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STAFF MEMORANDUM
Meeting Date: September 12, 2023
DATE: August 30, 2023
TO: Auburndale Historic District Commission
FROM: Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner
SUBJECT: Additional Review Information

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Auburndale Historic District
Commission (Auburndale HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process
of the Auburndale HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Auburndale
HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application.

Dear Auburndale HDC Members,

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you
should have received in your meeting packet.

Applications

15 Hawthorne Avenue - Certificate of Appropriateness

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1915 Craftsman house was built as a two-family house by Hans Lorensen Tange,
a German-born carpenter and contractor. The building permit lists the owner as Christine Tange. The Tanges
were actively involved in Newton real estate for over 30 years, engaging in dozens of transactions and holding
mortgages on numerous Auburndale properties.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to install cedar wood posts and railings along the front entry steps
and move the porch skirt lattice from the outside to the inside.

Notes: The owners plan to follow the provided sketch which has posts at the entry landing and on the
bottom step. They provided a photo of the posts and railings at 19 Hawthorne Avenue which they intend to
copy except that their posts will not have the balls on top of the post caps.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:
Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/797009
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Compiled 15 Hawthorne
Assessors database map

Photos

Sketch of proposed posts and railings
Photo example of similar posts and railings at 19 Hawthorne Avenue
MHC Form B

Violation of the Historic District Ordinance at 94 Grove Street

Request for Certificate of Appropriateness to Remediate Violation at 94 Grove Street

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The circa 1931 English Revival house was first owned by the builder, Morris H. Brown.
The house was designed by William M. Hainer and Son.

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners replaced existing HVAC equipment and installed new conduits on the left
side of the house without getting Historic approval for the application and project.

Notes: The contractor submitted an application for the work but did the work before getting approval for
the application.

Notes:

1. Violation of Historic District Ordinance

The commission must discuss the changes and then vote to confirm that there is a violation.

If the commission votes to confirm that there is a violation, Staff will file the vote with ISD. the
commission will review the request for Certificate of Appropriateness to remediate the violation.
Then the commission can review and discuss the request for a Certificate of Appropriateness to
remediate the violation.

2. Request for Certificate of Appropriateness to Remediate Violation

The commission can review and discuss the request for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the
work that was done.

If there is enough information to understand the work that was done, the commission should put
forward a motion to approve the request for a Certificate of Appropriateness; the motion should
state that the violation is remediated.

If the motion is approved (at least four votes to approve), then the violation is considered
remediated and the Stop Work Order will be lifted.

If the motion is denied (less than four vote to approve), commissioners must provide clear
direction on what the applicants need to address to submit a new request for a Certificate of
Appropriateness to remediate the violation.

If there is not enough information to understand the work that was done, commissioners need to
provide direction on what gaps need to be addressed and the applicants need to agree in writing
to continue the review. The applicants would need to provide the required information and come
to a commission meeting.

MATERIALS PROVIDED:

Application: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/797792

Compiled 94 Grove
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Photos of completed work

Materials submitted with the application: Marked up photos showing location of the equipment and conduits,
product and material information

MHC Form B
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Administrative discussion
Minutes: Review July 2023 minutes

Violation process: Staff will answer any additional questions that commissioners have about the process
Design Guidelines: Discussion about draft Auburndale Historic District Commission Design Guidelines




