
 

The location of this meeting is handicap accessible and reasonable accommodations will be provided 
to persons requiring assistance.  If you need a special accommodation, please contact Jini Fairley, at 
least two days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov, or 617-796-1253.  For 
Telecommunications Relay Service dial 711. 

Public Facilities Committee Agenda 
 

City of Newton 
In City Council 

 

Wednesday, June 8, 2016 
 

7:30 PM 
Room 204 
 

Items Scheduled for Discussion: 
 

Referred to Programs & Services, Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#175-16           Authorization to enter into a settlement agreement with National Grid.  
                        HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization for the City to enter into a 

settlement agreement with Boston Gas Company d/b/a National Grid.  [04/25/16 @ 
6:52 PM] 

 

Referred to Public Facilities Committee 
#161-16 Comcast petition for a Grant of Location for Washington Street 
 COMCAST OF MASS petitioning for a grant of location to install 264’ + of 3’’ pipe from 

Pole #864/2 on Lenglen Road, southeasterly 199’ + across Washington Street thence 
turning easterly 65’ + to 580 Washington St. (Ward 2) [04/21/16 @ 9:00 AM] 

 
#162-16 Verizon Petition for a Grant of Location for Upland Ave 
 VERIZON NEW ENGLAND, INC. petitioning for a grant of location to install 

approximately 160’+ of 1¼” conduit in Upland Avenue from an existing manhole (in 
front of #123) running 125’ northerly to a new 2’ x 3’ handhole in the grass strip in 
front of #128 Upland Avenue.  (Ward 8) [04/20/16 @ 4:37 PM] 

 
#190-16 National Grid Petition for a Grant of Location in Wendell Road 
  NATIONAL GRID petitioning for a grant of location to install approximately 210’ + of 4’’ 

conduit on Wendell Road from existing 12’’ gas main in Dedham Street northerly to 
house #126 for new gas service. (Ward 8) [04/27/16 @ 1:33 PM] 

 
#124-16 National Grid Grant of Location Petition for Old Farm Road 
 NATIONAL GRID petitioning to install and maintain 200’+ of 4” gas main in Old Farm 

Road from the existing 12” gas main in Brookline Street southerly to 12 Old Farm Road 
for a new gas service. (Ward 8) [03/22/16 @ 3:09 PM] 

 City Council Postponed to a Date Certain of May 2, 2016 by Voice Vote 

mailto:jfairley@newtonma.gov


Public Facilities Committee Agenda 
Wednesday, June 8, 2016 

Page 2 
 

 Motion to suspend the rules to accept to the docket and refer to the Public Facilities 
Committee was approved by Voice Vote. 

 
#109-16B Verizon Grant of Location petition for wireless communication equipment 
 CELLCO PARTNERSHIP d/b/a VERIZON WIRELESS petitioning for a grant of location to 

attach wireless communication equipment to existing utility poles at the following 
locations:  

Locations 
Grove Street (near corner of Grove and Washington Streets) at Pole #185/79 
Crafts Street (near 224 Crafts Street) at Pole # 108/30 

 
#163-16 Request for discussion with DPW to consider Ordinance modifications for street 
repair 

COUNCILORS CROSSLEY, LAREDO & LAPPIN  requesting a discussion with the 
Commissioner of Public Works, to review city policy and/or ordinances governing 
repairs to city streets within a period of years after full reclamation and/or milling and 
repaving of said streets,  and to consider strengthening the requirements for repairs 
so as to protect the public investment in said streets.  
 

Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 
#141-15 Discussion on tracking and improving the condition of the gas utility infrastructure 
 ALD. BROUSAL-GLASER, SANGIOLO, HESS-MAHAN, COTE, NORTON AND ALBRIGHT 

requesting a discussion with the Director of Urban Forestry, a representative of the 
Department of Public Works and a representative of the Law Department about 
tracking and improving the condition of the gas utility infrastructure in Newton, new 
state statutes governing infrastructure repairs, coordination of increased repair work 
with city operations, the status of negotiations with National Grid to compensate for 
tree deaths resulting from gas leaks, and the possibility of creating a utilities working 
group to monitor progress on these and related issues.  [05/26/15 @ 2:52 PM] 

Chair’s Note: The intended focus of this discussion is the Department of Public Utilities’ Rulemaking 
comment period. Please review carefully the legislation and Attorney Mandl’s summary memo which 
we’ll use to organize this discussion. 
 
 

Items Not Scheduled for Discussion at this Meeting: 
Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 

#27-16 Updates from the Administration on the renovations at the Aquinas site 
 PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES requesting that the 

School Department and/or Executive Department provide updates on removal of 
asbestos and other toxic materials that were identified at the Aquinas site, the scope 
and timing of window replacement in particular, and renovations that may be 
necessary to facilitate short and long-term plans for uses and operations at the site.  
[01/10/16 @ 1:14 PM] 
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#26-16 Proposed amendments to Sec. 5-54 through 5-58 of the Ordinances 
 COUNCILOR CROSSLEY, ALBRIGHT, HARNEY AND SANGIOLO requesting revisions to 

Sections 5-54 through 5-58 of the City of Newton Ordinances to clarify the City 
Council’s role and decision-making process with respect to design review, funding, and 
budget oversight during the construction process of municipal capital building 
projects; in particular, to better align City Council decisions with typical steps in the 
design development process, and where applicable, with Massachusetts School 
Building Authority (MSBA) and other state requirements.  [01/11/16 @ 4:53 PM] 

 
#12-16  Discussion with the DPW regarding the City’s recycling and solid waste programs 
 COUNCILOR LEARY, NORTON, KALIS, HESS-MAHAN, ALBRIGHT, AND CROSSLEY 

requesting an update from and discussion with the Department of Public Works and 
the Solid Waste Commission on the current status of Newton’s solid waste 
management and recycling program operations and performance objectives, future 
goals and objectives, staffing, program challenges, and survey data due to be 
submitted to the Department of Environmental Protection.  [12/28/15 @ 8:44 AM] 

 
Referred to Programs & Services, Public Facilities, and Finance Committees 

#357-15 Request for CPA funding for the Newton Highlands Playground 
 COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending the appropriation of two 

million five hundred thousand dollars ($2,500,000) from the Community Preservation 
Fund’s open space and general reserves or fund balance to the Parks & Recreation 
Department, for the rehabilitation of the Newton Highlands Playground at Winchester 
and Dedham Streets, as described in the proposal submitted to the Community 
Preservation Committee in November 2015.  [12/15/15 @ 12:32 PM] 

 
#313-15 Request for an update on the Second Water Meter Program 
 ALD. LAPPIN requesting an update from the Department of Public Works on the 

second water meter program including: the progress of the inspection and 
programming of the approximately 900 new outdoor irrigation meters provided by the 
City to property owners that have yet to be inspected and/or programmed by the City; 
the process going forward for the issuance, inspection, programming and tracking of 
second meters; and the notification of residents who already had second meters 
regarding the process for registering their meters.  10/26/15 @ 7:15 PM] 

 
#237-15 Update on mitigation funds from Special Permits in Newton Centre 
 ALD. CROSSLEY, LAREDO, and SCHWARTZ requesting an update on funds accrued from 

voluntary contributions from Special Permits in Newton Centre, which can be made 
available to complete a safe pedestrian crossing at 714-724 Beacon Street via Special 
Permit Board Order #1-15 and conditions noted therein.  09/14/15 @ 10:40 AM] 
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Referred to Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#223-15 Discussion on the process of licensing the use of city buildings 
 ALD. LAREDO requesting a discussion of the process of licensing the current and future 

use of city building, including:  (a) how licensees may request the use of city buildings; 
(b) the process for determining which licensees will get the use of city buildings; (c) 
how the fees for the use of city buildings are set; and (d) how the current process 
compares to the process for permitting the use of school buildings.  [08/13/15 @ 
11:20 AM] 

 

Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 
#201-15 Discussion regarding the condition of the Kennard Estate building 
 ALD. SANGIOLO requesting a discussion with the Commissioner of Public Buildings, the 

Commissioner of Parks and Recreation, and the Executive Department regarding the 
condition of the property located at 246 Dudley Road (Kennard Estate) and how much, 
if any, repairs and upgrades will be needed as the City relocates the Parks and 
Recreation Department to that location.  [09/01/15 @ 4:00 PM]. 

 
#200-15 Update on the strategic plan for street and sidewalk improvements 
 ALD. LAREDO requesting that the Department of Public Works provide an update on 

the creation of a strategic plan for the improvement of streets and sidewalks in the 
City.  [08/13/15 @ 11:20 AM] 

 
#100-15 Discussion on pursuing municipal aggregation of energy purchasing 
 ALD. NORTON, SANGIOLO, LEARY, AND ALBRIGHT requesting that the Administration 

pursue municipal aggregation of energy purchasing with the goals of reducing and/or 
stabilizing electricity costs for resident, businesses and the City; and requiring the 
purchase of Class 1 RECs at some percentage above the level required by the 
Massachusetts Renewable Portfolio Standard.  [04/06/15 @ 9:12 AM] 

 
#83-15 Discussion and update on energy items 
 ALD. CROSSLEY, GENTILE, & ALBRIGHT requesting a discussion and update from the 

Administration on the following energy related items:  status of municipal power 
purchasing contracts for gas and electricity; status of the Power Purchase Agreement 
including solar PV rooftop installations, power offset (cost benefit) to date and review 
of potential future projects; and an update on municipal energy consumption 
including the recent Green Communities report filed with the Department of Energy 
Resources.  [03/26/15 @ 9:19 AM] 

 

Referred to Public Facil, Programs & Serv, and Public Safety & Trans Committees 
#46-15 Discussion of parking options for school and municipal parking lots 
 ALD. JOHNSON & CICCONE, requesting a discussion with the Commissioner of 

Department of Public Works and the School Department to determine and discuss 
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parking options including use of school properties based on the current municipal 
parking lot programs including the issuance of permits.  [02/11/15 @ 1:35 PM] 

 
#328-14 Review of double utility poles 
 ALD. ALBRIGHT, DANBERG, & LAREDO requesting a review of double poles in Newton 

including a random sampling of ten double poles on the north side and ten double 
poles on the south side of Newton to determine which utility is holding up the 
removal of double poles. [08/19/14 @ 9:16 AM] 

 
#189-14  Update on the Zervas School construction project 
 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting periodic updates on the Zervas Elementary 

School Project. [04/17/14 @ 10:48 PM] 
 
#188-14 Update on the Cabot School construction project 
 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting periodic updates on the Cabot Elementary 

School Project. [04/17/14 @ 10:48 PM] 
 

Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 

#119-14  Discussion with ISD on plans to address City non-compliance with ADA standards 
 ALD. ALBRIGHT AND CROSSLEY requesting discussion with the Inspectional Services 

Department to explain the development of short and long term plans to identify and 
correct buildings, sidewalks, playgrounds, etc…that do not conform to American 
Disability Act (ADA) standards. The discussion should include information on how 
improvements will be incorporated into the Capital Improvement Plan or if less than 
$75,000 into a comprehensive budget plan to correct ADA deficiencies. [03/12/14 @ 
4:18 PM] 

 
#131-13 Updates and discussion on the sewer, water and storm water systems 
 ALD. CROSSLEY, FULLER, SALVUCCI, JOHNSON, CICCONE requesting periodic updates 

and discussion, at the discretion of the members of the Public Facilities Committee or 
the Commissioner of Public Works, on the condition functioning, operations and 
management of all elements of the City sewer, water and storm water systems 
including the following: 

 Water meters 

 Implementation of the ten project area strategic plan to remove infiltration in 
the City sewer system 

 Implementation of the long range strategic plan to repair and replace City 
water mains, especially to correct for fire flow 

 Status of the City’s Private Inflow Removal Program to resolve and disconnect 
illegal storm water connections to the City sewer system 

 Current billing practices 
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 Rates analyses needed to facilitate an informed comparison of billing options 
to include the following options either alone or in combination:  seasonal rates, 
second meters, tiered rates, frequency of billing, low income credits.   

 

Referred to Finance and Appropriate Committees 
#257-12 Review of Fees, Civil Fines/Non-criminal Disposition in Chapter 17 of the ordinances 

RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending (1) review of the Fees, Civil Fines/Non-
Criminal Disposition contained in Chapter 17 LICENSING AND PERMITS GENERALLY and 
Chapter 20 CIVIL FINES/NON-CRIMINAL DISPOSITION CIVIL FINES to ensure they are in 
accordance with what is being charged and (2) review of the acceptance of G.L. c. 40 
§22F, accepted on July 9, 2001, which allows certain municipal boards and officers to fix 
reasonable fees for the issuance of certain licenses, permits, or certificates. 
Finance Voted No Action Necessary 7-0 on 12/14/15 

 
Referred To Programs & Services And Public Facilities Committees 

#36-12 Inspection of private sewer lines and storm water drainage connections 
 ALD. CROSSLEY & FULLER requesting Home Rule legislation or an ordinance to require 

inspections of private sewer lines and storm water drainage connections prior to 
settling a change in property ownership, to assure that private sewer lines are 
functioning properly and that there are no illegal storm water connections to the city 
sewer mains. 
A) Sewer lines found to be compromised or of inferior construction would have to be 

repaired or replaced as a condition of sale; 
B) Illegal connections would have to be removed, corrected, and re-inspected in 

accordance with current city ordinances and codes, as a condition of sale.  
[01/24/12 @ 8:07 AM] 

 Programs & Services Voted No Action Necessary 6-0 on 11/17/14 
 

Referred to Public Safety & Transportation And Public Facilities Committees 
#413-11 Updates on the renovations to the City’s fire stations 
 ALD. CICCONE, SALVUCCI, GENTILE & LENNON updating the Public Facilities and Public 

Safety & Transportation Committees on the progress of renovations to the city’s fire 
stations.  [11-17-11 @11:07 AM] 

 
#367-09 Discussion on repair of underground streetlight connections 
 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting discussion with the Law Department on 

how to resolve the dispute with NStar regarding whose responsibility it is to repair the 
streetlight connection between the manhole and the base of the streetlight.  
[10/21/09 @ 9:00 PM] 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deborah J. Crossley, Chair 



City Council 

 

City of Newton 

Massachusetts 
 

Inter-Office Correspondence 

 
 To: Public Facilities Committee Date: June 3, 2016 
 
 From: D. Crossley, Chair of Public Facilities Subject:  Plans 
 

Please review the attached information pertaining to the following docket items scheduled 
for discussion on Wednesday, June 8, 2016: 
 
#161-16 Comcast petition for a Grant of Location for Washington Street 
 COMCAST OF MASS petitioning for a grant of location to install 264’ + of 3’’ pipe 

from Pole #864/2 on Lenglen Road, southeasterly 199’ + across Washington 
Street thence turning easterly 65’ + to 580 Washington St. (Ward 2) [04/21/16 @ 
9:00 AM] 

 
#162-16 Verizon Petition for a Grant of Location for Upland Ave 
 VERIZON NEW ENGLAND, INC. petitioning for a grant of location to install 

approximately 160’+ of 1¼” conduit in Upland Avenue from an existing manhole 
(in front of #123) running 125’ northerly to a new 2’ x 3’ handhole in the grass 
strip in front of #128 Upland Avenue.  (Ward 8) [04/20/16 @ 4:37 PM] 

 
#190-16 National Grid Petition for a Grant of Location in Wendell Road 
  NATIONAL GRID petitioning for a grant of location to install approximately 210’ + 

of 4’’ conduit on Wendell Road from existing 12’’ gas main in Dedham Street 
northerly to house #126 for new gas service. (Ward 8) [04/27/16 @ 1:33 PM] 

 
#124-16 National Grid Grant of Location Petition for Old Farm Road 
 NATIONAL GRID petitioning to install and maintain 200’+ of 4” gas main in Old 

Farm Road from the existing 12” gas main in Brookline Street southerly to 12 Old 
Farm Road for a new gas service. (Ward 8) [03/22/16 @ 3:09 PM] 
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CITY OF NEWTON
MASSACHUSETTS

PETITION for GRANT OF LOCATION

To the Petitioner:

i',:,,:,L'i,~ 0""' ','.'",

City ofNewton Ordinance ~~ction23-52 req~es that each petition for grant ~fl.ocatio~~~~ub~ed~t95 .
Board ofAldennen before It IS sent to the Pubbc WorksDepartment for a prebmmary re.:y'1f?,W. 'I'lm c0lJ.!!l~ts

of the Public Works Commissioner will be part of the record submitted to the Board ofAl$l~e~Upo~,15}ing
with the Board ofAldermen, the petition will be scheduled for a public hearing before tng:~ublic Facili~:ij~2 .
Committee ofthe Board ofAldermen. The petitioner is responsible for insuring that ibe~petitii. is '::} ~~:_;
complete and all required materials are in order for review. Attached please find th~~~C'ity EItglneer's';, .".,'
Standard Requirements for Plans and the Department ofPublic Works Permit Processin~f9~~h~ .,.

Grant of Location Process:
1. Applicant submits completed Petition Porm and required materials to the Board ofAldermen
2. Public Works Department conducts preliminary review and gives written comments to the applicant .
3. Engineering Division files Petition Form with comments with the Clerk oft~e Board ofAldermen
4. Board ofAldermen schedules petition for a public hearing before the Public Facilities Committee of

the Board ofAldermen
5. Public Facilities Committee,recommendations ar~ forwarded to the Board ofAldermen for a final

decision

Questions my be directed to:
Lou Taverna, City Engineer, 617-796-1020
Shawna Sullivan, Clerk of the Board ofAldermen, 6.17-796-1213

Company Name Comcast of Mass

Address 440 Myles Standish Blvd

Taunton, MA 02780

Phone Number 774 644 91 04

Contact Person Manuel Furtado

. 'PaxNumber
-----------~-

Title Project Coordinator

If a telecommunications company, indicate how certified by the Department of Telecommunications and
Energy:
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A. Write here or attach a description of the project including, location, proposed time frame·for completion,
type of materials to be used, benefit provided to the City, project mitigation plan as applicable, street
reconstruction plan including timetable for completion.

Starting @ Pole # NT on Lenglen road, Trench 89' toward Washington St Continue across Washington Street 1.1 O' to Property Une For 580 Washington

St.Place 1 - 3" Pipe In Roadway following town Specification:

B. Include or aftacha sketch to provide a visual description of the project. Ifplans are attached, provide:
Title of Plan 580 Washington Street Date ofplan ...:;;:;J4~12.....0~/........16......· -- __

Date received by Public Works Department --__------------

Check One:
Minor Project D Major Project D Lateral D

(Refer to City Engineer Standard Requirements for Plans for definition ofminor and major project)

Plans Submitted:
Certified Plot Plan D

DATE AND COMMENTS:

Stamped PlansD

RECOMMENDATIONS:

sl()(_}~__
Date f
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Final Label Report #161-16

SBL Owner Number Street Unit
14024 0004A GHADYANI SOROUSH 6-8 LENGLEN RD 2
14024 0004 CUNNINGHAM RITA 6-8 LENGLEN RD 1
14023 0001 ROMAN CATH ARCHD OF BOSTON CORP 561 WASHINGTON ST
14023 0004 ROMAN CATH ARCHD OF BOSTON CORP 573 WASHINGTON ST
14023 0006CA ROMAN CATH ARCHD OF BOSTON 575 WASHINGTON ST
12016 0002 NATL CATHOLIC GROUP PURCHASING ASSO 580 WASHINGTON ST
14023 0006 ROMAN CATH ARCHD OF BOSTON CORP 583 WASHINGTON ST
14024 0003 LAU BERNICE 599-601 WASHINGTON ST
12016 0003 NSTAR ELECTRIC CO 600 WASHINGTON ST
12016 0004 DIFAZIO BRUNO TR 602 WASHINGTON ST
23018 0001 DIFAZIO BRUNO TR 606 WASHINGTON ST
14024 0002A COMPAGNONE NINO TR 607 WASHINGTON ST
14024 0002 COMPAGNONE NINO & ANTONIA TRS 611 WASHINGTON ST
23018 0001A PILTCH RICHARD E TR 612 WASHINGTON ST
14024 0001A KUTAS DAVID H & MARIE 619-621 WASHINGTON ST 621
14024 0001 NILSON MATOS A & ALICIA A 619-621 WASHINGTON ST 619

Tuesday, May 31, 2016 Page 1 of 1

161-16
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C1TY:O:F.NE\\lTON
MASSi\CH"USETTS

~etitionc..:

City; 6fN'~Wtol1 Otdin~tl~e $~tion2j~5~rC~utteS that~acll petition[Of grant of'lO«~ioni~s~1:lmitt~to the
B~ardor.AI?~rlTlenbefQreitissent~oth~Pujjlic\Y'()r}(§D<=partmentf{)r.aprelimillar>,revi~.r:j[he.~m6ijls
ofthe PublicWor~s ct01;tJtnls!ijollerwill bf partofthe record<sitbmitted. to. the aoardofAI#rn.~n. ~n fjlin~
with l~g ~Qard9fA.)?efme?Jhepetition~iII. b,escheduledforapublic h~atingl:>eforethe~b1i9 FaCL~ities,~:;' ~'.-'
COlnmitteeofth~J30ar?ofAld~rJTlell.Thepetifioneris.-esponsible for insuring thattb~Jteti!ion~ ,
c{un<lll~te a..~ ~JI r~q~iretl.~a.terial~a ..~ i~orde~f()rTevie'''' ;.• Attachedpleas~. ftndthtl C~~~~nginccr's
Standard Requirementsfor Plans and the.·Department ofpupIIe Works .PermitProcessin~ br~l~re; ~

r \,,,,Y .r:-

GralltofLu¢atiop>Proces-s: .' . ' . ". . . '.' . . ' '.. . t/'i,!,;"w
I. Applicantsubm,its rompl~.ted ~etiti~n farm anP. t:~qltired materiatstothe Board ~Aldermef1

kPU~ji~ WClfksi:)ePattmehtconducts preliminary ~eviewandgiveswritten comme,nt$to the. appiicant
.3.En~in~~in~ DiyisiootilesPetitionFgfm with (;()rnmentswiththe Clerk ofthe Board ofAldermen
4. Board.ofAldef!11cflscijedl,Jles petition for a public hearing before the PublieFacilities Committee of

the Bq(ird·9fAldertnen·
..5. Pub) iC'f'aci tities.Cbm.mitte~reC0J111n'en:diat:i()ns, ~re.. for\\1.:ard.ed··to.the B;oardofAtd~ffile.n.' -rora final

decision

Quesflons nlyb~dire~t~l1to:

Lou....Tave:rn~. ·~ity· ..En·g.ineer~: ...~.17~796-:J02:0
Sha\vnaSulliyan,Cl~rkof-the·aoa:rd o'f'Aldemlen; 617-796-1.213

1.·····.;rDEN'TIF.ICA~I()N··.·, •.·.•••(fl~ase.·.tylle .•···()J:"··.f·,ti..l.tt•••...·(ZI.~~·rly)·· '.:

77 f-' ~1'7"' ~ d-~7. ~xNumber;?7((R/P3 9¥/1
E;1.. 2 AhMt -11- t.. .'fjUe~ ~{~,1.srp(,J t1-· .
'~q. I .. Date~d-Ol:LO{'S<i~:l1ature

Contact fersoM'
\

~ . ".

'1 f¢i .·telecotn111u:nic~tionscotn.JJlllri)t,.irif.l'i c.a:teh()\\r:9~r~i:tl;~d b:Ytb.~ I).epa:rtmentof~relecdltfr~lu~Jc.~tions a'nd
En1~rgy:
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they ate identified.
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II~· •.D.ESGRIPTl()lN:····OF·PRo~rECrr:.·to·.be~conlpletedby··. 'petition'er I
A. Writei1ereor attach a deseriptiono~the pr(jj~tincludil1g~location. proposed timeftame for completi()n,

type ofmaterials to beused,b~nefitRroyiqedto tll~City. pr9ject mitigatipnp'lan a$ applicable, street
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.Cl1eckOne':
MinorPrbject Major'PtoJer;t 0 L~teral 0

(Re:fer:taC·.it)"Engineer Standard Req:ulr.etn¢~rtts forPl~It~·f().~· 4efiriitiQn 0fl11iJtaf aq.d major project)

Plans,·.Su'bmitted:
. Certified Plot'Pla'n 0

D.l\TE ~I\ND COM.I\1ENTS:· RECOMIVt:ENDATION·Sf
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Apri120,2016

City of Newton:

Soa-rd ofA1dermen

1-000Com;m0I1:waalth A\fenue

Newton,MA,·02459

~~2·7~-
I .:b-.

;:~:t· -0.
,'::,.:1 .::0

Enclosed.pJ~find Petitklf1 No. 4-2flO14 to.in$Ui~pp~rn.l., i60~ at l~f%fI'(:on~i~~~ro~
extsting.vefllonmanholeOh~Vl~erlY~eiQf.uplancf~v~nue,lflfrol1tofjti3e~n~~~a$t~
thence sou~rlY to #128 for approXimately .1.2S +1-'- and installing new one hand hole in.~s st(~nd

, .. '. •... ..•. ...•. ......., ..', ..•.. .. , " " , ,. • •. .. ,.",,$~:.}.. C') ,.r::-. "
extending Conduit again southerlY thenceeast~rly aPPfoxiroately3S' +1" unde",side~al~~~~epr~erty
Uneof,#1:28. Upla:ndAvenueto..provideneWSEu1.dce 'tothat..prope:rty~ (See·~nclosf!:d,pla·rir (, ~;" .--.....: '

PrE!cisio'n VaUe:,yCQrnrnunicati90s ·llCof 'Vermont

1:44A Rangeway' Road

No. Billerlca,M:A01862

918-691...t!/l21
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. I

Petition .• P'ICl.o:

Ve-rizonNevi'E:ngland Ind.
N·ewton

~1unicipaUty;__~ .-,

Electric..! :PowerC:v.o ·_N_S_TA_.•. _R.....,... .....----

·428014
No. ----_.....,..."".__---i

oat.eQ. 3~}.......;;,3--0J......2-0-16-:.__

Preparedhy.

·'Ve.rizon:.P·q:t·e LQcationto"bElp\bF'odpn'$d

V.erl~onCo.Pole LOb$ti"ortto' rem~'in

·e, P~ropo$~'4oint'P9i'e' tooatlQ·rt

·Exlstiri~J'oint. PoletQRern~in·
Po~erCo~ Po)e.Lo~tion.tob~

.Abandon-ed
.':~EPr~sent .Joint··.Pole.. ~Qca.tiOf"lto~ be",Abandpned

Power Co. Pole.l~ij:on.t.o~e,.l1eld
JOintly

V~dzon L~aUon io be ·H·e~d J·olntly

EXlsting\lerizon. Manhole,Locafk~nProprised \/edzdn C<:Jnduit LocationL.. .~.~_".J .
I P~QPosed.VerlzonMClnhol~ Location

EXist'irtgV'etizOn Co.nduit location

e'Xisfing<Verizon Gond:qit :Location

......_~ .... n .. ~~.·. ·Proposed Verizo:n SurledCab~e· Location
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PETITIO'N FOR CONDUIT LOCATION-CITIES AND TOWNS

City· ofN·e~1on,.Massachusetts'

VERIZ'ONNE\\t' ENGLAND"INC-requestspermission to la}tand"maintain;.
underground.co:nd·uits:, manlloIe:sandhand"holes \\;.th.the\,viresan·d cables. to be plac.ed
therein, under the surface•ofth:e· follo,"ving. public ~ia}l"or ways:

Upland Aven~ue:

1'0 iri~taILapproxilJl~tely If)(l-f-I,.te~t of1~l. ~!'C(}ll(tuilon UplandAvenile
fr?m existingmanb()le on1b:¢]~~~terlysid~9f~plaJld,AyeJlllc. iu. frontof#12:l
~st~l"ly thence stJ,utherlyto #128forapproximatel)' 125'+1- .and iIlstalling.one
new 2'x3'handbole in grass strip and extending condni1 ag.ainsolltherly
tbencecasterly appro:dmJitely35' un.d~si<Jewa1l(to the p..?per~ ii~of
#128 'UplandA,renu~toproJ1idenev,t servIce to thatp'roperf)\ (Se~'~tt~ched
plan..)

.Also,for perml.ssion to lay and tnaintai.nundergro:U11~c·gnd.uit$,:m.anholcs,.cable·$

at.ld.wires in the above Of ~.ntersecting'p:ub1.ic wa~f$for the purpose of l1)~in,gconnections
'\lith'. such }?oles andb:uilding's as it mayd~$ire for'di$tlibuti~:gpurptlSes.

Plan marked -Vz·. NO~ '42·8:·014 ·dated, 3/3d/2016'sho\ving:loc:ation ofc()nd~it~nd

ne,vi hand hole to be constructed is file~he~~with~
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ORDER F'OR COND'UIT LOCATION

By the Select Board
Of the'CityofNc,vton,'Massa~husetts
ORDERED:

Tbat'perm'issihn b¢,~dhereby i~ .granted If) V:E·RJZO~NEWENGLANDn~ic. to lay' and
rna-inta.in u.~qerground conduitst\viththe\\Tir~sandc~bJe:sto be placed tner¢lo, 'under the' surfaccoftbe
fotJo\ving pUbli.c .. \vay·or \vays.asrequestedin petition..·.ofs~Id.. G9mpany·datcd. th.e30th day of MARCl~I,

2016~

.(JplandJ.~vcnuc:

Toinstallapproxirtutfely160+lwfeef ofl-11l4# PVCeonduitonUplandAvenuefrom
cXisting.m~n~o[e.·OJ1.the\\'cst.crly.si~.eorllpland.··.A\'enuein.front.of#123east~rl}rlhe~cc

:.!?outh~rIy .tQ#l28 forapprf?xirnatcly .125J +I-.:8:ndinstaUing.~Qt:new·.2'. x3'h~n.d."ole in grass
strip·.and: extendingconduita~ain '. southerly. thence easterly ·.under·side,\IUI'k··to thepropcrty
line of#i 28Up1a.nd Avenue to proyide se-rvice to that property. (See attached p·lan..)

..Sub:st#~tlatlyas. s·ho\vn onp..lan. marked.VZ.N·o:!...·428014date'O·.3/30-1'20"1:6 .fi:led\¥i~h said
petition~ .Als~·lhat p·ermission be and hereby·.i~.. granted ~osaid·VER~ZQN.NEWENGLANDINC·,· to lay
and..111ainta·in.undergroundc()ncluits, ..·lnanh()les,·.hand·.holes~. ~ables.a-qd.\'Ilir~. in·the·.aQovc:.or···intersecting
pubHcvtays forthe purpose ofmaking connections with suchpolesaIld buU~ings'·as itnlay desire for
distributing purposes.

t ·l11e.col1d.uits~ ·mi-u'lholes·andhalld beile sball be·..ofstlch '01ateriiilarid constructioriarid.aU\\~ork done"in
.SUChma.n·n¢r·as.lobe·.satis-ractoryt~· t~e:Boar~.of}\ldertne.n()r· ·t\1·s~cb ·()ill¢ers·asjtm~y·ap,otnt,totb~ .. '
s.Uper\Jisionofthcwor~and.aplanshQ\,·ingthe location.ofconduiisconsttu~edshtdrb~·flled,,·itbtheCi:t~r

:"ibenthc \vork is complctc.d~ .
"'2. ·In·every,: undergroul1d.main linecon.d1x.it·eonstru~ed by said C'ompany hereunder. O.1~e du~tnht'lesg:tftal1.
tnree' inches in.di.anlclcrshalJ b~:. resefve~ .• andma·in.t.ain~dJreeofchargcf9r the use ofthe fire and •.. poliee
tclcphl)ueand tcicgraphsignal.\~'lresbclonging.tolhe·Cily.and.u$ed.. by itexclu~i~'clyfornlunicipatpurposcs.
::tSaid ConlpanY$haH indetnnity· and save the City harmlessagainstaHdamages.costsandexpcnsc
\Vnatsocvcrto: \vhich the City f;na~··bc sllbjccted.in cOllscqucnccof the. acts ocncglecl ~fsaidComp,uny.lts
ag~nts.orserv~ts~ or. in a.nYJnann~r.arisin~ from.the. tights. and privileges granted' it by the.,Cit)'"
·4~ ..·Inaddition,saidC:ompanyshan~b~foreapublic\\ia)~is.dislurbedforthclaYingofit~\virc·orconduits .
.cxccptcits .bQndina,pcnal•..suI1l'ofFive]J10U$and.. DQllarS($5~OOO}.(.rcfcrenceheing.hadto ... tnc bon~"already

'on .file·. \\pith.saidCity}cQn~iti?ncd,1brthe taithful:pcrfonnance:ofitdlltics. undcrthispermit.
S., ..... Said. eO'nlpanysh~ll. (:o111plywith thc··rcquirenlents.ofex.istingby-Ia\vs·.andsuch.as·nlay here.aitter b¢
a,d()pledgo'Verning.t11~.e~nsttuctionand n\aintcn.ancc t)fcop:d\lit~and \\.·ireS~;S'O far as the sam'c<~re tlel
inc()nSlstent .. \vith.thclawsQfthe CtlllUnOll\vcaltn.

I h~rebtd~rtiiYtl1atth~fotegoirigorcier'was adopted at ~ tn~Ungof~BoardQf
A)'dennen ,ol-r tIle Cit)rof'Ne\vton,M:a.ss~c:husetts~held:on:the .. day' of

2016~ ..

Title
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We h.ereby ce.rtify.thaton :2016, at . o'clock M.at
. .<. .>' " ..... .•.. • . ... a'pu,blic b.earin.gw~s~eld ontn·e'pet.ition

ofthe·VERJZQNNEWENGLANll INC. for pennissiQn to lay an~ .maintainuudwWOtJttd
cond~its~ mallhol~s~ttandhol~~ndC9nnecti~~wjtb thewites·and cables to be placed tberein,

.desoriAAdil1 the order,b~~l;lWitl1Fecor~d~and thatwe mail at lC3$lseven days befon~ said.hearing
awri~nnpticeof the time and place ofsaid h~jngto~Itoftl\eowners of r¢~le$tate(as
determined bY the la~tptt}Cedingas~lllentfortaxation)along theways or parts 9fway~upon
whichthe Cornpa~y is permitted to 'cQ:rlstruct the Une:s ofsaid Cqmpany und'~r =said order. And
that thereupon saidordcf\\fas.aul)( adopte;d.~ .

CITY OF N:BWTON
BOARD Op·A.LDE.RNtEN

I hereby.o.ertify .that· the .fo~egoi:ng .·is·.l true· CQP}'·.:<l:f locatlont)rd.er.and.ce~:ifi:cateofhearing. \vith.,
notice ·adop.tedby:the B-oard 'of Alderrnenofthe:City :QfNewtQ~~ Ivl,assacbusetts, on·. the __'. _--:_._.._ day of
~ 20l6,.and "tec()~ed\\;tbtherecQ:rqsofiqc,atjQll orders·of$aid C·ity~ B:'oo1<'
.. . '. . Page . '. '. . ~. T~is·l;e.rtifie<i· copy· is' made under the prqyisi'Qits ofChapter 1.66 General' La\VS
and any.additio1l.s. tbc:reto,'or.amend'ments thereof.

,A,ttesi:

Tit.le

Attest:
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---.~
__. i _G .... __ ----

PRESIDENT
Virginia Robinson

TREASURER
Leslie A. .Qolembeski

sr;CRETARl
Cynthia B. Victor

CLl8K
David C. Norton

COPlPllnEl PlEPlBERS

PLACE David C. Norton

Edward S. Berestka
Alice Kreider
Ruth Lucas
Anna W. Smith
Jasper K. Smith

PEOPLE Maeve Ward

Robin Qray
Eve M. Rooke
Beverly Smith-
Marianne Talis
Cynthia B. -Victor

MONlY Virginia Robinson

Leslie A. Qolembeski

fRIENDS Of TUE CORPORATION
Jane Day
Ruth Hardy
Elizabeth Harlow

ADVISORY BOARD

Rev. David Allen
father Qerard Barry
Briggs Buchanan
Rep. David Cohen
Rev. fferb -Davis
David W. Jackson
Rev. Evan Johnson
Mayor Theodore Mann
Maruera Murphy
Rev. Ned Martin
Rabbi Murray J. Rothman
Rev. Nancy Rockwell
Ethel Sheehan, Alderman
Rev. William Tolley

~.·2~ at~, 111e_
390 Newtonville -Avet

Newtonville, MA02160

September 29, 1982

Dan diFalma
Newton Building Department
City Hall
Newton' Centre, MA 02159

Dear Mr. di Palma,

The property at 390 Nevltonville Avenue owned by
Cooperative Living of Newton will be used as a
residence for 10-12 adults, primarily over age
55. These will not be people. in need of nursing
care-, but'will be individuals who can underta" ke
all" "acitvities of d,silyliving U independeritl~y.

.A congregate home, the residence will be for
people 't}lho no longer can or want to livealane
for reasons of lack of finances, health needs or
desire f.orcompsnionship. There is in 1Vlassac'hu
setts no lioensurefor a congregate facility.
Residents willbeindep€Qdent adultsli·vingin
a Ufamily of choice".

Sinoerely,

cJ~~Q~~
Virginia Robinson,
President
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~..:

IMPORTANT - Applicgnt to complete gil items in sedio~s: ,,Iii. 11l,1V,~nJ IX. ~

CATION
AT (LOCATION) 390-392 Newtonville Avenue 5~:~~~c,\:\\t·\

--~(N-O-.:-)-----------:-(S-T-R-E-ET"""":)~----------------------- (

ILDING
BETWEEN __W_a_l_n_u_t__S_t_r_e_e t-:-- --,..._..:....- AND __H_a_r_v_a_r_d_S_t~r-e-e-t_-~--------_-

SUBD IV IS ION 00_·..._.~_-I_.":"""'••_._5_(;-_R_~_SS_·_i_T_R2._E_T_)_-_, __------ LOT BLOCK (_CR;;;ES_T_R-E_.E_T_) _

Nonresidential

18 0 Amusement, recreational

19 D Church, other religious

200 Industrial

21 0 Parking garage

22 0 Service station, repair garage

23 0 Hospital, inst;tutio~ol

240 Office, bank, professional

250 Public utility

26 D School, library, other educational

27 0 Stores, mercantile

28 0 Tanks, towers
290 Other ·-·Speci/y _FUll

Residential

120 One family

13 ~Twoormore family -Ente7'
number o/units"':' - - - .... -

14 0 Transien'f hotel,motel,
or dormitory - Enter number
0/ units -~----- --+-- _

15 0 Garage

16 0 Carport
17 0 Other - Specijy _

CIt

TYPE AND COST OF BUILDING AI/applicants complete Pqrts A -. D -t
---------~-----------------------------..;.-.--------.......-------Ij!U
TYPE OF IMPROVEMENT D. PROPOSED USE - For "Wrecking" most recent use :

-t
1 eo New bui Iding

20 Addition (1/ residential, enter number
0/ new housing units added, i/ any,
in Pa7't D, 13)

3 0 Alterati on (See 2 above)

4 0 Repair,' replacement

5 0 Wrecki~g (1/ multifamily residential,
enter number of ,units in building in
Part D, 13)

6 EJ. ..Moving~cation) V()\ 0
~IY?::> t;SV(.''t 11/11,(('7
• OWNERSHIP

8 0 Private (individual, corporation,
nonprofit institution, etc.)

9 0 Public (Federal, State" or
local government)

II. SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS Ofi/SUIU)ING - For new buildings and additions, complete Parts E - L;
~ r:;~c:JI"fJ lJ for wrecking, complete only Part J, for all others skip to IV.

13,600

{

Full ••••••••••

Partial. . _•••..

54. Number. of
bathroo~s

52. O"'tdoors •••••• ~ •••••••••••••••••

50. Total land area, sq. ft.· .••..••••••

L. RE,SIDENTIAL BUILDINGS ONLY

53. Number of bedrooms •••••••••••••• 1-----------111

, K. NUMBER OF OFF-STREET
PARKING SPACES
51. En~losed •••.•••••••••••••••••••• .....- .....

470 No

450·No

CopperativeLiving Newton-

Nonresidential- Describe in detail proposed use of bui'ldings,e. g.1. food
processing plant, machine shop,laundry.building at hospital, elementary
scbool, secondary school, college, parochial school, parking garage for,
department store, r,entaloffice bui Iding, offiee bu·; Iding at industrial plant.
If use of exisHng buil'ding is being changed, enter proposed use.

Will there be central air
conditioning?

46~·Yes

44 §Ves

,Wi II, there be an elevator?

(Omit cent s)

I. TYPE OF MECHANICAL

H., TYPE OF WATER SUPPLY

42~ Public or private company

43 0 Private (well, cistern)

C'. Heating, air conditioning•••••••••

10. Cost of improvement •••••••••••••••• $ 264,000 f
To be installed but not included 101
in the above cost 27 , 0
<:I. Electric~l ••••••••••••••••• It···· .1--------1-----1

29, -tob. PI umbi ng ...- -I--C/U__--t

20/000 .single. Room. Elderly Housing

~L,OOO' 11.fCON.~~lol--\- tnF b6..ST(l.0'l£() C~C;U(~~[("t-~.
d. Other (eleva!or, ete.);....... ••• •• . Lf-J . I \. .. .:£t:-

11. TOTAL COST OF IMPROVEMENT $ :ttO;OOO (.f~u...). ~: 'EoA--S1e>-Bt.

:. COST

tPRINCIPAL TYPE OF FRAME (;.TYPE OF SEWAGE DISPOSAL J. DIMENSIONS 2
30 D Masonry (wall bearing) 40~ Public or private com{pany 48. Number of stories •••••••••••• ~ ••• 1--------1
31~ Wood frame" 41 0 Private (septic tank, etc.) 49. Total square feet of floor area,

ap floo.rs, based on exterior 6,400
32 0 Structural steel dimenSions •••••••••••••••••.•••

t--------I

33 0 Reinforced concrete

34 0 Other - Sp.ecify -------

F. PRINCIPAL TYPE OF HEATING FUEL

35 kil Gas

360 Oil

37 Ed Electricity

38 O·Coal
39 0 Other - Specify _



Final Label Report #162-16

SBL Owner Number Street Unit
83010 0018 WRIGHT ADAM T & AILEEN P 11 DEDHAM ST
83009 0014 WANG DLANYUAN 25 DEDHAM ST
83009 0002 STANHOPE NANCY L 57 HEATHERLAND RD
83010 0031 ROBBINS LYNNE WHITE 71 HEATHERLAND RD
83010 0019 STRAUSS SUSAN 89 UPLAND AVE
83009 0013 CHARNESS YETTA TR 92 UPLAND AVE
83010 0020 CHEN YANNI TR 95 UPLAND AVE
83009 0012 BRODNEY MICHAEL A & MARIAN D 100 UPLAND AVE
83010 0021 LEWIS CHARLES H JR TR 101 UPLAND AVE
83009 0011 SCUDDER WILLIAM S 106 UPLAND AVE
83010 0022 BUCCI MICHAEL E 107 UPLAND AVE
83009 0010 TELIO STEVEN H 110 UPLAND AVE
83010 0023 RICHARDS DANIEL A 111 UPLAND AVE
83010 0024 MEDOFF BRUCE & JOANNE 115 UPLAND AVE
83009 0009 KLEIN LINDA S 116 UPLAND AVE
83009 0008 KRIENSKY PETER & DANA 122 UPLAND AVE
83010 0025 ROBINSON THOMAS J 123 UPLAND AVE
83009 0007 KHOZOZIAN JOHN 128 UPLAND AVE
83010 0026 FINNERTY MAUREEN 129 UPLAND AVE
83009 0006 WONG WILLIAM S & ANDREA LAM 134 UPLAND AVE
83010 0027 ROY NILAY & ROOPALI 135 UPLAND AVE
83009 0005 BURTON STEPHEN J 138 UPLAND AVE
83010 0028 HUSAIN S SHAUKAT & FARHAT 139 UPLAND AVE
83010 0029 NAGDA VASANT M 143 UPLAND AVE
83009 0004 ABEND TOBY & SUSAN 144 UPLAND AVE
83010 0030 ZHANG SEAN X 149 UPLAND AVE
83009 0003 WARR CAROLYN B 150 UPLAND AVE

Tuesday, May 31, 2016 Page 1 of 1

162-16









Final Label Report #190-16

SBL Owner Number Street Unit
81019 0014 KILGALLEN LAWRENCE J 300 DEDHAM ST
83026 0021 TSAY FRANK & RITA HSIUNG 303 DEDHAM ST
83026 0020 PERRIN SANDRA J 315 DEDHAM ST
83026 0019 LI YUYU 327 DEDHAM ST
81018 0003 DAGATA ERIKA M 118 WENDELL RD
81019 0011 GRODBERG MARSHALL B & SONYA R 119 WENDELL RD
81019 0012 FISHMAN ALIO M & MARILENA TRS 125 WENDELL RD
81018 0002 J DERENZO & ASSOCIATES LLC 126 WENDELL RD
81019 0013 HAZRA SHARMILA & SANJOY K TRS 133 WENDELL RD
81018 0001 FRIEDLAND BERNARD & DEBRA G 134 WENDELL RD

Tuesday, May 31, 2016 Page 1 of 1



124-16CITY OF NEWTON
MASSACHUSETTS

PETITION for GRANT OF LOCATION·

To the Petitioner:

City'ofNewtonOrdinapce Section 23-52 requi.res that each petition for grant of location be submitted to the
Public Works Department; for a preliminary review before the applicant files the petition with the Board of
Aldermen. The comments of the Public Works Commissioner will be part of the record .s¥b"mi~ to th~' Board
of Aldermen. Upon filing with the Board-of Aldermen, the petition will be scheduled fc\t-a~ubl~ear.,<.~ before
the Public Fabilities·Committee of the Board of Aldermen; .The petitioner is responsibJt:i.... in ring::J:'m!t the
petition -iscompleteandatl~e.quiredmaterialsarein·order for review. Attached pl§.$;fin~ectiy~
Engineer's Standard Requirements for Plans and the Department of Public Works Permi~t()cesmgb. '''11 reo

. . ..•~~ ~ ~

Grant of Location Process: . . _ 'r;~ ;;:",' th ::::,;'

1. Applicant submits completed Petition Form and required materials to Public ~dl~s L)iJartnjent
,_ 2. .PubJiC.WorksDepartmentconducts.pIeliminaryr.eview.and..giveswritten c0J.li4n.~iits-t~e -applicant
3. Petitioner files Petition Form with Clerk of the Board of Aldermen
4. Board of Aldermen schedules petition for a public hearing befor~ the Public Facilities Committee of

the Board of Aldermen ~

5. Public Facilities Committee recommendations are forwarded to the Board of Aldermen for a final
decision

.-Questions ...my·-be-diJ;ecte-d·to~·-,·_-_·· __·--_·--·- _.'- ..~._.__.----" .._....
Lou Taverna, City Engineer, 617-796-1020
Shawna Sullivan, Clerk of the Board of Aldermen, 617-796-1213

Title £{t}J?3 terNlittqJcesedJlvt(~3')
Date ,,-;[.2,. /&

5/

+£"1lI,~_r~'Yt""\""V\11"Y\lro'a'tljr\nC!company, indicate how certified byth,e Department of Telecommunications and

PhorieNumber lY /1 - lq3 - 04<:(,:0

Contact Person ~ttrba.r-a..-h/lehif
~~.~

Company Name------=M~dJ:......l-/~O.L.Ln.::....::...;tJ:--l--J.G..L-rl.-:-t'd..~.< ------.;, ----:-~ _

Address__~O~-=J':-::..J!-~~~~~-=:"'-"';"__~ _

tuf1/ . OJ-
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A. Write here ar attach a description ofthepraject including, location, proposed time frame for completion,

type of materials to be used, benefitprovided to the City, project miti'gation plan as applicable, street
reconstruction plan including timetable for completion.

B. Include O.f attach a sketch t.~videa viSu.al description ofthe proJ.· ect. If. plans are attached, provide:
Title of Plan' 1.1- Old. tll£-,rJ M _. New+on Date of plan -!J - 2..2 - )..0 tv

}

··Bate"Te·ceived"·by"Publie··WOl~ks·Department····_···- ;....,-..-. ~ -'-- __

RECOMMENDATIONS:

Stamped Plans 0

Major Project 0o

DATE AND COMMENTS:

(Refer to City Engineer Standard Requirements for Plans f~r.definitionof mino

Check One:
Minor Project

...-···-PTans"-S'uomltted:--········
C.eitified PlotPlan 0

Commissioner~ Public Works Date
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PETITION OF NATIONAL GRID FOR GAS MAIN LOCATIONS

City ofNewton I Board of Aldermen.:

The Nationalgrid. hereby respectfully requests·. your consent to the locations ofmains as
hereinafter described for the transmission and distribution of gas in and under the following public
streets, lanes, highways. and places of the City of Newton and of the pipes, valves, governors, manholes
and other structures, fixtures and appurtenances designed or intended to protect or operate said mains
and accomplish the objects of said Company; and the digging up and opening the ground to lay or place
same:

To install and maintain approximately 200 feet more of less of 4 inch gas main in Old Farm Rd.,
Newton. From the existing 12 inch gas main. in Brookline St., southerly, to house #·12 for a new
gas service.

Date: March 22, 2016

Dennis K Regan
Permit Representati

City of Newton I Board of Aldermen: ff·~~ ~ :',,':;
~~~.2:.::c (~';ll

ITIS HEREBY ORDERED that the locations of the mains of the Nationalgrid for tIi~snl;;ion~
distribution ofgas in and under the public streets, lanes, highways andplaces of the .•.~of.wt~~
substantially as described in the petition date March. 22, 2016 attached hereto andh~maBe a p~¥
hereof, and of the pipes, valves, governors, manholes and other structures, fixtures ~ppuff(:nan~~
designed or intended to protect or operate said mains and/or accomplish the objects~tud~p~,..)
and the digging up and opening the ground to lay or place same, are hereby consentetl~,a.pproved_

The said Nationalgrid shall comply with all applicable provisions of law and ordinances of the
City of Newton applicable to the enjoyment ofsaid locations and rights_

Date this day of -----, 20 _

I hereby certify that the foregoing order was duly adopted by the of
the City of , MA on the day of , 20 _

By: ------

Title

MN # 144-1062882

RETURN ORIGINAL TO THE PERMIT SECTION
NATIONAL GRID

40 SYLVAN RD, WALTHAM, MA 02451
RETAIN DUPLICATE FOR YOUR RECORDS

FORM·# 1444, Rev. 90
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PETITION OF NATIONAL GRID FOR GAS MAIN LOCATIONS

City of Newton / B.oard of Aldermen:

The Nationalgrid hereby respectfully requests your consent to thelocations ofmains as
hereinafter described for the transmission. and distribution of gas in and under the following public
streets, lanes, highways and places of the City of Newton and of the pipes, valves, governors, manholes
and other structures, fixtures and appurtenances designed or intended to protect or operate said mains
and accomplish the objects of said Company; and the digging up and opening the ground to lay or place
same:

To install and maintain approximately 200 feet more ofless of 4 inch gas main in Old Farm Rd.,
Newton. From the existing 12 inch gas main in Brookline St., southerly, to house # 12 for a new
gas service.

Date: March 22,2016

City of Newton /Board of Aldermen:

By: ~~~ k-glk~ (&.H.k)
Permit Representative

tfo""""<#i'~ ~

;r;~ rZ:;~ .~ r",,:pW~

IT IS HEREBY ORDEREDthat the locations ofthe mains oftheNationalgrid forthe ~tlmis!i@n~
distribution ofgas in and under the public streets, lanes,. highways and places of the~~fNitto~~~

substantially as described in the petition date March 22, 2016 attached hereto and her~<~:J1la~pailf<~
hereof,and ofthe pipes, valves, governors, manholes andother structures, fixtures atl,~urtenanc~?~~i!

designed orintended to protect or operate said mainsandior accomplish the objectso~~CQjpan~}~
and the digging up and opening the ground to .lay or place same, are hereby consente~!*~E:and'!Pproy:~tl~:::;i

;1~~.~!t; .....<;> ,
The said Nationalgrid shall comply with all applicable provisions of law and~;di~ari~ofthe

City of Newton applicable to the enjoyment of said locations and rights_

Date this day of ~ , 20 _

I hereby certify that the foregoing order was duly adopted by the of
the City of , MA on the day of , 20__-

By: --

Title

MN # 144-1062882

RETURN ORIGINAL TO THE PERMIT SECTION
NATIONAL GRID

40 SYLVAN RD, WALT.HAM, MA 02451
RETAIN DUPLICATE FOR YOUR RECORDS

FORM # 1444, Rev. 90



Telephone: 617-796-1623    •    Fax: 617-796-1050    •    Jmcgonagle@newtonma.gov 

City of Newton 

 

Setti D. Warren 
    Mayor 

 

 

To: Public Facilities Committee 

 

From: James McGonagle, Commissioner of Public Works 

 

Subject: # 12 Old Farm Road, Petition for Grant of Location, National Grid Gas Main 

 

Discussion: 

 

National Grid submitted a petition for installation of a new gas main in Old Farm Road, for gas 

service to #12 Old Farm Road, in the fall of 2015.  Old Farm Road currently has no gas main or 

gas service.  Old Farm Road had undergone major construction in the 2011-2012 construction 

seasons, with installation of a new water main, major sewer and drain repairs, and full depth 

reconstruction and paving of the roadway surface.   

 

Public Works had recommended denial of the petition at that time, due to three major issues: 

 

1) The 5 year roadway moratorium was still in effect.  This proposed gas main installation is not 

a small trench perpendicular to the roadway, but a 200 linear foot trench within the roadway.  

Cutting into a roadway paved less than 5 years ago by a contractor hired by National Grid is not 

permitted on a newly paved roadway. 

 

2) The compaction techniques of National Grid and their contractors may or may not meet the 

construction standards of the city, and Engineering Division had no in-house means to measure 

compaction density.  

 

3) Engineering Division did not have a full time construction inspector assigned to monitor the 

backfill and compaction efforts of National Grid or the other utility companies or their 

contractors. 

 

Public Facilities Committee denied the petition. 

 

Since that time, Public Works and Engineering Division have been in discussions with the 

developer of #12 Old Farm Road, to see if an engineering compromise could be reached.  The 

above concerns are addressed as follows: 

 

1) Although the five year moratorium is in effect through the spring of 2017, if the work can be 

performed soon the developer has agreed to additional conditions. The developer at #12 Old 

Farm Road has agreed to cold-plane (mill) and overlay (with asphalt) the entire roadway surface 

for the length of the new gas trench, from the connection in Brookline Street to #12 Old Farm 

Road, plus 25 feet beyond the trench in Brookline Street and 25 feet beyond the trench in Old 

Farm Road.  See sketch attached. It is in the developer’s interest for National Grid to properly 

 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER  

1000 Commonwealth Avenue 

Newton Centre, MA 02459-1449 

April 25, 2016 
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compact the trench.  This gives the city essentially a new roadway in this area of work.  Should 

the trench in the new roadway settle (and it should not if properly compacted), the developer 

would be required to return and repair the roadway within one year of paving. 

 

The advantage of this condition is that the entire roadway surface gets new pavement, where as if 

the developer returned in 2017, with the moratorium over, only the gas trench area (say 3 feet 

wide) would be required under our current policy to receive a permanent patch of bituminous 

concrete. 

 

2) A soil densitometer has been purchased by engineering division, and has been delivered. The 

soil densitometer allows the city construction inspector to test and verify the soil density of the 

trench, so there can be no question as to the proper soil compaction of the backfill material.  

Engineering division is currently using the soil densitometer in the field.  It would be used to 

check the compaction density in Old Farm Rd. 

 

3) A new construction inspector position has been added to the engineering division staff (filling 

a vacant position in Highway Division). The inspector was hired in February 2016.  The 

inspector’s duties, among many, include inspection of National Grid’s (and all other utilities) 

trench backfill operations throughout the city, and ensuring that the trenches are backfilled and 

compacted to city specifications.   

 

After much discussion, we feel that both the extent of repaving as well as the departments ability 

to properly inspect the work and ensure quality control provides a reasonable engineering 

compromise to the petitioner’s request. 

 

Alternatively, if the petition is again denied, the 5 year moratorium expires in the spring of 2017.  

At that time, National Grid may again petition for a grant of location for the new gas main, and 

we would recommend that the petition be granted, and only the area of the trench would be 

required to be repaired and paved, not the entire roadway surface. 

 

This is a change to the policy in year 5 of the moratorium, with conditions attached to improve 

our city streets.  We have no intention of revising the policy, and we do adhere to the policy on a 

regular basis.   

 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

James McGonagle 

Commissioner Public Works 
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Final Label Report #124-16

SBL Owner Number Street Unit
82020 0013 OBRIEN TIMOTHY R 411 BROOKLINE ST
82015A0002 EHSASSI PIROOZ & ROSEMARY 414 BROOKLINE ST
82015A0003 HILL BARNEY & ROSALYN R L/E 422 BROOKLINE ST
82016 0015 KORNFELD MONIQUE H TR 429 BROOKLINE ST
82020 0010 LEUCHTENBERGER MARK OLD FARM RD
82020 0012 12 OLD FARM ROAD DEV LLC 12 OLD FARM RD
82020 0011 LEUCHTENBERGER MARK 20 OLD FARM RD
82016 0016 BAVLY ERIC M & MIRIAM E 25 OLD FARM RD
82016 0017 GUPTA AVNEESH 33 OLD FARM RD
82016 0018 KARPOVSKY ALEKSANDR 41 OLD FARM RD
82016 0019 FINS MARK L TR 47 OLD FARM RD
82016 0020 WEBBER ANTHONY & NANCY FOX 55 OLD FARM RD
82016 0021 STEIN MARK A & DONNA I TRS 65 OLD FARM RD
82020 0009 DORNE ROBERT A & KERRIN ROGERS 68 OLD FARM RD

Tuesday, May 31, 2016 Page 1 of 1
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

 —— 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 

 
 

 

D.P.U. 16-31        May 18, 2016 

Investigation of the Department of Public Utilities, on its own motion, instituting a rulemaking 

pursuant to the G.L. c. 164, § 144, G.L. c. 30A, § 2; and 220 C.M.R. § 2.00 et seq., 

establishing requirements for Uniform Natural Gas Leaks Classification. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

ORDER INSTITUTING RULEMAKING 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

On June 26, 2014, Governor Patrick signed Chapter 149 of the Acts of 2014, An Act 

Relative to Natural Gas Leaks (“Act”).  Section 2 of the Act amends G.L. c. 164 by adding 

Section 144.  The Act directs the Department of Public Utilities (“Department”) to promulgate 

regulations necessary to implement uniform natural gas leak classifications and to oversee and 

monitor gas company1 response and reporting.  St. 2014, c. 149, § 2.  The Department 

institutes this rulemaking pursuant to G.L. c. 30A, § 2 and 220 C.M.R. § 2.00 et seq., 

establishing 220 C.M.R. § 114.00 et seq., Uniform Natural Gas Leaks Classification, for the 

purpose of adopting uniform natural gas leak classification requirements. 

II. PROPOSED REGULATIONS 

The proposed regulations establish a system to classify natural gas leaks as Grade 1, 

Grade 2, or Grade 3 leaks, and to take steps to repair or monitor the Grade 1 through 3 leaks 

based upon the classification level, consistent with G.L. c. 164, § 144.  Proposed Regulations, 

220 C.M.R. § 114.04(3).2  In addition, the proposed regulations specify requirements for 

                                           
1  The proposed regulations apply to every gas distribution company, municipal gas 

department, or other person engaged in the distribution of natural gas.   

2  A Grade 1 leak is defined as an existing or probable hazard to persons or property, 

which requires repair as immediately as possible, and continuous action until the 

conditions are no longer hazardous.  Proposed Regulations, 

220 C.M.R. § 114.04(3)(a).  A Grade 2 leak is defined as non-hazardous to persons or 

property at the time of detection, but justifies scheduled repair based on probable future 

hazard.  Proposed Regulations, 220 C.M.R. § 114.04(3)(b).  The gas company shall 

repair Grade 2 leaks or replace the main within twelve months from the date the leak 

was classified, and shall reevaluate Grade 2 gas leaks at least once every six months 

until eliminated.  Proposed Regulations, 220 C.M.R. § 114.04(3)(b).  A Grade 3 leak 

is recognized as non-hazardous to persons or property at the time of detection and is 
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undertaking projects in a public way exposing confirmed natural gas infrastructure, and 

mandate the prioritization of gas leak repairs located within a school zone.3  Proposed 

Regulations, 220 C.M.R. §§ 114.05 and 114.06.  The proposed regulations also require each 

gas company to report Grade 1, Grade 2, and Grade 3 gas leak information in its annual 

service quality report to the Department.4  Proposed Regulations, 220 C.M.R. § 114.07.  

Finally, the proposed regulations direct each gas company to incorporate natural gas leaks 

classification procedures into its written procedures manual to ensure compliance with 

G.L. c. 164, § 144 and 220 C.M.R. 114.00.  Proposed Regulations, 220 C.M.R. § 114.08.   

III. SOLICITATION OF COMMENTS 

The proposed regulations are attached to this Order and may be inspected at the 

Department’s offices, One South Station, Boston, Massachusetts.  The Department seeks initial 

written comments on the proposed regulations no later than 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 

July 5, 2016.  Written comments shall be limited in length to a maximum of ten one-sided, 

double-spaced typewritten pages.  Any person who desires to file written comments shall file 

two (2) copies of such written comments with Mark D. Marini, Secretary, Department of 

Public Utilities, One South Station, Boston, Massachusetts, 02110.  To provide further 

                                                                                                                                        

expected to remain non-hazardous, but shall be reevaluated during the next scheduled 

survey or within twelve months, whichever comes first.  Proposed Regulations, 

220 C.M.R. § 114.04(3)(c).     

3  A school zone means on or within 50 feet of the real property comprising a public or 

private accredited preschool, accredited Head Start facility, elementary, vocational, or 

secondary school. 

4  This provision applies only to the local gas distribution companies.   
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opportunity for comment, and pursuant to G.L. c. 30A, §§ 2 and 4, and 220 C.M.R. § 2.05, 

the Department will hold a public hearing on Thursday, July 14, 2016, at 10:00 a.m. at the 

Department’s offices, One South Station, 5th Floor, Boston, Massachusetts.  Following the 

public hearing, written reply comments must be filed no later than 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 

July 19, 2016.  Reply comments should be limited in length to a maximum of ten one-sided, 

double-spaced typewritten pages.  

All documents should also be submitted to the Department in electronic format using 

one of the following methods:  (1) by e-mail attachment to dpu.efiling@state.ma.us and the 

hearing officer jennifer.cargill@state.ma.us; or (2) on a CD-ROM.  The text of the e-mail or 

CD-ROM must specify:  (1) the docket number of the proceeding (D.P.U. 16-31); (2) the 

name of the person or company submitting the filing; and (3) a brief descriptive title of the 

document.  The electronic filing should also include the name, title, and telephone number of a 

person to contact in the event of questions about the filing, Documents filed with the 

Department will be available for public inspection at its offices during business hours and 

through our website, http://web1.env.state.ma.us/DPU/FileRoom/dockets/bynumber (enter 

“16-31”). 
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Interested persons may present facts, opinions, or arguments relating to the proposed 

revisions to the regulations at the public hearing.  

By Order of the Department, 

 

 

 /s/  

Angela M. O’Connor, Chairman 

 

 

 /s/  

Jolette A. Westbrook, Commissioner 

 

 

 /s/  

Robert E. Hayden, Commissioner 
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220 CMR 114.00: UNIFORM NATURAL GAS LEAKS CLASSIFICATION 
 
Section 
 
114.01: Purpose and Scope  
114.02: Definitions  
114.03: Applications for Exceptions from 220 CMR 114.00 
114.04: Uniform Gas Leak Classification  
114.05: Requirements for Projects in a Public Way 
114.06: Prioritization of Projects Located within a School Zone 
114.07: Annual Reporting Requirements 
114.08: Gas Company Procedures Manual 

114.01:  Purpose and Scope 

(1) Purpose.  220 CMR 114.00 establishes regulations governing:   
(a) uniform natural gas leaks classification;  
(b) requirements for undertaking projects in a public way; 
(c) prioritization of projects located within a school zone; and 
(d) annual reporting requirements, consistent with the provisions of M.G.L. c. 
164, § 144. 

(2) Scope.  220 CMR 114.00 applies to every gas company, municipal gas 
department, or other person engaged in the distribution of natural gas. 

114.02:  Definitions 

For the purposes of 220 CMR 114.00, the terms set forth in 220 CMR 114.02 
shall be defined as follows: 

 
Annual Service Quality Report means a Company’s annual report which compares its 
performance in the previous calendar year to the Department’s service quality standards, 
as required by M.G.L. c. 164, § 1I.  
 
Gas Company refers to every gas company, municipal gas department, or other person 
engaged in the distribution of natural gas, as provided in G.L. c. 164, §§ 1 and 34.  

 
Department means Department of Public Utilities, Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  
 
Pipeline means all parts of those physical facilities through which gas moves in 
transportation, including pipe, valves, and other appurtenance attached to pipe, 
compressor units, metering stations, regulator stations, delivery stations, holders, and 
fabricated assemblies, as defined in 49 CFR 192.3. 
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School Zone means on or within 50 feet of the real property comprising a public or 
private accredited preschool, accredited Head Start facility, elementary, vocational, or 
secondary school. 

114.03:  Applications for Exceptions from 220 CMR 114.00 

Any person engaged in the classification of natural gas leaks may make a written 
request to the Department for an exception to the provisions of 220 CMR 114.00, in 
whole or in part. 

The request shall justify why the exception should be granted and shall 
demonstrate why the exception sought does not detract from the safety objectives of 220 
CMR 114.00.  The request shall include details on the need for the exception, specific 
information on the circumstances surrounding the requested exception, the provisions of 
220 CMR 114.00 from which exception is sought, and a description of any safety 
consequences that might result from the exception.  Documentation in support of the 
request shall be submitted. 

The Department may deny the exception or grant the exception as requested, or as 
modified by the Department and subject to conditions.  Any exception shall be issued in 
writing and may be made by the Director of the Pipeline Engineering and Safety 
Division, or by the Director’s functional successor in the event of an internal 
reorganization of the Department.  Any person aggrieved by a decision of the Director 
regarding a request for an exception may appeal the Director’s decision to the 
Commission.  Any appeal shall be in writing and shall be made not later than ten business 
days following issuance of the written decision of the Director.      

114.04:  Uniform Gas Leak Classification 

(1) Every person whose job duties or responsibilities include the classification of 
natural gas leaks shall be trained and qualified to ensure proper classification. 

(2) Each Gas Company shall classify natural gas leaks within a reasonable amount of 
time of discovery taking into consideration the following minimum circumstances: 

(a) the operating pressure of the pipeline; 
(b) the size of the leak migration pattern; and 
(c) the population density.  

(3) Each Gas Company shall assess a grade to all reported natural gas leaks as 
follows: 

(a) Grade 1 Leak.  A Grade 1 leak shall be a leak that represents an existing or 
probable hazard to persons or property.  Grade 1 leaks require repair as 
immediately as possible and continuous action until the conditions are no longer 
hazardous and the source of the leak is eliminated.  Whenever appropriate and 
feasible, a Gas Company shall notify the fire department and chief law 
enforcement officer in each city or town where a Grade 1 leak is identified. 
(b) Grade 2 Leak.  A Grade 2 leak shall be a leak that is recognized as 
non-hazardous to persons or property at the time of detection, but justifies 
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scheduled repair based on probable future hazard.  The Gas Company shall repair 
Grade 2 leaks or replace the pipeline within 12 months from the date the leak was 
classified.  All Grade 2 leaks shall be reevaluated by a Gas Company at least once 
every six months until eliminated; provided, however, that the frequency of 
reevaluation shall be determined by the location and magnitude of the leakage 
condition. 
(c) Grade 3 Leak.  A Grade 3 Leak shall be a leak that is recognized as 
non-hazardous to persons or property at the time of detection and can be 
reasonably expected to remain non-hazardous.  The Gas Company shall 
reevaluate Grade 3 leaks during the next scheduled survey, or within 12 months 
from the date last evaluated, whichever occurs first, until the leak is eliminated or 
the pipeline is replaced.  A municipal or state public safety official may request a 
reevaluation of a Grade 3 leak prior to the next scheduled survey, or sooner than 
12 months of the date last evaluated, if the official reasonably believes that the 
Grade 3 leak poses a threat to public safety.    

114.05:  Requirements for Projects in a Public Way 

(1) Upon the undertaking of a significant project that requires the restoration of 
pavement in a public way over or above natural gas infrastructure, and with sufficient 
notice, a municipality or the Commonwealth shall submit written notification of the 
project to a Gas Company.  The Gas Company shall: 

(a) survey the project area for the presence of Grade 1 or Grade 2 leaks and 
set repair and replacement schedules for all known or newly detected Grade 1 and 
Grade 2 leaks; 
(b) ensure that any shut off valve in the significant project has a gate box 
installed upon it or a reasonable alternative that would otherwise ensure continued 
public safety and that any critical valve that has not been inspected and tested 
within the past 12 months is verified to be operational and accessible; and 
(c) provide the repair and replacement schedule of gas leaks to the 
municipality or the Commonwealth. 

114.06:  Prioritization of Projects Located within a School Zone 

Each Gas Company shall prioritize any pipeline repairs required under 220 CMR 
114.00 for gas leaks detected within a school zone. 

114.07:  Annual Reporting Requirements 

(1) Each Gas Company shall document and keep records of its classification and/or 
repair of natural gas leaks. 

(2) Each Gas Company required to file an Annual Service Quality Report to the 
Department shall report: 

(a) the location of each Grade 1, Grade 2, and Grade 3 leak existing as of the 
date of the report; 
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(b) the date each Grade 1, Grade 2, and Grade 3 leak was classified; and 
(c) the dates of repairs performed on each Grade 1, Grade 2, and Grade 3 
leak.   

(3) Each Gas Company shall specify any reclassification of previously identified 
leaks in its annual report.  For each reclassified leak, the Gas Company shall provide the 
following minimum information: 

(a) the change in the gas in air readings; 
(b) the leak migration pattern; and 
(c) a justification for the change in classification. 

(4) Gas leak information shall be made available to any municipal or state public 
safety official upon written request to the Department.   

114.08:  Gas Company Procedures Manual 

Each Gas Company shall incorporate natural gas leaks classification procedures 
into their written procedures manuals, required under 49 CFR Part 192.605, to ensure 
compliance with M.G.L. c. 164, § 144 and 220 CMR 114.00. 

 
 
REGULATORY AUTHORITY 
 

220 CMR 114.00:  M.G.L. c. 164, §§ 66, 76, 76C, 105A and 144. 
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LAW DEPARTMENT 
 

CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
CITY HALL 

1000 COMMONWEALTH AVENUE 
NEWTON CENTRE, MA  02459 

TELEPHONE (617) 796-1240 
FACSIMILE (617) 796-1254 

 
            CITY SOLICITOR 
    DONNALYN B. LYNCH KAHN 
 
 
           ASSOCIATE CITY SOLICITOR 
                         OUIDA C.M. YOUNG  

                     
           ASSISTANT CITY SOLICITORS 

                          MARIE M. LAWLOR 
               ANGELA BUCHANAN SMAGULA 
                        ROBERT J. WADDICK 
                         MAURA E. O’KEEFE 
                         JEFFREY A. HONIG 
                           ALAN D. MANDL 
                            JULIE B. ROSS 
                           JILL M. MURRAY 
                         SUZANNE P. EGAN

        

To: Deb Crossley, Chair 

Public Facilities Committee  

From: Alan Mandl 

Date:  June 3, 2016 

Re: DPU 16-31: Rulemaking to Implement the Uniform Gas Leak Classification Statute   

 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

 This memo responds to your request for a review of the DPU rulemaking to implement 

the 2014 uniform gas leak classification statute.    

 

 Chapter 149 of the Acts of 2014, an Act Relative to Natural Gas Leaks (the”Act”), now 

codified as General Laws Chapter 164, Section 144, directed the DPU to adopt regulations 

necessary to implement uniform natural gas leak classifications and to oversee and monitor gas 

company response and reporting. On May 18, 2016, the DPU issued an Order opening this 

rulemaking docket. The Order includes proposed regulations (220 CMR §114.00 et seq.) for 

these purposes.   

 

 In summary, the DPU’s proposed regulations: 

 

 Establish a system to classify natural gas leaks as Grade 1, Grade 2 or Grade 3 leaks 

 Establish a system to take steps to repair or monitor the Grade 1 through Grade 3 leaks 

based upon classification level 

 Specify requirements for undertaking significant projects in a public way exposing 

confirmed natural gas infrastructure 

 Mandate the prioritization of the repair of gas leaks located within a school zone 

 Require gas companies to report Grade 1, Grade 2 and Grade 3 gas leak information in 

their annual service quality reports to the DPU 

 Direct gas companies to incorporate natural gas leaks classification procedures into their 

written procedures manual to ensure compliance with the Act and 220 CMR §114.00.    
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RULEMAKING PROCESS DUE DATES 

 

Initial Written Comments   by 5PM on July 5, 2016 

 

Public Hearing at DPU
1
   10AM on July 14, 2016 

 

Written Reply Comments   by 5PM on July 19, 2016  

      

Procedures for the submission of written comments are included in the DPU’s Order. 

 

DISCUSSION OF THE DPU’S PROPOSED RULES 

 

 The following summarizes the primary sections of proposed rules and identifies topics for 

discussion. The Committee should obtain input from the Fire Department, Department of Public 

Works, Parks and Recreation Department and the Sustainability Director on the proposed rules 

and this memo. I understand that HEET and the MAPC are likely to submit comments.  

 

1. 220 CMR 114.03- Applications for Exceptions from 220 CMR 114.00 

 

The proposed rules allow a gas company to make a written request for an exception from any 

or all parts of 220 CMR 114.00. The requester must demonstrate why the requested exception(s) 

do not detract from the safety objectives of 220 CMR 114.00 and provide detailed support on the 

need for the requested exception(s). The DPU may deny the request or grant an exception as 

requested or as modified by the DPU and subject to conditions. Any exception must be issued in 

writing. Any person aggrieved by a DPU decision regarding a request for an exception may 

appeal the decision (made by the Director of the Pipeline Engineering and Safety Division) the 

DPU Commissioners. Such an appeal must be in writing and made not later than 10 business 

days following the issuance of the written decision by the Director. 

 

Discussion 

 

 DPU legal authority to adopt this type of “’exceptions” provision, whether this proposed 

rule is inconsistent with the Act
2
 

 

 If included in the final rule, whether this proposed section should be revised to require 

notice to the AG and affected municipalities of any request for exceptions and an 

opportunity to submit comments and request a hearing.  

                     
1
 Located at One South Station, 5

th
 Floor, in Boston. 

 
2
 While the DPU has a similar “exceptions” provision in its existing gas rules, 220 CMR 

107.02, these rules were adopted pursuant to its general supervisory authority under General 

Laws Chapter 164, Section 76C and are not inconsistent with any other provision of law.  
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2. 220 CMR 114.04-Uniform Gas Leak Classification       

 

Any person whose job duties include gas leak classification must be trained and qualified to 

ensure proper classification.  

 

Each gas company shall classify gas leaks within a reasonable amount of time of discovery 

taking into consideration the following minimum circumstances: 

(a) The operating pressure of the pipeline; 

(b) The size of the leak migration pattern; and 

(c) The population density. 

 

Each gas company must assess a grade to all reported gas leaks: Grade 1, Grade 2 and 

Grade 3. The rule defines these grades of leaks in the same way that they are defined in the Act. 

 

Tracking the Act, the proposed rule provides, “A municipal…public safety official may 

request a reevaluation of  Grade 3 leak prior to the next scheduled survey, or sooner than 12 

months of the date last evaluated, if the official reasonably believes that the Grade 3 leak poses a 

threat to public safety.” 

 

Discussion 

 

 Training and Qualifications 

 

Whether it is necessary that the rule require that gas companies file with the DPU and 

keep updated their training requirements and qualifications for persons whose job duties include 

gas leak classification. Also, whether gas companies should be required to make annual 

certifications to the DPU regarding training and qualifications. These filings can be integrated 

with annual gas company service quality reports. It must be determined whether this information 

already is being filed by the gas companies.  

 

 Leak Classifications-Minimum Circumstances in Classifying Gas Leaks  

 

The adequacy of these minimum circumstances should be reviewed. The need for any 

additional circumstances should be considered.  

 

Discuss classification of a gas leak believed to be causing public shade tree damage, 

including costs and benefits. 

 

 Grade 1 

 

Discuss with public safety officials (1) whether they have any issues with gas company 

notification practices for Grade 1 leaks and (2) whether timely notices are usually “appropriate 

and feasible” to provide. 

 

141-15



4 

 

 Grade 3 Reclassification  

 

Discuss (1) current City information on the location of Grade 3 leaks; (2) how public 

safety officials would make a leak reclassification requests; (3) the standard that a public safety 

official should apply to determine whether a Grade 3 leak poses a threat to public safety;  (4)  

whether the rules should provide that this request be made in writing, that the gas company must 

respond to a request, conduct an evaluation and provide a written statement of its evaluation and 

reasons for action or inaction; (5) whether the rules should include guidelines for public safety 

officials; and (6) whether the rules should describe what recourse is available if a public safety  

official disagrees with gas company action or inaction regarding a leak reclassification request. 

 

3. 220 CMR 114.05-Requirements for Projects in a Public Way 

 

This section tracks the Act. It requires municipalities to notify gas companies when they are 

planning a “significant project” in a public way where there may be gas lines under the project 

area. The advance notice is designed to enable the gas company to inspect the project area for 

Grade 1 and Grade 2 leaks, notify the municipality of the repair and replacement schedule and 

perform repair and replacement work while the street is opened up. This section also requires gas 

companies to assure that gate boxes are operational and accessible and not paved over.   

 

Discussion 

 

 Discuss whether the rule should define a “significant project” and provide for written 

agreement by a gas company and municipality that a project is a  “significant project”     

 

 Discuss whether the variation between the Act (“Upon the undertaking of a significant 

project on a public way exposing confirmed natural gas infrastructure…”) and the 

proposed rule (“Upon the undertaking of a significant project that requires the restoration 

of pavement in a pubic way over or above natural gas infrastructure…”) is of any 

significance. 

 

 Discuss whether the rule should define “project area.” 

 

 Discuss whether the DPU should supplement what the statute requires and add a repair or 

replacement requirement regarding Grade 3 leaks.  

 

 Discuss whether the repair or replacement decision should be left solely to the gas 

company or if the decision to repair or replace should be documented in light of specified 

criteria (for example, whether a main is leak prone, likely duration of a repair, cost and 

need factors in light of the project schedule). Gas companies probably have internal 

standards to guide repair or replace decisions.  

 

 Discuss whether the rule should require the gas company to provide details to the City on 

the steps that the gas company is taking to assure that critical valves are operational and 
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accessible. DPW should assure that it provides adequate notice to the gas company 

needed to avoid paving over gate boxes. 

 

 Public way projects require coordination between the City and the gas company. Discuss 

whether the rule should require that survey results be provided to the City, when the 

survey should be conducted once the gas company has received notice and the effect of 

any change in the City’s or gas company’s schedule.    

 

4. 220 CMR 114.06-Prioritization of Projects Located within a School Zone 

 

Gas companies must prioritize any pipeline repairs for gas leaks detected within a school 

zone. 

  

Discussion 

 

 Discuss current gas company practices and what exactly the gas company must do in 

order to comply with this requirement.  

 

 The Act and the proposed rule refer to repairs, not main replacement work. If leak prone 

infrastructure is present, the Act and proposed rule do not require main replacement for 

gas leaks detected within a school zone.   

 

5. 220 CMR 114.07-Annual Reporting Requirements 

 

The proposed rule adds a requirement that each gas company must document and keep 

records of its classification and/or repair of gas leaks. 

 

Both the Act and the proposed rule require gas companies to file with their annual service 

quality reports (1) the location of each  Grade 1-3 leak existing as of the date of the report; (2) 

the date each Grade 1-3 leak was classified; and (3) the dates of repairs performed on each Grade 

1-3 leak. 

 

Both also require that the gas company specify any reclassification of previously identified 

leaks in its annual report. The proposed rule goes further and requires that for each reclassified 

leak, the gas company must file at least (a) the change in gas air readings; (b) the leak migration 

pattern; and (c) a justification for the change in classification.  

 

Both the Act section and this proposed rule section require that gas leak information be made 

available to any municipal public safety official upon written request to the DPU.  

 

The placement of this requirement suggests that the only gas leak information that can be 

requested of the DPU is what is in the annual gas leak report. 
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Discussion 

 

 The DPU should revise its proposed rules to require that gas companies submit to the 

DPU annual community specific gas leak data in an electronic format which can be 

requested by and provided to municipal public safety officials. Said another way, even if 

the data were not organized by community, it would be easier to extract community 

specific data from a spreadsheet than to cull it out of a voluminous, tiny print document. 

The current annual reports posted on the DPU website are in very small print and gas leak 

data is not organized by community. While it would be feasible for the City to create its 

own spreadsheet with City-specific data, it is more efficient for communities to receive 

annual gas leak data in an electronic format. When data of this type is included in utility 

filings, it is not uncommon for the DPU and AG to request and receive the electronic 

spreadsheet    

 

 Discuss whether the DPU should enable public safety officials to obtain more current gas 

leak information for all grades of leaks. Through cooperation with National Grid, the City 

now receives monthly updates on Grade 1 and Grade 2 leaks repaired during the prior 

month (in addition to real time information on Grade 1 repairs). Any existing sharing of 

Grade 3 leak information should be discussed with DPW.    

 

Other 

 

 The DPU cites as regulatory authority for the proposed rules several statutory sections, 

not just the Act, although the rulemaking has been initiated pursuant to the Act. The specific 

authority of the DPU over gas leaks under the Act does not bar the DPU from taking consistent 

actions under its more general supervisory authority.
3
    

 

 The proposed rules do not address specifically municipal concerns about gas leaks 

causing damage to municipally-owned trees.  

 

 New regulations may be subject to review in accordance with Executive Order No. 562. 

While Executive Order No. 562 was due to expire in March 2016, its provisions regarding new 

rules were to remain in place until further notice.  

                     
3
 39 Mass. Prac., Administrative Law & Practice, §750 (2015). Grocery Manufacturers of 

America, Inc. v. Department of Public Health, 379 Mass. 70 (1979) at 76 (“Specific statutory 

authority to act in a particular respect does not bar consistent action under general statutory 

authority.”).  
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	220 CMR 114.00 Prop Regs Order Attachment
	114.01:   Purpose and Scope
	(1) Purpose.  220 CMR 114.00 establishes regulations governing:
	(a) uniform natural gas leaks classification;
	(b) requirements for undertaking projects in a public way;
	(c) prioritization of projects located within a school zone; and
	(d) annual reporting requirements, consistent with the provisions of M.G.L. c. 164, § 144.

	(2) Scope.  220 CMR 114.00 applies to every gas company, municipal gas department, or other person engaged in the distribution of natural gas.

	114.02:   Definitions
	For the purposes of 220 CMR 114.00, the terms set forth in 220 CMR 114.02 shall be defined as follows:

	114.03:   Applications for Exceptions from 220 CMR 114.00
	114.04:   Uniform Gas Leak Classification
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	(a) survey the project area for the presence of Grade 1 or Grade 2 leaks and set repair and replacement schedules for all known or newly detected Grade 1 and Grade 2 leaks;
	(b) ensure that any shut off valve in the significant project has a gate box installed upon it or a reasonable alternative that would otherwise ensure continued public safety and that any critical valve that has not been inspected and tested within th...
	(c) provide the repair and replacement schedule of gas leaks to the municipality or the Commonwealth.
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	(3) Each Gas Company shall specify any reclassification of previously identified leaks in its annual report.  For each reclassified leak, the Gas Company shall provide the following minimum information:
	(a) the change in the gas in air readings;
	(b) the leak migration pattern; and
	(c) a justification for the change in classification.

	(4) Gas leak information shall be made available to any municipal or state public safety official upon written request to the Department.

	114.08:   Gas Company Procedures Manual


	Memo to PFC on DPU 16-31 Gas Leak Rulemaking 6-3-2016






