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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  October 19, 2023 
     

DATE:  October 13, 2023 
 

TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being 
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process 
of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill 
HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 

 
 

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you 
should have received in your meeting packet. 
 
Applications 

Request for Certificate of Appropriateness to Remediate Violation at 119 Old Orchard Road 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1926 Craftsman house was designed by Ernest A. Snow for Winslow Sears who 
was in banking and brokerage with Arnold, Sears & Company in Boston. Snow also built the Colonial Revival 
houses at 8 Lee Road, 101 and 109 Old Orchard Road, and 45 Reservoir Avenue. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS: The review of the request for a Certificate of Appropriateness to remediate the 
cobblestone apron which was confirmed to be in violation of the Historic District Ordinance is continued from 
the last meeting. Commissioners wanted another opportunity to look at the cobblestone apron, the 
streetscape, and other cobblestone aprons in the neighborhood. The owners were not asked to provide any 
additional information from the last meeting. 
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Notes:  

Request for Certificate of Appropriateness to Remediate Violation 

• The commission can review and discuss the request for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
work that was done. 

• If there is enough information to understand the work that was done, the commission should put 
forward a motion to approve the request for a Certificate of Appropriateness; the motion should 
state that the violation is remediated. 

• If the motion is approved (at least four votes to approve), then the violation is considered 
remediated and the Stop Work Order will be lifted. 

• If the motion is denied (less than four vote to approve), commissioners must provide clear 
direction on what the applicants need to address to submit a new request for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness to remediate the violation. 

• If there is not enough information to understand the work that was done, commissioners need to 
provide direction on what gaps need to be addressed and the applicants need to agree in writing 
to continue the review. The applicants would need to provide the required information and come 
to a commission meeting. 

• Staff will file the votes with ISD and the City Clerk’s Office. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED:  
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/802133  
Compiled 119 Old Orchard driveway 
Assessors database map 
Photos of completed work 
Photos of cobblestone aprons in the neighborhood 
MHC Form B 

 

342 Beacon Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1947 Colonial Revival was first occupied by lawyer Frank J. Penny. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: There are two applications on the agenda. The first is the continuation of the review of 
the wrought iron handrail proposed to be installed on the stairs leading up from the front sidewalk which was 
required by Inspectional Services because of safety concerns. Notes: No new materials are available. The 
applicant for the fence project agreed to provide the required drawing showing how the railing would be built 
for the existing stairs for the October meeting. If we get the drawing before the meeting, Staff will forward it 
to commissioners. Otherwise, the applicant will present it at the meeting. 

The applicant is also proposing to install stockade fence sections and gates between the back corners of the 
house and the existing stockade fences running along the left and right property lines. The intent is to enclose 
the backyard for a dog. Notes: the applicant was advised that the commission typically has not approved tall, 
closed board fences running parallel to the street that cut off existing views on the property. Staff 
recommended submitting an option for an open picket fence; maybe like the adjacent fence at 350 Beacon St 
so that there is consistency. If we get the information before the meeting, Staff will forward it to 
commissioners. Otherwise, the applicant will present it at the meeting. 

Railing: 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/759770   
PDF File: Compiled Materials 342 Beacon wrought iron railing 
Assessors database map 
Photos 
Railing drawings with dimensions 
MHC Form B 
 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/802133
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Fence: 
MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/804944    
PDF File: Compiled 342 Beacon fence 
Assessors database map 
Photos 
Renderings 
Fence plan 
MHC Form B 
 

Administrative discussion 

31 Chestnut Hill Terrace, Working Session: The owner applied for curbing. Because this is time sensitive 
(City Engineering stops installing curbing mid-November), the chair agreed that the owner could discuss 
the application with the commission and get feedback. The application will go on the November 
meeting agenda for a full review. 

Minutes: There are no draft minutes ready for review. 

Design Guidelines: Continue the review of the Chestnut Hill HDC Design Guidelines. These would be 
the general guidelines for Chestnut Hill and would be supplemented with information from other 
sources such as the Salem Design Guidelines. 
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