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Inventory No: NWT.3884

Historic Name: Davis School

Common Name: Newton Community Services, Inc.
Address: 492 Waltham St

City/Town: Newton

Village/Neighborhood: West Newton;

Local No: WN-0128;

Year Constructed: 1922

Architectural Style(s):  Colonial Revival;

Architect(s): Hartwell and Richardson;

Use(s): Business Office; Public School;

Significance: Architecture; Education;

Area(s): NWT.Z, NWT.AM

Designation(s): Nat'l Register District (02/16/1990); Nat'l| Register MRA (02/16/1990);
Building Materials: Wall: Brick; Cast Stone;

Demolished No
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Analysis of Historical Significance of the Family ACCESS Facility at 492 Waltham Street,
West Newton, MA

The Family ACCESS building is historically significant because of its contributions to the
community over the last century in education and community services. The Historic Building
Inventory regarding the Family ACCESS West Newton facility states the following:

“Between 1908 and 1919, no new schools were built in Newton. However, housing sales were
brisk, and new building was up, particularly in the mid-teens. World War | slowed construction
for several years, but between 1909 and 1919, school enrollment went from 7,236 to 8,623. New
buildings hit a record high in 1925, and the school population increased by 27% in the following
decade. By 1939, enrollment in the Newton School System was just over 12,000, and the city
had built 14 new school buildings.

The Davis School, built 1921-23, was the second new grammar school built after the War. It
replaced an earlier Davis School, which had experienced severe overcrowding. The architects
were Hartwell and Richardson, who were also responsible for several other schools, including
the Hyde School (1895) and the Emerson School (1905), as well as the Central Congregational
Church (1895) and the Masonic Hall (1896). Jerzy Solton, Haldeman, and Goransson designed a
1975 addition to the Davis School.

The school was named for Seth Davis, a prominent 19"-century resident of West Newton, who,
among other things, ran a private academy near the present school. Declining enrollment in
Newton forced the closing of the Davis school in 1979. The building is now the home of Newton
Community Service Centers, Inc.”

Hartwell and Richardson, the architectural firm founded in 1881 by Henry Walker Hartwell and
William Cummings Richardson, designed several buildings across Newton and Greater Boston
in the last decades of the 19" century."

The Family ACCESS facility is additionally named in the West Newton Village Center Historic
District Inventory as an item of Architectural Significance. This document states that the Davis
School was the first municipal school constructed in the 1920s.

'https://mhc-macris.net/details?mhcid=NWT.3884

i htps://www.archinform.net/arch/88342.htm




Description of Historically Significant Features

Family ACCESS will submit the description of historically significant features with the full
proposal to the CPA.

Summary & Justification of Proposed Treatment

Family ACCESS will submit the summary and justification of the proposed treatment with the
full proposal to the CPA.

Newton Historical Commission Review

As mentioned, the Family ACCESS facility is listed on the State Register of Historic Places.



