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1. Introduction to the Pattern Book 

• Purpose of the Pattern 
Book 

• The Pattern Book & The 
New Zoning Ordinance 

• The Pattern Book 
Methodology 

• Using the Pattern Book to 
Inform Development/ 
Redevelopment in Newton 



2. The Development of Newton 

• Newton’s Development 
(1630 - 2017) 

• Newton Today 

• The Evolution of the City 

• Zoning History 

• Recent Planning 
Initiatives 



3. Newton’s Patterns 

• Pattern Book 
Organization 

• Citywide Analysis 

• Development Types 

• Pattern Subsets 

• Village-based Areas 

• Building Inventory 



4. The Pattern Book Process 

• Research/Analysis 

• GIS Operations 

• Public Engagement 

• Revising the Pattern 
Book 
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1. Citywide Analysis 

Citywide Systems 
• Circulation: Walkability 
• Circulation: Transit Access 
• Circulation: Automobile Access 
• Circulation: Parking 
• Open Space 
• Physical Barriers 
• Watersheds 

Development Forms 
• Land Use 
• Business Centers 
• Lot Sizes 
• Gross Square Feet (development) 
• Development Height in Stories 
• Streetwall 
• Accessory Structures 
• Mean Tax Revenue/Acre 
• Nonconforming Parcels (existing 

zoning) 
• Changes in Density Over Time 
• Permeable & Impermeable Surfaces 



1. Citywide Analysis 



2. Development Types 

Neighborhood 
Village Center 
Regional Center 
Campus 
Recreation/Public Use 
Conservation 



2. Development Types 



2. Pattern Subsets 

Neighborhood 
• Traditional - Small 
• Traditional – Medium 
• Traditional – Large Compact 
• Traditional – Large 
• Manor 
• Planned 
• Planned Unit Development 
• Multifamily – Medium 
• Multifamily - Large 

Village Center 
• Convenience Center 
• Neighborhood Center 
• Urban Center 
• Gateway Center 

Regional Center 
• Employment Center 
• Retail Center 
• Legacy Industrial Center 

Campus 
• Civic 
• Corporate Park 
• Institutional 

Recreation/Public Use 
• Regional/Neighborhood Park 
• Golf Course 
• Utility 
• Cemetery/Burial Ground 

 

Conservation 
• Easement 
• Natural Landscape/ 

Formation 
• Wetland/Ecological 

Resource 
• Water Body 
• Forest 

 



2. Pattern Subsets 



3. Village-based Areas 



3. Village-based Areas 



3. Village-based Areas 



3. Village-based Areas 



3. Village-based Areas + Development Types & Pattern Subsets 
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Newton Zoning Reform 
Next Steps in Public Engagement 

• Ongoing Online Engagement — coUrbanize + Sign Campaign 
• Draft Pattern Book Review with ZAP (April) 
• 2nd Pattern Book Open House (late April/early May) 
• Revisit Focus Groups (May-June) 
• Draft Pattern Book Review with City Council (May) 

 
• Public Presentation (June) 
• Draft Ordinance Focus Groups (June-July) 
• Draft Ordinance Review with ZAP & P&D (August/September) 
• Ward Meetings & Subject Specific Meetings (early September) 
• Draft Ordinance Presentation to City Council (early September) 
• Public Presentation (October) 

PHASE 5: 
Pattern Book 

PHASES 6 & 7: 
Draft Zoning 

Ordinance 


