
Preserving the Past    Planning for the Future  

NEWTON HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
*Staff Memo* 
 

Date: January 25, 2024  
Time: 7:00 p.m.  
Zoom:    https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/82206656741 or 

+13052241968,,82206656741# 
 

1. 89 Redwood Road 

Total Demolition  
View Application Here  
 
Summary: This is a 1952 split-level ranch in a neighborhood that 
includes a mix of similar homes and new construction. Staff welcomes 
discussion on its historical significance.  
 
Description: This split-level ranch was built in 1952 by developer Home 
Builders Inc. and designed by architect Ralph Williams. Home Builders 
Inc. and Williams appear to have collaborated on the construction of 
much of this neighborhood, including 83, 80, and 77 Redwood Road. 
Williams designed a large number of homes in the Boston suburbs, 
including many in Newton and Brookline, most of which appear to be 
in the split-level ranch style. In Newton, Williams designed many 
homes in the Oak Hill Park neighborhood. A two-story addition was 
added to the rear of the house in 1993. The surrounding neighborhood 
appears to be an area in transition, including a mix of mid-century 
ranches and new construction. 
 
Recommendation: This is a relatively well-preserved mid-century 
home in a neighborhood featuring a mix of similar homes and new 
construction. Staff welcomes discussion on its historical significance.  
 
Proposed Finding, if found preferably preserved: Staff would welcome 
plans for a proposed partial demolition. A replacement property 
should by reflective of the style and scale of the existing home and 
remaining mid-century homes in the neighborhood.  
 

2. 57 Lawmarissa Road 

Total Demolition  
View Application Here  
 
Summary: This is a 1960 Garrison Colonial style home in a well-
preserved neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property 
preferably preserved.  
 
Description: This Garrison Colonial style house was built in 1960 by 
developer Charles D. Train. Train was an active developer in Newton, 
who built many homes beginning in the 1930s until his retirement in 
1970. The home includes a brick chimney on the left elevation and an 
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attached garage on the right side of the building. Exterior alterations 
on record include a small rear addition in 1961, and a partial 
replacement of the garage roof. The surrounding neighborhood is well 
preserved, including several other garrison colonial and colonial style 
homes. This home, and all of Lawmarissa Road, are included in the 
Caroline Park residential area inventoried on MACRIS. The Caroline 
Park area contains approximately 50 homes constructed beginning in 
the 1920s, built primarily in the Colonial  
Revival and Tudor Revival styles. Lawmarissa Road is noted on the form 
for ranches and split-level homes.  
 
Recommendation: This is a well-preserved home in a neighborhood 
that retains a good amount of historic character. Staff recommends 
finding this house preferably preserved.  
 
Proposed Finding, if found preferably preserved: Staff would welcome 
plans for a proposed partial demolition. Any new construction should 
reflect the scale of the neighborhood, and incorporate the colonial 
style of the existing home and many surrounding properties.  
 

3. 19 Beecher Terrace 

Total Demolition 
View Application Here  
 
Summary: This is a ;ate-19th century vernacular style home. Staff 
welcomes discussion on its historical significance.  
  
Description: This is a late-19th Century vernacular style home. City 
assessor’s data lists the home as being built in 1860, although no 
permit records exist for the construction. The house as built on land 
owned by Pat Beecher, a laborer for whom the street was eventually 
named. 1874 atlases show two houses constructed on Beechers land. 
Beecher is still listed as the owner when the house is shown on the 
1895 atlas, but by 1907 the house and land were owned by Mary 
Walker. The home features a cross-gabled roof, and two brick 
chimneys. The only alteration on record is the addition of a second 
exterior door in 1998, however a shed dormer on the rear of the 
building appears to be an addition as well. Beecher Terrace includes a 
mix of homes built in a similar period as 19 Beecher and new 
construction.  
 
Recommendation: This is a relatively well-preserved 19th Century 
home in a neighborhood featuring a mix of similar homes and new 
construction. Staff welcomes discussion on its historical significance. 
 
Proposed Finding, if found preferably preserved: Staff would welcome 
plans for a proposed partial demolition. Any new construction should 
reflect the scale of the neighborhood and style of the existing home.  
 

4. 99 Crescent Street 

Partial Demolition  
View Application Here  
 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/811969
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/808724
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/779098
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/808724
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Summary: This is a late 19th century Queen Anne style home. Staff 
recommends finding the property preferably preserved and welcomes 
discussion of the proposed addition.  
 
Description: This is a Queen Anne style home built in the late 19th 
Century. City assessor’s records list the property as built in 1885, 
although no building permit exists in ISD records. The house does not 
appear on the 1886 atlas of Newton, but appears on the 1895 atlas. In 
1895 it was owned by someone with the last name Price, by 1907 it 
was owned by Walter D. Noyes, and by 1917 it was owned by 
Henrietta M. Nelson. The house features a front-gabled roof, with a 
small porch and a large bay window on the front elevation. There is a 
shed dormer on the right elevation roof, and a gable dormer on the 
left elevation roof. Small bump-outs on the left, right, and rear of the 
house appear as if they may have been additions, although no permit 
records exist. There are no major exterior alterations in ISD records. 
The house is located behind 95-97 Crescent Street. The surrounding 
neighborhood includes primarily homes built in a similar period and 
scale as 99 Crescent. The application is proposing a large addition on 
the left and right elevations of the house.  
 
Recommendation: Due to the age and condition of this house, as well 
as the generally in-tact state of the neighborhood, staff recommends 
finding the property preferably preserved, and welcomes discussion of 
the proposed addition.  

 
5. 297 Webster Street 

Partial Demolition  
View Application Here  
 
Summary: This is a ca. 1886 Queen Anne Style house in a well-
preserved neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property 
preferably preserved and welcomes discussion of the proposed 
addition.  
 
Description: This Queen Anne Style house was built ca. 1886, and was 
originally owned by Newton policeman Charles Tappley. The home 
features a cross-gabled roof and a centrally located brick chimney. The 
home originally featured a large front porch, which was partially 
enclosed in 1991, according to ISD records. Also in 1991, a small rear 
addition was expanded to create a mudroom. There is an additional 
permit in the ISD file for a one-story addition in 1905, however it is 
unclear if this was ever built. This property is individually inventoried 
on MACRIS, as are several other nearby homes on Webster Street. The 
neighborhood is well preserved, featuring many Victorian-era homes 
of similar scale and style. The applicant is proposing a partial 
demolition of the home, to construct a two-story addition on the rear.  
 
Recommendation: Due to the age of the home and in-tact nature of 
the surrounding neighborhood, staff recommends finding this property 
preferably preserved. Staff welcomes commissioner discussion of the 
proposed addition.  
 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/812399
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/808724
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6. 712 Watertown Street 

Total Demolition  
View Application Here   
 
Summary: This is a well-preserved example of a Colonial Revival style 
home. Staff recommends finding the property preferably preserved.  
 
Description: This is a Colonial Revival style home built in 1915 by 
owner W. J. Hannan. The three-bay-wide two-story home features an 
end-gabled roof, a centrally located brick chimney, a large porch on the 
left elevation, and a second story balcony above the porch. There is 
also a large deck on the rear of the house, which was added alongside 
an addition to the kitchen in 1993. This house is not inventoried on 
MACRIS, nor are any nearby homes. The surrounding neighborhood 
features a mx of architectural styles, however the scale remains 
relatively consistent.   
 
Recommendation: This is a well-preserved example of an early 20th 
century colonial Revival style home. Staff recommends finding the 
property preferably preserved.  
 
Proposed Finding, if found preferably preserved: Staff would welcome 
plans for a proposed partial demolition. Any new construction should 
retain the colonial revival stylings of the existing house and the scale of 
the neighborhood.  
 

7. 544 Saw Mill Brook Parkway 

Total Demolition  
View Application Here 
 
Summary: This 1958 modern style home is part of a well-preserved, 
inventoried neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property 
preferably preserved.  
 
Description: This 1958 modern style house was built by developers 
Sunny Lane Homes, Inc. and designed by architect Ralph I. Williams. 
Williams designed a number of homes in the Boston area in the mid-
20th century, including over a dozen in a similar style along Esty Farm 
Road between 1958 and 1959. These “flying wing” homes, of which 
544 Saw Mill Brook Parkway is one, prominently feature asymmetrical, 
front gable roofs. The house is a split-level, with a garage and second 
story on the left side, and a first floor featuring a living room on the 
right. This house is inventoried on MACRIS both individually and as 
part of the Esty Farm Road – June Lane Residential Area. The area has 
seen some development in recent years, but many of the original 
modern style homes remain. As the house is situated on the corner of 
Saw Mill Brook Parkway and Esty Farm Road, 544 Saw Mill Brook 
Parkway is identified as a “gateway” to the neighborhood in the 
MACRIS form. 
 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/813727
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/808724
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/808724
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/809760
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Recommendation: This is a well-preserved example of modern 
architecture in a well-preserved, inventoried neighborhood. Staff 
recommends finding the house preferably preserved.  
 
Proposed Finding, if found preferably preserved: Staff would welcome 
plans for a proposed partial demolition. Any new construction should 
maintain modern style details such as the asymmetrical roof, and 
should retain the scale of the neighborhood.  
 
 

8. 6 Caulfield Circle 

Total Demolition  
View Application Here 
 
Summary: This 1948 ranch is located in a well-preserved, inventoried 
neighborhood. Staff recommends finding the property preferably 
preserved.  
 
Description: This 1948 Ranch was built by developer Joseph F. Kelley 
and the Kelly Corporation. The design of the home is typical for ranch 
style homes built in this neighborhood. The one-story house features 
an end-gabled roof, clapboard siding, and a brick chimney. A one-bay 
addition, featuring a large bay window, was built on the left side of the 
house in 1956. The home is located in Oak Hill Park, the largest mid-
20th century development of single-family homes in the City of 
Newton, originally built as a community of affordable housing for 
World War II veterans. The neighborhood has seen some new 
constriction over the past few decades; however, many original houses 
remain. The house is individually inventoried on MACRIS, and Oak Hill 
Park is inventoried as a residential area.    
 
Recommendation: This is a well-preserved example of mid-20th 
century development in a relatively in-tact neighborhood. Staff 
recommends finding the property preferably preserved. 
 
Proposed Finding, if found preferably preserved: Staff would welcome 
plans for a proposed partial demolition. Any new construction should 
retain the scale of the neighborhood.  

 
9. 273-275 Webster Street 

Total Demolition of House and Shed 
View House Application Here 
View Shed Application Here 
 
Summary: This 1953 Garrison Colonial is part of a pair of identical 
homes built by the same developer, on a well-preserved street. Staff 
welcomes discussion of its historical significance.  
 
Description: This Garrison Colonial style house was built in 1953 by 
developer William H. Nelson. The two-story, three-bay-by-two-bay 
house features a brick chimney on the right elevation and a covered 
entry to the rear. There is a small, nondescript shed to the rear of the 
house on the left side of the property that the applicant is proposing 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/810834
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/813765
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/813765
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/813918
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to demolish as well. There are no alterations to the property on file in 
ISD permit records. Directly across the street at 272-274 Webster 
Street, lies a nearly identical house with the exception of an added 
garage. This home was also built by William H. Nelson. 273-275 
Webster is not individually inventoried on MACRIS, however, nearby 
older homes have been. As mentioned above for 297 Webster Street, 
this neighborhood is well preserved, featuring many Victorian-era 
homes of similar scale and style, however 273-275 Webster is much 
newer than many of those homes.  
 
Recommendation: This is a well-preserved home in a well-preserved 
neighborhood, with an identical property built by the same developer 
across the street. However, these properties were built more recently 
than other well-preserved houses on the street. Staff welcomes 
discussion of the historical significance of this house.  
 
Proposed Finding, if found preferably preserved: Staff would welcome 
plans for a proposed partial demolition. Any new construction should 
retain the scale of the other homes on Webster Street. 

 
 

10. 86 Albert Road 

Waiver of Demolition Delay 
View Application Here  
View Original Application Here  
 
Summary: 
 
Description: This small cape-style house was constructed in 1952 by 
builder and owner Joseph Arduino. Joseph M. Arduino lived at 712 
Boylston Street in Newton, and was a property developer who built 
much of Albert Road in the early 1950s. The property is a a 1.5 story 
cape, but lacks the signature dormers on the roof. There have been no 
alterations to the permit in the ISD file. This property has not been 
inventoried on the historic resource survey, nor has any other 
property on Albert Road. The street was developed in the 1950s, all 
in similar small cape styles. 
 

11. 213 Adams Avenue 

Waiver of Demolition Delay 
View Application Here  
View Original Application Here  
 
Summary:  
 
Description: This eclectic style home was originally constructed in 
1850, with shingle siding. No original permit exists in ISD records for 
this property, though records of one alteration to the house exists: on 
for an 8 x 10 addition for an extra bathroom in 1930. However, 
there is an obvious larger addition on the left side of the house, 
with the long asymmetrical gable end. This suggests that the 
original fabric of the house would have resembled a front-gabled 
colonial revival, with entries on the sides of the home. Currently, 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/812254
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/808724
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/790520
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/808724
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/807005
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/808724
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/792283
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/808724
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there are side entries on either side of the home. 
 

12. 109 Harwich Road 

Waiver of Demolition Delay 
View Application Here  
View Original Application Here  
 
Summary:  
 
Description: This 1960 split-level home is constructed in the “flying 
eave” style, characterized by its asymmetrical front gable, low pitched 
roof and short, wide windows in the rooms over the garage. While this 
street and neighborhood is certainly in transition, there are still 
approximately half of the homes on it built in a variety of midcentury 
split-level styles. Of those homes in the immediate area, this is one of 
the better examples of the style. 
 

https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/809530
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/808724
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/795792
https://newtonma.portal.opengov.com/records/808724

