Newton Biosafety Committee (NBC) Meeting
08/16/2023

Present (held on Zoom)
Newton Health & Human Services (HHS) staff: Paul Dinwoodie, Lisa Heyer
NBC Committee Members present: William Dietrich, Harry Meade, Karl Munger, Jay Schwartz

Guests: Emma Orfanos, Xichi Wang, Chris Owens, Scott Malstrom, Barry Lawton, David Baxley

Meeting was called to order at 3:00PM and introductions were made.

Applicant Presentations

1. Ascendant Biotech Review
Information presented by Chris Owens

Committee members asked follow-up questions and clarifications regarding the
following:

1. Discussed decontamination use of 3% hydrogen peroxide versus other
agents like ethanol and Lysol. Labshares staff agreed to amend
decontamination protocol to use of ethanol and Lysol instead of
hydrogen peroxide and ethanol.

2. Discussed notifications and postings in facility of wildtype virus use,
particularly for immunocompromised or pregnant individuals. Lab suite
and equipment are dedicated to herpes simplex virus (HSV) use and
limited others in suite while in use.

NBC members voted unanimously 5-0 to recommend approval of this rDNA permit to
the HHS commissioner contingent upon amendment of their decontamination protocol

to use ethanol and Lysol instead of hydrogen peroxide and ethanol.

Meeting adjourned at 3:37PM
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