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Present (held on Zoom) 

 

Newton Health & Human Services (HHS) staff: Paul Dinwoodie, Lisa Cielesz 

NBC Committee Members: William Dietrich, Despina Felis, Harry Meade, Karl Munger, Jay Schwartz, 

Community Representative (non-voting member): Chris Murphy 

Guests: Xichi Wang, Hilary Gillcrist, Emma Orfanos – lab shares biosafety officer, Natasha Emmanuel, 
“Barry”, “Jackie”, David Baxley 

 

Meeting began at 2:00PM 

Introductions 

Applicant Presentations 

1. Ascendant Biotech, Inc. 
Information presented by Emma Orfanos, Xichi Wang. 
 
Committee members asked follow-up questions and clarifications regarding the 
following: 

1. Total volume and titer of wild-type HSV at each stage in manufacture, 
production, and storage 

2. Safety measures for wild-type HSV work for exposures, cross 
contamination with shared lab space and equipment, PPE, signage, and 
staff training prior to starting HSV work 

 
NBC members voted unanimously 6-0 that information must be provided regarding 
wild-type HSV safety measures, protocols, and total volume/titer before a 
recommendation can be made to the HHS commissioner for approval or denial of the 
rDNA permit. Jay will review and finalize a list of additional information required from 
Ascendant Biotech needed. 
 

2. Tesseract Medicines 
Information presented by Emma Orfanos, Natasha Emmanuel. 
 
Committee members asked follow-up questions and clarifications regarding the 
following: 

1. Volume used 
2. Procedures of transfection vs lentiviral transmission 
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3. Accounting for stability of VSVG pseudotyped virus in surface 
decontamination procedures 

 
NBC members voted unanimously 6-0 to recommend approval of this rDNA permit to 
the HHS commissioner. 

 
 

Updates 
1. Ordinance rewrite updates – NBC members will submit provide list of update ideas to Paul 

 
Meeting adjourned at 3:25PM 


