
Old East Parish Burying Ground and First Settlers’ Monument

The old burying ground at Centre and Cotton streets was one of the first sites to be included
in the National Register of Historic Places as the resting place of Newton's founding English
families, the first of whom settled near the Brighton line in the 1630s. To avoid regular trips
into Harvard Square - as Newton was still then part of Cambridge - and to avoid paying
tithes to the Cambridge ministry, many families began holding religious gatherings on an
acre of land donated by John Jackson. The burying grounds as well as a meeting house were
built on this land. In 1822 descendants of the first settlers raised an obelisk inscribed with
their ancestors’ names at the site, many of which are now eroded beyond legibility. The
burying ground was expanded in the 18th and 19th centuries. It was the only burying
ground in Newton until 1781 and remained in use until near the turn of the 20th century.




