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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
CHESTNUT HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

DATE: October 20, 2022
PLACE/TIME: Fully Remote
ATTENDING: Peter Vieira, FAIA, Chair

Robert Imperato, Member
Susana Lannik, Member
Matthew Montgomery, Member
Rick Wetmore, Member

Barbara Kurze, Commission Staff

ABSENT: John Wyman, Member
Scott Aquilina, Alternate

The fully remote meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with Peter Vieira presiding as Chair. Voting
permanent members were R. Imperato, S. Lannik, M. Montgomery, and R. Wetmore. Alternate Scott Aquilina
was appointed to vote. B. Kurze acted as recording secretary and the meeting was recorded on Zoom.

14 Old Orchard Road — Certificate of Appropriateness

Mai Libman presented an application to replace the existing mix of aluminum, copper, and wood gutters on the
house and garage with 16-gauge copper gutters. The gutters would be installed using copper stiffeners and
fasteners, and the existing downspouts would be reused. Approximately three feet of the slate roofing would
be temporarily removed to allow for a sheet of copper and a water shield to be installed under the slate roof.

Materials Reviewed:

Assessors database map

Photos

Project description

Product photos and information
Gutter profile drawings

There was discussion about possible use of fiberglass gutters with a historic profile; P. Vieira said that would be
an appropriate option for the front of the house. Commissioners agreed that the project was appropriate.

Preserving the Past TL{( Planning for the Future



Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission
Page 2 of 9

R. Wetmore moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted. S. Lannik
seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion was passed unanimously, 5-0.

M. Libman said that they planned to submit an application to stabilize an existing wall by temporarily removing
the cap and shifting the wall. Commissioners agreed that could be administratively approved.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: October 20, 2022
SUBJECT: 14 OLD ORCHARD RD - Certificate of Appropriateness

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 20, 2022 the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission, by roll call vote of 5-0,

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 14 OLD ORCHARD
RD to replace the existing mix of aluminum, copper, and wood gutters on the house and garage with 16-
gauge copper gutters with copper stiffeners and fasteners. The existing copper downspouts will be reused.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused:

e Peter Vieira, Chair,
FAIA

e Robert Imperato,
Member

e Susana Lannik,
Member

¢ Matthew
Montgomery, Vice
Chair

e Rick Wetmore,
Member

9 Old Orchard Road — Working Session and Certificate of Appropriateness

The review of the siding issues was continued from previous meetings. Vahe Ohannessian, Jose
Gonzalez, Donald Lang, and Franklin Schwarzer presented the siding study to address the issues with
what was installed. D. Lang said he would meet with the construction workers on-site and submit field
reports and a final report. The applicants also presented an application to replace the existing bulkhead.
The new bulkhead would be sided to match the house.

Materials Reviewed:

Siding report with photographs
Siding work plan

Siding repair products
Bulkhead drawings

Bulkhead photographs

P. Vieira said the plan reflected the variety of conditions that were on the building before work was started.
Commissioners agreed that the plan was well thought out and should be implemented to address the issues
with the work that was done. Commissioners agreed that the proposed bulkhead replacement was
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appropriate. R. Wetmore moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the bulkhead application as
submitted. S. Lannik seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion was passed unanimously,
5-0.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: October 20, 2022
SUBJECT: 9 Old Orchard Road — Certificate of Appropriateness

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 20, 2022, the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission, by roll call vote of 5-0

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted at 9 Old Orchard
Road to replace the existing bulkhead.

Voting in the Affirmative:

Peter Vieira, Chair Robert Imperato, Member
Susanna Lannik, Member Matthew Montgomery, Member Rick Wetmore, Member

R. Wetmore recused himself.

137 Suffolk Road — Certificate of Appropriateness
Lisle Baker presented an application to repair the chimney in-kind and to install a copper chimney cap.

Materials Reviewed:
Assessors database map
Photos

Project description

Photo of copper chimney cap

Commissioners agreed that the repairs and chimney cap were appropriate. P. Vieira moved to grant a
Certificate of Appropriateness for the bulkhead application as submitted. S. Lannik seconded the motion.
There was a roll call vote, and the motion was passed unanimously, 4-0 with one recusal.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: October 20, 2022
SUBJECT: 137 SUFFOLK RD - Certificate of Appropriateness

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 20, 2022 the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission, by roll call vote of 4-0 with one recusal,

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 137 SUFFOLK RD to
repair the chimney in-kind and install a copper chimney cap.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused:
e Peter Vieira, Chair, . Rick Wetmore,
FAIA
Member
e Robert Imperato,
Member
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e Susana Lannik,
Member

e Matthew
Montgomery, Vice
Chair

R. Wetmore rejoined the meeting.

10 Old England Road — Certificate of Appropriateness

John Day presented an application to add a shed dormer to the back of the house, install a skylight and
roof vent, rebuild the existing chimney in-kind to be non-operational, and replace several existing roofs
with standing seam copper roofs. Windows would match the previously approved windows.

Materials Reviewed:

Assessors database map

Photos

Existing and proposed plans

Existing and proposed elevations

Existing and proposed renderings

Trim details

Window and skylight product information

P. Vieira noted that larger shed dormers were not common for this style house; the skylight would be
minimally visible. M. Montgomery commented that the copper roofs would be an improvement over the
existing. Other commissioners agreed that the dormer height should be adjusted down. P. Vieira moved to
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted with requirements for the chimney
reconstruction and dormer height. M. Montgomery seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the
motion was passed, 5-0.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: October 21, 2022
SUBJECT: 10 OLD ENGLAND RD - Certificate of Appropriateness

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 20, 2022 the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission, by roll call vote of 5-0,

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 10 OLD ENGLAND

RD to add a dormer to the back of the house, install a skylight and roof vent, rebuild the existing chimney
in-kind to be non-operational, and replace several existing roofs with standing seam copper roofs with the
requirement that the dormer height be adjusted down so that the sills of the windows are approximately
2-inches above the roof face. Revised drawings must be submitted to Staff for final review and approval.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused:

e Peter Vieira, Chair,
FAIA
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e Robert Imperato,
Member

e Susana Lannik,
Member

e Matthew
Montgomery, Vice
Chair

e Rick Wetmore,
Member

124 Chestnut Hill Road — Certificate of Appropriateness
Ralph Kilfoyle presented an application to replace the kitchen vent at the back of the house and install new
matte black metal vents at the back of the house.

Materials Reviewed:

Assessors database map

Photos

Rear elevation drawing

Photos marked to show locations of vents
Vent product specifications

There was discussion about the option for plastic vent louvers, the vent color, and patching the brickwork.
Commissioners agreed that plastic was not appropriate. P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of
Appropriateness for the application with requirements. M. Montgomery seconded the motion. There was a
roll call vote, and the motion was passed, 5-0.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: October 21, 2022
SUBJECT: 124 CHESTNUT HILL RD - Certificate of Appropriateness

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 20, 2022 the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission, by roll call vote of 5-0,

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 124 CHESTNUT HILL
RD to replace the kitchen vent at the back of the house and install new vents at the back of the house with
the requirement that the vents will be the dark brown painted aluminum vents that match the photos
shown in the original application submission. Any brick patching will match the existing. The plastic vents
are not approved.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused:
e Peter Vieira, Chair,
FAIA
e Robert Imperato,
Member
e Susana Lannik,
Member
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Montgomery, Vice
Chair

e Rick Wetmore,
Member

S. Lannik recused herself.

24 Essex Road — Certificate of Appropriateness
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This review was continued from previous meetings. Matt Sargent, Sean Papich, Laurance Lee, Evan Smithers,
and Darla Soukas presented an application to renovate the existing house and garage, demolish the greenhouse
addition, and build an addition and a tennis pavilion. The submission materials included a report from an arborist
that addressed the mature trees along Chestnut Hill Road and an updated landscape plan. M. Sargent presented
a window study and confirmed that the proposed windows met the design load and energy code and that the

glass was clear.

Materials Reviewed:

Owner’s authorization

MHC Form B

Assessor’s database map

Arborist’s report

Landscape plan revised 10-6-2022
Topographic plan revised 10-5-2022
Topographic plan 7-22-2021

Site plan 9-7-2022

Landscape plans 8-26-2022

Photos of landscape material precedents
Photos of proposed landscape materials
Photos of existing house and garage
House plans

House elevations

Tennis pavilion plans and elevations
Garage elevations

Large scale tennis pavilion and garage drawings
Demolition plans

Door and window details and sections
Window comparisons existing vs proposed
Building connection section

Product and material information
Renderings

Model photos

Landscape plans and photos

Foundation plans

Demolition plans

The arborist reported that at least one of the mature trees was in bad condition and should be removed; the
applicants had spoken to abutter D. Croll about this. R. Imperato, M. Montgomery and R. Wetmore said that
the applicants were preserving a lot of the mature trees and that it was okay to risk the one tree that was close
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to the proposed foundation. P. Vieira agreed that the proposed windows were appropriate, and the
construction would be consistent with the existing windows. The window program presented at the meeting
was closer to preserving the original pattern and rhythm and respecting the residential scale. The changes to
the landscaping plan were responsive to the commissioners’ concerns, but he thought the proposed fence at
the auto court detracted from the brick wall and the proposed gates took away from the openness of the
front. He noted that there were inconsistencies between the submitted photos and materials called out on the
plans that needed to be addressed. P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the
application with requirements. M. Montgomery seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the
motion was passed, 4-0 with one recusal.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: October 21, 2022
SUBJECT: 24 ESSEX RD - Certificate of Appropriateness

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 20, 2022 the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission, by roll call vote of 4-0 with one recusal,

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 24 ESSEX RD to
renovate the existing house and garage, demolish the greenhouse addition, build an addition and a tennis
pavilion, and add hardscaping and landscaping with the requirements that 1) the front and rear window
programs will be revised to match the smaller window study that was presented in the meeting; 2) the
fence and gate at the front will be removed and the owner has the option of extending the hedges in lieu
of the fences; 3) the landscape plan will be amended to show the approved driveway and walkway
materials and the removal of the fences and gate; and 4) revised drawings and plans will be submitted to
Staff for final review and approval.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused:
e Peter Vieira, Chair,
FAIA
e Robert Imperato,
Member e Susana Lannik,
e Matthew
. Member
Montgomery, Vice
Chair
e Rick Wetmore,
Member

S. Lannik rejoined the meeting.

7 Reservoir Avenue — Certificate of Appropriateness

Joan O’Donnel presented an application to replace two fixed windows and change two sets of sliding
patio doors to paired fixed windows on the back bump out. The owners were approved to change the
siding and trim on the bump out at a previous meeting.

Materials Reviewed:
Assessors database map marked to show project areas
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Photos
Product and material information
Approved change to siding and trim

There was discussion about the proposed fiberglass window. Commissioners noted that the house was built in
1994 and the windows would be at the back at some distance from Beacon Street. P. Vieira moved to grant a
Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted. M. Montgomery seconded the motion. There
was a roll call vote, and the motion passed unanimously, 5-0.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: October 21, 2022
SUBJECT: 7 RESERVOIR AVE - Certificate of Appropriateness

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 20, 2022 the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll call
vote of 5-0,

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 7 RESERVOIR AVE to replace two
fixed windows with fiberglass windows and change two sets of sliding patio doors to paired fixed fiberglass windows on
the back bump out. The color palette will match the previously approved windows. Fiberglass windows are appropriate
because of the vintage of the house and the distance of the windows from the street.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused:
e  Peter Vieira, Chair,
FAIA
e Robert Imperato,
Member

e  Susana Lannik, Member

o  Matthew Montgomery,
Vice Chair

e Rick Wetmore, Member

17 Old England Road — Certificate of Appropriateness

Sanna Belorusets presented an application to replace all siding, replace bulkheads, remove window and
fill in area with brick, and replace decking of the second-story deck on the side bump out. The owners
were approved to replace some of the siding and have determined that all the siding needs to be
replaced. They will use the product that was previously approved. The existing second-story porch
decking was Azek.

Materials Reviewed:

Assessors database map

Photos

Project description

Elevation and photo for back window

Bulkhead locations on assessor’s database map
Bulkhead photos and product information
MHC Form B

P. Vieira confirmed that the brick window headers and sills would be kept when the opening was filled in.
There was discussion about the vinyl decking product; commissioners needed more information to understand
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what the product would look like. P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application
as submitted except for the vinyl decking product. S. Lannik seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote,
and the motion passed unanimously, 5-0.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: October 21, 2022
SUBJECT: 17 OLD ENGLAND RD - Certificate of Appropriateness

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on October 20, 2022 the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission,
by roll call vote of 5-0,

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 17 OLD ENGLAND
RD to replace all the siding with the same siding previously approved for the side addition, replace three
bulkheads with metal bulkheads, and remove small window at the back and fill in the area with brick keeping
the header and sill and recessing the infill to create a blind window. The replacement of the side decking with
the vinyl Deckshield product is not approved because there is not enough information.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused:

e Peter Vieira, Chair,
FAIA

e Robert Imperato,
Member

e Susana Lannik,
Member

¢ Matthew
Montgomery, Vice
Chair

e Rick Wetmore,
Member

Administrative discussion
Minutes: The March and April 2022 minutes were approved.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m.

Recorded by Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner
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