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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

CHESTNUT HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

DATE:      January 19, 2023 

 
PLACE/TIME:   Fully Remote 
 
ATTENDING:  Peter Vieira, FAIA, Chair 

Robert Imperato, Member 
Susana Lannik, Member  
Matthew Montgomery, Member  
Rick Wetmore, Member 
John Wyman, Member  
Barbara Kurze, Commission Staff 
 

ABSENT:  Scott Aquilina, Member 
 

The fully remote meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with Peter Vieira presiding as Chair. Voting 
permanent members were R. Imperato, S. Lannik, M. Montgomery, R. Wetmore, and J. Wyman. B. Kurze acted 
as recording secretary and the meeting was recorded on Zoom. 
 
R. Wetmore was recused. 
 
152 Suffolk Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Evan Holbritter and David Berry presented an application for three options to use for the stone veneer for the 
pool terrace structure. Mock-ups were provided at the site for commissioner review. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/759070  
PDF File: Compiled Materials 152 Suffolk pool terrace veneer 
Assessors database map 
7-28-2022 presentation 
Mock-up photos with explanations and veneer section drawing 
 
There was discussion whether the veneer should match the stonework on and around the house, the 
puddingstone from the site, or the design inspiration photo. P. Vieira commented that the puddingstone mock-
up was not ideal because of the stone shapes and the character of the mortar join; he preferred a stone 
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veneer that was consistent with the older part of the house. M. Montgomery noted that fieldstone and 
puddingstone were used at different locations on the property; he was fine with the puddingstone mock-up 
which would use material from the site, was not part of the house, and blended with the landscape. M. 
Montgomery moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted for the Roxbury 
Puddingstone veneer option. S. Lannik seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion was 
passed, 4-1, with one recusal. 
 
RECORD OF ACTION:   
DATE: January 20, 2023 
SUBJECT:  152 Suffolk Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 19, 2023, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll call 
vote of 4-1, with one recusal 
RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted at 152 Suffolk Road to use the 
Roxbury Puddingstone veneer option as shown on the first mock-up at the site visit and as shown in the Roxbury 
Puddingstone mock-up photograph in the submitted materials. 
 
Voting in the Affirmative:    

Robert Imperato, Member   Susana Lannik, Member  Matthew Montgomery, Member 

John Wyman, Chair           

 

Voting in the Negative:    

Peter Vieira, Chair 

 
Recused:    

Rick Wetmore, Member 

 
R. Wetmore joined the meeting. 
 

342 Beacon Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Robert Marcus presented an application to install a wrought iron handrail on the stairs leading up from the 
front sidewalk to the front walkway. Inspectional Services required the handrail to meet code. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/759770  
PDF File: Compiled Materials 342 Beacon wrought iron railing 
Assessors database map 
Photos 
Railing sketch 
 
Commissioners said that they would need to scale drawings with dimensions that showed what the proposed 
railing would look like, and information about how it would be finished. Commissioners said a simple railing 
without the decorative panel would be appropriate. S. Lannik thought that the design could incorporate 
alternating turned and straight spindles. Staff would send the applicant the example of the drawings submitted 
for 137 Suffolk Road. The applicant agreed in writing to continue the review to a future regularly scheduled 
meeting. 
 
29 Acacia Avenue – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Sarah Perkinson and Jason LaGorga presented an application to install a vent on the right side of the house. 
The owner wanted to make the following changes to the rear elevation: 1) change the first-floor windows and 
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window openings; 2) replace the existing enclosed porch with a one-story addition; 3) install shutters on the 
second-floor windows; 4) replace the clapboard on the dormers; and 5) add a balustrade to the three-season 
porch. The owners proposed adding lighting fixtures and installing guard rails around a basement egress. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/774062   
PDF Files: Compiled Materials 29 Acacia rear elevation_reduced_Part1 
     Compiled Materials 29 Acacia rear elevation_reduced_Part2 
     Compiled Materials 29 Acacia rear elevation_reduced_Part3 
Assessors database map 
Plot plan 
Elevations – Existing, demolition, proposed 
Section and detail drawings 
Product and material information 
MHC Form B 
 
P. Vieira said that the proposed aluminum-clad picture window and other design elements gave a more 
contemporary feel to the back of the house, and he thought it worked well. M. Montgomery noted that the 
changes were on the back of the house and minimally visible from a public or private way. There was 
discussion about the height of the proposed balustrade for the three-season porch and whether it would need 
to be taller. R. Wetmore moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted with 
the option to increase the height of the balustrade. S. Lannik seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, 
and the motion was passed unanimously, 6-0. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION: 

DATE: January 20, 2023 

SUBJECT: 29 ACACIA AVE - Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 19, 2023 the Chestnut Hill Historic District 

Commission, by roll call vote of 6-0, 

RESOLVED to grant  a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 29 ACACIA AVE to 

make changes at the back of the house: change first story windows, build one-story rear addition, install 

shutters on the second floor, replace dormer clapboard, and add balustrade to three-season porch. Install 

vent on the side of the house. The owners have the option to increase the height of the balustrade to 38 

inches. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused: 

• Peter Vieira, Chair, 

FAIA 

• Robert Imperato, 

Member 

• Susana Lannik, 

Member 

• Matthew 

Montgomery, Vice 

Chair 
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• John Wyman, 

Member 

• Rick Wetmore, 

Member 

R. Wetmore recused himself. 
 
137 Suffolk Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Lisle Baker presented an application to install a free-standing wrought iron railing at the front entry steps. He 
wanted the option to adjust the location of the railing to make it easy to reach. They might need to install it to 
be closer to the front door. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/780413   
PDF File: Compiled Materials 137 Suffolk railing 
Assessors database map 
Photos 
Sketches 
Rendering 
Plan 
Section 
MHC Form B 
 
J. Wyman confirmed that the material would be wrought iron, painted black. There was discussion about the 
area where the railing could be placed. Commissioners agreed that it was appropriate to install it somewhere 
between the mid-window location shown on the drawings and the center of the pilaster. P. Vieira moved to 
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted with options for the location. J. Wyman 
seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion was passed, 5-0, with one recusal. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION: 

DATE: January 20, 2023 

SUBJECT: 137 SUFFOLK RD - Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 19, 2023 the Chestnut Hill Historic District 

Commission, by roll call vote of 5-0 with one recusal, 

RESOLVED to grant  a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 137 SUFFOLK RD to 

install a free-standing wrought iron, painted black, at the front step. The owners have the option to 

position the railing between the centerline of the adjacent pilaster and the centerline of the adjacent 

window. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused: 

• Peter Vieira, Chair, 

FAIA 

• Robert Imperato, 

Member 

  
• Rick Wetmore, 

Member 
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• Susana Lannik, 

Member 

• Matthew 

Montgomery, Vice 

Chair 

• John Wyman, 

Member 

 
R. Wetmore joined the meeting. 
 

206 and 210 Chestnut Hill Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Franklin Schwarzer presented an application to relocate the existing asphalt driveway from the one side of the 
property to the other. The driveway would have a trench drain with river stone. The asphalt area at the back 
corner of the property would remain. He maintained that the project fell under a non-binding 
recommendation; he understood that the City Law Department had determined that the commission had full 
review authority, but he wanted to reserve the right to argue that the decision was non-binding. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/780273   
PDF File: Compiled Materials 206 and 210 Chestnut Hill Rd driveway 
Owner authorization forms for 206 and 210 Chestnut Hill Road 
Assessors database map 
Photos 
Survey 
Sewer connection plans and details 
MHC Form B 
 
M. Montgomery said the project would be an improvement. Abutter Joan Golub asked if there would be a 
change to the curb cut or if there would be a gate at the end of the driveway. Robert Lawrence said they were 
not planning on those changes. J. Golub was concerned that the project could damage trees on her property 
and that there might be drainage issues. R. Lawrence said that Engineering would review the plans to confirm 
there were no issues with the proposed drainage and that an arborist could determine if there would be 
potential damage to the trees. R. Wetmore moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application 
as submitted. S. Lannik seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion was passed, 5-0, with 
one recusal. 
 

RECORD OF ACTION: 

DATE: January 20, 2023 

SUBJECT: 210 CHESTNUT HILL RD - Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on January 19, 2023 the Chestnut Hill Historic District 

Commission, by roll call vote of 5-0 with one recusal, 

RESOLVED to grant  a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 210 CHESTNUT HILL 

RD to relocate the existing driveway. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused: 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/780273
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• Peter Vieira, Chair, 

FAIA 

• Robert Imperato, 

Member 

• Susana Lannik, 

Member 

• Matthew 

Montgomery, Vice 

Chair 

• Rick Wetmore, 

Member 

 

  
• John Wyman, 

Member 

 

Administrative discussion 
Minutes: The June and December 2022 minutes were approved. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
Recorded by Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
 
 


