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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  September 14, 2023 
     

DATE:  September 1, 2023 
 

TO:   Newton Upper Falls Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Newton Upper Falls Historic District 
Commission (Newton Upper Falls HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being reviewed 
and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process of the Newton 
Upper Falls HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Newton Upper Falls HDC can 
take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 

 
Dear Newton Upper Falls HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you should have 
received in your meeting packet. 
 
Applications 

7 Lucille Place – Certificate of Appropriateness 

The back of the property is visible from Boylston Street with fences and vegetation removed, so part of the 
sunroom would be visible. 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The Post-War house was built in 1948. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from the previous meeting. The owners want to build a glass 
and metal sunroom at the back of the house. Commissioners needed a better understanding of what the 
exterior of the structure would look like and asked that the following be submitted for the September meeting: 
photos of the exterior metal framing and roof material, the structure that's proposed for this property, and 
examples of the installed structure that commissioners could look at in the Newton area. 
 
Notes: The applicant confirmed that they will submit the materials requested by the commission at the last 
meeting, but we haven’t yet received them. Staff will send out any new information once we get it. 

The commission asked for photos showing the exact metal framing, roof material and structure that is being 
proposed or examples of the installed structure.  
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The applicants did submit a product catalogue which may have photos that address some of the information 
that was requested. The applicant will need to address this at the meeting. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/796355  
PDF File: Compiled 7 Lucille sunroom 
Assessors database map 
Photos 
Site plan 
Elevations 
Plans 
Product catalogue (starts on page 18 of the compiled document) 
MHC Form B 
 
47 Linden Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1900 Four Square style house is one of four similar houses on Linden Street; the 
others are 20, 26 and 51 Linden Street. Carpenter George G. Tambo built the house on land that Louisa Pettee 
Billings had inherited from her father Otis Pettee; Otis Pettee (1795-1853) had established the mills at the end 
of Linden Street. After Tambo’s death in 1909, his wife and daughter moved out of the house and workers for 
the Gamewell Fire Alarm and Telegraphic Company lived in the house. The 1909 City Directory lists polisher 
William Glover and the 1911 directory lists machinist Michael Wieczorek as living at that address.  

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to install a 10-foot by 8-foot wooden shed at the end of the 
driveway. The shed would be painted to match the house. The location of the doors can be changed so that 
they would face the backyard. In that case, the doors would be minimally visible, if at all. 
 
MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/801024   
PDF File: Compiled 47 Linden shed 
Assessors database map 
Photos 
Marked up assessors map showing location of shed 
Product specifications 
MHC Form B 
 
12 Richardson Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The circa 1810 Federal style house is one of two remaining cottages that were built on 
Richardson Road to house workers at the local factories. Four workers cottages were built after the Worcester 
Turnpike (Boylston Street) was extended to Upper Falls in 1809. The cottages were probably built by Rufus Ellis 
who came to Upper Falls in 1799 as an agent to the Newton Iron Works. Ellis later owned the Elliot 
Manufacturing Company and in 1829 built the Manufacturer’s Hotel (next door at 1269 Boylston Street) as a 
place for salesmen to stay when doing business with the mills in Upper Falls. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to install cedar fences along the property lines. Gates will be 
installed on Richardson Road and on the driveway side. A six-foot-tall closed board fence with a picket topper 
would run from the right back corner of the house to the walkway on Richardson Road. A four-foot-tall open 
picket scalloped fence would run from the Richardson Road walkway along Richardson Road, the front of the 
property, and up the right side of the driveway to connect to the side porch. They also want to install a 12-foot 
by 16-foot cedar clapboard shed on the left side of the driveway. The shed wood siding, roofing and color will 
match the house. 
 
Notes: The proposed four-foot-tall open picket scalloped fence and gates and the six-foot-tall closed board 
fence with a picket topper would match the fences next door at 1267-1269 Boylston Street.  
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MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/802089 
PDF File: Compiled 12 Richardson fence shed 
Assessors database map 
Aerial view 
Project description 
Photos 
Aerial view marked up to show fence plan and shed location. 
Photos of the proposed fence designs 
Drawing of shed 
MHC Form B 
 
1010 Chestnut Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The current gas station was built circa 1960 and replaced an earlier gas station that 
was on the site since 1925. The 1960 gas station was expanded sometime after it was built, and the pump canopy 
was added in 1988. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from the previous meeting. The owners want to install a 
replacement freestanding CITGO sign with a price sign, change the signage over the garage bays, and change the 
canopy color and add CITGO lettering. 

Notes: This is not within the historic district commission’s jurisdiction, but the applicants were advised that 
Newton has a light trespass ordinance regarding lumens and distance from abutters and that they should 
confirm the project complies with the ordinance. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/800440  
PDF File: Compiled_1010 Chestnut signage 
Assessors database map 
Photos and renderings 
Canopy kit details and logo drawings 
Sketch of existing canopy 
MHC Form B 
 
34 High Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1904 Colonial Revival/Four Square house was first owned by Margaret E. Connors. 
Her husband James was a foreman and machinist in a local machine shop. A dressmaker, A.L. Sullivan boarded 
with the couple. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to install HVAC units under the existing deck. The conduit would run 
up the left side of the house along the back gutter. The owners are submitting two options: 1) the conduit 
would run up the back side of the house; and 2) the conduit would run up the left side of the house at the 
back. The owners also want to install two fan vents and submitted two options: 1) white vents on the back side 
of the house under the fascia; and 2) black vents on the back roof. 
 
MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/802088  
 PDF File: Compiled 34 High HVAC vents 
Assessors database map 
HVAC project description 
HVAC and conduit specs 
Photos marked up to show equipment and conduit locations 
Fan vent project description 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/802089
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/800440
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/802088
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Fan vent specs 
Photos marked up to show fan vent locations 
Street views 
Heat pump specs 
MHC Form B 
 
Administrative discussion:  

Meeting minutes: The July 2023 draft minutes are included for review. 
Administrative approval of vents and HVAC conduits: Discuss whether vents and conduits that are 
appropriately located and painted to match the installation location can be administratively approved. 

 


