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STAFF MEMORANDUM
Meeting Date: November 16, 2023
DATE: November 8, 2023
TO: Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission
FROM: Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner
SUBJECT: Additional Review Information

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process
of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill
HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application.

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members,

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you
should have received in your meeting packet.

Applications

Note: 25 and 31 Chestnut Hill Terrace applications were reviewed and approved and have been
withdrawn from the November 16" meeting agenda.

53 Reservoir Avenue — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: Development on Reservoir Avenue, named for the Chestnut Hill Reservoir, began in
the early teens. 19, 87, and 92 Reservoir Avenue were built in 1911, 1912, and 1915. The rest of the houses on
the west side were built in the 1920s, including the circa 1927 Craftsman style house whose first residents
were Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Hallahan. Mr. Hallahan worked in insurance. The opposite side of Reservoir
Avenue was developed from the late 1930s onwards.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to repave the asphalt driveway and expand it to create parking for two
vehicles. They want to increase the width of the driveway from 10 feet to 14 feet by adding four feet of asphalt
running the length of the left side of the driveway.
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Notes: the owners were asked if they could reduce the amount of additional asphalt by only enlarging the
driveway area at the garage. And they were advised to check with Inspectional Services about the permit and
open space requirements.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/789884
PDF File: Compiled 53 Reservoir driveway

Project description

Assessors database map

Mortgage Inspection Plan

Photos

Sketch of driveway plan

MHC Form B

150 Beacon Street — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1925 Colonial Revival house was designed by James George Hutchison and built by
E.A. Lally. Lally developed properties on Chestnut Hill Terrace and Gate House and Meigh Roads. The first home
owner and occupant was lawyer E.J. Brandon.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to replace the existing gutters which are a mix of aluminum and wood.
They submitted two options: 1) half-round aluminum gutters; and 2) fiberglass gutters with a historic profile.

Notes:

The half-round gutters would require that the rafter tails be cut to accommodate them. The applicant was
asked to make the case that half-round gutters would be appropriate for this style house by showing examples
of half-round gutters on similar houses. They were also asked to provide details on how the rafter tails would
be modified.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/807969
PDF File: Compiled 150 Beacon gutters

Assessors database map

Photos

Diagram showing location of existing aluminum and wood gutters
Photos of gutter samples

Detailed work descriptions for aluminum gutters and fiberglass gutters
MHC Form B

Administrative discussion
Minutes: The September and October 2023 draft minutes are ready for review and approval.

Design Guidelines: Continue the review of the Chestnut Hill HDC Design Guidelines. These would be
the general guidelines for Chestnut Hill and would be supplemented with information from other
sources such as the Salem Design Guidelines.
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