
	

	

Newtonville Area Council - Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, March 23, 2023   7:30 PM
Meeting Location: Online via Zoom




Attendees:

NAC:  Jennifer Bentley (President), Dana D’Agostino (Treasurer), Nancy Greenberg (Secretary), Timothy LeBlanc, Carolyn Jacoby Gabbay, Aline Sammut
City Government: Tarik Lucas, Emily Norton, Susan Albright
Public:  Approximately _14___ members of the public (23 total)

Jennifer called the meeting to order and confirmed the presence of a quorum.  
Discussion of Candidates to fill vacancies
Vote to approve new members
3 open spots, here to fill the vacancies
Process for voting – vote for 3 in the list, send it to Nancy/Jennifer via chat
we need to have 4 votes to get onto the council, if no one gets 4 votes, we’ll close the election, and no one gets the spot
6 candidates introduce themselves for 2 minutes
Dan: lived in Newtonville since 2000. Both children go/went to Newton Schools. He visits the villages of Newton. He has no conflicts of interest.
Laura: Live on Proctor street. Lived in Newton 2008. Worked at Mt. Ida college. Wants to be on the council to bring voices to the council which then goes to the elected officials. Enjoys talking with folks, finding out about quality of life issues.
Dave: Been in Newtonville since 2005. Kids went to Newton Public Schools. Passionate about the village. Sees lots of opportunities. Wants to get more points of views.
Harvey: In Newton for 5 years. Dean of Fine Arts at BU. Has 2 kids on Newton Public schools. Wants to be involved and invested in the community.
Ralph: Been in Newton since 1974. Sons went to Newton North. Helped found the Newton Historic. Learned about the history of Newton. Worked on water and land use issues. Wants to give back to the community. On the board of the Charles River water shed. 
Jennifer thanked the candidates, said it will be a tough decision
Emily Norton won’t be running for election, happy to talk to anyone who are interested in the council position. Aline noted that we will miss Emily. Aline: Wish we had more slots.
Carolyn Gabbay thinks we should assign the candidates to committees into positions with the NAC whether elected or not. 
Vote with 4 or more: Harvey, Laura, Ralph
Next step: Jennifer to inform city hall. New members will need to go to City Hall and swear in.
For Dan and Dave – great candidates, wish we could elect you too.  Election is coming up in the fall and encourage to run for council.
Newtonville Village History Interpretive Signage

Waban has put up new village history interpretive signage. Laura Foote worked on this. She is at the meeting today to tell us how she did it.
Laura started this project before covid. Led historic tours through the villages. She shared some slides to show us the 4 slides that are now up. 

Great way to celebrate the history.
Signs similar to National Park style
Showed us the budget: apx 2750
Installation may be free
Place in areas with lots of pedestrians walk by
QR code on the bottom, ties to Historic Newton to tell you more
Jennifer asked who funded the effort. Lauran said volunteers contributed. Also, Hyde community center has a budget
Places to put the sign? Maybe Bramway Maybe one on each side of the pike.
Train Station is a good location for this.
Edmunds park
mount on the fence over the highway
Lowell park 
Maybe at the new senior center (but far away)
Swedenborgen Church
Washington Park
Newton North High School
Claflin School
Albermale Park
Park space in front of the Senior Center (but lawsuit is under way to save that park)
Need to brainstorm about stories too, such as designer of stained glass windows at the Senior Center. Walnut street houses. Church across from Mason hall. 
Laura – can funds be raised? How about putting signage at Gath pool or by the Art center? Train station?
Maybe select a few people to work on this.
May take several months from start to end.
Historic Newton can help
Aline is interested in working on this project
Jennifer wants to establish an action plan with a working group to work with Laura to figure out the logistics.
May be able to get very good photographers to volunteer photos (such as the Newton Photography Club). Maybe there is someone in the Newton Art Center.
Email Jennifer if you want to be on the working group.
Newton Railroad Sign Discussion
We had a discussion last September about the large railroad sign. It is iron. We need to find a place to put it. Maybe put on the Island, but last year, there were huge planters. 
Hang on the bank building? (Bank of America)
Dan thought the planters were oversized in the triangle. Maybe Parks and Recreation group is responsible for the planters.
Carolyn thinks the sign should go into the triangle
Would be good to get a prototype
Laura notes that it is difficult to put sign on building due to liabilities.
Dana thinks that we could unveil it at Newtonville Village day
Jennifer to bring these ideas to Parks and will get back to us at the next meeting.
Aline asks about giving tours on Village Day
Jennifer to send a picture of the sign.
Community Survey Discussion
Carolyn’s idea to conduct a community survey. Waban put out a quick poll to their community. Focused on what did people want/not want in their village center. Limited number of questions, asking the community what they want and don’t want. Carolyn thinks this is a more effective way to gather feedback. Have it go out on multiple email lists. 
Jennifer says we need to do this quickly. Version 2 is to be submitted to Zap. There may be a public hearing in June. 
We need to start configuring the questions now. At our meeting in April, have the questions ready.
Have survey issued in late April, then we can submit the poll results to zap
Carolyn to lead the work group. Ralph has volunteered. Anyone interested can follow up by sending an email to Carolyn Gabbay at cgabbay@newtonma.gov
Other issues/projects in Newtonville
Village Day planning has started. Meeting regularly. Date is Sunday, Sep 24. We have the permits in place. 
Aline asked that Dana give an overview of what is Newtonville Village day
Community event – 4000 people last year
Newton Jazz band kicks it off
Anyone interested in helping can join the group or work on the day of the event – Let Dana or Nancy know
Great way to meet the local businesses 
Every year the mayor comes and cuts the cake and we give out cupcakes. 
Banners – Aline reports that it is done. They are in every village.  Aline was left out of the loop on the delivery of the banners, but it is great that they are up and displayed. Aline to keep an eye on this. Susan doesn’t know much more about the signs. Per Dana, she thinks that there was a contest and the best ones were selected. Dana to look into this more. 
Janet noted that the planters are huge and can be a hazard.
Administrative Issues
Approval of January and February meeting minutes

#. Administrative Issues
Approval of ____February________ meeting minutes 
The draft minutes of the _______February________ 2023 meeting having been circulated for review prior to the meeting, _Jennifer__ moved, _Aline__seconded, and it was unanimous:

VOTED: To approve the minutes of the __Februray____ 2023 NAC meeting.

Adjournment
At approximately __9:05_____ PM, _____Jennifer__________ moved, __Aline____ seconded, and it was unanimously:

VOTED: To adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Greenberg
Secretary
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Vision –> a series of 
engaging interpretive signs 
in Newton’s village centers



A way to spark curiosity about 

people, events and architecture 

Laura Foote

foote.path@verizon.net





Interpretive sign series - update

Community-led and funded, under the umbrella of Historic Newton



West Newton – installed December 2020

Newton Highlands/Hyde Center – installed September 2021

Waban East and West – installed December 2022

Crystal Lake – in process – due for installation June 2023











GOALS FOR THE SIGNS

Each sign will highlight some of the historic buildings nearby as well as stories of people and events. 

The goal is to engage families, shoppers, and visitors to become more aware and more curious about their surroundings in Newton’s village centers.







Design:

The signs use follow a similar visual template, with a variety of color blocks. Viewers will recognize them as a series throughout Newton. The layout involves a variety of images to draw attention and interest accompanied by selected narrative. A QR code takes viewers to more background hosted on the Historic Newton website.

Specifications

-       Fabricator: Pannier Graphics

-       Follows all Natl Park Service standards

Size of sign: 24 “ x 36”

Durable fiberglass embedment provides long-lasting low maintenance display

Cantilevered base Black powder-coated rust-free aluminum posts and frame. Can customize if location requires mounting on a railing









Costs and logistics

Initial brainstorming on themes, research, drafting and collection of high resolution photographs, excerpts of maps, images of artifacts      	                       Pro bono

Project coordination (Laura Foote/pro bono)      or HN consultant                     ?                                                          

Professional graphic design and layout – assuming 2 iterations                     $ 750  est

Fabrication and shipping of sign and posts by Pannier                                     $1000

Installation of signs – depends if coincides with nearby construction           $ 0 to  $1000 

Approvals

* Content - Historic Newton

* Location-  Parks & Rec Commission, if on City of Newton land





West Newton sign installed December 2020



Mayor Fuller’s Newsletter: 

We recently installed a historic marker in the small triangular park at the corner of Washington and Watertown Streets in West Newton Square, next to Sweet Tomatoes Pizza. It brings to life the village’s rich heritage of innovation in education, civic leadership and transportation. Learn more at Historic Newton’s history sign webpage here. You can also click here for a guided walking tour of the people and events that shaped West Newton. For example, education reformer Horace Mann held meetings here and lived nearby on Chestnut Street. Pictured with me are City Councilors Andrea Kelley, Pam Wright and Julia Malakie, Historic Newton Executive Director Lisa Dady, Laura Foote who researched and coordinated the project, and graphic designer Ellen Weinberger.







The sign next to the bandstand, at the Hyde Community Center, Lincoln Street, Newton Highlands, was announced at the “welcome back” outdoor community music events in early September 2021.



John Rice, Director of Hyde Community Center with Laura Foote, project coordinator



Hyde Center sign installed Aug 2021







Signs will have a QR code, taking visitors to a Historic Newton web page to learn more. 







Waban East Sign

Waban West Sign





Waban: two Village History signs installed Dec 2022





Waban West sign –  Waban Common park opposite Angier School















Waban East sign – opposite historic farmhouse and across from library
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The Charles River area provided fritful

fishing and hunting for Indigenous people

in this region. The Massachusett people

calld the river Quinobequin, meaing
meandering Now Guinobeauin Road runs

alongside the Charles River at the southwest

“dge of the vilage.

By the cary 18005, several large family farms.
wers established here. Those family names
became street namas: Collins, Wyman and
Moffat. More than 50 acres were set sside by
the town for an aimshouse and “poor farm;”
2 place for indigent people to live and work.

BT L p——
the Cochituate Aqueduct (1848) carried
water from Natick to the Chestnut Hil
Reservoir. This massive civi works project
cupplied water to Boston for 3 century.

With the opening of ral service inthe 18805,
this pastoral hamlet evolved rapidly into a
thiving suburban vilage.

City of Newton i s

e VILLAGE of WABAN

How families have shaped this community

A5 more familes settied here, they built
places of worship that became signature
buldings i the vllage.

Local architect William Goodwin designed
the Parish of the Good Shepherd (1896),
incorporating feldstone walls and Gothic
arched windows. This church joined the
Episcopal Diocese.

e e—
congregation formed to buld the Union
Church (1912). Architect James H. Ritchie,
Who trained in Scotiand, designed its tall
Spire to be visble from afar.

Members of the Angie family were parishioners
at the Good Shepherd church. Albert Angier left
Harvard College to serve in World War 1. Lt. Angler
showed great cowrage on the battlefield n France,
ying at age 21 just two month before the
Armistice. More than 100 Newtonians gave ther
lives in that war

Named to honor his memory, the first Angler
School opened in 1921 The current building first
welcomed students in 2016

Wabanites fraquently band
together to enhance vilage ife.
n 2018, under the City's Adopt-
a-Space program,families and
businessesfoined o transtorm
two trafic sands into tis park,
caretullypreserving the old

‘oak tree behind you. Waban
Common inc. continues to
Stoward this reen space.

T ——
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This village is named for Waban, a 17th
century leader of the Massachusett people.

His ancestors had lived in this region long

hefore the arrival of European settlers.
In 1886, William Strong, a prominent
community leader, proposed the name

Waban for this villsge.

o expanded the
nurseries. Later they subdivided thel
1and, opening up lots for new famil

The original farmhouse
continues to be .
adapted for new L

in the community. a5

City of Newton  Tgrmcmsesorestscisbonins

e VILLAGE or WABAN

A farming area transitions to a community crossroads

The Strong family was instrumental in bringing
the Circuit Railroad here in 1884, now the

ine. The original station (since demolished)
Was one of a seris designed by renowned
Waban-based architect, Lows H. Bacon,
who worked for H.H. Richardson.

Rail service sparked rapid growth. The village.
grew from 20 families in 1835 to 350 in
1915. In 1889, residents formed the Waban
Improvement Society with William Strong
as President. They called for gas lines,stre
repairs and wooden sidewalks. They secured
financing for the first commercial and
community building, Waban Hall (1890).

The Strong Block” (1896) i one of Newtor's
fow ntact 19th century brick commercial
structures. With its istinctive stepped gables,
it forms a visual anchor for the villge.









Vision —> a series of
engaging interpretive signs
in Newton’s village centers






