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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  August 31, 2023 
     

DATE:  August 23, 2023 
 

TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being 
reviewed and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process 
of Chestnut Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill 
HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 

 
 

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you 
should have received in your meeting packet. 
 
Applications 

12 Acacia Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1927 Colonial Revival house was first occupied by John S. Keohane who was the 
president of the J.G. Pierce company of Boston. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owner wants to amend the previously approved windows for the new garage and 
former attached garage area at the front of the house. The commission approved a Golden Windows wood 
window with grilles-between-glass. The owner wants to change this to a Marvin Elevate Ultrex-clad wood 
window with grilles-between-glass. Ultrex is a fiberglass material. Per the owner, the windows on the house are 
either vinyl or fiberglass. 

Notes: the windows on the right side of the garage would not be visible from a public or private way; the left 
side windows might be visible. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application link: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/798044 
PDF File: Compiled_12 Acacia windows 
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Assessors database map 
Project description 
Photos of existing front windows 
Photos of proposed window next to existing front window 
Window quote 
Close up photos of window sample 
Window drawings 
Approved elevations 
Photos of house and property 
Previously approved window product specs 
MHC Form B 
 

25 Chestnut Hill Terrace – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: Newton and Chestnut Hill experienced heavy development pressure in the 1920s. 
Several large Chestnut Hill estates were subdivided at that time, including Mrs. Henry Lee’s property along 
Gatehouse Road and Beacon Street. Chestnut Hill Terrace was named Newton Street when it was laid out in 
1928; the name was changed to Chestnut Hill Terrace in 1930. The 1928 Colonial Revival house was probably 
the first house built after Newton Street (Chestnut Hill Terrace) was laid out. Walter J. and Helen A. Rose were 
the first owners and at the time of the 1930 U.S. Federal Census, lived in the house with their daughter 
Gwendolyn. Walter J. Rose gave his occupation as a representative for a varnish company. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to apply for the City to install granite curbing along the street edge. 
The curbing would be six-inches-wide with a six-inch reveal like the curbing installed across the street. 

Note: the Commission typically has not approved curbing with some exceptions where there were significant 
water and erosion issues (Kingsbury Road), frequent and problematic street parking, and erosion of tree roots 
at the street edge. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application link: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/798977  
PDF File: Compiled 25 CHT 
Assessors database map 
1928 Street Plan 
Email from Engineering 
Staff Notes 
Photos 
MHC Form B 
 

124 Chestnut Hill Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1923 English Revival house was designed by Frohman, Robb and Little for author 
Ben Ames Williams. Williams was a well-known novelist and short story writer; much of his writing was published 
in the Saturday Evening Post. Several of his novels and short stories were made into films; among them 
Adventure’s End, Leave Her to Heaven, The Strange Woman and Johnny Trouble. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to remove some existing trees, and plant trees and other plantings. 
They want to change and add hardscaping which would include some changes to grading.  

In back of the house, they are proposing to replace the existing retaining walls and patio area with a larger patio 
and retaining walls with a fire pit and grill. Per the applicant, they are not planning to install a pergola. 
Steppingstone paths, pathways and stairs will be added. The plan does not call these out, but there may be a 
retaining wall on the back property line and condensers around the back right corner of the house. 

Paved pathways and steps will be added on the left side of the house and steppingstone paths and steps will be 
added on the right side.  

A closed board fence and gate will be installed at the front left corner of the garage to create an area for trash 
barrels. 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/798977
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A brick paver path with cobblestone areas on either side will connect the driveway to the proposed brick area in 
front of the house. A fountain will be installed in the brick area. 

A brick paver path with three sets of granite steps will run from the street to the front entry. The steps will have 
metal handrails. Each set of steps will be bordered by New England stone walls and have perpendicular New 
England stone retaining walls. Fieldstone piers and an ornamental iron gate will be installed close to the street. 

Cars currently park on a dirt strip bordered by cobblestones along Chestnut Hill Road. The owners want to 
formalize this by adding granite curbing and crushed stone in an area that could accommodate four cars. 

Notes: The Commission noted that parts of the back of the house and property are visible from Beacon Street. 

We requested 3-D views or renderings so that commissioners would have an easier time understanding the 
proposed work, especially for the front of the property. However, the applicants were unable to provide those 
for the meeting. 

The City zoning may restrict the number of parking spaces along the street, regardless of whether it is a private 
way. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application link: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/799496    
PDF File: Compiled_124 CHR 
Assessors database map 
Detailed project list 
Existing conditions site plan 
Existing conditions photos and plan 
Landscape plan with photos of products and materials 
Plan with wall heights 
Plan and photos for parking on Chestnut Hill Road 
Planting plan 
Tree survey 

 

Administrative discussion 

Minutes: Review the draft minutes for the October 2022 and July 2023 meetings. 

Curbing: Discussion of curbing conditions in the district. 

Design Guidelines: Start the review of the Salem Historical Commission Guidelines with Chapter 1: 
Introduction and Procedures. 

 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/799496

