Newton Sustainable Materials Management Commission (SMMC)
Meeting Minutes
Thursday, October 26, 2023, 7:00 p.m.
Zoom Online Meeting

Members in Attendance: Sunwoo Kahng, Chair, Meryl Kessler, Vice Chair, Carl Valente,
Secretary, Karen Slote, Miles Smith, Steven Ferrey (at 7:35 p.m.), Robin Maltz (at 7:25 p.m.) and
Vince McKay.

Members Absent: Marian Rambelle, Alan Gordon, John Lewis, and Jim McGonagle,
Commissioner, DPW, Ex-Officio.

Other Participants: Waneta Trabert, Director, DPW Sustainable Materials Management Division
and Kim O’Rourke, Middletown CT, Julia Malakie, City Councilor and Terry Sauro.

Approval of September 28, 2023 Meeting Minutes:

On the motion by Mr. McKay, seconded by Ms. Kahng, the Meeting Minutes of September 28,
2023 were approved 5-0-2 on a roll call vote. Ms. Kahng, Mr. Valente, Ms. Maltz, Ms. Kessler
and Mr. McKay, voting yes. Ms. Slote and Mr. Smith abstaining.

Discussion of Middletown, CT Organics Collection Program:
Kim Rourke, from the City of Middletown, CT , reported on a new organics collection program
that is for residents and certain businesses that within the Town’s Sanitation District
(approximately 2500 accounts). Highlights of the program include:
e Property owners within the Sanitation District pay an annual sanitation fee for services.
e The program was initially begun as a Pilot program in which about 60 percent of the
residents and property owners within the Sanitation District participated.
e The current fee is $280 per year plus the price of purchasing the bags: $1 for 15-gallon
trash bag and $.25 for an organics bag.
e Bags must be strong enough to be compacted and then sorted without breaking.
e Middletown took advantage of State grants to advance this organics collection program.
e The co-collection of materials (trash and food waste) began with a pilot program in
November 2022. At that time, separate trash and food waste bags were provided to users.
e Both type bags are then placed in carts for sorting and disposal.
e The bags are sorted at a sorting facility. The trash bags are sent to one disposal location
and the food waste is transported to an anaerobic digestor facility.
e While this program is 100 percent fee based, State grant funding provides an important
contribution to the overall cost.



Discussion of SMMD ‘Recommendations to Rethink Curbside Collection Services’

This report, which was funded with staff support by MassDEP, included several recommendations
regarding the future of the City’s curbside collection of trash and recycling. Questions/comments
from the SMMC included:

e What does the Mayor think of the recommendations in the Report? Ms. Trabert
commented that while the Mayor has not provided specific feedback, certain options that
were included in early drafts were not included in the final report as the Mayor would not
support these options.

e The report makes a strong case for changing the way the City pays to dispose of recycled
materials.

e Discussion of the report will continue at the SMMC meeting on November 16.

SMMD Update:
The SMMD update, dated October 23, 2023 was deferred to a subsequent meeting.

Public Comments/Open Announcements: There were no public comments/open
announcements.

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

Next Meeting: The next meeting of the SMMC will be Thursday, November 16, 2023, tentatively
scheduled to be in-person as the Mayor will attend.

Documents Provided/Discussed at Meeting:

1. September 28, 2023 Meeting Minutes.

2. Report, ‘Recommendations to Rethink Curbside Collection Services’ (distributed to
Commission in advance of meeting.

3. October 2023 SMMD Update, dated October 23, 2023.



