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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
NEWTONVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

DATE: June 1, 2023

PLACE/TIME: Full Remote Zoom Meeting
7:30 p.m.

ATTENDING: Jim Gross, Chair

Ralph Abele, Member

Scott Friedman, Member

Dave Morton, Member

David Weinstein, Member
Barbara Kurze, Commission Staff

ABSENT: John Martin, Member

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. with Jim Gross presiding as Chair. Voting permanent members
were R. Abele, S. Friedman, D. Morton, and D. Weinstein. B. Kurze acted as recording secretary and the
meeting was digitally recorded on Zoom.

218 Walnut Street — Certificate of Appropriateness

This review was continued from a previous meeting. Glenn Knowles presented an application to install a
makeup air unit (MAU) at the back of the church next to the back entry stairs. The Boston Chinese Evangelical
Church was renovating the kitchen to bring it up to code and the makeup air unit was required. The design for
the MAU structure was revised to fit in with the rear entry structure and had textured concrete masonry piers,
wood posts with curved brackets, painted clapboard, and a matching cornice. There was hardware cloth on the
right side. The basement entry would have new wood handrails/guardrails consistent with the historic railings
at the back.

Materials Reviewed:

APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/788106
PDF File: Compiled 218 Walnut

Assessors database map

Aerial view and Aerial view showing project area

Photos of the back of the church

Rendering

Drawings
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Textured concrete masonry block specs
In-line fan technical specs
MHC Form B

Commissioners appreciated that the applicants responded to the feedback from the previous meeting and
came up with a great design that fit in with the historic rear entry porch. Lorraine Flynn (22 Omar Terr) was
concerned that the unit was being used for a commercial-scale kitchen and thought the scope could be
reduced. J. Gross stated that the commission did not have jurisdiction over use; the statutory requirement to
review the project to determine if it was appropriate. S. Friedman moved to grant a Certificate of
Appropriateness for the application as submitted. D. Morton seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote
and the motion passed unanimously, 5-0.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: June 2, 2023
SUBJECT: 218 WALNUT ST - Certificate of Appropriateness

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on June 1, 2023 the Newtonville Historic District Commission,
by roll call vote of 5-0,

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 218 WALNUT ST to
install a makeup air unit and wood railings/guard rails at the back next the rear entry porch. The design of
the structure will have textured concrete masonry piers, wood posts with curved brackets, painted
clapboard, and a matching cornice to tie into the historic rear entry porch and exterior.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused:

e Jim Gross, Chair
e Ralph Abele, Member

e David Morton,
Member

e Scott Friedman,
Member

e David Weinstein,
Member

Administrative discussion

Minutes: The May 2023 minutes were approved.

Rules & Regulations: Staff advised that there would be one Rules & Regulations document for all four
local historic districts with call outs for items that were specific to one of the districts. Commissioners
were asked to review the draft document and provide feedback; the draft would be reviewed at the
next regularly scheduled meeting (the next time there were applications for the Commission to
review.) Then the Law Department would review the final draft. Each commission would vote to
adopt the final draft; the motion and final draft would be filed with the City Clerk. Once filed, the
Rules & Regulations would be published on the website.
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Design Guidelines: There was discussion about what format guidelines would work best for
commissioners and applicants and what information would be useful for submitting and evaluating
applications. D. Morton said that concrete examples were critical; buzzwords were not helpful.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Recorded by B. Kurze
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