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 Newton Sustainable Materials Management Commission (SMMC) 

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, December 28, 2023, 7:00 p.m. 

Remote Meeting via Zoom 

 

Members in Attendance: Sunwoo Kahng, Chair, Meryl Kessler, Vice Chair, Carl Valente, 

Secretary, Marian Rambelle, Alan Gordon, Karen Slote, Steve Ferrey, Miles Smith, Robin Maltz 

and Vince McKay. 

 

Members Absent: John Lewis, and Jim McGonagle, Commissioner, DPW, Ex-Officio.   

 

Other Participants: Alison Leary, City Councilor, Waneta Trabert, Director, DPW Sustainable 

Materials Management Division, Sonya McKnight, Len Rosenthal and Shara Ertel. 

  

Approval of November 16, 2023 Meeting Minutes:  

On the motion by Mr. Smith, seconded by Ms. Maltz, the Meeting Minutes of November 16, 

2023 were approved as amended, 9-0-1 on a roll call vote.  Ms. Kahng, Mr. Valente, Ms. Maltz, 

Ms. Slote, Mr. Smith, Mr. McKay, Mr. Gordon, Mr. Ferrey and Ms. Rambelle voting yes.  Ms. 

Kessler abstaining.  

 

Announcements 

Ms. Kahng reminded the members that if they are interested in serving or nominating another 

member as SMMC Chair, Vice Chair or Secretary for 2024 they should contact Ms. Maltz or Mr. 

Smith. 

 

Ms. Kahng mentioned that she sent the City Council and Mayor a letter, on behalf of the SMMC, 

explaining the Commission’s opposition to replacement of or addition of new artificial turf fields 

in Newton.  This letter was sent in advance of an upcoming City Council vote on the replacement 

of turf at Newton North High School.  She also clarified that it was inadvertent and unnecessary 

to resend this letter to the Mayor, considering the Commission’s discussion with the Mayor on this 

topic at its October meeting and the Mayor’s position that she continues to support the use of 

artificial turf at certain City athletic fields. 

 

Ms. Trabert reported on the status of the $70,000 State grant/earmark to the City.  MassDEP will 

administrator the grant and the City can now proceed with using these funds to offer free Black 

Earth Composting starter kits.  She also mentioned that she is still evaluating a kitchen composting 

unit and may proceed with a pilot program using these units. 

 

Ms. Trabert reported that a draft Request for Proposals (RFP) for trash and recycling collection 

has been prepared.  The plan is for the Town of Brookline and City of Newton to jointly request 

proposals for this service.  The RFP includes the option for food waste collection.  It also includes 

options for hauling trash to: Wheelabrator-Millbury; the Brookline transfer station; or to a location 

of the hauler’s choosing. She expects the RFP to be issued in late January with proposals due two 
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months later. Some members expressed concern that Newton’s trash might, in the future, be 

landfilled rather than disposed of in a waste-to-energy facility; however, others expressed concern 

about the environmental effects of waste-to-energy disposal. 

 

Discussion of SMMD ‘Recommendations to Rethink Curbside Collection Services’ 

This report, which was funded with staff support by MassDEP, includes several recommendations 

regarding the future of the City’s curbside collection of trash and recycling.  The SMMC had a full 

discussion regarding this report, with Ms. Maltz, Ms. Slote, Mr. Gordon, Mr. Valente and Mr. 

McKay submitted their priorities, in writing, to the Chair.  Comments from SMMC members 

included: 

• The SMMC should have some input into where Newton’s solid waste is disposed of; 

• Reducing solid waste through organics (food waste) collection should be a priority; and  

• The decision on which of the reports’ recommendations should be prioritized should be 

somewhat integrated with the Zero Waste Plan being developed.  To that end, Ms. Trabert 

said she would like feedback from the SMMC on where to focus the many aspects 

anticipated in the Zero Waste Plan.  She will send out the Plan’s scope of work. 

Commission comments should be sent directly to her.  

 

SMMD Update: 

The SMMD update, dated December 22, 2023 was reviewed.   

 

Public Comments: Councilor Leary requested that the Commission include an update on the 

implementation of the Private Haulers ordinance at an upcoming meeting.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 

Next Meeting:  The next meeting of the SMMC will be Thursday, January 25, 20243, scheduled 

to be via Zoom. 

 

Documents Provided/Discussed at Meeting: 

1. November 16, 2023 Meeting Minutes. 

2. Report, ‘Recommendations to Rethink Curbside Collection Services’ (distributed to 

Commission in advance of meeting. 

3. December 2023 SMMD Update, dated December 22, 2023. 

4. Written comments and suggested priorities, submitted to the Chair, regarding the 

‘Recommendations to Rethink Curbside Collection Services’ report. 

 


