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 Newton Sustainable Materials Management Commission (SMMC) 

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, November 16, 2023, 7:00 p.m. 

City Hall, Room 205 

 

Members in Attendance: Sunwoo Kahng, Chair, Carl Valente, Secretary, Marian Rambelle, Alan 

Gordon, Karen Slote (left at 7:50 p.m.), Miles Smith, Robin Maltz and Vince McKay. 

 

Members Absent:, Steve Ferrey, Meryl Kessler, John Lewis, and Jim McGonagle, Commissioner, 

DPW, Ex-Officio.   

 

Other Participants: Mayor Ruthanne Fuller, Alison Leary, City Councilor, Shawna Sullivan, 

Deputy Commissioner, DPW, Waneta Trabert, Director, DPW Sustainable Materials Management 

Division. 

  

Discussion of SMMD ‘Recommendations to Rethink Curbside Collection Services’ 

This report, which was funded with staff support by MassDEP, includes several recommendations 

regarding the future of the City’s curbside collection of trash and recycling.  Comments from 

Mayor Fuller included: 

• She sees the report as a variety of options to choose from in the future. The City does not 

have the staff or resources to implement all of the recommendations made. 

• The DPW is looking at possibly bidding curbside collection with the Town of Brookline. 

• The City does not currently have the resources to provide city-wide curbside food waste 

collection. 

• She would be willing to explore PAYT/smaller carts, with fees being set to the incremental 

additional costs of the new collection contract. 

• The is an existing $70,000 State funded earmark, that will underwrite some of the fees for 

the food waste collection program that are charged to residents who choose to subscribe. 

Ms. Trabert commented that it is unclear where in the State’s grant process this funding is. 

• Should is not inclined to support a move to every other week trash collection, but is open 

to hearing more about the merits of such a change. 

 

Ms. Slote also provided information and made a presentation regarding artificial turf at the City’s 

athletic fields and urged the Mayor to reconsider the replacement of the Newton North High School 

Fields with new artificial turf.  The Mayor commented that in considering all factors, she is 

comfortable supporting the continued use of artificial turf in the city. 

 

The SMMC will continue its discussion regarding this report at its December meeting. 

  

SMMD Update: 

The SMMD update, dated November 13, 2023 was discussed.  Ms. Trabert noted that compost 

collection containers will be provided in three locations:  Albermarle, City Hall and Wheeler Road.  

This pilot programs will provide residents with free, 24 hours access to dispose of  food waste. 
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Approval of October 26, 2023 Meeting Minutes:  

On the motion by Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. McKay, the Meeting Minutes of October 26, 2023 

were approved 6-0-2 on a roll call vote.  Ms. Kahng, Mr. Valente, Ms. Maltz, Ms. Slote, Mr. 

Smith and Mr. McKay, voting yes.  Ms. Rambelle and Mr. Gordon abstaining.  

 

Public Comments/Open Announcements: Mr. Smith noted that the popular fix-it clinic would 

be resuming, to be held at the Library. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
 

Next Meeting:  The next meeting of the SMMC will be Thursday, December 28, 2023, scheduled 

to be via Zoom. 

 

Documents Provided/Discussed at Meeting: 

1. October 26, 2023 Meeting Minutes. 

2. Report, ‘Recommendations to Rethink Curbside Collection Services’ (distributed to 

Commission in advance of meeting. 

3. October 2023 SMMD Update, dated October 23, 2023. 

4. Presentation/handout on artificial turf field provided by Ms. Slote. 

 


