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NEEDHAM ST.

Needham Street 
Development

The development...
• Combines residential, commercial and 

retail uses, animating the Needham Street 
corridor with daytime and evening activity 
and fostering a strong sense of place for the 
corridor.

• Respects the Saco-Pettee Historic 
District, integrating the Oak Street mill and  
creating architecture that complements the 
mill’s rich historic character. 

• Creates a new Main Street, lining 
sidewalks with village-style stores and 
restaurants and connecting Upper Falls 
Village to Needham Street.

• Establishes an attractive gateway into 
Newton, creating an appealing, walkable 
streetscape along Needham Street and 
connecting to adjacent neighborhoods.

• Promotes smart growth by converting 
an aging, obsolete industrial complex into a 
vibrant new mixed-use community.

• Uses sustainable planning, design 
and construction, creating a “green” and 
environmentally sensitive community.

At a glance
The Needham Street 
Development will create a 
place that is:
• Diverse, fostering a 

sense of neighborhood 
and community. 

• Exciting, attracting 
people to live, work, 
play and shop. 

• Connected, reaching 
out to surrounding 
neighborhoods.

• Historical, respectful of 
rich heritage.

• Walkable, prioritizing 
pedestrians over cars.

• Sustainable, protecting 
our environment.
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5-10 minute walking radius fro
m village center

Context: Region and City

Northland 
property
30 acres

Needham 
Street Corridor

5- to 10-minute 
walking radius

The Region

The City

Needham Street 
Development

5- to 10-minute 
walking radius

Existing village 
center

Walkable Main 
Street

Bike path

MBTA Green Line and 
stop

MBTA bus route
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Enhance useful but neglected 
stairway to turn it into a vital link.

Turn pedestrian-hostile Needham Street 
corridor into a walkable streetscape.

Animate industrial side street into an 
active Main Street extension across 
Needham Street.
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OAK STREET

CHARLEMONT STREET

Restore overgrown South Meadow 
Brook into urban amenity.

Transform abandoned edge into 
neighborhood pedestrian connection.

Connect with and build upon historic 
Upper Falls village center.

Reinforce a walkable context.
Celebrate history and create a 
gateway to the corridor.

Replace vacant and 
obsolete buildings.

Connect to bikeway.

TOWER ROAD

Context: Village

	Narrow, 
unprotected 
sidewalks 
discourage walking 
and send a message 
of disinvestment.

	Frequent, broad 
curb cuts and 
inadequate 
crosswalks create 
dangerous conflicts 
between cars and 
pedestrians.

	Auto-oriented retail 
and large parking 
lots create a low-
value suburban 
character.

Needham Street Edge

Transform underused paved areas 
into green places.

	Dense power lines 
detract visually 
from the urban 
environment.
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Land Use Concept
 Housing

 Retail (ground-floor)

 Retail (standalone)

 Office

 Parks and green space

 Green roof
Enhanced stream 
and bank

Neighborhood 
green

Village square

Mill green

Gateway to 
the corridor

Charlemont plaza

Tower Road 
Gateway

Enhanced existing 
pedestrian connection 
to neighborhood

Townhouses

Community-oriented retail

Newton Upper Falls 
Greenway

Bike and pedestrian 
connections to 
neighborhood

Enhanced pedestrian 
connection to historic 
Upper Falls village center

Pette
e Lane

Mobility hub
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Bird’s-eye View
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GREEN
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Build community

Preserve local heritage at 
156 Oak Street building

Create diverse open spaces

Establish a signature 
gateway to the corridor

Foster walkability with 
pedestrian-friendly streets

Connect people and places 
with walking and biking paths
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Placemaking
Main Street

Celebrating the Mill Building

VI
EW

VIEW

VILLAGE
GREEN

MAIN 
STREET

Pl
ac

em
ak

in
g



NORTHLAND

NEEDHAM ST.

Needham Street 
Development

Placemaking
Mill Park

Pettee Lane
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Placemaking
Charlemont Street

Newton Upper Falls Greenway
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Pedestrian and bike connections to/from surrounding neighborhoods Walkable sequence of destinations with a distinctive sense of place

Inviting open spaces, green connections, and signature parks Efficient traffic patterns and managed parking supply

Connections

Urban Design
Character

Public Realm Streets & Parking
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