
 
 
 

Preserving the Past    Planning for the Future 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1120 

Telefax 
(617) 796-1142 

TDD/TTY 
(617) 796-1089 

www.newtonma.gov  
 

Barney S. Heath 
Director  

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Department of Planning and Development 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 

Ruthanne Fuller 
Mayor 

 

   

 
 
 
 

STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  August 3, 2023 
     

DATE:  July 25, 2023 
 

TO:   Newtonville Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Newtonville Historic District Commission (Newtonville 
HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being reviewed and the application process, which may be 
useful in the review and decision-making process of the Newtonville HDC. Additional information may be presented at the 
meeting that the Newtonville HDC can take into consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 

 

Dear Newtonville HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you should have received in 
your meeting packet. 
 
Applications 

 
1. Violation of the Historic District Ordinance at 203-205 Walnut Street, Unit 203 

 
2. Request for Certificate of Appropriateness to Remediate Violation at 203-205 Walnut Street, Unit 203 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: According to the Assessor’s Database, the house was built in 1997. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners installed a shed that was not granted a Certificate of Appropriateness. The shed is in 
the back right corner of the lot and is visible when you look down the driveway. 

Notes:  

1. Violation of Historic District Ordinance 

• The commission must discuss the changes and then vote to confirm that there is a violation. 

• If the commission votes to confirm that there is a violation, Staff will file the vote with ISD. the commission 
will review the request for Certificate of Appropriateness to remediate the violation.  

• Then the commission can review and discuss the request for a Certificate of Appropriateness to remediate 
the violation. 
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2. Request for Certificate of Appropriateness to Remediate Violation 

• The commission can review and discuss the request for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the work that 
was done. 

• If there is enough information to understand the work that was done, the commission should put forward 
a motion to approve the request for a Certificate of Appropriateness; the motion should state that the 
violation is remediated. 

• If the motion is approved (at least four votes to approve), then the violation is considered remediated and 
the Stop Work Order will be lifted. 

• If the motion is denied (less than four vote to approve), commissioners must provide clear direction on 
what the applicants need to address to submit a new request for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
remediate the violation. 

• If there is not enough information to understand the work that was done, commissioners need to provide 
direction on what gaps need to be addressed and the applicants need to agree in writing to continue the 
review. The applicants would need to provide the required information and come to a commission meeting. 

 
MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/796331      
PDF File: Compiled 203-20 Walnut shed 
Assessors database map 
Photos 
Site plan 

 

3. Request for Certificate of Appropriateness to Remediate Violation at 34 Prescott Street, Main House 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The circa 1890 Colonial Revival house was built on the site of an earlier house. The carriage house 
appears to pre-date the house and was part of an 1880s estate. Levi Cooley, who worked as a china decorator in Boston, 
owned the property. The 1910 U.S. Federal Census lists him as the owner of a china factory and living in the house with 
his wife Agnes S., son Richard L., and servants Elizabeth S. and Margaret Miller. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from the June meeting. The commission confirmed that there was a 
violation for the work on the main house that exceeded the scope of the previously granted Certificates of Appropriateness 
which were issued only for the carriage house and the hardscaping. Work done included the front entry, railing systems 
and lattice on the front entry porch and the porch behind the sleeper porch, new front left and back entries, and the right-
side chimney (facing Central Avenue.) 

The commissioners asked that the following be addressed: 1) the moldings on the entry porch column bases did not have 
the level of detail and depth of the originals; 2) the join for the top rail should be consistent with the original; 3) the front 
left entry looked incomplete and needed additional columns; and 4) the rebuilt chimney needed to be taller and more 
rectangular and should be moved away from the dormer. The owners were asked to come back with design sketches 
showing how they would address these issues and to provide dimensioned drawings for the chimney. 

Notes:  

Request for Certificate of Appropriateness to Remediate Violation 

• If there is enough information to understand the proposed remediation and if the commission agrees that 
the remediation is appropriate, the commission should put forward a motion to approve the request for a 
Certificate of Appropriateness; the motion should state that the violation is remediated. 

• If the motion is approved (at least four votes to approve), then the violation is considered remediated and 
the Stop Work Order will be lifted. 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/796331
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• If the motion is denied (less than four vote to approve), commissioners must provide clear direction on 
what the applicants need to address to submit a new request for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
remediate the violation. 

• If there is not enough information to understand the work that was done, commissioners need to provide 
direction on what gaps need to be addressed and the applicants need to agree in writing to continue the 
review. The applicants would need to provide the required information and come to a commission meeting. 

 
MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
APPLICATION LINK fence: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/795597     
PDF File with the design sketches uploaded July 18: 34PrescottHistorical.pdf 
Chimney sketches with dimensions 
Photos of entry porches with sketched proposals 
Proposed molding profiles with dimensions 
 
PDF File with the information submitted for the July meeting: Compiled 34 Prescott 
Photos of house before and after work was done 
Assessors database map 
Aerial view and Aerial view showing project area 
Product specs for chimney brick and cap 
MHC Form B 
 
Administrative discussion: 
Minutes: The July draft meeting minutes are included for review. 
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