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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

CHESTNUT HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

DATE:      August 31, 2023 

 
PLACE/TIME:   Fully Remote 
 
ATTENDING:  Peter Vieira, FAIA, Chair 

Susana Lannik, Member  
Matthew Montgomery, Member  
Rick Wetmore, Member 
John Wyman, Member  
Barbara Kurze, Commission Staff 
 

ABSENT:  Scott Aquilina, Member  
Robert Imperato, Member 

 
The fully remote meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with Peter Vieira presiding as Chair. Voting 
permanent members were S. Lannik, M. Montgomery, R. Wetmore, and J. Wyman. B. Kurze acted as recording 
secretary and the meeting was recorded on Zoom. 
 
12 Acacia Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Kui Xue presented an application to amend the previously approved windows for the new garage and former 
attached garage area at the front of the house. The commission approved a Golden Windows wood window 
with grilles-between-glass and the proposed is a Marvin Elevate Ultrex window (fiberglass with wood on the 
interior) with grilles-between-glass.  
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Application link: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/798044  
PDF File: Compiled_12 Acacia windows 
Assessors database map 
Project description 
Photos of existing front windows 
Photos of proposed window next to existing front window 
Window quote 
Close up photos of window sample 
Window drawings 
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Approved elevations 
Photos of house and property 
Previously approved window product specs 
MHC Form B 
 
M. Montgomery said he was fine with a fiberglass window as the existing windows were a mix and were not 
original to the house. He did not have concerns about the new garage windows as the garage was far back on 
the property, but he wanted to confirm that the proposed window was the best match to what was on the 
house. P. Vieira said that the windows should match the width and mullion thickness of the windows above 
the former garage area; he was concerned that the elevation drawing might not be accurate and wanted to 
see detailed drawings of the proposed windows with dimensions. Commissioners agreed that the proposed 
window could be approved for the new garage. P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the application as submitted for the garage windows. S. Lannik seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, 
and the motion was passed, 4-1. R. Wetmore voted in the negative. The applicant agreed in writing to continue 
the review of the proposed windows for the former attached garage area to a future regularly scheduled 
meeting. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION:   
DATE: September 1, 2023 
SUBJECT:  12 Acacia Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on August 31, 2023, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, 
by roll call vote of 4-1, 
RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted at 12 Acacia Avenue to 
amend the previously approved windows for the new garage to the Marvin Elevate Ultrex 
(fiberglass/composite) window. The review of the windows for the former attached garage was continued to a 
future regularly scheduled meeting. 
 
Voting in the Affirmative:    
Peter Vieira, Chair    Susana Lannik, Member   
Matthew Montgomery, Member John Wyman, Member 
       
Voting in the Negative:    
Rick Wetmore, Member 
 
25 Chestnut Hill Terrace – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Laurette Bachman presented an application to install granite curbing along the street edge. The curbing would 
be six-inches-wide with a six-inch reveal like the curbing installed across the street. She wanted to prevent 
erosion along the street edge and neaten up the appearance. 
 

Materials Reviewed: 
Application link: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/798977   
PDF File: Compiled 25 CHT 
Assessors database map 
1928 Street Plan 
Email from Engineering 
Staff Notes 
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Photos 
MHC Form B 
 
P. Vieira stated that the proposed curbing was not consistent with the rural, informal character of the district 
and was not something the commission had approved except for specific reasons such as tree protection and 
City water control projects. He wanted to look at the application in the context of the district. Commissioners 
agreed that unless there was an extreme problem that needed to be addressed, that they were not willing to 
change the character of the streetscape in the district by approving curbing projects. The owner agreed in 
writing to withdraw the application. 
 
124 Chestnut Hill Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Blair Hines and Federico Garcia Zamora presented an application to change the existing landscaping and 
hardscaping. The owners wanted to remove some existing trees, and plant new trees and other plantings. At 
the back of the house, they planned to replace the existing retaining walls and patio area with a larger patio 
and retaining walls with a fire pit and grill. Steppingstone paths, pathways and stairs would be added.  
 
Paved pathways and steps would be added on the left side of the house and steppingstone paths and steps 
would be added on the right side. A fenced in area would be created at the front left corner of the garage to 
store trash barrels. 
 
The only access to the front entry was via the driveway, so the owners wanted to build a brick paver walkway 
from the road. There would be stone piers and an ornamental iron gate at the entry to the walkway. Because 
of the steep slope, this required putting in stone retaining walls and granite paver steps with metal handrails. A 
parterre garden and fountain would be installed at the front of the house, and there would be a parking 
court/turnaround area by the garage. 
 
Cars were often parked on a dirt strip bordered by cobblestones along Chestnut Hill Road. The owners wanted 
to formalize this by adding granite curbing and crushed stone in an area that could accommodate four cars. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Application link: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/799496     
PDF File: Compiled_124 CHR 
Assessors database map 
Detailed project list 
Existing conditions site plan 
Existing conditions photos and plan 
Landscape plan with photos of products and materials 
Plan with wall heights 
Plan and photos for parking on Chestnut Hill Road 
Planting plan 
Tree survey 
 
R. Wetmore asked about the trees that would be removed. The applicants explained that approximately 10 
would be removed; some were dead, some were too close to the house. There was discussion about the 
fieldstone retaining walls and whether they fit in with the formal hardscaping arrangement. M. Montgomery 
and R. Wetmore agreed that the proposed stone looked informal and noted that the property previously had 
brick landscaping walls. Commissioners wanted to understand how much of the walls would be visible and if 
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brick or a more formal material could be used. P. Vieira was concerned that the proposed arborvitae would 
block views of the house; commissioners agreed that lower plantings would be appropriate. The property 
previously had rhododendrons. There was discussion about the proposed granite curbing for the parking areas 
along the street. B. Hines said one of the reasons for the curbing was to contain water and limit erosion. M. 
Montgomery said the parking area at 34 Beacon Steet was a precedent; he thought low profile edging might 
work. 
 
P. Vieira said that the application needed to include the specific design and information for proposed elements 
such as the gate, stone piers, fountain, etc. Some commissioners were concerned that the fountain that was 
shown was overly formal and was not in keeping with the character of the district; a low-profile water feature 
might work. Commissioners said that they did not need to see 3-D renderings, but did want to understand how 
much of the proposed retaining walls would be visible and what they would look like from the street. Neighbor 
Stan Kugell as concerned with the proposed arbor vitae which would wall off the property. He thought grading 
and repairing the road might help with the drainage issues. The applicants agreed in writing to continue the 
review to a future regularly scheduled meeting. 
 
Administrative discussion 
Minutes: The October 2022 and July 2023 meeting minutes were approved. 
 
Design Guidelines: Commissioners agreed that Salem Historic Commission Guidelines would be an excellent 
reference for the commissioners and there was no need to recreate this document for the Newton Historic 
Districts. The information was consistent with the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission guidelines and 
review practices. The public could also be directed to specific sections as a reference. Commissioners thought 
that it made sense to revisit the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission Design Guidelines and develop a 
three to five page document with general design guidelines that the commission could adopt. Information 
about the specific application submission requirements could be managed through detailed descriptions on 
the NewGov system and possibly the City website. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 
Recorded by Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
 


