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MINUTES OF PUBLIC MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 

CHESTNUT HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

DATE:      March 16, 2023 

 
PLACE/TIME:   Fully Remote 
 
ATTENDING:  Peter Vieira, FAIA, Chair 

Scott Aquilina, Member  
Robert Imperato, Member 
Matthew Montgomery, Member  
John Wyman, Member  
Barbara Kurze, Commission Staff 
 

ABSENT:  Susana Lannik, Member  
Rick Wetmore, Member 

 
The fully remote meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with Peter Vieira presiding as Chair. Voting 
permanent members were S. Aquilina, R. Imperato, M. Montgomery, and J. Wyman. B. Kurze acted as 
recording secretary and the meeting was recorded on Zoom. 
 
342 Beacon Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 
The application was withdrawn and moved to the April 2023 meeting. 
 
521 Hammond Street – Working Session 
Darren Gladeau presented the proposal to replace 13 windows on the first floor of the house with Pella 
Reserve inserts so that the existing trim would remain. The Pella options were all wood or wood with a metal 
clad frame. The existing older windows were drafty and there was rotting and leaking. The storm windows 
were relatively new but were not effective. Insulating the weight pockets would help minimize the drafting. 
Because of the cost, the owners wanted to start with the first floor. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/783998    
PDF File: Compiled submission 521 Hammond windows 
Assessors database map 
Photos marked to show windows proposed for replacement 
Elevation photos 
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Close up photos of exterior and interior of windows 
Pella window information 
Photo of sample window 
 
P. Vieira stated that the commission process was to determine if the windows were historic and if restoration 
was possible. The commission had seen successful restorations with thermal panes. The commission needed to 
understand what the existing conditions were and why the windows needed to be replaced. S. Aquilina agreed 
that it was important to preserve historic fabric and wanted more details about the existing and proposed 
windows; he thought it would be better to do one elevation at a time to be consistent. J. Wyman commented 
that the existing windows appeared to be in good shape. Commissioners asked the applicant to contact 
window restorers to understand the age and condition of the windows and to get an assessment of whether 
the windows could be restored; Staff would send out a list. P. Vieira noted that if replacement was proposed, 
the commission had been asking for elevations identifying windows that had been replaced, windows that 
would remain, and windows proposed for replacement, and for enlarged drawings showing sight lines, header, 
jamb, and sills for the existing and proposed. The applicant said they would try to get the information and 
come back to a future meeting. 
 
9 Old Orchard Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 
Vahe Ohannessian presented an application to repave the existing asphalt driveway and re-install the existing 
cobblestone border. A four-and-a-half-foot-wide cobblestone apron would be added about 10 feet from the 
street. They also wanted to install an electrical safety switch and conduit on the right side of the main house 
block; the conduit and the box would be painted to match the siding paint color. The box would be mounted 
flush. 
 
Materials Reviewed: 
APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/758463        
PDF File: 9OldOrchard – Sheet – H32 – Proposed Driveway.pdf 
PDF File: 9OldOrchard – Sheet – H5-3 – Elevations Electrical Shut Off.pdf Assessors database map 
 
P. Vieira said that the apron was not appropriate; it took away from the rural building and open setting and 
was too formal. The owners were entitled to replace the existing asphalt and cobblestone edging in-kind; the 
commission would also approve chip seal with aggregate like what was approved for other recent projects. For 
this property, a warmer brown-gray mix would be appropriate. The applicants would need to submit a bag of 
the aggregate stones for review and approval by the Chair and Vice Chair. Commissioners understood the 
necessity for the electric shut off box; other locations on the house would be less accessible. 
 
P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted for the driveway. M. 
Montgomery seconded the motion. There was a roll call vote, and the motion was denied, 1-4. P. Vieira moved 
to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted for the driveway without the 
cobblestone apron and with the option to use chip seal with aggregate. M. Montgomery seconded the motion. 
There was a roll call vote, and the motion was approved, 5-0. P. Vieira moved to grant a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the application as submitted for the electric shutoff. J. Wyman seconded the motion. 
There was a roll call vote, and the motion was approved, 5-0. 
 
 
 
 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/758463
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 RECORD OF ACTION:  
DATE: March 17, 2023  

SUBJECT: 9 Old Orchard Road – Certificate of Appropriateness  
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on March 16, 2023, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, 
by roll call vote of 1-4,  
 
RESOLVED to deny a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted at 9 Old Orchard Road to 
resurface the existing asphalt driveway, replace the existing cobblestone border, and install a cobblestone 
apron. The proposed cobblestone apron is a formal, modern feature that is not appropriate for the historic 
rural 18th century building.  
 

Voting in the Affirmative (to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness):  
Robert Imperato, Member  
 

Voting in the Negative (to deny a Certificate of Appropriateness):  
Peter Vieira, Chair Scott Aquilina, Member Matthew Montgomery, Member  
John Wyman, Member 
 

RECORD OF ACTION:  
DATE: March 17, 2023  

SUBJECT: 9 Old Orchard Road – Certificate of Appropriateness  
At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on March 16, 2023, the Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission, 
by roll call vote of 5-0,  
 
RESOLVED to grant a Certificate of Appropriateness for the application as submitted at 9 Old Orchard Road to 
resurface the existing asphalt driveway with chip seal subject to the administrative approval by the Chair or 
Vice Chair of the aggregate color and to replace the existing cobblestone border. The proposed cobblestone 
apron was denied as a formal, modern feature that is not appropriate for the historic rural 18th century 
building. 
  

Voting in the Affirmative:  
Peter Vieira, Chair Scott Aquilina, Member  
Robert Imperato, Member Matthew Montgomery, Member John Wyman, Member 

 

 

RECORD OF ACTION: 

DATE: March 17, 2023 

SUBJECT: 9 OLD ORCHARD RD - Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

At a scheduled meeting and public hearing on March 16, 2023 the Chestnut Hill Historic District 

Commission, by roll call vote of 5-0, 

RESOLVED to grant  a Certificate of Appropriateness for the project as submitted at 9 OLD ORCHARD 

RD to install an electric shutoff box with the requirement that the box and conduits be painted to match 

the siding of the house. 

Voting in the Affirmative: Voting in the Negative: Abstained: Recused: 
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• Peter Vieira, Chair, 

FAIA 

• Robert Imperato, 

Member 

• Matthew 

Montgomery, Vice 

Chair 

• John Wyman, 

Member 

• Scott Aquilina, 

Member 

   

9 Old Orchard Road – Final Project Approval 
The applicants were not ready for the final project review and wanted to move it to the next meeting. J. 
Wyman noted that there was a shiny metal standpipe that was very visible from Beacon and Hammond Streets 
that needed to be addressed. P. Vieira said that the applicants needed to give commissioners at least a week’s 
notice that the work was done. 
 
Administrative discussion 
Minutes: The November 2022 minutes were approved. 
 
Rules & Regulations and Design Guidelines: Staff would follow up with the Law and Planning Departments to 
determine next steps to get the draft Rules & Regulations approved. 
 
The Design Guidelines should be a tool for the applicants to provide useful information on what was 
recommended for different kinds of projects and what needed to be submitted with the applications. P. Vieira 
said there should be a new section with recommendations for typical topics such as: additions, color palettes, 
driveways, fences, garages, hardscaping and landscaping, lighting, mechanicals and services (including 
condensers, electric shutoffs, generators, heat pumps, meters), roofing, solar panels, and windows. 
 
Remote meeting update: Legislation to extend the order to allow remote meetings into 2025 was passed by 
the House. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 
 
Recorded by Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
 
 


