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M E M O R A N D U M  
 

DATE:   January 27, 2016 

TO:   Councilor Ted Hess-Mahan, Chairman 

   Members of the Zoning and Planning Committee 

FROM:   Barney Heath, Director, Department of Planning and Development 
   James Freas, Deputy Director  
   Lily Canan Reynolds, Community Engagement Manager 

RE: Zoning Redesign 

CC:   City Council 
   Planning and Development Board  
   Donnalyn Kahn, City Solicitor 
   John Lojek, ISD Commissioner 
 
 

 
This month Sasaki Associates published a report on the Pattern Book Open House that took place on 
December 3 – 4, 2016.  The summary document gives an overview of the development of the pattern 
book, which was presented to the public in several interactive stations. This two-day event really 
provided the community with an opportunity to see in-depth how the project team is gathering data 
on Newton’s diverse neighborhoods. Participants were prompted to ask questions, give feedback and 
interact with Sasaki’s early findings.  The document lists the key takeaways from each station and 
how participants are guiding the Zoning Redesign process. A ‘Lessons Learned’ section provides 
information about what worked best and what could be improved for future public events. 
 
The summary document has been published on the project website 
(http://courbanize.com/projects/newtonzoning/updates) and is attached here for members of the 
Zoning and Planning Committee.  The website interactive map continues to draw participation from 
the Newton community.  In February the team will be launching a sign/text campaign that allows 
people to answer project questions they see in the community by texting in answers.  More details 
will be provided to the Committee about this campaign in the next bi-weekly update. 
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