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 Newton Sustainable Materials Management Commission (SMMC) 

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, July 27, 2023, 7:00 p.m. 

Zoom Online Meeting 

 

Members in Attendance: Sunwoo Kahng, Chair, Carl Valente, Secretary, Alan Gordon, Marian 

Rambelle, Miles Smith, John Lewis, Karen Slote and Vince McKay. 

 

Members Absent: Meryl Kessler, Vice Chair, Robin Maltz, Steve Ferrey, Jim McGonagle, 

Commissioner, DPW, Ex-Officio.   

 

Other Participants: Julia Malakie and Pamela Wright, City Council, Waneta Trabert, Director, 

DPW Sustainable Materials Management Division, Melissa Brown, Maria Kopicki, Tracy 

Steward, Pat Irwin, Sonya McKnight, Amy Sangiolo, Ellie Goldberg, Sue Rorke. 

  

Approval of June 22, 2023 Meeting Minutes:  

On the motion by Mr. Smith, seconded by Ms. Kahng, the Meeting Minutes of June 22, 2023 were 

approved 7-0-1 on a roll call vote.  Ms. Kahng, Mr. Gordon, Mr. Valente, Mr. Smith, Mr. Lewis, 

Mr. McKay and Ms. Slote, voting yes. Ms. Rambelle abstaining. 

 

Sustainable Packaging Ordinance Update 

Mr. Gordon updated the Commission on status of this draft Ordinance coming before the City 

Council. The Programs and Services Committee heard public comments and discussed the draft 

Ordinance at their July 12, 2023 meeting; voting will be held until September. The biggest 

concerns among public comments were regarding a proposed ban on glitter in cosmetics. There 

were also public concerns regarding a proposed ban on the sale of helium balloons (but not on a 

proposed ban on the intentional release of helium balloons). The proposed ordinance has been split 

into a ‘parens a’  (to be implemented on January 1, 2024): all remaining items, except for cosmetics 

with glitter; and a ‘parens b’: single-use water bottles (which was moved to be held). 

 

Private Hauler Ordinance Rollout Update 

Ms. Trabert updated the Commission on the rollout of this Ordinance, including: 

• Letters regarding this Ordinance have gone to commercial property owners, as they are 

responsible for providing recycling services under the Ordinance. 

• There have also been letters sent to private haulers, with no feedback at this time. 

• The City is offering commercial property owners technical assistance via webinars. 

• The plan is to provide property owners with ample time to come into compliance.   

 

End-of-Life Management of Artificial Turf 

Ms. Slote presented a ‘white paper’ regarding artificial turf and its disposal at the end of its useful 

life. The following issues were reviewed: 

• History of artificial turf 

• Components that make up artificial turf 
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• Hazardous material found in artificial turf 

• That Newton chose to use plastic for the infill material at Newton South rather than ground 

rubber 

• That there has been no known testing of the artificial turf being removed at Newton South, 

so it is unclear whether this material contains any hazardous waste. 

Ms. Kahng explained that she has invited a representative of the Parks, Recreation and Culture 

Department to meet with the SMMC to discuss artificial turf, but they have declined that invitation. 

 

City Councilor Julia Malakie explained that she had been asking about the future costs of disposing 

of the City’s artificial turf fields, but has yet to receive a response.  She stated that there is nothing 

in the Newton South turf replacement contract that requires the contractor to identify where the 

old turf will be disposed of, with an independent verification of this information. 

 

Ms. Goldberg, from Better Action Now, spoke about the toxicity of artificial turf. 

 

Following a full discussion, the following motions were presented for a vote: 

 

1. Move that the SMMC send a letter to Mayor Fuller and the City Council requesting a full 

disclosure of how the artificial turf is disposed of at Newton South High School. 

 

Unanimously approved 8-0 on a roll call vote. Mr. Lewis, Ms. Slote, Mr. Gordon, Mr. McKay, 

Ms. Rambelle, Mr. Valente, Mr. Smith, Ms. Kahng voting yes. 

 

2. Move that the SMMC send a letter to Mayor Fuller and the City Council opposing artificial 

turf fields at Newton North High School, to replace this field with grass, and to provide a full 

disclosure of how the artificial turf is disposed of. 

 

Unanimously approved 8-0 on a roll call vote. Mr. Lewis, Ms. Slote, Mr. Gordon, Mr. McKay, 

Ms. Rambelle, Mr. Valente, Mr. Smith, Ms. Kahng voting yes. 

 

3.  Move that the SMMC send a letter to Mayor Fuller and City Council opposing all future 

installations of artificial turf fields including the planned artificial turf field at Abermarle. 

 

Unanimously approved 8-0 on a roll call vote. Mr. Lewis, Ms. Slote, Mr. Gordon, Mr. McKay, 

Ms. Rambelle, Mr. Valente, Mr. Smith, Ms. Kahng voting yes. 

 

4.  Move that the SMMC send a letter to Mayor Fuller and the City Council, not requiring further 

review by the SMMC, about its concerns regarding the current state of the ongoing removal of 

the artificial turf fields at Newton South High School, especially given the known hazardous 

elements of artificial turf fields. 

 

Unanimously approve 8-0 on a  roll-call vote. Mr. Lewis, Ms. Slote, Mr. Gordon, Mr. McKay, 

Ms. Rambelle, Mr. Valente, Mr. Smith, Ms. Kahng voting yes. 
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Shaping City Purchasing Policy Re: PFAS 

This item was deferred to a subsequent meeting. 

 

SMMD Update: 

This item was deferred to a subsequent meeting. 

 

Public Comments/Open Announcements: Ms. Kahng recommended that the SMMC invite 

Mayor Fuller to an in-person meeting of the Commission.  There was general agreement on this 

recommendation. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 
 

Next Meeting:  The next meeting of the SMMC will be Thursday, August 24, 2023 via Zoom. 

 

Documents Provided/Discussed at Meeting: 

1. June 22, 2023 Meeting Minutes. 

2. White Paper: ARTIFICIAL TURF IN NEWTON:  A SUMMARY OF ISSUES, prepared 

by Karen Slote, dated July 24, 2023. 

3. Email to Ms. Kahng from Luis Perez Demorizi, dated July 14, 2023, regarding artificial 

turf. 

4. Document from the Sierra Club dated July 5, 2023 regarding artificial turf. 

5. July 2023 SMMD Update, dated July 21, 2023. 

 


