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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

CHESTNUT HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

DATE:      July 27, 2023 

 
PLACE/TIME:   Fully Remote 
 
ATTENDING:  Peter Vieira, FAIA, Chair 

Robert Imperato, Member 
Susana Lannik, Member  
Rick Wetmore, Member 
John Wyman, Member  
Barbara Kurze, Commission Staff 
 

ABSENT:  Scott Aquilina, Member  
Matthew Montgomery, Member  

 
 

The fully remote meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with Peter Vieira presiding as Chair. Voting 
permanent members were R. Imperato, S. Lannik, R. Wetmore, and J. Wyman. B. Kurze acted as recording 
secretary and the meeting was recorded on Zoom. 
 
342 Beacon Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 
The application was withdrawn from the meeting and would be rescheduled for a future meeting. 
 
14 Old Orchard Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Mai Libman presented an application to install additional landscape lighting at the front, in the backyard 
(which does not have any lighting) and by the garage. The proposed bronze colored halogen tipee pathway 
lights and metal flood lights were very similar to the existing lights. Most of the proposed lights were the tipee 
lights which would only illuminate the ground. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
Application link: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/796018      
PDF File: Compiled 14 Old Orchard lighting 
Assessors database map 
Site plan showing existing lights 
Photos of existing light fixtures 
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Assessors database map marked to show backyard area where there is no lighting 
Photos of backyard areas where tipee lights and spotlights would be placed 
Assessors database map marked to show where there is lighting by the garage and photos of the fixtures 
Photos of garage area where tipee lights and spotlights would be placed 
Description of proposed project work 
MHC Form B 
 
P. Vieira commented that the application was a broad request to illuminate the property and noted that the 
commission tried to protect the rural character of the district. But he noted that the approved plan for 45 Old 
England Road was more extensive. M. Libman explained that most of the existing landscape lighting was at the 
front and around the house. The house was on an acre of land and much of the property was very dark at 
night; the stairs that connected the back to Old Orchard Road had no lighting. The owners were also concerned 
about trespassers and recent break-ins. J. Wyman said that there was a difference between a plan that added 
lights to the edges of the property versus one that added lights everywhere. R. Imperato noted that motion-
activated lights would be appropriate for security and other lights could be programmed. P. Vieira thought that 
the lights at the front might be more visible; for example, along the driveway to the garage. Most of the 
lighting at the back would not be visible. 6Lights that would be visible needed to be consistent. R. Wetmore 
moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted. S. Lannik seconded the 
motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion was passed, 5-0. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION: 

DATE: July 28, 2023 

SUBJECT: 14 OLD ORCHARD RD - Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on July 27, 2023 the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, 

by roll call vote of 5-0, 

RESOLVED to grant  a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 14 OLD ORCHARD 

RD to install additional landscape lighting at the front, side and backyard, and by the garage. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused: 

• Peter Vieira, Chair, 

FAIA 

• Robert Imperato, 

Member 

• Susana Lannik, 

Member 

• John Wyman, 

Member 

• Rick Wetmore, 

Member 
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Administrative discussion 
August meeting date: Several commissioners had conflicts with the regularly scheduled meeting date of August 
17th. Commisioners agreed that the date could be moved to Thursday, August 31st 

 
Minutes: The May and June 2023 meeting minutes were approved and the September 2022 meeting minutes 
were approved with edits. 
 
Annual commission elections: Commissioners agreed to  vote to re-elect the current officers: Peter Vieira as 
Chair, Matt Montgomery as Vice Chair, and Bob Imperato as Secretary. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION:   
DATE: August 21, 2023 
SUBJECT:  Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission Election  

 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on July 27, 2023, the Newtonville Historic District Commission, by 
vote of 5-0, 
 
RESOLVED to elect Peter Vieira as Chair, Matthew Montgomery as Vice Chair and Robert Imperato as 
Secretary. 
 

Voting in the Affirmative:    
Peter Vieira, Chair   Robert Imperato, Member Susana Lannik, Member  
Rick Wetmore, Member   John Wyman, Member  
 
Design Guidelines: Commissioners agreed that that the individual commissions should have separate design 
guidelines and that the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission should review the Salem Design Guidelines 
to determine what would be useful. Commissioners wanted to make sure that institutional knowledge specific 
to the district was captured and the guidelines be set up to help applicants submit complete applications. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
Recorded by Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
 
 


