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NEWTON RETIREMENT BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, April 25, 2023 — 9:00 A.M.
Location: Newton City Hall, Room #B15

Chairman Thomas Lopez, Anthony Logalbo, Kelly Byrne, Stephen Curley, Lisa Maloney, Esq., Barbara
O'Brien, Deirdrae Walsh, Deputy City Solicitor/Retirement Board Counsei Marie Lawlor, and Assistant City
Solicitor/Retirement Board Counsel Jaclyn Zawada

Kelly Byrne participated remotely via Zoom software as her physical aftendance af the meeling was
deemed unreasonably difficult. All votes were taken by roll call volte.

Perry Rosenfield, City of Newton’s Manager of Financial Planning and Analysis, David Helfman, Newton
resident, members Joshua Richardson and Cheryl Salvucci and Attorney Brian Sullivan, counsel for
Joshua Richardson

Leonard Gentile, City CGouncilor, entered the meetmg at approximately §: 17 AM.

Record in minutes the Board voled, by a vote of 5-0, to accept the accidental disability retirement
application submitted by Attorney Brian Sullivan on behalf of Joshua Richardsen, pursuant to M.G.L.
Chapter 32, Section 7 and to petition PERAC to convene a regional medical panel to examine the
member,

Record in minutes Attorney Brian Sullivan and member Joshua Richardson left the meeting at
approximately 9:03 A.M.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to approve the regular sessicn minutes of the
meeting held on March 28, 2023,

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to amend the regular session minutes of the Special
meeting held April 6, 2023, by replacing FY33 with FY32 in Record #2.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-G, to approve the regular session minutes of the
Special meeting held April 6, 2023, as amended.

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to approve the attendance of staff, Board members
and Board Counsel at the 2023 MACRS Spr:ng Conference and have their expenses covered pursuant to
the Board's travel reguiations.

Recard in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to approve the Board's purchasing of its own ZOOM
software.

Record in minutes that there was discussion relating to MA Public Records law — Exemption O. The
Board took no action pending Board Counsel research,

Record in minutes the Board voled, by a vote of 5-0, to approve the monthly financial reporting for month
ending February 2023 (trial balance, related journals, MMDT/Eastern bank statements, MMDT/Eastern
Bank reconciliations, asset allocation, expense budget to actual comparison and cash flow forecast) as
nrepared by Director O'Brien.
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Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vole of 5-0, to approve the acceptance of the following new

members:
Date of
Last Name First Name | Group Membership Department Position

Holliday Joy 1 3/20/2023 School Teacher Aide
Coscla Nicholas 1 3/27/2023 Assessing Appraisal Tech:
Coscione Hector 4 3/27/2023 Fire Firefighter
Donlan James 4 3/27/2023 Fire Firefighter
Halkett Peter 4 3/27/2023 Fire Firefighter
Leone Alex 4 3/27/2023 Fire Firefighter
Nicolazzo John 4 3/27/2023 Fire Firefighter
Tyrrell Erin 1 3/27/2023 School Teacher Aide
Voccio Kyle 4 3/27/2023 Fire Firefighter
Arevalo Ashley i 3/30/2023 School Teacher Aide

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to approve the following application(s} for
superannuation retirement pursuant to G.L. ¢, 32, §5. Retirement Board staff has verified that the
necessary paperwork is in order and determined all applicani(s) to be eligible for such benefits:

Member Position Dept. Date of Retirement
Cheri Zunick Teacher Aide School 06/39/2023
Joseph Crossen Director of Facilities School 06/30/2023
Elaine Gong Lee Teacher Aide Schocol 06/30/2023
Elisabeth Hogan Receptionist NHA 03/30/2023
Margaret Power Exec. Admin. Ass’t School 06/30/2023

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, to approve the following expense warrants:

Warrant # C3-23 | 04/26/2023 |Federal 1ax deposit funding re: member account disbursements | $ 11,912.82
Warrant # 09-23 | 04/26/2023 |Administrative expense/member account disbursements $ 438,879.09
Warrant # 10-23 | 04/25/2023 |04/28/2023 Contributory pension payroll $ 3,094,960.49

Record in minutes Chairman Lopez reported that as requested by Human Rescurces Director Michelle
Pizzi O’Brien, Retirement Director O'Brien contacted her several times to schedule a meeting with Human
Resources Deputy Director Francoiss Charlot to discuss the difficulties that the City is having relative to
retaining and producing pre-employment physicals and the mechanisms that are now in place to resolve
those issues. Due fo scheduling conflicts, this meeting is still pending. No action was taken by the Board,

Record in minutes Chairman Lopez reported that although Mayor Fuller, at the Board’s March 28, 2023,
meeting, stated her preference to pursue a COLA base increase rather than the 5% Local COLA Option
pursuant to Chapter 269 of the Acts of 2022, no formal response has been received from Mayor Fuller to
the Board’s February 22, 2023, request to approve the Option. No action was taken by the Board.

Record in minutes no action was taken by the Board with respect to the FY24 COLA increase.
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Record in minutes Chairman Lopez reported that the Board's April 10, 2023 reguest to City Council for
approval of an incremental increase to the COLA base of $1,000 per year from FY24-FY26, a 6.6%
growth rate with a fully funded date of FY32, was scheduled to be addressed by the City's Committee of
the Whole at a virtual meeting on May 3, 2023 at 8 A.M. Chairman Lopez stated that the ZOOM link will
be provided to all Board members in the event that they are interested in attending the virtual meeting. No
action was taken by the Board.

Record in minutes Chairman Lopez referenced the April 20, 2023 letter from Mayor Fuller advising
employees and retirees that effective July 1, 2023 the City will be changing its health insurance carrier
and phasing out the Medicare Part B reimbursement policy. There was discussion relating fo a letter
drafted by Chairman Lopez and Elected Board Member Byre to Mayor Fuller requesting that the Mayor
reconsider her decision o eliminate the Medicare Part B reimbursement. No action was taken by the
Board.

Record in minutes Chairman Lopez reported that the retirement system’s actuary, Kathleen Ritey of
Segal, will be attending the Board’s May 23, 2023, meeting to discuss the preliminary results of the
January 1, 2023 actuarial vaiuation.

Record in minutes that Director O'Brien reported that a response from PERAC is pending relative to the
Board's April 20, 2023 request for clarification regarding “Once a Member Always a Member'— Supreme
Judicial Court's decision in Refirement Board of Stoneham v. Conlributory Retirement Appeal Board &
another, SJC-12098 December 22, 2016,

Record in minutes that the following updates were provided regarding pending disability retirement
applications: '

Applicant Dept. Current Status
Kevin Flynn Fire Medical Panel Appis scheduled for 4/8/23, 4/26/23 & 5/3(23
L.awrence J. Podolske Fire Medical Pane| Appts scheduled for 5/15/23, 5/20/23 & 6/14/23
Andrew Handler Fire Disability Transmittal submitted to PERAC on.4/3/23

Record in minutes that Board Counsel Zawada provided the following updates on pending appeal
malters: 1.) opposing counsei agreed to an extension for filing of the briefs for the Kimberly Vanaman
case 2.} Board Counss| Zawada recommended, as proposed by opposing counsel, to consolidate the
cases for Vanaman, Fallon, Whittum and Goethals since all four cases are teacher aides appealing the

Record in minutes the Board voted, by a vote of 5-0, for Board Counsel {o pursue the consolidation of the
following four appeals: Vanaman, Fallon, Whittum and Goethals.

Chairman Lopez opened the floor for public commaent. City Councllor Leonard Genltile shared his thoughts
relative to the Mayor's April 20, 2023, letter regarding the change in health insurance carriers and the

Upon motion duly made and seconded it was voted, by a vote of 5-0, to adjourn at 10;12 AM.
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Signed:
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Tho opez, Chalr'rnan/EIected Member _

Aj;;yﬁ T. Lob*albo Vidd Crélirman/Mayoral Appointee

}f/f:i’:f{;--w f{@{ g A

Kelly Byrng, Elected /lyl"émber

ap Officio Me(ba
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Maloney, Esq., Appointed Member




