Real Property Reuse Committee Report

City of Newton
In City Council

Thursday, January 25, 2024
Present: Councilors Danberg (Chair), Lucas, Getz, Gentile, Malakie, Laredo and Lipof
Absent: Councilor Oliver
Also Present: Councilors Block and Krintzman

City staff Present: Senior Assistant City Solicitor Andrew Lee, Director of Planning & Development
Barney Heath, Director of Housing and Community Development Lara Kritzer and Community
Development Planner Shaylyn Davis

For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following link:
Real Property Reuse Committee

#36-24 Reuse of parcel of land on Grove and Hancock Street
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT submitting on November 3, 2023
a letter stating that the 36,356 sq. ft. City owned parcel of land known as 169
Grove Street and 136 Hancock Street, should be made available for sale or
lease, pursuant to the City of Newton Ordinances Section 2-7.
Action: Real Property Reuse Held 7-0, Public Hearing set for 03/28/2024

Note: Andrew Lee, Senior Assistant City Solicitor, Barney Heath, Director of Planning &
Development, Lara Kritzer, Director of Housing and Community Development and Shaylyn Davis,
Community Development Planner joined the committee to discuss the above request to reuse the
parcel of land on Grove and Hancock Street.

Atty. Lee started with the attached presentation to go over the reuse process. He noted that the
potential actions the committee could take are to make an initial determination, which would begin
the process of establishing a JAPG or determine whether or not they would like to hold a public
hearing prior to making the initial determination.

Councilors raised questions regarding where the property lines are for this property. An updated
map was provided and is shown attached.

Councilors also raised concerns regarding starting a JAPG before setting a public hearing date and
having a further discussion with the Commissioner of Public Buildings. It was also requested that the
Williams School staff and PTO be invited to the next meeting as well.

The committee voted to hold the item and set a public hearing date of 03/28/2024 which passed
unanimously.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_jlPz4tOn0
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Respectfully submitted,
Vicki Danberg, Chair
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