“Young at Heart” Johnny Kelley, Boston Marathon Memorial Sculpture

The sculpture was commissioned by the Friends of Johnny Kelley and the Boston Athletic
Association (BAA). It was installed in 1993 opposite Newton City Hall at the intersection of
Commonwealth Avenue and Walnut Street. It sits at the base of the third hill in the series of
Newton hills known collectively as “Heartbreak Hill,” located at mile 19.2 on the Boston
Marathon route. In 1936, when Johnny Kelley was defending his first Boston Marathon victory
he patted competing runner Ellison “Tarzan” Brown on the back as he passed in a show of
premature victory. Spurred by this, “Tarzan” overtook Kelly once more on the fourth hill, which
became known as “Heartbreak Hill” after Kelley’s heartbreaking defeat. Kelley would go on to
total 61 runs of the Boston Marathon, his last in 1992 at the age of 84, and was named "Runner
of the Century" by Runner's World magazine in 2000. Today, runners retire their shoes behind
the statue of the runner who remained forever “Young at Heart.”










