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NEWTON RETIREMENT BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, May 23, 2023 — 9:00 A.M.
Location: Newton City Hall, Room #211

Chairman Thomas Lopez, Anthony Logalbo, Kelly Byrne, Stephen Curley, Lisa Maioney, Esq., Barbara
O’Brien, Scentia Saintcyr, Deirdre Walsh, Deputy City Solicitor/Retirement Beard Counsel Marie Lawlor, .
and Assistant City Solicitor/Retirement Board Counsel Jaclyn Zawada

Sam Nighman, Executive Aide to the Mayor, David Helfman, Newton resident, Maureen Lemieux, City of
Newton's Chief Financial Officer, Perry Rosenfield, City of Newten's Manager of Financial Planning and
Analysis, Leonard Gentile, City Councilor, Ron Mendes, City of Newton Treasurer, Kathleen Riley of
Segal, Newton Retirement System's Actuary, Marfina Jackson, Fig City News, Susan Albright, City
Councit President, member Cheryl Salvucci, member Paul Coletti and others.

Record in minutes that Chairman Lopez stated that he will take items out of order to accommodate those
present and will address the sensitive matter at the end of the meeting since the Board may enter
Executive Session.

Record in minutes that the Board members were provided with a hard copy of the January 1, 2023
Preliminary Actuarial Valuation Resulis of the Newton Retirement System, prepared by the System's
Actuary Kathleen Riley of Segal and that Ms. Riley gave an oral presentation of these results. There was
discussion regardlng the pretiminary results and the three funding schedules presented.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vole of 5-0, fo keep Docket item #136-23 "Request to Increase
the Retiree COLA Base” before City Council, to approve funding schedule 2 if Docket item #136-23
passes, and to approve funding schedule 1 if Docket item #136-23 falls to pass.

Record in minutes that Kathleen Riiey of Segal, Newton Retirement System’s Actuary, left the meeting at
approximately 9:51 AM.

Record in minutes that Ron Mendes, City of Newton Treasurer, provided an update re: Eastern Bank’s
VERIBANC rating and opined that no action was necessary at this time. Chairman Lopez requested that
Treasurer Mendes attend the Board's meeting scheduled for July 25, 2023 to provide further update on
this matter. No action taken by the Beard,

Record in minutes Ron Mendes, City of Newton Treasurer and Maureen Lemieux, Gity of Newton Chlef
Financial Officer, left the meeting at approximately 10:15 A.M.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to approve the regular session minutes of the
meeting held on April 25, 2023.

Record in minutes Director O'Brien informed the Board that PTG is in the final testing phase of a program
that will alleviate the need for Retirement Board staff to perform over 1,200 manual entries for the City's .
change in healthcare carriers from Tufts to BCBS. Director O'Brien confirmed that both the City and
Retirement Staff will audit the PTG changes prior to processing the June 2023 retires payroll.
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Record in minutes Perry Rosenfield, City of Newton's Manager of Financial Planning and Analysis and-
members Cheryl Salvucci and Paul Coletti left the meeting at approximately 10:55 A.M.

Record in minutes Board Counsel Marie Lawlor and Board member Byrne recalled that the intent of the
2014 Newton Retirement Board policy on “Regular Compensation Status of Payments Made In Lieu of
Taking Vacation Leave” was for internal purposes only to give direction to the Payrolt Department to not
withhold retirement deductions from lump sum payouts of accrued unused vacation pay upon termination
of employment. _

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 4-1, Board member Maloney opposed, to determine that
the unused vacation pay issued weekly to the School Health Assistant Jane Quinn during the month of
July be pensionable based on past practice and the fact that this unique employment situation is limited to
three employees, two of which have already retired; further, the effective date of Jane Quinn's retirement

should be the iast day of her vacation pay.

Record in minutes that a City payroll error regarding the withholding of retirement deductions on the FY21.
retroactive pay issued to Superior Officers in October 2022 was discovered by Director O'Brien and
confirmed by Allison Quach, City Payroll Manager. There was discussion regarding the impact to the
affected active, inactive and retired Superior Officers and the methods to recouplrefund the contributions.
The following three Votes were made to correct this error., :

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to recoup the retirement deductions owed from the
affected active Superior Officers over the next 30 pay periods

‘Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to put a note in the affected inactive Superior

Officer’s file that should he return to active service, he wiil owe whichever Systern he returns to the
reti rement deductions that were omrtted in error.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to provide the four affected retirees a choice to pay
the retirement deductions owed by lump sum or by adjustment to their June 2023-December 2023
pension payments '

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to approve the monthly financial reporting for month
ending March 2023 (irial balance, related journals, MMDT/Eastern bank statements, MMDT/Eastern Bank

‘reconciliations, asset allocation, expense budget to actual comparison and cash flow forecast) as

prepared by Director O'Brien.

Record in mrnutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to approve the acceptance of the following new

' members

- Last Name | Membership | = a0

Bellevue 1 04/01/23 School TeacherAsde
Carter -~ = Mackenzie 1 04/01/23 School Teacher Aide’
Hoilland - { Victoria o1 04/01/23 Schoo! Teacher Aide
G'Connell Max 1 04/01/23 . School " Teacher Aide
Santana’ lohanna 1 04/01/23 School Teacher Aide
Marcellus ‘Hermione 1 04/03/23 School -Teacher Aide

' Jackson

Recupero Marte 1 04/03/23 Homestead Museum Clerk
Koenen Catherine 1 04/04/23 "~ School Teacher Aide



Page 1543

VOTED:

VOTED:

(ﬁOTED:

Guilderson Tiffany 1 04/05/23 School Accounting Assistant
Lewis Anthony 1 04/10/23 School Teacher Aide
Sooper Evan 1 04/10/23 DPW Customer Service
Williams Kelsey 1 04/13/23 School Teacher Aide
Agostinelli Luciano 1 04/17/23 School " Teacher Aide
Calcagni Sheri 1 04/17/23 School Teacher Aide
Giri Junu 1 1 04/17/23. School Teacher Aide
Howell Natasha 1 | 04/17/23 School Teacher Aide
Lamour Cedric 1 04/17/23 School Teacher Aide
Lee Taylor 1 04/17/23 School Teacher Aide
Peilegrini Paula 1 04/17/23 School Teacher Aide
Pierre Marie 1 04/17/23 School Teacher Aide
Streb Julie i 04/17/23 School Teacher Aide
Carberry Elizabeth 1 04/18/23 Library SR Library Asst
Dagastino Patricia 1 04/18/23 Police Emergency Dispatch
Keefe David 1 04/18/23 Pclice Emergency Dispatch
Morgan Toni 1 04/11/23 School Teacher Aide
' Health & Human
Gubitosa Marissa 1 04/24/23 Serv School Nurse
Secino Cali 1 04/24/23 Library SR Library Asst .
Valentin Jamileth 1 05/01/23 School Teacher Aide
Annunziato Kristen 1 05/01/23 Law Asst City Selicitor
Hardy Rachel 1 05/05/23 Schoo! Teacher Alde
Owens Ashley 1 05/05/23 School Teacher Alde
DiBona Joseph 2 05/08/23 Building Efectrician
“Junior Synara 1 05/08/23 School Teacher Aide
Levitt Laura 1 05/09/23 School Teacher Aide

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to approve the following application(s) for

. superannuation retirement pursuant to G.L. c. 32, §5. Retirement Board staff has verified that the

necessary paperwork is in order and determined all applicant{s) tc be eligible for such benefits;

Member Position Dept. Date of Retirement
Carolyn Curry Police Officer Police 04/30/2023
Antonio Decaro Mason DPW 05/31/2023
Nikole Mitchell Campus Aide Schoal 06/30/2023
Karen Kerrigan School Nurse School 08/21/2023
Kevin Curry Signal Mainlainer Fire 05/16/2023

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to approve the following expense warrants:

Warrant # C4-23 |- 05/24/2023 |Federal tax deposit funding re; member account dishursements | $ 3,720.32
Warrant # 11-23 | 058/24/2023 |Administrative expense/member account disbursements $ 470,354.65
Warrani # 12-23 | 05/25/2023 |05/31/2023 Contributory pension payroll $ 3,977,8268.30

Note: The actual amount of Warrant #712-23 was reduced to $3,974,506,25 due to retiree deaths
subsequent to the posting of the agenda.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to approve the request for member survivor
allowance pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 32, 5.12{2)(d), from Sharon Carrieri, widow of Massimo Carrieri,
Electrician, who died on February 16, 2023.
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Record in minutes Chairman Lopez stated that the meeting with Human Resources Director Michelle
Pizzi O’'Brien and Human Resources Deputy Director Francoise Charlot to discuss the difficulties that the
City is having relative to retaining and producing pre-employment physicals and the mechanisms that are
now in place to resolve those issues is still pending due fo scheduling conflicts. No action was taken by
the Board.

Record in minutes Chairman Lopez stated that Mayor Fuller is not in favor of the 5% Locai COLA Option
pursuant to Chapter 269 of the Acts of 2022 and that this item will be removed from the Pending Agenda
ftems.

Record in minutes the Board took no action in _r_egafd to the FY24 COLA increase pending City Council
action refative to Docket item #136-23 which will be discussed at the City Council meeting this evening.

Record in minutes that Director O'Brien reported that a response from PERAC is still pending relative to
the Board's April 20, 2023 request for clarification regarding "Once a Member Always a Member'-
Supreme Judicial Court's decision in Retirement Board of Stoneham v. Contributory Retirement Appeal
Board & another, SIC-12G98 December 22, 2016. No action was taken by the Board.

Record in minutes that Board Counsel Zawada led discussion relating to the May 19, 2023 memo she
provided to the Board regarding Exemption O of the Massachusetts Public Records Law and the
discretion afforded to boards “to disclose the "home address, persconal email address, and[/or] home
telephone number” of members of the retirement system to “a nenprofit crganization for retired public
employees under chapter 180," such as the Retired State, County and Municipal Employees Association
of Massachusetts ("Mass Retirees”}".

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, pursuant to the Newton Retirement Board policy
outlined in the July 2619 Newsletter, fo grant the MASS Retirees’ April 13, 2023 request for a list of
retirees and surviving spouses who retired since December 31, 2013 to include mailing addresses and if
available, email addresses and phone numbers, to restate this policy in the July 2023 Newsletier and to
table further discussion on this matter.

Record in minutes that the following updates were provided regarding pending disability retirement
applications: '

Applicant Dept. Current Status
Kevin Flynn ‘ Fire Medical Panel Appts scheduled for 4/8/23, 4/26/23 & 5/3/23
Lawrence J. Podoiske Fire - Medical Panel Appts scheduled for 5/15/23, 5/20/23 & 6/14/23
Andrew Handler Fire 5/2/23 Disability Transmittal approval recv'd from PERAC
Joshua Richardson DPW Board Siaff is in process of collecling medical records

Record in minutes that, at 11:41 AM, the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to enter into Executive Session
pursuant to Purpose 3 of the Open Meeting Law (“To discuss strategy with respect tc collective
bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigating
position of the public body and the chair so declares”) for the matter relating to Lee Gilliam's appeal to
DALA and to return to Cpen Session following the Executive Session

Record in minutes that upon the Board's return to Open Session at 11:48 AM, Chairman Lopez
announced that no action was necessary relative to the Lee Gilliam matter.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to follow Board Counsel Zawada's recommendation
and hold a hearing at the Board's meeting scheduied for June 27, 2023 relative to retired Police Officer
Russell Adam's request for a disability retirement pursuant to G.L. ¢.32, sections 7 and 94,
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Upecn motion duly made and seconded it was voted, by a vote of 5-0, to adjourn at 11:51 AM.

Signhed:

mas LopelChairman/Elected Member

T Loga?b{) ‘(&ce Chairman/Mayoral Appointee’

Kby B
Kelly Byrne, @L}ected jﬂember

Stephpn Curigy Ex—’Q’Fﬁcio Member

AT 7/ff

Lléa M Maloney, Esq Appomted Member
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