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Tuesday, November 28, 2023 

 
Finance Committee Present: Councilors Grossman (Chair), Kalis, Gentile, Noel, Oliver, Humphrey, 
and Malakie 
 
Finance Committee Absent: Councilor Norton 
 
Programs & Services Committee Present: Councilors Krintzman, Noel, Humphrey, Wright, 
Albright, Baker, Ryan, and Greenberg 
 
Also Present: Councilors Kelley, Leary, and Crossley 
 
City Staff: Perry Rosenfield, Manager of Financial Planning; Connor Roach, Senior Financial 
Planner; Jonathan Yeo, Chief Operating Officer; Maureen Lemieux, Chief Financial Officer; Liam 
Hurley, Assistant Superintendent of Newton Public Schools; Nicole Banks, Commissioner of Parks, 
Recreation and Culture; Luis Perez Demorizi, Director of Parks and Open Space; Steve Curley, 
Comptroller; Mike Jackson, Athletic Director; Pat Gonzalez; Athletic Director; and Jaclyn Norton, 
Committee Clerk 
 
For more information regarding this meeting, a video recording can be found at the following 
link: 11-28-23 Joint Finance and Programs & Services Meeting  
 

Referred to Programs and Services and Finance Committees 
#359-23 Appropriate $2,400,000 for Synthetic Turf Carpet at Newton North High 

School’s Dickinson Field  
HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend 
the sum of two-million four-hundred thousand dollars ($2,400,000) from June 
30, 2023 Certified Free Cash (001-3240) for synthetic turf carpet and infill 
materials, installation, and construction oversight to replace the synthetic turf 
field at Newton North High School’s Dickinson Field and to resurface the 
perimeter track.  

Action: Finance Approved 5-1-1 (Councilor Malakie Opposed) (Councilor Humphrey 
Abstained)  
Programs & Services Approved 6-1-1 (Councilor Wright Opposed) (Councilor 
Humphrey Abstained) 

 

https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/rec/share/s4vbfY2sZTGU9BVQu1WT3VVO4p8S0ZjcnsYMhCtfKPF4z6RB8wCMw7vfPgXW9yOO.VpPKtSkyYZbpj5Fl
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Note:  Nicole Banks, Commissioner of Parks, Recreation and Culture, joined the 
Committee and noted that the Department has held meetings and researched synthetic turf vs 
natural grass to find a solution that can meet the needs of the City. During the attached 
presentation she also detailed how the number of sports and teams has increased further. Luis 
Perez Demorizi, Director of Parks and Open Space, presented the benefits that synthetic turf 
fields can have including an increased athletic season, the ability for sports to be safely overlaid, 
and the ability to allow more space for higher impact sports. The attached presentation also 
provides a cost-benefit analysis for natural grass vs synthetic turf along with the spending 
allocation for premier playing fields.  
 
This proposal would replace the synthetic turf carpet and infill material along with resurfacing 
the rubberized track surfacing. Mr. Demorizi noted that these are both 13 years old and are 
recommended to be replaced every 8-10 years. The current turf at Dickinson Field would be 
recycled by a facility in Pennsylvania into plastic lumber products. This recycling was also done 
for the turf fields at Newton South High School. The new turf would be comprised of a slit film 
and monofilament turf carpet along with a 75% TPE and 25% sand mixture for the infill. This 
project is anticipated to be completed before the fall 2024 athletic pre-season. 
 
The total cost for this project is $2,400,000 and is broken down into the following components: 
$992,607 for construction costs, $1,282,393 for the turf and infill materials, and $125,000 for 
administrative services related to the design and construction.   
 
Multiple Councilors noted concern with this project being funded through free cash while the 
creation of a synthetic turf field at Albemarle is being funded through ARPA. Jonathan Yeo, 
Chief Operating Officer noted this turf replacement had been planned to be funded through 
free cash for years and the creation of a synthetic turf field at Albemarle is a separate project.  
 
Concerns were raised by Councilors regarding the environmental and health factors of synthetic 
turf. Regarding the presence of PFAS in the selected materials, Heather Lanza from CDM Smith 
noted that the materials were tested and PFAS were detected in very low amounts under very 
extreme conditions. These conditions were outside those which the synthetic turf would 
experience in the environment. Commissioner Banks added that she has been in contact with 
Linda Walsh, Commissioner of Health and Human Services, who had no safety concerns 
regarding the results of the testing. A report with the results of the testing will be made 
available soon according to Ms. Lanza. A Councilor asked staff if the City has done work 
regarding finding an area for new grass fields. Commissioner Banks stated that this is part of the 
athletic field strategy of the Department and noted specific plans to increase the grass athletic 
field space at the Burr school. These expansion plans do however rely on the repair of the 
synthetic turf field at Newton North along with the new synthetic turf field at Albemarle to 
handle demand while these expansions to grass athletic fields are being conducted. Multiple 
Councilors stated that while these trade-offs do exist this proposal is necessary for the 
maintenance of Dickinson Field and that the turf materials in the proposal are better than the 
current materials.  
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Councilor Albright moved approval for the Programs & Services Committee and called the 
question. Programs & Services Committee members voted 6-1-1 (Councilor Wright Opposed) 
(Councilor Humphrey Abstaining) on a motion to approve from Councilor Albright. The Finance 
Committee subsequently voted 5-1-1 (Councilor Malakie Opposed) (Councilor Humphrey 
Abstained) on a motion to approve from Councilor Kalis. 
 

Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Commitees 
#155-23(2) Appropriate $50,000 to a Parks, Recrea�on & Culture Account 

HER HONOR THE MAYOR reques�ng authoriza�on to appropriate and expend the 
sum of fi�y thousand dollars ($50,000) from acct # 5503R602-590001 B.A.A. 
Marathon to a Parks, Recrea�on & Culture Account to fund a “Heartbreak Hill” 
banner. 

Ac�on: Finance Denied 7-0 
 Programs & Services Approved 5-2-1 (Councilors Humphrey and Noel Opposed) 

(Councilor Wright Abstained) 
 
Note:  Commissioner Banks noted that the Parks, Recreation & Culture Department has 
been working to display a banner on Commonwealth Ave during the Boston Marathon. This 
banner is located at the top of Heartbreak Hill and has been held up for the past two years by 
being tied to two bucket trucks from the Urban Forestry division of the Department. The 
proposal would replace a light pole located at 360 Commonwealth Ave and install a new light 
pole on the interior side of the street. These poles would be equipped with eye bolts for cross-
street banners along with attachment points for side banners. Commissioner Banks also stated 
that a similar light pole design can be seen at the intersection of Commonwealth Ave and 
Beaumont. The attached presentation contains a diagram of the poles along with photos of the 
proposed location. 
 
Regarding banner use, the side banners would be treated similarly to other side banners and 
incorporated into public art initiatives. The cross-street banner would have a maximum use of 6 
weeks per banner posting with 4 months of aggregate posting during the pilot year and be used 
only for City messaging.  
 
Multiple Councilors raised support for this revised design that has the banner attached to light 
poles with one Councilor noting how this proposal is consistent with the City’s Banner Policy. 
Councilors also described how this proposal will allow a current program to operate in a better 
way and how it will promote pride for Newton. Other Councilors voiced concern with the cost 
of this program with one Councilor stating that they were unsure if this would be a cost savings 
compared to the current method of the banner being tied to two bucket trucks. Councilors also 
proposed that these funds could have been allocated to playground improvements as has been 
done historically along with costs incurred by hosting the marathon. Mr. Yeo responded that 
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$90,000 of this funding had been approved by the Council earlier this year for playground 
improvements.  
 
Programs & Services Committee members voted 5-2-1 (Councilors Humphrey and Noel 
Opposed) (Councilor Wright Abstained) on a motion to approve from Councilor Albright. The 
Finance Committee voted 7-0 on a motion to deny from Councilor Oliver. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:01 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Rebecca Walker Grossman, Chair of Finance Committee 
 
Josh Krintzman, Chair of Programs & Services Committee 
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