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Date: January 25™, 2024

Place/Time: Zoom, at 7:00 PM

Attending: Doug Cornelius, Chair John Rice, Vice Chair
Nancy Grissom, Member Mark Armstrong, Member
Anne Marie Stein, Member Katie Kubie, Member
Scott Friedman, Alternate Peter Leis, Alternate

David Lewis, Staff

The meeting was called to order via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. with Doug Cornelius serving as Chair. Voting
permanent members were John Rice, Nancy Grissom, Mark Armstrong, Anne Marie Stein, and Katie
Kubie. Alternate members Scott Friedman and Pete Leis were initially appointed voting members,
although Mr. Leis stepped down when Ms. Kubie arrived after the first agenda item. David Lewis acted as
Zoom host and the meeting was digitally recorded on the Zoom device.

1. 89 Redwood Road — Request for Demolition
Request for total demolition of house.

Staff Reported that this is a 1952 split-level ranch in a neighborhood that includes a mix of similar
homes and new construction. Staff welcomes discussion on its historical significance.

Carmine Petruzziello was present to represent the application. Mr. Petruzziello shares a presentation
using share screen. Begins by showing a map and photos of house and surrounding properties,
explaining that there are new builds nearby. He continues by explaining that the house experiences
flooding issues when storms happen. He suggests that the house cannot be added on to, and that
increased frequency of storms has made the flooding issue worse, leaving demolition and
reconstruction as the best option for the homeowners.



Mr. Cornelius comments that there has been some change on the street, and asks fellow
commissioners if enough historic context remains. Mr. Armstrong notes 83 Redwood appears to have
similar problems due to the pitch of the garage, and suggests he would let it go as the neighborhood
is mixed with new construction and original homes. Ms. Stein comments that 89 Redwood is not the
best architectural example of what was there, and that new build houses are much larger and less
affordable than original homes.

There was no public comment.

Ms. Stein comments that the renovation next door is interesting, and that it was nice to see efforts
that manage to do add on to and preserve a house. Mr. Leis comments that the house itself is not
architecturally significant, and agrees the neighborhood is in transition.

Mr. Leis made a motion to preferably preserve the property. Mr. Friedman seconded the motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 25, 2024, the Newton Historical
Commission, by vote of 1-6:

RESOLVED to Find the property preferably preserved.

Voting in the Affirmative Voting in the Negative Recusal / Abstain
Nancy Grissom

John Rice

Anne Marie Stein
Mark Armstrong
Scott Friedman
Peter Leis

Doug Cornelius

Mr. Cornelius announces that Ms. Kubie has joined the meeting. Mr. Leis stepped down as a voting
member.

2. 57 Lawmarissa Road — Request for Demolition
Request for total demolition of house.

Staff Reported that this is a 1960 Garrison Colonial style home in a well-preserved neighborhood.
Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Mark Preston was present to represent the application. Mr. Preston gives a presentation using share
screen. He begins by showing photos of the house and neighborhood. Mr. Preston then describes
the history of the property, including renovation plans that were initially approved in 2020 but never
carried out. Mr. Preston explained that they explored plans for an addition or larger scale renovation,
but that they ran into issues with costs and the structural assessment of the existing house, and that
demolition the existing house and building a new one was their best option.

Mr. Cornelius comments that the house itself does not appear to have architectural significance on
its own, but the street as a whole does provide historic context.



There was no public comment.

Mr. Friedman made a motion to preferably preserve the property. Ms. Grissom seconded the
motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 25, 2024, the Newton Historical
Commission, by vote of 0-7:

RESOLVED to Find the property preferably preserved.

Voting in the Affirmative Voting in the Negative Recusal / Abstain

Katie Kubie

Nancy Grissom

John Rice

Anne Marie Stein

Mark Armstrong

Scott Friedman

Doug Cornelius

3. 19 Beecher Terrace — Request for Demolition
Request for total demolition of house.

Staff Reported that this is a late-19th century vernacular style home. Staff welcomes discussion on
its historical significance.

Laurance Lee was present to represent the application. Mr. Lee gives a presentation using share
screen. Mr. Lee shows a map and photographs of other houses in the neighborhood, on Beecher
Terrace and Place, showing that there are many newly built houses in the neighborhood, that are
much larger than 19 Beecher Terrace. Mr. Lee explains that there are further difficulties due to the
size and shape of the plot of land.

Ms. Stein asks how large the lot size is. Mr. Lee confirms that the lot is 3500 sq. ft. Ms. Stein
comments that the lot is small and asks what could be constructed. She continues that there is a
sense of open space in the neighborhood and that the neighborhood is a bit of an enclave. Mr.
Cornelius comments that the neighborhood seems to be a collection of houses built close together
prior to zoning requirements.

There was no public comment.
Ms. Stein made a motion to preferably preserve the property. Ms. Grissom seconded the motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 25, 2024, the Newton Historical
Commission, by vote of 1-6:

RESOLVED to Find the property preferably preserved.

Voting in the Affirmative Voting in the Negative Recusal / Abstain

Katie Kubie

Nancy Grissom




John Rice

Anne Marie Stein

Mark Armstrong

Scott Friedman

Doug Cornelius

4. 99 Crescent Street — Request for Demolition
Request for partial demolition of house.

Staff Reported that this is a late 19™"-century Queen Anne style home. Staff recommends finding the
property preferably preserved and welcomes discussion of the proposed addition.

Charles Chaves and Alberto Medina were present to represent the application.

Mr. Cornelius explains the process of partial demolition votes. The applicants explain their plan, and
opt to allow for a preferably preserved vote immediately so that plans can be reviewed.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 25, 2024, the Newton Historical Commission,
by vote of 7-0:

RESOLVED to preferably preserve the house at 99 Crescent Street.

Voting in the Affirmative Voting in the Negative Recusal / Abstain

Katie Kubie

Nancy Grissom

John Rice

Anne Marie Stein

Mark Armstrong

Scott Friedman

Doug Cornelius

Applicants presented the proposed plans using the share screen function. They begin by showing a
map and photos of the neighborhood, and then photos of the existing house. They then showed a
rendering and plans of the proposed addition plans.

Mr. Armstrong comments that he thinks the design looks great, that there is a ceremonial main
entrance and the two sides are asymmetrical. Mr. Cornelius asks applicants to confirm if the original
roof line was kept in the center, they conform it is. Mr. Armstrong says that there should be a
hierarchy, that the center should be higher than the sides. Ms. Kubie asks what part of the original
house remains in the proposed design. Ms. Kubie comments that she disagrees with Mr. Armstrong,
and that she thinks it looks like a brand new house to her, not keeping with what was preferably
preserved. Ms. Stein comments that she agrees with Ms. Kubie, and that it would be nice if the
design connected to the house in front. She also agreed with Mr. Armstrong that the main entrance
should be the focal point of the house. Ms. Grissom comments that she also agreed with Ms. Kubie,
that not much of the original house appears to remain. Mr. Friedman comments that he agrees with
other commissioners, that he is confused by the new design and it looks like a new house, not



preserving the existing home. The applicants clarify which parts of the original structure are
intended to be kept. Mr. Armstrong reiterates that the roof above the entrance should be higher
than the side wings, and Mr. Friedman comments that he agrees. Ms. Kubie comments that she has
concerns about the use of the stone in the new design. Ms. Stein comments that the stone separates
the new design from the house in front, but that they should consider materials that are more
complimentary.

Mr. Cornelius opened the meeting for public comment. Colin, a rear abutter at 14 Ware Street, was
present to comment. He commented that he moved into the neighborhood 14 years ago, when It
was mostly farmhouses, and says there has been a lot of development in the time since he has
moved in. Colin says that the proposed design would block his view of Crescent Street and says that
he does not believe any houses in the neighborhood have stone frontage. Mary Lee Belleville
comments that she agrees with commissioner comment, and does not see the design as contextual
for the neighborhood.

Mr. Cornelius comments that there seem to be some changes commissioners would like to see,
relating to the use of stone, and the roofline above the main entrance. Ms. Grissom comments that
she would also like to see more of the existing house, and details that align with historic farmhouses
in the neighborhood. Ms. Kubie comments that she agrees.

The commission elected not to vote on this item. The applicant will need to return to a future
meeting with an updated design.

5. 297 Webster Street — Request for Demolition
Request for partial demolition of house.

Staff Reported that this is a ca. 1886 Queen Anne Style house in a well-preserved neighborhood.
Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved and welcomes discussion of the
proposed addition.

Haim Hazan and Penelope Thal-Nir are present to represent the application. Mr. Cornelius explains
the process of partial demolition votes. The applicants used the share screen function to give a
presentation. They began by explaining the proposed project and showed photos of the house. Mr.
Cornelius clarified the process, and the owners opt to allow for a preferably preserved vote
immediately so that plans can be reviewed.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 25, 2024, the Newton Historical Commission,
by vote of 6-0:

RESOLVED to preferably preserve the house at 297 Webster Street.

Voting in the Affirmative Voting in the Negative Recusal / Abstain

Katie Kubie

Nancy Grissom

John Rice

Anne Marie Stein




Mark Armstrong

Scott Friedman Doug Cornelius (Abstained)

The applicants described the project further. Mr. Cornelius used the share screen function to pull up
the plans submitted by the applicants. Mr. Cornelius displays the architectural drawings submitted,
and explains with the applicants what is proposed. Mr. Armstrong clarifies some architectural details
on the plans.

Ms. Stein comments that there is little change from the street, and she would not want to stand in
the way of the homeowners on this project. Ms. Kubie concurs.

Mr. Cornelius opened the meeting for public comment. Mary Lee Belleville used the thumbs up
reaction on Zoom.

Ms. Stein made a motion to approve the plans as proposed and waive the demolition delay. Ms.
Grissom seconded the motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 25, 2024, the Newton Historical
Commission, by vote of 7-0:

RESOLVED to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as proposed.

Voting in the Affirmative Voting in the Negative Recusal / Abstain

Katie Kubie

Nancy Grissom

John Rice

Anne Marie Stein

Scott Friedman

Mark Armstrong

Doug Cornelius

6. 712 Watertown Street — Request for Demolition
Request for total demolition of house.

Staff Reported that this is a well-preserved example of a Colonial Revival style home. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Mike McKay, architect, was present to represent the application. Mr. McKay described the plans,
explaining that they had explored options for additions, but came to the decision that new
construction was the best option. Mr. McKay used then showed a photo of the home using share
screen function.

Mr. Cornelius comments that this house is the only classic colonial style house on the street. Ms.
Kubie commented that further up the street that there are more homes in this style. Ms. Stein
comments that in many neighborhoods, smaller homes are torn down and much larger homes are
built, but in this neighborhood, there already are large homes, and that two-family homes of a
similar size seem to be built in their place. Ms. Grissom comments that there are a few new
construction homes built on Watertown Street, primarily two-family homes or townhouses. Mr.



Friedman confirms that the new homes are in a more contemporary style. Mr. Armstrong asks what
Mr. McKay would intend to build in place of this home. Mr. McKay says a more traditional home
would be built. Ms. Stein comments that this is a prominent location.

There was no public comment.

Ms. Grissom made a motion to preferably preserve the property. Mr. Armstrong seconded the
motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 25", 2024, the Newton Historical
Commission, by vote of 7-0:

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved.

Voting in the Affirmative Voting in the Negative Recusal / Abstain

Katie Kubie

Nancy Grissom

John Rice

Anne Marie Stein

Mark Armstrong

Scott Friedman

Doug Cornelius

7. 544 Saw Mill Brook Parkway — Request for Demolition
Request for total demolition of house.

Staff Reported that this 1958 modern style home is part of a well-preserved, inventoried
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Kevin Hennigan was present to represent the application. Mr. Hennigan commented that the
neighborhood is in transition and will change in spite of delays. Asks for the property to be not
preferably preserved. Mr. Cornelius asks when the house was built, in context with the rest of Oak
Hill Park. Staff clarifies that this street was developed slightly after the first wave of development in
Oak Hill Park.

Ms. Kubie disagrees with the idea that this area will inevitably change, and comments that there are
houses in this neighborhood that have been well preserved. Ms. Grissom comments that people are
starting to look for mid-century modern houses in this area. Mr. Hennigan commented that the
houses no longer suit modern needs.

Mr. Cornelius opened the meeting for public comment. Ellen Steinberg, current homeowner,
clarifies that square footage of the property is 10,000 square feet.

Mr. Cornelius comments that he is torn on how to handle the mid-century homes in Oak Hill Park.
Mr. Friedman made a motion to preferably preserve the property. Mr. Rice seconded the motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 25, 2024, the Newton Historical
Commission, by vote of 5-2:



RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved.

Voting in the Affirmative Voting in the Negative Recusal / Abstain
Katie Kubie John Rice
Nancy Grissom Mark Armstrong

Anne Marie Stein

Scott Friedman

Doug Cornelius

8. 6 Caulfield Circle — Request for Demolition
Request for total demolition of house.

Staff Reported that this 1948 ranch is located in a well-preserved, inventoried neighborhood. Staff
recommends finding the property preferably preserved.

Victoria Drizin-Sirotin was present to represent the application. Ms. Drizin-Sirotin gives a
presentation using share screen. She begins showing photos of other homes in the neighborhood,
including those built in the last year. She continues by showing photos of the house and describes
why they believe house should not be preferably preserved, including. Ms. Drizin-Sirotin then
showed photos of the house in context with surrounding houses, photos of new construction in
neighborhood, and photos of homes in neighborhood which have been found not preferably
preserved recently. Ms. Drizin-Sirotin then brought past resident of the home, Jeff Remondi, on to
speak. Mr. Remondi comments that he has lived in Oak Hill Park for years, and that he thinks the
house should be demolished. Mr. Armstrong asked Mr. Remondi what he thinks of the new
construction in the neighborhood. Mr. Remondi says it was sad at first, and he misses the old
neighborhood, but now the neighborhood is completely different.

Mr. Cornelius reiterated his earlier comment that it can be difficult to make historical determinations
in Oak Hill Park.

Mr. Cornelius opened the meeting for public comment. Felicia Remondi, daughter of Jeff Remondi,
speaks in support of demolition, and says it seems to be what is best for the neighborhood. Svetlana
Goncharenko, resident of 184 Spiers Road, comments that she loves the neighborhood, wants to
bring new families with kids, and that new construction will add to the beauty of the neighborhood.
Lisa Garland, who has lived in Oak Hill Park her entire life, comments that many remaining original
homes have damage, and some houses cannot allow for additions. Says that something newer could
be better for the person moving in. Nina P, resident of 58 Spiers, says that vibrancy of neighborhood
is what brought them to the neighborhood, and the consistency and quality of new construction
brings peace of mind to young families. Jon Sneider, a 17-year resident of Oak Hill Park, says that he
doesn’t understand why some houses are preserved and some aren’t. Mr. Sneider says that
neighborhood is a lot of young kids, and its always a positive to bring a young family in. Ace
Gershfield, a resident of 10 Esty Farm Road, says that an addition to the house allowed the existing
home to suit their needs, and that most people need renovation or new construction. Mr. Gershfield
comments that he supports demolition of 6 Caulfield Circle.



Mr. Friedman made a motion to preferably preserve the property. Ms. Grissom seconded the

motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 25, 2024, the Newton Historical

Commission, by vote of 0-5:

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved.

Voting in the Affirmative

Voting in the Negative

Recusal / Abstain

John Rice

Katie Kubie (Abstained)

Mark Armstrong

Anne Marie Stein (Abstained)

Scott Friedman
Doug Cornelius
Nancy Grissom

9. 273-275 Webster Street — Request for Demolition
Request for total demolition of house and shed.

Staff Reported that this 1953 Garrison Colonial is part of a pair of identical homes built by the same
developer, on a well-preserved street. Staff welcomes discussion of its historical significance.

Laurance Lee was present to represent the application. Mr. Lee gives a presentation using the share
screen function, beginning by showing a map and photos of the house. Mr. Lee comments that this
property and the one across the street were built more recently and in a different style than many
Victorian-era homes in the neighborhood.

Mr. Cornelius comments that he agrees with Mr. Lee, that this house is an outlier in a more historic
neighborhood. Mr. Armstrong says that he thinks its okay to replace this structure. Ms. Stein says
that she does not think that the structure is terribly significant, but hopes that the new construction
retains the scale of the other houses on the street.

Mr. Cornelius opened the meeting for public comment. LiLi, a resident of Webster Street for 20
years, says that if two projects happen on Webster Street simultaneously, there may be safety
concerns, especially for kids in the neighborhood. Mr. Lee says that a special permit will be necessary
for this property, so that city council would have oversight over the proposal for new construction.

Mr. Cornelius clarifies that there are applications for both the house and shed, but confirms that only
one vote will be necessary.

Mr. Friedman made a motion to preferably preserve the property. Ms. Stein seconded the motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 25", 2024, the Newton Historical
Commission, by vote of 0-7:

RESOLVED to find the property preferably preserved.

Voting in the Affirmative Voting in the Negative Recusal / Abstain
Katie Kubie

Nancy Grissom




John Rice

Anne Marie Stein

Mark Armstrong

Scott Friedman

Doug Cornelius

10. 86 Albert Road — Request for Waiver
Request for waiver of demolition delay.

Staff Reported that this small cape-style house was constructed in 1952 by builder and owner Joseph
Arduino.

Paul Girello was present to represent the application. Mr. Girello explains the history of the project,
and what has changed since the last time the applicants came before the commission. Mr. Girello
presents the plans using the share screen feature, showing changes between original design and
new design, particularly that massing has been scaled down.

Mr. Cornelius comments that he thinks it looks better and fits into the neighborhood better. Ms.
Stein comments that it is a big improvement over what was presented before. Mr. Friedman agrees.
Ms. Kubie comments that a rendering that showed the house in the context of the neighborhood
would help. Ms. Stein says that this house also fits in with the new construction of the neighborhood
as well as the original homes. Ms. Grissom and Mr. Friedman agree.

There was no public comment.

Ms. Stein made a motion to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as proposed. Ms.
Grissom seconded the motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 25, 2024, the Newton Historical
Commission, by vote of 7-0:

RESOLVED to waive the demolition delay and approve the plans as proposed.

Voting in the Affirmative Voting in the Negative Recusal / Abstain

Katie Kubie

Nancy Grissom

John Rice

Anne Marie Stein

Mark Armstrong

Scott Friedman

Doug Cornelius

11. 213 Adams Avenue- Request for Waiver

Request for waiver of demolition delay



Omar Youssef was present to represent the application. Mr. Youseff gives a presentation using the
share screen function. He begins by describing the history of the project, and the changes made to
the design at the recommendation of the commission. Mr. Youseff showed renderings and elevation
plans of the design.

Ms. Grissom comments that she likes the revised design better than the original. Mr. Youseff asks for
clarification on which design she is referring to, and agrees that the design works better in the
neighborhood with the recommendations of the commission. Ms. Stein comments on the proposal
to bring the roof line all the way across, and suggests that the smaller massing is better. Several
commissioners ask Mr. Youseff for clarification on which rendering is the proposed plan. Ms. Grissom
asks for clarification on siding material.

Mr. Cornelius opened the meeting for public comment. Councilor Lenny Gentile. Joan Bone,
neighbor to the right is present. Ms. Bone comments that neighbors want to retain existing house.
She continues to say that Mr. Youseff has encroached on her property, and that this house is too big
for the neighborhood. Richard Simonelli, resident of 236 Adams Ave, comments that the old house
should remain, and that he does not believe the new house will not fit in with the neighborhood.
James Caminiti, neighbor to the left of 213 Adams, comments that he is against the demolition and
that houses of this style would be against the character of the neighborhood. City Councilor Leonard
Gentile, owner of 214 Adams Ave, spoke to echo the concerns of the neighbors. Councilor Gentile
asks for clarification on the height of the roof peaks. Councilor Gentile suggests to Mr. Youseff that
he set up a meeting between the homeowners and the neighbors. Questions the view of the plans
vs. the rendering. Alan Sooho, a resident of 220 Adams, comments that he likes the updated design
better than original.

Ms. Stein comments that the client will have to live in the neighborhood, and thus it could be good
to get the input of the neighbors in the design. She also comments that she feels a little bit as if the
commission is being held hostage, and if they don’t approve the current design that the applicant
will wait out the delay and build the original design. Mr. Friedman says that he agrees with what Ms.
Stein said, and that it’s important when coming into a neighborhood to get along with the neighbors.
Mr. Youseff responds that he understands the comments of the commission, and that is also a part
of the community and he often has neighbors mention that they like his house, which is more
modern than the proposed design. Mr. Cornelius comments that demolition delay is limited, and
sometimes the commission approves plans knowing that the alternative would be worse.

Ms. Grissom made a motion to waive the demolition delay, for new design seconded the motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 25, 2024, the Newton Historical
Commission, by vote of 4-2:

RESOLVED to waive the demolition delay and approve the updated plans as proposed.

Voting in the Affirmative Voting in the Negative Recusal / Abstain
Nancy Grissom Katie Kubie Anne Marie Stein (Abstained)
John Rice Doug Cornelius
Mark Armstrong
Scott Friedman




12. 109 Harwich Road - Request for Waiver
Request for waiver of demolition delay.
Staff Reported that this is a 1960 split-level home with a prominent “flying eave” style roof.

Chirs Vance and David Corey were present to represent the application. Mr. Vance presents the
updated plans using the share screen function. He continues by providing a history of the project.
Mr. Vance shows the updated design and outlines the changes made since they last appeared at an
NHC meeting.

Mr. Armstrong comments that the design looks good, and he would recommend the design be
approved. Mr. Cornelius says that the changes give the design the texture that was initially lacking.
Ms. Stein agrees that this is an improvement, although she wishes the entryway was emphasized
more. Mr. Armstrong agrees with Ms. Stein.

There was no public comment.

Mr. Armstrong made a motion to approve the design as proposed and waive demolition delay. Mr.
Friedman seconded the motion.

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 25, 2024, the Newton Historical
Commission, by vote of 6-0:

RESOLVED to waive the demolition delay and approve the updated plans as proposed.

Voting in the Affirmative Voting in the Negative Recusal / Abstain

Katie Kubie Doug Cornelius (Abstained)

Nancy Grissom

John Rice

Anne Marie Stein

Mark Armstrong

Scott Friedman

Administrative Discussion:

1. Approval of minutes from the December 11, 2023, and December 28, 2023, meetings
a. Mr. Cornelius had two comments on the December 28™ minutes. On item 9, Mr. Schorr
was listed as abstained, when he voted in the affirmative. On item 11, the work
“begging” was used instead of “beginning.”

Minutes from the December 11, 2023, and December 28, 2023, hearings were unanimously approved by
those in attendance at the hearing.

2. Vote in support of City of Newton application for Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey
& Planning Grant.

The Newton Historical Commission, by vote of 7-0, voted to support the City’s application.



The meeting was adjourned by unanimous vote.

Respectfully,

T
/ 7 2 — " NHC



