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STAFF MEMORANDUM
Meeting Date: November 7, 2023
DATE: October 31, 2023
TO: Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission
FROM: Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner
SUBJECT: Additional Review Information

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process
of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill
HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application.

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members,

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you
should have received in your meeting packet.

Applications
Notes:
Existing curbing:

e In 2018, the Commission approved curbing at 28 Chestnut Hill Terr (house with blue
clapboard). I couldn’t find a record as to when the curbing at 20 Chestnut Hill Terr (brick
house) was installed.

e There is a mix of granite and asphalt curbing on Gate House Road coming up from Beacon St
and granite curbing on both sides of the entrance to Chestnut Hill Terr.

e And some granite curbing where Chestnut Hill Rd starts off of Gate House Road.

The owners have ongoing issues with water getting on the property and walkway, icing in the winter,
and walkway and property damage from service and delivery vehicles.

The street is a narrow dead-end which probably contributes to the issues of vehicles damaging
walkways and property. Staff asked the Engineering to provide widths for Chestnut Hill Terrace, and
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for Old Orchard and Suffolk Roads as a point of comparison and will send that information out when
we get it.

31 Chestnut Hill Terrace — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: Newton and Chestnut Hill experienced heavy development pressure in the 1920s.
Several large Chestnut Hill estates were subdivided at that time, including Mrs. Henry Lee’s property along
Gatehouse Road and Beacon Street. Chestnut Hill Terrace was named Newton Street when it was laid out in
1928; the name was changed to Chestnut Hill Terrace in 1930. The Colonial Revival house was designed by
Newton architect Albert M. Kreider and built by J.C. Crowley of Brighton in 1941. Kreider was the architect for
358 Beacon Street, and Post war 1940s and 1950s subdivisions on Evelyn Road, Judith Road, Mary Ellen Road
and Walnut Street. The first owners of 31 Chestnut Hill Terrace were Martin W. and Mary Newman. Martin
worked as a broker at 66 Summer Street in Boston.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to install granite curbing at the front of the property. They came to
the October meeting for a working session and described several ongoing issues including flooding, hazardous
icing conditions on their walkway, and damage to their walkway and property from service and delivery vehicles.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/806160
PDF File: Compiled 31 CHT curbing

Assessors database map

Site plan

Staff photos of existing conditions

Emails from owner

Photos from owner

MHC Form B

25 Chestnut Hill Terrace — Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: Newton and Chestnut Hill experienced heavy development pressure in the 1920s.
Several large Chestnut Hill estates were subdivided at that time, including Mrs. Henry Lee’s property along
Gatehouse Road and Beacon Street. Chestnut Hill Terrace was named Newton Street when it was laid out in
1928; the name was changed to Chestnut Hill Terrace in 1930. The 1928 Colonial Revival house was probably
the first house built after Newton Street (Chestnut Hill Terrace) was laid out. Walter J. and Helen A. Rose were
the first owners and at the time of the 1930 U.S. Federal Census, lived in the house with their daughter
Gwendolyn. Walter J. Rose gave his occupation as a representative for a varnish company.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to install granite curbing at the front of the property because of
erosion and property damage from service and delivery vehicles. They came to an earlier meeting and withdrew
the application when it appeared that it would not get approved. They would like the commission to review it
again.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/798977
PDF File: Compiled 25 CHT curbing

Assessors database map

Site plan

Staff photos of existing conditions

Emails from owner

Photos from owner

MHC Form B
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