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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  January 11, 2024 
     

DATE:  January 4, 2024 
 

TO:   Newton Upper Falls Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Newton Upper Falls Historic District Commission 
(Newton Upper Falls HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being reviewed and the 
application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process of the Newton Upper Falls HDC. 
Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Newton Upper Falls HDC can take into 
consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 

 
Dear Newton Upper Falls HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you should have 
received in your meeting packet. 
 

Applications 

954 Chestnut Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The circa 1830 Federal style house was built by carpenter Luther S. Raymond. Given the 
similarity of the original house forms of 954, 960 and 966 Chestnut Street, it is likely that he built those houses. 
 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to install a heat pump on the left side and conduits on the left and right 
sides of the house. The commission previously approved a project to replace a window on the left side and 
remove the window next to it. The owners would now like to replace both windows with the replacement window 
that the commission approved. The work on the left side would be somewhat visible from Chestnut Street and the 
work on the right side is towards the back and probably not visible from the public way. 
 

MATERIALS PROVIDED:  
Application:  https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/812998   
Compiled 954 Chestnut 
Assessors database map 
Project description 
Photos 
Renderings and sight lines 
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Product information 
MHC Form B 
 

7 Lucille Place – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The Post-War house was built in 1948. 
 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to build a second story addition.  
 
Notes: The following materials were requested but have not yet been received. They will be forwarded to 
commissioners if we get them before the meeting. The owner and applicants were advised that without them, the 
commission might not be able to do a full review but would give feedback on the project. 
 

• Photos of all four sides of the existing house. 

• Product cut sheets for all proposed products and materials with photos and proposed options highlighted 

• Window construction details (commission will approve simulated divided lites with interior and exterior 
grilles attached at the factory and dark spacer bars) 

• Detail drawings or photos showing what architectural details will look like - door and window trim details, 
rakes, soffits, etc. 
 

MATERIALS PROVIDED:  
Application:  https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/813701  
Compiled 7 Lucille addition 
Assessors database map 
Photos 
Renderings 
Plans, Existing and Proposed 
Elevations and Roof Plan, Existing and Proposed 
Gutter and Downspout detail drawings 
MHC Form B 
 

981 Chestnut Street – Working Session 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The Federal style building was built circa 1825. An 1883 newspaper article describes a 
fire on August 1, 1843 and that the house was “then occupied as a Tavern kept by one Capt Harding, which 
building was saved from being also burnt by the young boys who then worked the abandoned engine formerly 
used here; and for this successful effort Capt. Harding presented them with a bell which is now in the possession 
of Hose Company No. 9.” 
 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicant would like feedback on what might be appropriate for a potential project to 
renovate the existing house and add a new building. 
 
Note: the only materials provided for the proposed project is a plan showing the possible footprint. 
 

MATERIALS PROVIDED:  
Application:  https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/813976 
Compiled 981 Chestnut  
Owner Authorization 
Assessors database map 
Photos 
Footprint of proposed project 
MHC Form B 
 

Administrative discussion:  

Meeting minutes: There are no draft minutes ready for review yet. 
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