
 
The location of this meeting is accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided to persons 
with disabilities who require assistance. If you need a reasonable accommodation, please contact the 
city of Newton’s ADA Coordinator, Jini Fairley, at least two business days in advance of the meeting: 
jfairley@newtonma.gov or (617) 796-1253. The city’s TTY/TDD direct line is: 617-796-1089. For the 
Telecommunications Relay Service (TRS), please dial 711. 

Finance Committee Agenda 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 

Monday, June 12, 2023 
  

The Finance Committee will hold this meeting as a virtual meeting on Monday, June 
12, 2023, at 7:00 pm. To view this meeting using Zoom use this link: 
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/84549885543  or call 1-646-558-8656 and use the 
following Meeting ID: 845 4988 5543 
 

Items scheduled for discussion: 
 

Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees  
#163-23 Appropriate $250,000 for Election Equipment    
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend the sum of 

two hundred and fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) from June 30, 2022 Certified free Cash, 
to Acct # 0110162-585170 Clerk of the Council-Election Equipment to replace 32 current 
machines as well as one high-speed tabulator to address the increase in vote by mail 
processing.  

 Programs & Services Approved 6-0 (Councilors Baker and Wright not voting) on 
06/07/23 

 

Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees 
#216-23 Request for salary increase for City Clerk/Clerk of the City Council 

COUNCILORS ALBRIGHT AND LIPOF requesting an increase in the salary of the City 
Clerk/Clerk of the City Council to $134,734 effective July 1, 2023 to match the percentage 
increase included in the FY24 budget for H-grade employees. 

  Programs & Services Approved 6-0 (Councilors Baker and Wright not voting) on 06/07/23 
 

#191-23 Transfer $100,000 to Snow & Ice Vehicle Contractors  
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of one hundred 

thousand dollars ($100,000) from Acct #140123-513010 Snow & Ice Overtime to Acct # 
0140123-529100 Snow & Ice Vehicle Contractors to “true up” the legal level of control for 
the cost for employee overtime versus contracted work for snow and ice removal.  

 

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees  
#222-23 Transfer $280,000 for Snow & Ice Vehicle Rental/Contractors  
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of two hundred 

and eighty thousand dollars ($280,000) from June 30, 2022 Certified Free Cash to Acct # 
0140123-527300 Snow & Ice Vehicle Rental/Contractors to fund the anticipated 
remaining contractor invoices that the City has not yet received.  

 Public Facilities to meet on 06/12/23  

mailto:jfairley@newtonma.gov
https://newtonma-gov.zoom.us/j/84549885543
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#190-23 Appropriate $30,000 for an IT Risk Assessment  
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend the sum of 

thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) from Acct 0111154-511001 Micro/Network-Full Time 
Salaries) for an IT Risk Assessment 

 

#215-23  Request to accept $100,000 form a FY23 “one-stop” grant  
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a FY23 state 

“One Stop” grant for one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) to continue the Council’s 
Village Center/MBTA Communities zoning consulting work 

 

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation and Finance Committees 
#220-23  Request authorization for $300,000 to replace Fire Emergency Response Unit  
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend three 

hundred thousand dollars ($300,000) from Certified Free Cash to Acct #0121026-58010 
Automobiles & Light Trucks to replace the Fire Department’s 1989 Emergency Response 
Unit (ERU). 

 Public Safety & Transportation Approved 6-0 (Councilor Grossman not voting) on 
06/07/23 

 
#153-23 Transfer $200,000 for the Newton Free Library HVAC system 
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of two hundred 

thousand dollars ($200,000) from Main Library- Full Time Salaries Acct # 0160110-511001 
to Library Building Maintenance – Electricity Acct # 0160112-521000 to supplement the 
FY23 and FY24 Library Electricity budget to cover overruns due to the failing HVAC system  

 

Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees  
#165-23 Appropriate $750,000 for the Newton Free Library’s HVAC system     
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend the sum of 

seven hundred fifty thousand dollars ($750,000) from June 30, 2022 Certified Free Cash 
to a Public Buildings Department Capital Account to fund the replacement of the Newton 
Free Library’s HVAC system as detained in the FY-24-FY28 CIP. 
Public Facilities Approved 8-0 on 5/17/23 
 

#182-23 Acceptance of grant funding for the Marty Sender Greenway Phase 2 Restoration Project   
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the sum of three 

hundred forty thousand two hundred and ninety-eight dollars ($340,298)  from the Fy23 
State MassTrails and accept and expend twenty thousand dollars ($20,000) in donations 
from the Newton Conservators and the Solomon Foundation for the Marty Sender 
Greenway Phase 2 Restoration project  

  

#183-23 Acceptance of $75,000 from the Massachusetts State Budget   
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the sum of 

seventy-five-thousand-dollar ($75,000) earmarked in the Massachusetts State Budget to 
assist the City on funding the construction of a new community garden at Spears Park on 
the north side.  
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#185-23 Acceptance of $400,000 from the Massachusetts State Budget   
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the sum of four 

hundred thousand dollars ($400,000) in a state budget earmark to assist the City in funding 
the improvements project at Gath Pool, including two pools and a splash pad.  

  
#186-23 Acceptance of a donation from the Friends of Coletti-Magni Park 
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend the sum of one 

hundred twenty-five thousand dollars ($125,000) in donations from the Friends of Coletti-
Magni Park to beautify the park and improve electrical infrastructure   

 
Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees  

#159-23 Appropriate funds for the Athletic Fields CIP Construction Phase III project 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE requesting authorization to appropriate and 
expend the sum of nine million ninety-nine thousand seven hundred and eighty-seven 
dollars ($9,099,787) to the control of the Planning & Development Department from the 
Community Preservation Act Funds with four million ninety-nine thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-seven dollars ($4,099,787) from the CPA’s Unrestricted Prior Year Fund and 
five million dollars ($5,000,000) authorize a general obligation borrowing of an equal 
amount for the Athletic Fields CIP Construction Phase III project  and authorization to 
apply any premium received upon the sale of the bonds or notes, less the cost of 
preparing, issuing, and marketing them, and any accrued interest received upon the 
delivery of the bonds or notes to the costs of the project and to reduce the amount 
authorized to be borrowed for the project by like amount.   
Programs & Services Approved 7-0 (Councilor Baker not voting) on 06/07/23 

 
#219-23 Request to increase the spending limits for three revolving accounts   
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting to increase the spending limits of the (1) Senior 

Citizen Programs, (2) Environmental Science, (3) Off-Leash Dog Administration revolving 
funds. This is due to a post-COVID return to higher spending amounts for these revolving 
funds to previous levels as well as some changes in where costs are charged.   

 
#223-23  Transfer fifty dollars to Purchasing-Full Time Salaries  
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer fifty dollars ($50) from 

0110538-542000 Purchasing- Office Supplies to 0110538-511001 Purchasing- Full Time 
Salaries, to cover an anticipated shortage in the department’s payroll budget 

 
#213-23 Appropriate $136,020 from the Water Fund Undesignated Fund Balance  
 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate and expend the sum of 

one hundred thirty-six thousand and twenty dollars ($136,020) from the Water Fund 
Undesignated Fund Balance to cover an outstanding debt service.  
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Chair’s Note: There was scriveners’ error in the following item which has been corrected. 

#214-23 Transfer any unexpended General Fund Municipal health insurance funds to the Health 
Insurance Trust Fund   

 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer any unexpected 
unexpended General Fund municipal health insurance funds (57HLTH), remaining as of 
June 30, 2023 into the Health Insurance Trust Fund (fund 6600).  

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Rebecca Walker Grossman, Chair 
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Rlfnf.ANNE FHl.tl;R. 
,'w\YOR 

Honorable City Council 
Ne"1on City Hall 

City ofNe·wton, Massachusetts 
Office of the Mayor 

( 

I 000 Commonweallh A venue 
Newton Centre, MA 02459 

Dear Councilors: 

Tclr.phQne 
(617)796-1100 

Te!d:!x 
(617)796·1113 

roo 
(6J7) 796-t-089 

E·nuil 
cfullet@n.·,mnm.a,am: 

Juoe I, 2023 

I re.,(,pecUUlly subtni( this docket item to jncrcase the. spending limits of the (l) Senior Cili.zen 
Programs, (2) Emoroomental Science, and (3) Off-Leash Dog Adminislration revolving fun~. 
Thjs. is due to a post-COV ID return to higher spending amourns for these revolving fund~ l0 
previous levels as well as some changes in where costs are charged. 

• Senior Citi,.e" Programs Revolving: Increase spending limit from $80,000 lo SI 25,000. 
• Environrnent...'U Scieoce Revolving: Increase s,x:ncling liro.it from $60,000 to SI 25.000. 
• Off-Leash Dog Administra\ion: Increase spending limit from $1,000 to$ I 0,000. 

Please see the incJuded rncmo from Comptroller Steve Curley whfoh details his process for 
determining lhc neces.~ spending threshold for these revolving flrnds. 

Thank you for' your consideration oft.IDs matter. 

Sincerely. 

~~ h..ilar ,., __ 

Ruthanne Fuller 

219-23



CITY COMPTROLLER’S OFFICE 

CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
CITY HALL 

1000 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE 
NEWTON CENTRE, MA  02459 

TELEPHONE (617) 796-1301 
FACSIMILE (617) 796-1196 
scurley@newtonma.gov 

 COMPTROLLER 
 STEPHEN CURLEY 

To: Maureen Lemieux, Chief Financial Officer 
Jonathan Yeo, Chief Operating Officer 

From: Steve Curley, Comptroller 

Subject: Increase Spending Limits on Revolving Funds 

Date: May 30, 2023 

Dear Maureen and Jonathan: 

I respectfully request that the Mayor docket a request to increase spending limits on the 
following Revolving Funds: 

• Senior Citizen Programs Revolving: Increase spending limit from $80,000 to $125,000.
• Environmental Science Revolving: Increase spending limit from $60,000 to $125,000.
• Off-leash Dog Administration: Increase spending limit from $1,000 to $10,000.

With the impact of the Covid pandemic, many programs either stopped temporarily or were 
much smaller than had been 4-5+ years ago. When building out the spending limits in the Grants, 
Gifts, Revolving exhibit, I used actuals from the more recent years for these and now the 
programs are flourishing again.  

In regards to the Off-leash administration, the costs for mailings, printings and other 
administration costs had been charged to the General Fund the last few years, but they are 
moving those expenses to the revolving account. 

When creating the GGR exhibit for the FY24 budget, I reverted back to older history to on 
spending limits to safeguard them from being over-expended in future years. 

Respectfully, 

Steve Curley 
Comptroller  

219-23
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