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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

CHESTNUT HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

DATE:      January 18, 2024 

 
PLACE/TIME:   Fully Remote 
 
ATTENDING:  Peter Vieira, FAIA, Chair 

Scott Aquilina, Member  
Robert Imperato, Member 
Susana Lannik, Member  
Matthew Montgomery, Member  
Barbara Kurze, Commission Staff 
 

ABSENT:  Rick Wetmore, Member 
 

The fully remote meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with Peter Vieira presiding as Chair. Voting 
permanent members were S. Aquilina, R. Imperato, S. Lannik, and M. Montgomery. B. Kurze acted as recording 
secretary and the meeting was recorded on Zoom. 
 
P. Vieira shared the news about the passing of former chair and longtime commissioner, John Wyman. 
Commissioners honored his service on the commission and his legacy preserving the Chestnut Hill Historic 
District. 
 

17 Lee Road – Certificate of Hardship 
This review to replace several windows with Renewal by Andersen Fibrex (composite) windows was continued 
from a previous meeting when the application was denied a Certificate of Appropriateness. Amy Curley said 
the owners were committed to maintaining the historic house and had repaired and restored historic double-
hung windows in the house. They understood the concern about setting a precedent and were not planning on 
replacing those windows. They wanted to make the two casement windows and the fixed window operable 
and energy efficient. She noted that the windows could be painted. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/809314  
PDF File: Compiled 17 Lee windows 
Assessors database map 
Request for Certificate of Hardship 
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Photos of existing conditions 
Photos 
Renderings 
Product information 
MHC Form B 
Additional technical information 
 
P. Vieira stated that the commission was consistent in almost always requiring all wood windows. The 
commission was open to reviewing other windows but could not approve the Fibrex window based on the 
sample that was submitted – the detailing was not appropriate, and there were concerns about the finish. The 
windows were very close to the street and would be quite noticeable. P. Vieira noted that an aluminum frame 
product had recently been approved at 521 Hammond Street. Commissioners agreed that there was no 
hardship as the owner could consider other alternatives. The commission would need to see samples. The 
owner agreed in writing to continue the application to another meeting. 
 

26 Suffolk Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
This review was continued from a previous meeting. Reverend Mark Caggiano presented an application to 
remove the existing sign and install a similar sign in a different location. The revised design was for a smaller 
sign made of mahogany. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/808434  
PDF File: Compiled 26 Suffolk sign 
Assessors database map 
Photos 
Project description 
Sign drawing with dimensions 
Rendering 
MHC Form B 
 
Commissioners were concerned about the location and requested a site visit to determine an appropriate 
location for the sign that would be more visible than the current location. A site visit would be scheduled for 
January 24th at 9:00 a.m. The applicant agreed to continue the review to a future regularly scheduled meeting. 
 
S. Lannik left the meeting. 
 

101 Old Orchard Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Jonathan Daniels presented an application to install hardscaping and landscape lighting. The hardscaping work 
included rebuilding existing features such as the front walkway, landing, risers, side patio and sitting wall, and 
adding retaining walls and granite patio steps. The front landing was failing and would be rebuilt to the same 
size using the same materials. The walkway would be changed to bluestone and the right side would be leveled 
with a retaining wall. Two stairs would be added at the street. 
 
The work on the right side of the house included changes to the patio area, resetting the brick terrace, 
rebuilding the brick knee wall, and removing the lattice fencing. A bluestone cap would be added to the knee 
wall to create a seating area. Landscape lights and a light post would be installed.  
 
Materials Reviewed: 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/808434
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Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/807783   
PDF File: Compiled 101 Old Orchard hardscaping 
Assessors database map 
Photos 
Survey 
Site plans – existing and proposed 
Site elements 
Site photos 
Planting and lighting plan 
Details 
Lighting specifications 
MHC Form B 
 
P. Vieira said that if a railing was required by code, that it should be a simple black wrought iron railing that 
Staff and the commission architect could review and approve. He also confirmed that the existing yew would 
be protected. Commissioners agreed that it was an appropriate project. P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate 
of Appropriateness for the application as submitted with conditions for the wrought iron railing. S. Aquilina 
seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion was passed, 4-0. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION: 

DATE: January 19, 2024 

SUBJECT: 101 OLD ORCHARD RD - Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 18, 2024 the Chestnut Hill Historic District 

Commission, by roll call vote of 4-0, 

RESOLVED to grant  a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 101 OLD ORCHARD 

RD to install hardscaping and landscape lighting. The hardscaping work includes rebuilding existing 

features such as the front walkway, landing, risers, side patio and sitting wall, and adding retaining walls 

and granite patio steps. If a handrail is required, it must be a simple black wrought iron rail and the 

drawings and details must be submitted to Staff for review and final approval by Staff and the commission 

architect. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused: 

• Peter Vieira, Chair, 

FAIA 

• Robert Imperato, 

Member 

• Matthew 

Montgomery, Vice 

Chair 

• Scott Aquilina, 

Member 

   

68 Reservoir Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Adrienne Emmerich and Andrew Goldberg presented an application to modify the driveway and add a paver 
apron, add a new parking area, change the front walkways and front entry stairs, to replace fence sections, and 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/807783
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put in plantings. They included some new information including more precedent photos and images of the 
native planting palette. They needed to address major drainage issues and decided to look at the entire front 
area. The driveway and parking area would be paved with asphalt. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/813256   
PDF File: Compiled 68 Reservoir hardscaping 
Assessors database map 
Photos 
Site plan existing conditions 
Tree removal plan 
Fence diagram 
Landscape plan 
Hardscape materials 
Proposed fence 
Proposed drainage plan 
MHC Form B 
 
There was discussion about the drainage project, the use of asphalt for the driveway and the proposed parking 
area, and the cobblestone aprons. M. Montgomery commented that it helped that the parking area was away 
from the street. He said that the house had a rural feel and chip seal with borders would fit better than 
asphalt. A. Goldberg said they would be happy to explore alternative materials. Commissioners asked that the 
owners submit a revised fence plan to show the five foot transition section between the four foot and six foot 
sections. P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted with 
conditions for the transition section of fencing and with the continuation of the review of the driveway 
material and cobblestone apron. R. Imperato seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion 
was passed, 4-0. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION: 

DATE: January 19, 2024 

SUBJECT: 68 RESERVOIR AVE - Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 18, 2024 the Chestnut Hill Historic District 

Commission, by roll call vote of 4-0, 

RESOLVED to grant  a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 68 RESERVOIR 

AVE to modify the driveway configuration, add new parking area, change front walkways and front entry 

stairs, replace fence sections, and put in plantings with the requirements that: 1) the transition section on 

the left side must be five-feet-tall and the updated plan must be submitted to Staff for review and 

approval; and 2) the review of the asphalt driveway material and the cobblestone aprons will be continued 

to a future meeting. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused: 

• Peter Vieira, Chair, 

FAIA 

• Robert Imperato, 

Member 

   

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/813256
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• Matthew 

Montgomery, Vice 

Chair 

• Scott Aquilina, 

Member 

7 Reservoir Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Joan O’Donnel presented an application for work at the back of the house. The project included closing up an 
existing, removing the overhang, moving a vent, installing a slider door, extending the existing deck and 
installing a wood privacy fence along the Beacon Street side of the deck. The deck would have a railing with a 
cedar top rail and black metal balusters. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/locations/108604  
PDF File: Compiled 7 Reservoir multiple 
Assessors database map 
Scope of work with photos and renderings 
Deck sketch 
Products and materials 
 
Commissioners agreed that the work was appropriate. P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the application as submitted. M. Montgomery seconded the motion. There was a roll call 
vote, and the motion was passed, 4-0. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION: 

DATE: January 19, 2024 

SUBJECT: 7 RESERVOIR AVE - Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 18, 2024 the Chestnut Hill Historic District 

Commission, by roll call vote of 4-0, 

RESOLVED to grant  a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 7 RESERVOIR 

AVE to close up a door on the back, remove the back overhang, move a vent from the back to the right 

side, install a slider door, extend the existing deck and install a wood privacy fence along the Beacon Street 

side of the deck. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused: 

• Peter Vieira, Chair, 

FAIA 

• Robert Imperato, 

Member 

• Matthew 

Montgomery, Vice 

Chair 

   

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/locations/108604
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• Scott Aquilina, 

Member 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:50. 

Recorded by Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 


