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STAFF MEMORANDUM 
 

Meeting Date:  May 18, 2023 
     

DATE:  May 11, 2023 
 

TO:   Chestnut Hill Historic District Commission    
   

FROM:   Barbara Kurze, Senior Preservation Planner 
     

SUBJECT:  Additional Review Information 
 

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the members of the Chestnut Hill Historic District 
Commission (Chestnut Hill HDC) with information about the significance of the properties being reviewed 
and the application process, which may be useful in the review and decision-making process of Chestnut 
Hill HDC. Additional information may be presented at the meeting that the Chestnut Hill HDC can take into 
consideration when discussing a Local Historic District Review application. 

 
 

Dear Chestnut Hill HDC Members, 

The following is additional information for the Local Historic District Review applications that you should 
have received in your meeting packet. 
 
Applications 

342 Beacon Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 

Notes: The applicant does not have the required drawing showing how the railing would be built for the existing 
stairs and has asked that the application be moved to the June 20th meeting. 

521 Hammond Street – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The circa 1749 Georgian house is one of the oldest surviving dwellings in Newton and was 
owned by the Hammond family until the early 19th century. In 1937, the firm of Blodgett & Law undertook a 
substantial renovation for owner Edith Storer. A 19th century wing and some smaller additions were removed, and 
a garage bay and garage addition were built. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: This review is continued from previous meetings. The owners want to replace 13 windows 
on the first floor of the house with Pella Reserve wood insert windows which would be installed from the inside and 
the existing trim would remain. The window inserts would be custom built to fit in the existing openings. At the last 
meeting, the owners explained that they had contacted several window restoration companies and had the 
windows inspected; but they felt that there were issues with getting the windows restored. 
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Notes: Staff reviewed the submission requirements with the chair, and we determined that photos of the 
proposed inserts installed in similar conditions would be sufficient to understand what the installed inserts would 
look like. Photos of the two options are included in the materials. Option 1 is a wood aluminum-clad window and 
Option 2 is an all wood window. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 

Application link: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/783998 
PDF File: Compiled 521 Hammond May 2023 Meeting.pdf 
Assessors database map 
Project description 
Photos of Option 1 and 2 
Photos marked to show windows proposed for replacement 
Elevation photos 
Close up photos of exterior and interior of windows 
Floor plan showing location of windows to be replaced 
Pella window proposal 
Pella window information 
Photo of sample window 
Home inspection report 
MHC Form B 
 

9 Lawrence Road – Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The Colonial Revival house was built in 1899 for Edwin S. Webster and underwent 
substantial changes from 1905 to 1917. Chapman and Frazer worked on the designs; the firm had worked on many 
other projects with Webster. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to replace the slate roof and flat rubber roofs in-kind. The fascia, soffits, 
and other trim elements would be repaired or replace. The plan is to match the existing trim elements with off-the-
shelf or custom products; material might be composite or wood. 

Notes: The application is on the agenda so that commissioners can ask questions about the project and confirm 
whether it will truly be repair/replacement in-kind. The commissioners may ask for additional details and 
materials if needed to understand the scope of the project. 

We do not have detailed documentation of all the trim elements and how they would be matched. 

The applicant will provide samples of the proposed slate roof tiles; Staff will let commissioners know where the 
samples can be reviewed. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application link: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/770657    
PDF File: Compiled 9 Lawrence roof 
Assessors database map 
Photographs 
Slate spec sheet 
MHC Form B 
 

9 Old Orchard Road – Final Project Approval 

NOTE: The owners have not completed the landscaping component and may need to make changes to the 
approved plans. The review for final project approval is withdrawn from the May meeting and will go on a future 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/783998
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/770657
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meeting agenda. Commissioners do not need to go by the site for this month’s meeting, but Staff is leaving the 
information about the approved plans on the agenda in case anyone wants to review them. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners are requesting final approval for the project work on the existing house and 
garage, new rear addition and rear patios and outdoor kitchen area, hardscaping, and site elements.  

APPROVED PLANS AND DECISIONS: 

Uploaded documents are in the “Files” tab 
Certificates issued via NewGov are in the “Details” tab in the “Documents” box 
 

• Application HDC-23-32 Approved Documents and Decisions 

APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/785998    
 
Electric Shut Off - Uploaded 3-17-2023:  
  Approved Docs_9 Old Orchard driveway electric shutoff 
 
   

• Application HDC-22-203 Approved Documents and Decisions 

APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/758463    
 
Bulkhead - Uploaded 10-20-2022:  
  Approved Docs_HDC-22-203 9 Old Orchard bulkhead 
  DECISION_HDC-22-203_9 Old Orchard bulkhead 
 

Siding – Uploaded 9-21-2022 (no formal approval; intent was to confirm that siding work would match 
previously approved) 
  OCT_Specification_Siding_Repairs 
  9 Old Orchard Siding Work Plan 
 

Outdoor Kitchen and Kitchen vent – Uploaded 9-16-2022 
  APPROVED DOCS_HDC_22-203_9 Old Orchard kitchen vent outdoor kitchen.pdf 
  DECISION_HDC-22-203_9 Old Orchard outdoor kitchen 
  DECISION_HDC-22-203_9 Old Orchard kitchen vent 
 

Vents, lights, condensers, trim – Uploaded 8-1-2022 
  Approved Plans_HDC-22-203_9 Old Orchard vents lights condensers trim 
  Approved Products_HDC-22-203_9 Old Orchard vents lights condensers trim 
  DECISION_HDC-22-203_9 Old Orchard vents lights trim 
   

Electric Meter - Uploaded 8-1-2022 
  DECISION_HDC-22-203_9 Old Orchard request to Eversource 
 
Roof FINAL APPROVAL – Uploaded 7-29-2022 (Approved plans and decisions were submitted under HDC-20-139 
shown later in this memo) 
  FINAL PROJECT APPROVAL_HDC-22-211_9 Old Orchard roof 
 

Addition and Landscape  - Uploaded 7-1-2022 
  9 Old Orchard drawings-9-17-2020 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/785998
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/758463
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• Application HDC-20-139 Approved Documents and Decisions 

APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/756589     

 

Roof - Uploaded 5-19-2022 (FINAL APPROVAL Issued 7-2022) 

  Application-roof 
  Decision-roof 
 

Addition and Landscape - Uploaded 5-17-2022:  
  Application 
  Decisions (2) 
 

Skylights - Uploaded 5-17-2022:  

  2021.11.18 Application 
  2021.11.18 Decision 
 

Front yard plantings and re-setting of stonework; backyard hardscape materials, plantings and hardscape and 
planting plans - Uploaded 5-17-2022:  

  2021.03.17 Application 
  2021.03.17 Decision 
 

Rear addition, skylights, doors, window restoration, siding repair and replacement - Uploaded 5-17-2022:  

  2021.02.19 Application 
  2021.02.19 Decision 
 
Removal of breezeway walls to determine existing conditions and paint - Uploaded 5-17-2022:  

  2021.02.25 Application 
  2021.01.25 Decision 
   2021.02.25 Application-paint 
  2021.01.25 Decision-paint 
 

124 Chestnut Hill Road – Final Project Approval 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1923 English Revival house was designed by Frohman, Robb and Little for author Ben 
Ames Williams. Williams was a well-known novelist and short story writer; much of his writing was published in the 
Saturday Evening Post. Several of his novels and short stories were made into films; among them Adventure’s End, 
Leave Her to Heaven, The Strange Woman and Johnny Trouble. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The applicants are requesting final approval for the project work on the existing house and 
garage, and hardscaping. The rear deck will not be built and the chimney caps that were approved will most likely 
not to be installed. 

APPROVED PLANS AND DECISIONS: 

Uploaded documents are in the “Files” tab 
Certificates issued via NewGov are in the “Details” tab in the “Documents” box 
 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/756589
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Application HDC-22-247 Approved Documents and Decisions 

APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/763595     
 
Driveway - Uploaded 8-19-2022:  
  Approved Docs_HDC-22-247 
  Approved Site Plan_ HDC-22-247_124 Chestnut Hill Rd driveway hardscaping 
  DECISION_HDC-22-247_124 Chestnut Hill Rd driveway 
   
Bluestone patio - Uploaded 8-19-2022:  
  Approved Docs_HDC-22-247 
  Approved Site Plan_ HDC-22-247_124 Chestnut Hill Rd driveway hardscaping   
  DECISION_HDC-22-247_124 Chestnut Hill Rd bluestone patio 
 
Note: Revised plans for tree removal and new plantings were never submitted for review and approval 
 

Application HDC-22-281 Approved Documents and Decisions 

APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/771074     
 
Rear vents - Uploaded and issued 10-21-2022:  
  Approved docs_HDC-22-281 124 CH Rd vents 
  Certificate of Appropriateness (in the “Details” tab, “Documents” box) 
 

Application HDC-21-139 Approved Documents and Decisions 

APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/756791      
 
Gas meter, generator, condensers - Uploaded 5-17-2022 

  Application 
  Decision 
 

Application HDC-21-81 Approved Documents and Decisions 

APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/756733      
 
Chimney caps, Garage doors and openings, window color palette to match existing - Uploaded 5-17-2022:  

  2021.09.30 Application 
  2021.09.30 Decision 
Note: Chimney caps will probably not be installed 
 

Amendment to waterproof the side and back window sills - Uploaded 5-17-2022:  

  2021.08.26 Application 
  2021.08.26 Decision 
 

Windows on the sides and back - Uploaded 5-17-2022:  

  Application 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/763595
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/771074
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/756791
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/756733
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  Decision 
Note: Windows on the front and stained glass/leaded glass windows were required to be restored 
 
Masonry repairs, garage doors, restoration of front elevation windows and stained glass/leaded windows – 
Uploaded 5-11-2023: 
  Application-6-17-2021     
  CHR_124_App_doors stairs-signed 
 
Rear stairs, cheek walls and railings; rear doors; restoration of street-facing front doors – Uploaded 5-11-2023: 
   Application-6-17-2021  

  CHR_124_Non-App_doors stairs-signed 
 

Application HDC-21-37 Approved Documents and Decisions 

APPLICATION LINK: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/756689      
 

Removal of front landscaping wall, removal or relocation of gas meter and generator, rear deck  - Uploaded 5-
17-2022:  

  Application 
  Decision 
Notes:  
Gas meter and generator were required to be removed or relocated 
Rear deck will not be built 

 

67 Old Orchard Road – Renewal of Certificate of Appropriateness 

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE: The 1906 English Revival house was built as the carriage house or garage for 40 Old 
Orchard Road and converted into a residence in 1958. The first owner was Albert Farwell Bemis who was the 
president of Bemis Brothers Bag Company at 89 State Street in Boston, and director of the Boott Cotton Mills of 
Lowell and the Angua Jute Company of Calcutta, India. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: The owners want to renew the Certificate of Appropriateness that was granted for the 
replacement of exterior lights at the August 2020 meeting. 

MATERIALS PROVIDED: 
Application link: https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/756587    
PDF Files:  
Application 
Decision 
 

Administrative discussion 

Minutes: Review the draft minutes for the January, February, March, and April 2023 meetings. 

Rules & Regulations: Staff reviewed the process with the Law Department and the recommendation was 
to have one document for all four commissions with any exceptions called out. Staff has revised the draft 
document (included in the meeting materials) and will review it with each commission. The Law 
Department will also review the draft and then each commission must vote to adopt the Rules and 

https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/756689
https://newtonma.viewpointcloud.com/records/756587
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Regulations. The adopted Rules & Regulations must be submitted to the City Clerk and then they can be 
posted online. 

Window applications: Commission to discuss the process and required submission materials. Staff put 
together bullet points as a starting point for the discussion (included in the meeting materials.) 


