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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  December 21, 2023 
     

DATE:  December 14, 2023 
 

TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being 
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process 
of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill 
HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 

 
 

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you 
should have received in your meeting packet. 
 
Applications 

26 Suffolk Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1910 Gothic Revival First Unitarian Church of Chestnut Hill was designed by James 
Lovell Little, Jr. Little also designed a number of residences in Brookline and Newton. In addition to designing 
the church, he also designed two Newton residences: 777 Dedham St (1913 Robert Gould Shaw House) and 92 
Reservoir Ave (1915 Harold K. Estabrook House). 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The church wants to remove the existing sign and install a similar sign in a different 
location, closer to the street and more visible. The new sign will also have hooks to hang a small interchangeable 
sign. The construction of the hand carved sign board is like what was approved for the church at 379 Hammond 
Street – 2 layers of high-density urethane sandwiching a piece of MDO plywood. The cedar posts would be 
wrapped with pressure-treated wood extending two feet above grade and three feet below grade. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/808434   
PDF File: Compiled 26 Suffolk sign 
Assessors database map 
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Photos 
Project description 
Sign drawing with dimensions 
Rendering 
MHC Form B 
 

17 Lee Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: Sarah T. Coffin had the circa 1880 Colonial Revival house built on land previously held 
by the Chestnut Hill Land Associates in the 1870s. She rented the house out to Mr. and Mrs. William Spaulding. 
Mr. Spaulding worked in the leather business in Boston. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owner wants to replace several windows on the front elevation with new window 
inserts: a pair of casement windows on the second floor and a small, fixed window on the first floor. The 
proposed replacement window insert is a Renewal by Andersen FDL insert (with interior and exterior grilles and 
spacer bar.) The exterior material is a composite, Fibrex. 

 Notes: The submission did not have enough information to show how the sight lines of the proposed windows 
will match the existing, and the commission has not typically approved fiberglass/composite windows. We 
asked the applicants to provide a comparison photo (holding up a corner sample next to the window); or 
detailed dimensioned comparison drawings. We also asked for photos of a sample or installed window to 
understand how the fiberglass exterior looks. 

We kept this on the agenda so that the commission can review whatever information is available for the 
meeting, ask questions about the project and provide additional direction. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/809314   
PDF File: Compiled 17 Lee windows 
Assessors database map 
Photos 
Renderings 
Product information 
MHC Form B 
Additional technical information 

 

Administrative discussion 
Minutes: Review November 7 and November 16 draft minutes. 

 
Owner or applicant must attend the meeting to present the application. 
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