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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
CHESTNUT HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

DATE: February 16, 2023
PLACE/TIME: Fully Remote
ATTENDING: Peter Vieira, FAIA, Chair

Scott Aquilina, Member

Robert Imperato, Member
Susana Lannik, Member

John Wyman, Member

Barbara Kurze, Commission Staff

ABSENT: Matthew Montgomery, Member
Rick Wetmore, Member

The fully remote meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with Peter Vieira presiding as Chair. Voting
permanent members were S. Aquilina, R. Imperato, S. Lannik, and J. Wyman. B. Kurze acted as recording
secretary and the meeting was recorded on Zoom.

342 Beacon Street — Certificate of Appropriateness

This review was continued from a previous meeting. Robert Marcus presented an application to install a
wrought iron handrail on the stairs leading up from the front sidewalk to the front walkway. Inspectional
Services required the handrail to meet code.

Materials Reviewed:

APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/759770
PDF File: Compiled Materials 342 Beacon wrought iron railing

Assessors database map

Photos

Railing drawings with dimensions

MHC Form B

Preserving the Past Planning for the Future


https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/759770

Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission
Page 2 of 5

Commissioners said that the detailing of the proposed railing was fine, but the applicant needed to submit
drawings that reflected the actual site conditions. The applicant agreed in writing to continue the review to a
future regularly scheduled meeting.

70 Suffolk Road — Certificate of Appropriateness

Peter Stephens, Nicholas Marchio, Tom Catalano, Dan Gordon, and Frank van den Bosch presented an
application amend the previously approved plans for the new addition, rear dormers, attached one-car garage,
hardscaping, and landscaping. The owner also wanted to add a metal canopy to the informal entry on the
north facade; and to build a new pool and pool house structure.

Landscaping and hardscaping included tree removal and plantings. Masonry entry piers with uplights and
wingwalls would be built along Suffolk Road; cobblestone driveway aprons and granite curbing were also
proposed. The back of the property would have pathways, retaining walls, terraces, and an outdoor fireplace.
Design changes were proposed for the rear addition and garages.

A new pool with an auto lock cover and pool house would be built on the right side of the property; no pool
fencing was required. The proposed location was dictated by the location of wetlands at the back of the
property.

Materials Reviewed:

APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/782323
PDF File: Compiled Materials 70 Suffolk
Project description

MHC Form B

Site plan and assessors database map
1928 blueprints

Survey

Existing elevations and roof plan
Photos

Demolition plans

Proposed site plan

Proposed elevations and roof plan
Proposed building sections
Architectural detail drawings

Window detail drawings

Proposed pool house roof plan and elevations
Renderings

Material specifications

Landscape project description

Existing conditions plan

Demolition and tree removal plan
Proposed conditions plan
Neighborhood precedents

Photos

Trash enclosure

Fireplace

Proposed materials
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Commissioners had an opportunity to visit the site and review the existing conditions and the staked-out areas
for the proposed pool and pool house. S. Lannik said the changes and reduced scope looked great and were
appropriate; she pointed out that there were existing gutters that ran across some of the windows and asked if
they were able to fix that. S. Aquilina commented that the approved new dormers on the front were
unfortunate as they disrupted the geometry of the house; he thought putting slate on the sides and painting
them gray to blend in would make them less obtrusive. S. Aquilina said that the reduction of scale at the back
was good. P. Vieira commented that one of the characteristics of the district was openness and transparency.
He noted that the pool would normally be in a more private area, but the existing wetlands precluded that.

There was discussion about the entry pier height which appeared more formal and the proposed street
curbing which had a contemporary suburban look. S. Aquilina proposed dropping the pier height by eight
inches. S. Lannik was sympathetic to the owners’ concerns about protecting the grass areas from parked cars.
She asked the applicants to share mock-ups of the stucco color and aggregate. D. Gordon said a sloped granite
curbing could be used and that might look gentler.

P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted with the
requirement that the entry pier heights come down eight inches. S. Aquilina seconded the motion. There was a
roll call vote, and the motion was passed unanimously, 5-0. P. Vieira said commissioners would appreciate
seeing the mock-ups when they were ready.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: February 17, 2023
SUBJECT: 70 SUFFOLK RD - Certificate of Appropriateness

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 16, 2023 the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission, by roll call vote of 5-0,

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 70 SUFFOLK RD to
amend the previously approved plans for the new addition, rear dormers, attached one-car garage,
hardscaping, and landscaping; to add a metal canopy to the informal entry on the north facade; and to
build a new pool and pool house structure with the requirement that the height of the entry piers be
reduced by eight inches.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused:

e Peter Vieira, Chair,
FAIA

e Robert Imperato,
Member

e Susana Lannik,
Member

e John Wyman,
Member

e Scott Aquilina,
Member

12 Acacia Avenue — Certificate of Appropriateness
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This review is continued from a previous meeting. Richie Yu and Alex Doe presented an application to install
hardscaping, including retaining walls at the front of the house, and a patio and walkway at the back. The
retaining walls would be full masonry made of New England round stone, per the section drawings, and would
have drainage at the back and perforated pipe and weep holes at the front.

Materials Reviewed:

APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/782376
PDF Files: Compiled Materials 12 Acacia

Assessors database map

Landscape and hardscape renderings, plans, and existing photos
Wall details and sections

Drainage plan

Hardscape material details

Grading plan

Planting plan

Civil plan

Drainage details

Watershed maps

Existing conditions site plan

MHC Form B

S. Lannik confirmed that the existing fences would stay and that a second set of steps was proposed for the
front. The applicants would need to come back to the commission if a railing was required. P. Vieira moved to
grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted. J. Wyman seconded the motion. There
was a roll call vote, and the motion was passed, 5-0.

The owner asked the commission to renew the Certificate of Appropriateness that was issued for the garage,
driveway, and front left of the house in January 2022. J. Wyman moved to renew the Certificate of
Appropriateness that was issued in January 2022 for the garage, driveway, etc. S. Lannik seconded the motion.
There was a roll call vote, and the motion was passed, 5-0.

RECORD OF ACTION:
DATE: February 17, 2023
SUBJECT: 12 ACACIA AVE - Certificate of Appropriateness

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 16, 2023 the Chestnut Hill Historic District
Commission, by roll call vote of 5-0,

RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 12 ACACIA AVE to
install hardscaping, including retaining walls at the front of the house, and patio and walkway at the back.

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused:
e Peter Vieira, Chair,
FAIA
e Robert Imperato,
Member
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e Susana Lannik,

Member

e John Wyman,
Member

e Scott Aquilina,
Member

RECORD OF ACTION:

DATE: February 17,2023
SUBIJECT: 12 Acacia Avenue — Renewal of Certificate of Hardship

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on February 16, 2020, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, by roll
call vote of 5-0,

RESOLVED to renew the Certificate of Hardship for the application that was approved at the December 16, 2021, meeting
and for the revised drawings that were approved January 20, 2022 for 12 Acacia Avenue to extend the driveway, build a
new garage and parking/turnaround area, change the design of the existing former attached garage, and hardscape and
landscape the area in front of the former attached garage with the following requirements: 1) the new windows will
match the existing windows on the house which are wood grille between the glass; 2) the main garage door will be wood;
3) the side door on the garage which is not visible can be fiberglass; and 4) a final set of drawings with the correct call outs
and materials which are consistent with the drawings and what the commission approved will be submitted to Staff and
the commission architect for final review and approval. The Certificate of Hardship is granted because of the unusual set
up with a narrow driveway area abutting the property line and the house which limits the space to work with and creates
unique design challenges; this issue is not likely to occur elsewhere in the district. The existing driveway configuration and
site conditions are unique to this property and are not a detriment to the public welfare or the historic district.

Voting in the Affirmative (to renew):
Peter Vieira, Chair Scott Aquilina, Member Robert Imperato, Member
Susana Lannik, Member John Wyman, Member

Administrative discussion
Minutes: The August 2022 and January 2023 minutes were approved.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Recorded by Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner
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