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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  September 21, 2023 
     

DATE:  September 14, 2023 
 

TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being 
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process 
of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill 
HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 

 
 

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you 
should have received in your meeting packet. 
 
Applications 

14 Old Orchard Road - Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1900 Classical Revival house was designed by Chapman and Frazier for William and 
Fanny Blodget, and in 1904, the firm designed the “autohouse”. Parsons and Wait designed the rear sleeping 
porches which were added in 1928. William Blodget worked in finance. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to install an 8-foot by 12-foot unstained cedar planter box in the back 
side yard. The box height is 20”; with the wire mesh fencing section the total height is 33”. 

Notes: if the yews and plantings were removed, the box might be visible from the street. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application link: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/802883   
PDF File: Compiled 14 Old Orchard planter 
Assessors database map 
Project description 
Site plan marked to show location of cedar planter 
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Photos 
Product photos and information 
MHC Form B 
 

12 Acacia Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1927 Colonial Revival house was first occupied by John S. Keohane who was the 
president of the J.G. Pierce company of Boston. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The review is continued from the previous meeting. At the last meeting, the owner was 
approved to use the Marvin Elevate windows for the new garage. Commissioners asked for detailed drawings to 
understand how the Marvin Elevate windows would compare to the existing windows if they were installed at 
the front of the house in the former garage location. The applicant has provided the drawings. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application link: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/798044 
PDF File: Compiled_12 Acacia former attached garage windows 
Assessors database map 
Project description 
Elevation 
Detailed before and after drawings 
Photos of existing front windows 
Photos of proposed window next to existing front window 
Window quote 
Close up photos of window sample 
Window drawings 
MHC Form B 
 

124 Chestnut Hill Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1923 English Revival house was designed by Frohman, Robb and Little for author 
Ben Ames Williams. Williams was a well-known novelist and short story writer; much of his writing was published 
in the Saturday Evening Post. Several of his novels and short stories were made into films; among them 
Adventure’s End, Leave Her to Heaven, The Strange Woman and Johnny Trouble. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from the previous meeting. Commissioners asked for more 
details about the proposed retaining walls at the front and for details about the exact products that would be 
used for features such as the fountain, gates, etc. They also noted that the commission has not approved large 
granite curbing except for situations where there was a critical need; for example, protecting trees along the 
street edge, addressing larger drainage issues, etc. 

The applicants have provided more details and the following changes were made to the proposed work: 

Shorter plantings will be planted at the front of the property to maintain the open views. 

The proposed stone for the retaining walls was changed to a more formal granite stone similar to what is being 
used at 65 Essex Road. 

The fountain and front gate will not be installed. 

The granite curbing is now proposed to be cobblestone like what is seen elsewhere on Chestnut Hill and Essex 
Roads. 

Stone piers were added to mark the entrance to the new walkway. 

Notes: At the last meeting, commissioners stated that they were comfortable with the proposed work at the 
back of the property. 
 

MATERIALS PROVIDED:  
Application link: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/799496    
PDF File: Compiled_124 CHR 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/798044
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/799496
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Assessors database map 
Detailed project list 
Existing conditions site plan 
Existing conditions photos and plan 
Landscape plan with photos of products and materials 
Plan with wall heights, sections and wall materials 
Plan and photos for parking on Chestnut Hill Road 
Planting plan 
Tree survey 
Drawing of stone pier 
Additional notes about changes from last meeting 
Photos of curbing and walls in the neighborhood 
Photos of existing and proposed retaining walls 
Additional photos and information about proposed parking spaces 

 

Violation of the Historic District Ordinance at 119 Old Orchard Road 

Request for Certificate of Appropriateness to Remediate Violation at 119 Old Orchard Road 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1926 Craftsman house was designed by Ernest A. Snow for Winslow Sears who 
was in banking and brokerage with Arnold, Sears & Company in Boston. Snow also built the Colonial Revival 
houses at 8 Lee Road, 101 and 109 Old Orchard Road, and 45 Reservoir Avenue. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners exceeded the approved scope of work. A Certificate of Non-Applicability 
was issued to repave the asphalt driveway in-kind; however, a cobblestone apron was added at the front of 
the driveway. 
 
Notes:  

1. Violation of Historic District Ordinance 

• The commission must discuss the changes and then vote to confirm that there is a violation. 

• If the commission votes to confirm that there is a violation, the commission will review the request 
for Certificate of Appropriateness to remediate the violation.  

• Then the commission can review and discuss the request for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
remediate the violation. 
 

2. Request for Certificate of Appropriateness to Remediate Violation 

• The commission can review and discuss the request for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
work that was done. 

• If there is enough information to understand the work that was done, the commission should put 
forward a motion to approve the request for a Certificate of Appropriateness; the motion should 
state that the violation is remediated. 

• If the motion is approved (at least four votes to approve), then the violation is considered 
remediated and the Stop Work Order will be lifted. 

• If the motion is denied (less than four vote to approve), commissioners must provide clear 
direction on what the applicants need to address to submit a new request for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness to remediate the violation. 

• If there is not enough information to understand the work that was done, commissioners need to 
provide direction on what gaps need to be addressed and the applicants need to agree in writing 
to continue the review. The applicants would need to provide the required information and come 
to a commission meeting. 

 

3. Staff will file the votes with ISD and the City Clerk’s Office. 
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MATERIALS PROVIDED:  
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/802133  
Compiled 119 Old Orchard driveway 
Assessors database map 
Photos of completed work 
Photos of cobblestone aprons in the neighborhood 
MHC Form B 
 

Administrative discussion 

Minutes: Review the draft minutes for the August 2023 meetings. 

Design Guidelines: Continue the review of the Chestnut Hill HDC Design Guidelines. These would be 
the general guidelines for Chestnut Hill and would be supplemented with information from other 
sources such as the Salem Design Guidelines. 

Planter boxes: Discuss if these can be administratively approved. 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/802133

