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STAFF MEMORANDUM
Meeting Date: January 18, 2024
DATE: January 11, 2024
TO: Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission
FROM: Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner
SUBJECT: Additional Review Information

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process
of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill
HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application.

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members,

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you
should have received in your meeting packet.

17 Lee Road - Certificate of Hardship

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: Sarah T. Coffin had the circa 1880 Colonial Revival house built on land previously held
by the Chestnut Hill Land Associates in the 1870s. She rented the house out to Mr. and Mrs. William Spaulding.
Mr. Spaulding worked in the leather business in Boston.

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from the December 2023 meeting. The application was denied
a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace a set of casement windows and a fixed window with Renewal by
Andersen Fibrex (composite) windows. The exterior of the proposed windows was not consistent with the
appearance of historic wood windows.

Notes:

e Per Section 22-40(f)(10) of the ordinance, the commission must determine that the application for a
Certificate of Hardship meets three criteria. Here is the section from the ordinance: “...commission
shall determine whether, owing to conditions especially affecting the building or structure involved,
but not affecting the district generally, failure to approve an application will involve a substantial
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hardship, financial or otherwise, to the applicant and whether such application may be approved
without substantial detriment to public welfare and without substantial derogation from the intent
and purposes of this section. If the commission determines that owing to such conditions failure to
approve the application will involve substantial hardship to the applicant and approval thereof may
be made without such substantial detriment or derogation, the commission shall issue a certificate of
hardship.

e Approval of a Certificate requires four affirmative votes. Denial of a Certificate requires 3 affirmative
vote.

e There are manufacturers who make windows from mahogany which is described as a strong, durable
wood that is extremely resistant to moisture and rot.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/809314
PDF File: Compiled 17 Lee windows
Assessors database map

Request for Certificate of Hardship
Photos of existing conditions
Photos

Renderings

Product information

MHC Form B

Additional technical information

26 Suffolk Road — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1910 Gothic Revival First Unitarian Church of Chestnut Hill was designed by
James Lovell Little, Jr. Little also designed residences in Brookline and Newton. In addition to designing

the church, he also designed two Newton residences: 777 Dedham St (1913 Robert Gould Shaw House) and 92
Reservoir Ave (1915 Harold K. Estabrook House).

APPLICATION PROCESS: The review of the application to remove the existing sign and install a similar sign in a
different location is continued from the December 2023 meeting. The applicant was asked to come back with
revised designs for a smaller sign, and to set up stakes on the property showing where the sign would be located.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/808434
PDF File: Compiled 26 Suffolk sign

Assessors database map

Photos

Project description

Sign drawing with dimensions

Rendering

MHC Form B

101 Old Orchard Road - Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1928 Colonial Revival house was designed by Ernest A. Snow for Winslow Sears
and then sold to Mr. and Mrs. Donald Angier. Mr. Angier worked for his father, George Angier, who was the
president of Angier Chemical Company in Alston. Ernest A. Snow also designed and built 109 and 119 Old
Orchard Road and 6 Lee Road.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to install hardscaping and landscape lighting. The hardscaping work
includes rebuilding existing features such as the front walkway, landing, risers, side patio and sitting wall, and
adding retaining walls and granite patio steps.


https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/809314
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MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/807783
PDF File: Compiled 101 Old Orchard hardscaping
Assessors database map

Photos

Survey

Site plans — existing and proposed

Site elements

Site photos

Planting and lighting plan

Details

Lighting specifications

MHC Form B

68 Reservoir Avenue - Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The house was built in 1982.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to modify the driveway and add paver apron, add new parking area,
change front walkways and front entry stairs, replace fence sections, and put in plantings.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/813256
PDF File: Compiled 68 Reservoir hardscaping
Assessors database map

Photos

Site plan existing conditions

Tree removal plan

Fence diagram

Landscape plan

Hardscape materials

Proposed fence

Proposed drainage plan

MHC Form B

7 Reservoir Avenue — Certificate of Appropriateness
Note: the back of the house and property are visible from Beacon Street.
HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The house was built in 1994.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to close up a door on back, remove the overhang, move a vent, install
a slider door, extend the existing deck and install a wood privacy fence along the Beacon Street side of the deck.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/locations/108604
PDF File: Compiled 7 Reservoir multiple

Assessors database map

Scope of work with photos and renderings

Deck sketch

Products and materials

Administrative discussion

Minutes: There are no minutes ready for review.
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