
	

	

Newtonville Area Council - Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, ___April 27____, 2023   7:00 PM
Meeting Location: Online via Zoom




Attendees:

NAC:  Jennifer Bentley (President), Nancy Greenberg (Secretary), Timothy LeBlanc, Ralph Abele, Laura DeVeau, Harvey Young, Aline Sammut
City Government: Tarik Lucas, Emily Norton
Public:  Approximately __8_ members of the public

Jennifer called the meeting to order and confirmed the presence of a quorum.  

Village Center Zoning 2.0 recap and discussion 
a. Survey to residents on zoning issues (working group report)
Released on Monday
New time line: close to the end, ? June
Public hearing in the beginning of June
2.0 For Newtonville – the historic zone is accounted for and taken out of the equation
Changes on Bowers
VC1 in several villiages
Diffs between Version 1 and 2 explained. (Info here: 


MBTA compliance – Newtonville needs to add 1400 unites. Version 2.0 VCOD meets MBTA Compliance (Info here:  )
Next Steps: May 8 ZAP meeting; Early June continued refinement; Late June public hearing at ZAP
Discussion: 10000 verses 8330 (Laura De Veau), is this saying that we can accommodate 10000 while 8330 is required? We need a clear understanding of how the number was determined.
From Ralph: storm drain limits. Newton’s goal is to reduce load by 60%. New buildings must have a plan on how they will handle the load. This is impacted by impervious coverage. Are there conflicting mandates? One mandate is determined by the state. “Municipal storm water limit”. Jennifer thinks that the new buildings will be built where there are existing building, not on open land. 
Peter Harrington noted that V1 had only 4200 units. The other 58% comes from abolishing the parking lot requirements. Places not being counted (Auburndale, Newton Corner, etc, have another 4000 units. Actual amount may be closer to 15,000 units.) Kathy Pillsbury mentioned the Newton storm water ordinance which requires strict rules on how to handle storm water. 
Harvey: Question on 1400 units the min or max in Newtonville? 
Robert Fizek: Huge disadvantage to our city by doubling the density that’s required. Would be helpful for the process for the area councils to accumulate and record the questions and send to zap for zap to respond. Jennifer noted that the comments have been sent, as well as letters. May do a survey to see how people feel about Newtonville. Last zap meeting in late June where people can express their comments.
Scott Oran: Avg apt is 800 square feet on Austin and it is 35 units per acre. 
Kathy Pillsbury: very curious about the numbers, why no parking? Suspects that some buildings will need to have parking. Another upcoming meeting will discuss preserving homes with additions built. 
Lisa Monahan: Zap has fewer public hearings but are open to taking public comments and sharing those comments. She thinks that Zap is listening. 
Robert Fizek: the 10,000 for the MBTA is taken care of with the MRT overlay, but doesn’t include the housing outside the ½ mile of the public transit.
Peter: Requiring Newton to build all those units reminds him of an act in the 1700 that led to the revolution. Houses being built are supposed to be for families with children. 800sf units are not suitable. There are a number of problems with the current requirements. Green line runs more frequently than the commuter rail. Green line is where there is the least development and Peter thinks those communities should do more. 
Emma Vesey: Can we hold MBTA accountable for service if we provide the required number of units? Jennifer noted that we don’t even have accessibility!  New developments are all leases which doesn’t build community
Councilor Lucas: Emma is correct that the commuter rail is not committing to improving the stations.  For the Riverside development – there are 550 units. It is not included because it is not zoned. 
Jennifer reiterates and encourages residents to let their councils and zap know. Newtonville advised against VC3 heights. Peter Harrington thinks we should get rid of VC3 for Newtonville.
Status of survey: Laura De Veau shared her screen to show the ideation document. Everyone in the group was asked to submit 10 questions related to zoning (not including T issues). 
Laura will send pdf to the group so that we can review. It is set up so that future surveys can use the same structure. Want to make sure that the addresses of the respondents

are accurate/valid.  (Survey here: ). 10 questions total.
Goal to have survey out before June deadline of the public forum. May want to make emails optional, as they will become public record. Waban village day is coming up – maybe we can get the survey out there?

Newton Railroad Sign Discussion
Working group report: 200 pound sign, 7 feet long. Dana checked with DPW and asked where we can put the sign. We discussed putting it on the island coming down Walnut street. Some concerns it may obscure view of traffic. Alternative to put it at the intersection of Walnut and Washington street. DPW would consider the island if we push for it. Sign will be on poles. Maybe hidden by the bushes? Not much agreement on the corner of Walnut and Washington. Discussion on putting in on Bram Way. Scott Oran open to meeting with folks to discuss placement. Aline thinks that Bram Way is not very visible. She prefers the island. Councilor Lucas notes that we don’t have much public green space in Newtonville. If the island is out, Bram Way seems like a good alternative. Jennifer to follow up with Scott. Dana to talk with DPW (Jack) to see if feasible to put it in the island. 
Karen Lumino – will this be expanded to the historic village signage? Per Jennifer, this is separate. Village signage is a longer term working group. Will be partnered with Historic Newton. Karen is welcome to join that working group. Karen has experience with signage.  Low signs may attract graffiti. 
Area Council Voting Changes
4 president councilors met with Carol Moore, city clerk and John Doyle, head of election. Asked if we want to change the election dates for area councils due to budget and resources. There is talk of moving it off of election day. Next meeting on May 2. Will have more info after that meeting.  Peter thinks it is a bad idea to move it off of election day. When it was on village day, the votes decreased dramatically. Best results are if it is on election day. Laura De Veau thinks we should put it in writing that the elections need to be held with the general elections.
Discussion of other issues/projects in Newtonville
Painted pianos didn’t come to Newtonville last year. This year, we’ve been asked if we want a piano in the Trio lot. In order to do it, we need a group of “piano buddies” to make sure piano isn’t being abused and that it is covered during inclement weather. 
Aline, Harvey volunteered to be piano buddies. 
Peter noted that the corner of Lowell and Washington street is a dangerous intersection. Taking a left turn is difficult. Public works painted turning lines. Lines are now worn out. Can we have the lines repainted? Jennifer said when the traffic calming redesign happens, we can ask for the repainting of lines. Also, we can request from DPW. 
Aline noted traffic at Our Lady Church, thinks the lights should be better programmed. Turning from Washington street to Lewis Terrace needs a left arrow. Emily says we can ask. Requested that Aline send Emily and Tarik a reminder email on this. (send it to enorton@newtonma.gov, tlucas@newtonma.gov). Tarik says that the traffic light would need to be redesigned to accommodate a left signal. We should ask that a traffic study be done here. 
Laura De Veau noted that difficult intersection in Newton Center many years ago had many accidents. Make sure that you describe the location and issues clearly in the request.  Lowell street/Washington street – postal worker park between Lowell to Brook and Walker. It impedes visibility. Laura volunteered to write a memo. Should the council be more visible during public activities such as the Boston Marathon. We do have a presence at Newtonville Village day. It is not required, but we can do it informally.  
Administrative Issues
Council Assignments for new members. Official – have assigned the books. We have a few open slots and needs.
Vice President role.
Social media representative (newletter, mailings)
Attend community meetings. Carolyn Gabbay has attended the zoning and planning meetings.  Need representation at NewCal, Gath Pool, Horace Mann meetings. Let Jennifer know if you have an interest in going to the meetings. Then report back. Ralph is interested in Horace Mann and Gath. Harvey is interested in the social media. Laura also interested in social media.  Tarik noted that he was VP in 2019 and assisted the president to come up with the agenda for the meeting. Laura/Aline noted it will be helpful to have these responsibilities identified and broken down.  VP position would be good to track who goes to what and get the key points from the meeting. Jennifer to send out email about what is needed.
Next meeting will vote in a VP and solidify roles.
Approval of March meeting minutes

#. Administrative Issues
Approval of _______March 2023__ meeting minutes 
The draft minutes of the ___March_______ 2023 meeting having been circulated for review prior to the meeting, ____Aline_______ moved, ____Jennifer_______ seconded, and it was unanimous:

VOTED: To approve the minutes of the _March______ 2023 NAC meeting.

Adjournment
At approximately ___9:30____ PM, _____Jennifer__________ moved, ____Tim__ seconded, and it was unanimously:

VOTED: To adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Greenberg
Secretary
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