
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2015 
 
Present:  Ald. Crossley (Chair), Lennon, Albright, Brousal-Glaser, Gentile, Danberg Laredo, and 
Lappin 
 
Also present:  Ald. Fuller 
 
City staff present:  Lou Taverna (City Engineer), Joshua Morse (Commissioner of Public 
Buildings) 
 
#333-15 NATIONAL GRID petitioning for a grant of location to install and maintain 200’ 

+ of 4” gas main in OLD FARM ROAD from the existing 12” gas main in 
Brookline Street southerly to provide gas service to 12 Old Farm Road.  [11/12/15 
@ 11:28 PM] 

ACTION: DENIED 8-0 
 
NOTE: National Grid Permit Representative Dennis Regan presented the petition for a 
grant of location to install approximately 200’ of gas main in Old Farm Road to provide service 
to a new home.  The Department of Public Works is not recommending approval of the grant of 
location because the City performed a full-depth reconstruction of the road in 2012 at a cost of 
over $350,000.  The City has a policy of imposing a five-year moratorium on issuing street 
opening permits for streets that have been reconstructed or repaved.  Before the City repaved Old 
Farm Road, all property owners and utility companies were notified and informed that they 
should install and/or upgrade any utility services before the road was repaved, as once the 
reconstruction was complete there would be five-year moratorium for openings.  The 
moratorium is in place to delay compromising the street with patches and seams to avoid 
deterioration of the roadway.  When road is reconstructed deterioration of the roadway is almost 
non-existent, if the roadway is kept a pristine condition.   
 
 The public hearing was opened and Cindy Stumpo of C Stumpo Development spoke on 
the petition.  She informed the Committee that her company built the new home on Old Farm 
Road.  It is important to her that the house has gas service.  She is willing to mill and overlay the 
resulting trench plus an additional 25’ in both directions, if National Grid is allowed to install the 
gas main.   Ms. Stumpo pointed out that she has several properties under development that are on 
streets that have been repaved in the past five years like Dudley Road, Vine Street, and Drumlin 
Road.  City Engineer Lou Taverna explained that the houses being built on those roads only 
require house connections for gas service, as there are already gas mains in place in those streets.  
The gas main installation would be an approximately 200’ trench parallel to the centerline of the 
road that would compromise the road.  Even if the petitioner were to mill and overlay the road 
plus 25’ in each direction, it would not bring the road back to its pristine condition; there would 
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be a slight deterioration.  The Department of Public Works would like to hold firm on the five-
year moratorium on re-paved roadways.  Public Works Commissioner Jim McGonagle agrees 
with the moratorium especially applying it to a street that underwent full depth reclamation.   
 
 Ms. Stumpo pointed out that contractors are required to use flowable fill when patching a 
trench, which is expensive.  She stated that the City does not use flowable fill when it 
reconstructs roadways.  In addition, once the five-year moratorium is over, Ms. Stumpo may 
trench utilities and such work will only require a patch.  Mr. Taverna explained that flowable fill 
is not used when roadways are reconstructed but only for patches, as it does not settle as much as 
crushed gravel.  Ms. Stumpo stated that the Committee should consider whether it was better for 
the road to mill and overlay now or patch a trench in a year and a half.  She also stated to the 
Committee that she was not informed of the 5-year moratorium on this roadway when she pulled 
permits and spoke with the Engineering Division.  It was pointed out that Ms. Stumpo has long 
experience working in Newton and should know to check on whether there is a moratorium.  
There was some discussion regarding whether the City should be informing builders of past 
roadwork that may affect their project.  It was stated that checking for that kind of information 
should be part of the builder’s due diligence.   
 
 The public hearing was closed and Ald. Gentile moved denial of the petition, which 
carried unanimously. 
 
#334-15 COMCAST OF MASSACHUSETTS petitioning for a grant of location to  install 

conduit from Pole # NT/68 located in an island at the intersection of Langley 
Road, Summer Street and Beacon Street southerly for 55’ + to the Beacon Street 
curb line and continuing in Beacon Street 196’ + to 792-796 Beacon Street.  
[11/23/15 @ 9:21 AM] 

ACTION: APPROVED 8-0 
 
NOTE: Comcast representative Manuel Furtado presented a petition for a grant of 
location to install conduit from a pole located in an island at the intersection of Langley Road, 
Summer Street, and Beacon Street.  The conduit will cross Beacon Street and run along the curb 
line 196’ in a southerly direction to 792-796 Beacon Street.  The Engineering Division of Public 
Works forwarded the petition to the Police Department for review as the intersection is in a very 
busy area of Newton.  The Police Department will require all the work be done at night.  There 
are no residences near the project; therefore, there is no problem with night noise.  The 
Committee members requested that Comcast inform surrounding business when the work is 
scheduled to begin and end.   
 
 The project will require a police detail.  There was some concern amongst the Committee 
that it could be difficult to get a police detail.  Mr. Furtado explained that Comcast would not do 
any of the work without a police detail even if it means scheduling the project for a different 
night.  The project should be completed in one night.  
  
 The public hearing was opened and Bridget from Mini Lux Salon spoke in favor of the 
petition.  The salon has a terrible time with internet service, which would be fixed with the 
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installation of the new cable.  Mr. Furtado stated that Comcast is hoping that the City will waive 
the winter moratorium on construction.  Comcast is willing to repair the trench and go back in 
the spring to repave and trench, if necessary.  City Engineer Lou Taverna informed Mr. Furtado 
that it would depend on weather but the Engineering Department would work with Comcast to 
expedite the project.   
 
 Andreae Downes, Chestnut Street, stated that it is important that the road repair be done 
right as most of the work is taking place close to the curb line where bicycles travel.  With that, 
the public hearing was closed.  Ald. Danberg moved approval, which carried unanimously.   
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#346-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of one 

hundred fifteen thousand five hundred dollars ($115,000) from Budget Reserve to 
the Public Buildings Department to fund the demolition of the garage and site 
restoration at 525 Winchester Street Newton Highlands.  [11/30/15 @ 1:11 PM] 

ACTION: APPROVED 7-0-1 (Lappin abstaining) 
 
NOTE: Commissioner of Public Buildings Josh Morse presented the request for $115,500 
to demolish the small garage located at 525 Winchester Street per the agreement reached with 
the Parks and Recreation Commission for the use of Nahanton Park as the site for the temporary 
Fire Station #10.  The Parks and Recreation Department requested that the garage building be 
fully renovated or demolished and the space returned to recreational space.  The building was 
part of the original Alms House but Mass Historic has deemed that the building has no historic 
value.   
 
 The space is currently a carpenter shop and storage site for building materials for the 
Public Buildings Department.  The Public Buildings Department will move the carpentry shop 
and materials stored at the site to the Public Buildings facility at Elliot Street, as a result there 
will be some modifications needed at the Public Building Department’s garage.   
 
 The Fire Station #10 project came in approximately $400,000 under budget, which is to 
be turned back to fund current or future bond project(s).  The demolition of the garage at 525 
Winchester Street was not included in the project, as the City should not bond for demolition of 
building that is not part of the overall project.  In addition, the City is not gaining a tangible asset 
from the demolition of the project.  Several Committee members felt that the demolition should 
be included in the original bonded project and asked Commissioner Morse to check with the 
Comptroller before the Finance Committee meeting on December 14, 2015.  With that, Ald. 
Danberg moved approval, which carried by a vote of seven in favor and one abstaining.   
 
#417-13 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting that the Administration provide 

updates on the progress of the Angier Elementary School project.  [11/21/13 @ 
9:16 AM] 

ACTION: NO ACTION NECESSARY 8-0 
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NOTE: Commissioner Josh Morse provided the Committee with an update on the Angier 
Elementary School project, which is very near completion.  The project is on time and under 
budget.  The teachers and staff that have seen the new building are very pleased with it.  Walk 
throughs with the Inspectional Services Department and the Fire Department are scheduled.  The 
furniture for the new school is arriving and security cameras are being installed per the School 
Committee.   
 
 There was a question regarding whether the School Committee had approved a new 
policy related to the use of security cameras elementary school.  Concern was raised about 
installing security cameras in common areas in an elementary school.  There was concern that 
installing cameras in public areas in an elementary school could lead to a violation of civil 
liberties.  It was suggested that a docket item should be filed requesting a discussion with the 
School Committee on the policy for security cameras at schools.  In the meantime, the 
Committee requested that the Commissioner revisit the proposed camera locations with the 
School Committee. 
 
 The offsite improvements are moving forward.  It is likely that they will be in place by 
the opening of school.  The Department of Public Works is beginning to install the equipment in 
the upcoming week.   
 
 As the school is very near completion, Ald. Lappin moved no action necessary, which 
carried unanimously.   
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#455-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR recommending amendment to Chapter 29, Section 

80 Sewer/Stormwater use charge. of the City of Newton Ordinances to create a 
storm water rate fee structure based upon square footage of impervious surface 
area. 

ACTION: HELD AND REFERRED TO THE 2016-2017 CITY COUNCIL 8-0 
 
NOTE: The item was held at the November 18, 2015 Public Facilities Committee meeting 
in order to have the Storm Water Working Group further refine the proposed rate structure for 
non-residential properties and come back to the Committee with a revised proposal for a more 
linear rate structure.  The Storm Water Working Group reviewed several rate structure options 
and agreed on the attached amended Storm Water Calculations listed under Scenario B and the 
draft ordinance language.  The new proposed ordinance adds more tiers to the rate structure.  
There is cap of $5,000 for parcels with over 500,000 square feet of impervious surface area.  The 
attached list provides a list of property owners by impervious surface area.  The draft ordinance 
contains language that allows for a storm water credit up to 25% of the storm water use charge 
depending on the level of on-site storm water mitigation installed.   
 
 The City will raise approximately $1.1 million in storm water revenue with these changes 
to the storm water use charge for non-residential properties.  If non-residential properties apply 
and receive a storm water credit, the City would raise close to 90% of the current estimated 
revenue of $1.1 million.  The City may revisit the storm water credit, as it may need to 
encourage further mitigation and/or generate more revenue.  The City will generate $1.5 million 
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in revenue from the residential storm water use charge.  The Storm Water fund will be in good 
shape for the next couple of years with the additional revenues.  The Utility Division needs to 
look at what projects it intends to do in the next few years and discuss what projects may need to 
be done to implement the upcoming changes to National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NIPDES) permit changes.   
 
 All of the members agreed that the revised draft ordinance reflected to the requested 
revisions and felt that the process could move forward to public hearing.  The public hearing will 
be assigned for Wednesday, February 3, 2015.  All non-residential properties will be notified of 
the public hearing.  The public hearing will be advertised in the TAB, publicized on the City 
website and the City will request that the Chamber of Commerce set-up with a meeting with 
business owners.  There was some concern that non-residential property owners are not aware 
that the City is moving forward with changes to the storm water use charge.  Chief of Staff/Chief 
Financial Officer Maureen stated that she met with many of the large property owners regarding 
the change about a year and a half ago. 
 
 It was pointed out that the Committee will likely get feedback from owners of small 
apartment and condominium complexes.  Ms. Lemieux pointed out that some of those owners 
may end up with smaller bills if there parcels only have a small amount of impervious surface 
area.  If a townhouse is located on its own parcel, it will be charged the residential fee.  Ms. 
Lemieux added that she could let Aldermen know about the charge for a specific address, if they 
ask.   
 
 The Committee unanimously supported a motion to refer the item to the 2016-2017 City 
Council and assign a public hearing on February 3, 2015. 
 
#131-13 ALD. CROSSLEY, FULLER, SALVUCCI, JOHNSON, CICCONE requesting 

periodic updates and discussion, at the discretion of the members of the Public 
Facilities Committee or the Commissioner of Public Works, on the condition 
functioning, operations and management of all elements of the City sewer, water 
and storm water systems including the following: 

 Water meters 
 Implementation of the ten project area strategic plan to remove infiltration 

in the City sewer system 
 Implementation of the long range strategic plan to repair and replace City 

water mains, especially to correct for fire flow 
 Status of the City’s Private Inflow Removal Program to resolve and 

disconnect illegal storm water connections to the City sewer system 
 Current billing practices 
 Rates analyses needed to facilitate an informed comparison of billing 

options to include the following options either alone or in combination:  
seasonal rates, second meters, tiered rates, frequency of billing, low 
income credits.  [03/23/13 @ 11:13 AM]   

ACTION: HELD AND REFERRED TO THE 2016-2017 CITY COUNCIL 8-0 
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NOTE: Utilities Director Ted Jerdee provided an update on the docket item with a focus 
on the water meters, Fat, Oil and Grease (FOG) Program, and the unaccounted for water.   
 
Unaccounted for Water 
 
 The City has a high percentage of unaccounted for water within its system.  Mr. Jerdee 
has contacted the Massachusetts Water Resource Authority (MWRA) to schedule a leak 
detection survey for the spring, which will begin the plan to conduct leak detection twice per 
year.  The Utilities Division and the MWRA are in the process of performing district 
measurements to isolate water leaks.  In addition, the MWRA and the Utilities Division are 
working to shut down the Waban Hill Covered Reservoir on December 17, 2015 between 1 AM 
and 4 AM to determine whether it is leaking.  The shutdown may result in discolored water and 
drops in water pressure.  The plan is to utilize the City’s 311 service to inform residents that 
could be affected.  There was a request that the City send out the 311 calls at least three different 
times.  The City cannot begin notification until the MWRA confirms the shutdown.  During the 
shutdown, the City will also conduct staff training related to water system emergencies.  The 
Utilities Division is working with the MWRA to plan the training.   
 
 The Utilities Division is also looking at the water services that the City has replaced, as 
they may be causing property leaks due to inconsistent pressure.  The Administration is 
reprioritizing water main improvement projects by addressing pipes that are more susceptible to 
leakage based on the recent assessments and studies of the water system infrastructure.   
 
Fats, Oils, & Grease Program 
 
 Mr. Jerdee informed the Committee that the City is working with a contractor to improve 
the FOG Program.  Mr. Jerdee and the consultant have met with the Health and Human Services 
Department and the Inspectional Services Department to discuss and clarify their roles in 
controlling FOG.  Businesses are required to have and regularly clean grease traps, which should 
be included in an inspection checklist.  Mr. Jerdee has submitted a letter to the Mayor’s Office 
that, if approved, will be mailed to all food establishments informing them that they will be 
contacted by the City’s consultant to perform a FOG inspection of their establishment.  The City 
will prioritize the inspections based on areas where the Utilities Division regularly flushes the 
sewer mains because of fat, oil, and grease buildup.   
 
Outdoor Water Meters 
 
 Mr. Jerdee explained that 2,880 residents have signed up and received a transponder for 
the outdoor meter program.  Only 1313 outdoor meter accounts have been set up with the City; 
therefore, there are 708 residents with transponders that have not scheduled an inspection with 
the Utilities Division and set up an account.  Mr. Jerdee checked with the Inspection Services 
Department to determine if any of the 708 residents pulled a plumbing permit and found that 
about 150 residents obtained a permit, installed the irrigation meter but had not scheduled an 
inspection with the Utilities Division.  The Utilities Division has sent notification to those 
residents and at this point 73 residents had an inspection or are scheduled for inspection with the 
Utilities Division.  The residents that do not schedule an inspection will be charged the cost of 
the transponder, as part of their quarterly bill. 
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 Mr. Jerdee stated that from now on the Inspection Services Department would issue the 
transponders with the plumbing permit for installation with payment due at that time.  The 
Utilities Division will work in conjunction with Inspectional Services Department to do the 
plumbing and meter inspections at the same time.  The information for the irrigation meters and 
details on inspections and account setup will be updated and featured prominently on the City 
website.   
 
 The Committee requested that Mr. Jerdee provide a written policy on second water 
meters.  Mr. Jerdee responded that he is working on written protocol for the spring.  A 
Committee member suggested that Commissioner of Public Works Jim McGonagle provide a 
memo for the Committee’s second meeting in January that includes information on what went 
wrong with the irrigation meter program, what has been done to fix the problems, and how the 
program is going to work in the future.  With that, a motion was made to hold the item and refer 
it to the 2016-207 City Council which carried unanimously.   
  
#48-15 ALD. JOHNSON, SANGIOLO & YATES requesting a discussion with the 

Commissioner of Public Works regarding: (1) short and long term snow clearing 
of streets and sidewalks, (2) proactive planning relative to potential issues 
resulting from melting snow, (3) short term plans for addressing potholes, and (4) 
how the Department of Public Works will use the data gathered from where 
potholes need to be filled to guide planning for street repairs.  [02/23/15 @ 9:31 
AM] 

ACTION: NO ACTION NECESSARY 8-0 
 
NOTE: The Department of Public Works provided the Committee and the three co-
docketors of the item with the City’s snow plan for the upcoming winter.  The snow plan will be 
provided to all Aldermen and is available on the Board of Aldermen’s main page.   The snow 
plan is a living document and it will be updated on a regular basis.  There was a request that the 
changes include a section with the snow and ice control policies clearly laid out.  It was pointed 
out that often times weather conditions dictate how snow clearing is addressed.   
 
 The snow plan address sidewalk plowing, school sidewalk routes, the role of snow 
chasers, snow hauling, salt application guidelines, salting plan, contractor routes and city routes 
along with much more information.   
 
 The Committee thanked the Commissioner for his efforts in developing the snow plan.  
The snow plan seems to address the information requested in the above docket item.  The co-
docketors were contacted regarding voting the item no action necessary and they raised no 
objections.  Ald. Laredo made motion of no action necessary, which carried unanimously. 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#314-15 ALD. COTE, HARNEY AND NORTON requesting a review of all public 
buildings with a priority on schools and the Senior Center to ensure that 
functioning carbon monoxide detectors, that alert the entire facility are in use.   

 PS&T VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY 4-0 
ACTION: NO ACTION NECESSARY 8-0 
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NOTE: Commissioner of Public Buildings Josh Morse submitted the attached memo to 
the Board of Aldermen stating that carbon monoxide detectors were added to all elementary 
schools and that the installation of the detectors are underway at the Senior Center.  The 
Committee unanimously supported Ald. Albright’s motion of no action necessary.   
 

REFERRED TO PROG & SERV AND PUBLIC FACILILTIES COMMITTEES 
#140-15 PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

requesting that the School Department and/or the Executive Department provide 
updates on the progress of the potential purchase of the Aquinas site as well as 
short and long-term plans for uses and operations at the site.  [05/20/15 @8:53 
PM] 

 PROG & SERV REFERRED TO 2016-2017 CITY COUNCIL 8-0 
ACTION: NO ACTION NECESSARY 8-0 
 
NOTE: Committee members suggested that the item be voted no action necessary.  The 
item contains language related to the purchase of the Aquinas site, which has already occurred.  
A new docket item with more specific language will be filed in January.  Ald. Danberg made a 
motion for no action necessary, which was approved unanimously.   
 
#62-14 ALD. CROSSLEY, HESS-MAHAN, ALBRIGHT AND SALVUCCI requesting 

a report from the administration on the status of the City strategy to meet its 
obligations as a Department of Energy Resources Green Community, to reduce 
municipal energy consumption by 20% over five years, particularly regarding 
advancing the implementation of the building energy audits program 
recommending energy efficiency measures in existing buildings, and how that 
strategy is incorporated into the capital improvement plan. [02/24/14 @ 6:35 PM] 

ACTION: NO ACTION NECESSARY 7-0 (Gentile not voting) 
 
NOTE: The Committee will continue to receive updates on municipal energy reduction 
when the Committee discusses energy efficiency projects.  Therefore, a motion to vote the item 
no action necessary was approved unanimously.   
 
#47-15 ALD. RICE AND YATES requesting establishment of a pilot storm water 

treatment program for the streets in Waban between Quinobequin Road and 
Chestnut Street including but not limited to Amherst Road, Radcliffe Road and 
Tamworth Road.  [02/11/15 @ 9:13 AM]   

ACTION: NO ACTION NECESSARY 6-0 (Gentile, Lappin not voting) 
 
NOTE: The Chair informed both docketors that at some point in the near future, the City 
expects the State to adopt stricter storm water quality requirements.  This means that runoff to 
natural water bodies, such as into the Charles River, must meet a higher standard, and part of the 
Storm Water Infrastructure Improvement Plan (SIIP) is to plan comprehensive infrastructure 
improvements to meet these new limits. The City is aware that this may involve capture and 
filtration systems throughout the City, including education to encourage private property owners 
to limit the use of fertilizers and install things like rain gardens. 
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 The current and early years of the Storm Water Improvement Plan are to repair vast 
amounts of seriously deteriorated existing infrastructure.  In the plan, the City has an eye toward 
things like naturalizing certain open-air waterways that are part of the system. The City does not 
want to establish a pilot program that is not part of a larger plan to meet the State’s requirements.   

 In addition, assessment of the infrastructure in the Quinobequin Road area is for early 
2016, which will determine the feasibility to provide for an expanded drainage system in that 
area.  This is part of advancing several more in depth engineering investigations at critical points 
throughout the City.   
 
 The co-docketors had no objection to voting the item no action necessary; therefore, the 
Committee unanimously approved Ald. Danberg’s motion of no action necessary. 
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#41-13 ALD. CROSSLEY, FULLER AND SALVUCCI requesting a discussion with the 

administration to review how the city inventories, plans for, budgets and accounts 
for needed smaller capital expenditures (currently set at under $75,000), which 
are excluded from the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP); how to make these non-
CIP capital maintenance items visible, and how to integrate them with the overall 
planning, CIP, and budgeting processes.  [01/14/13 @ 5:02 PM] 

ACTION: NO ACTION NECESSARY 7-0 (Gentile not voting) 
 
NOTE: The docketors plan to rewrite and redocket the item.  Ald. Laredo made a motion 
of no action necessary, which carried unanimously.   
 
#253-07 ALD. LINSKY ALBRIGHT, JOHNSON, HARNEY, SANGIOLO, SALVUCCI, 

MANSFIELD, BURG, SCHNIPPER requesting (1) a review as to how provisions 
of applicable ordinances, specifically 5-58, were implemented during the course 
of the Newton North project, and (2) consider proposed revisions of 5-58 
including, but not limited to: 
(a) timely provision of documentation by the public building department to the 

Board of Aldermen and Design Review Committee; 
(b) establishment of liaison committees to facilitate communications and input 

from neighborhoods affected by projects subject to this ordinance; 
(c) approval of final design plans by the Board of Aldermen of projects subject to 

this ordinance; 
(d) oversight during the construction phase of projects subject to this ordinance 

by appropriate Board committee(s) both in respect to approval of change 
orders as well as design changes; and 

(e) generation of a required record detailing the entire construction process by the 
public building department to guide present and future oversight of projects 
subject to this ordinance.   

(f) establishment of a committee to provide oversight for public building 
construction and renovation during all phases of planning, design and 
construction.  [08/07/07 @ 3:12 PM] 
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ACTION: NO ACTION NECESSARY 7-0 (Gentile not voting) 
 
NOTE: There has been no recent progress made on this item.  Some of the requests are 
outdated; however, the ordinance does need to be amended.  The President of the Board will 
speak with the Law Department regarding draft language and the item will be refiled with 
updated amendment requests.  Ald. Laredo made a motion of no action necessary, which carried 
unanimously.   
 
THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WERE REFERRED TO THE 2016-2017 CITY COUNCIL 
WITHOUT DISCUSSION: 

 
#313-15 ALD. LAPPIN requesting an update from the Department of Public Works on the 

second water meter program including: the progress of the inspection and 
programming of the approximately 900 new outdoor irrigation meters provided by 
the City to property owners that have yet to be inspected and/or programmed by 
the City; the process going forward for the issuance, inspection, programming and 
tracking of second meters; and the notification of residents who already had 
second meters regarding the process for registering their meters.  10/26/15 @ 7:15 
PM] 

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#288-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY 2017-FY 2021 Capital 
Improvement Plan pursuant to section 5-3 of the Newton City Charter.  [10/01/15 
@ 1:53 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS&SERVICES AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 
#201-15 ALD. SANGIOLO requesting a discussion with the Commissioner of Public 

Buildings, the Commissioner of Parks and Recreation, and the Executive 
Department regarding the condition of the property located at 246 Dudley Road 
(Kennard Estate) and how much, if any, repairs and upgrades will be needed as 
the City relocates the Parks and Recreation Department to that location.  
[09/01/15 @ 4:00 PM] 

 
#200-15 ALD. LAREDO requesting that the Department of Public Works provide an 

update on the creation of a strategic plan for the improvement of streets and 
sidewalks in the City.  [08/13/15 @ 11:20 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROG & SERV AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#141-15 ALD. BROUSAL-GLASER, SANGIOLO, HESS-MAHAN, COTE, NORTON 
AND ALBRIGHT requesting a discussion with the Director of Urban Forestry, a 
representative of the Department of Public Works and a representative of the Law 
Department about tracking and improving the condition of the gas utility 
infrastructure in Newton, new state statutes governing infrastructure repairs, 
coordination of increased repair work with city operations, the status of 
negotiations with National Grid to compensate for tree deaths resulting from gas 



PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE REPORT 
Wednesday, December 9, 2015 

Page 11 
 

leaks, and the possibility of creating a utilities working group to monitor progress 
on these and related issues.  [05/26/15 @ 2:52 PM] 

 
#133-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to enter into negotiations 

for the potential lease on city properties for purposes of third-party construction, 
ownership, and operation of on-site renewable solar energy generation from 
which the City will purchase electric output and/or net metering credits.  
[05/11/15 @ 5:00 PM]  

 ITEM SPLIT INTO PART A AND PART B 
 PART A – APPROVED on 11/16/15 
 PART B – Solar panels mounted on new carport structures at Newton South 

High School and solar panels mounted on new carport structures at the 
Library. HELD on 011/04/15 

 
#100-15 ALD. NORTON, SANGIOLO, LEARY, AND ALBRIGHT requesting that the 

Administration pursue municipal aggregation of energy purchasing with the goals 
of reducing and/or stabilizing electricity costs for resident, businesses and the 
City; and requiring the purchase of Class 1 RECs at some percentage above the 
level required by the Massachusetts Renewable Portfolio Standard.  [04/06/15 @ 
9:12 AM] 

 
#83-15 ALD. CROSSLEY, GENTILE, & ALBRIGHT requesting a discussion and 

update from the Administration on the following energy related items:  status of 
municipal power purchasing contracts for gas and electricity; status of the Power 
Purchase Agreement including solar PV rooftop installations, power offset (cost 
benefit) to date and review of potential future projects; and an update on 
municipal energy consumption including the recent Green Communities report 
filed with the Department of Energy Resources.  [03/26/15 @ 9:19 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUB FACIL, PROG & SERV, AND PS&T COMMITTEES 

#46-15 ALD. JOHNSON & CICCONE, requesting a discussion with the Commissioner 
of Department of Public Works and the School Department to determine and 
discuss parking options including use of school properties based on the current 
municipal parking lot programs including the issuance of permits.  [02/11/15 @ 
1:35 PM] 

 
#328-14  ALD. ALBRIGHT, DANBERG, & LAREDO requesting a review of double 

poles in Newton including a random sampling of ten double poles on the north 
side and ten double poles on the south side of Newton to determine which utility 
is holding up the removal of double poles. [08/19/14 @ 9:16 AM] 

 
#189-14  PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting periodic updates on the Zervas 

Elementary School Project. [04/17/14 @ 10:48 PM] 
 
#188-14 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting periodic updates on the Cabot 

Elementary School Project. [04/17/14 @ 10:48 PM] 
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REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND PUBLIC FACILTIES COMMITTEES 
#119-14  ALD. ALBRIGHT AND CROSSLEY requesting discussion with the Inspectional 

Services Department to explain the development of short and long term plans to 
identify and correct buildings, sidewalks, playgrounds, etc…that do not conform 
to American Disability Act (ADA) standards. The discussion should include 
information on how improvements will be incorporated into the Capital 
Improvement Plan or if less than $75,000 into a comprehensive budget plan to 
correct ADA deficiencies. [03/12/14 @ 4:18 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROG. & SERV AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#36-12 ALD. CROSSLEY & FULLER requesting Home Rule legislation or an ordinance 
to require inspections of private sewer lines and storm water drainage connections 
prior to settling a change in property ownership, to assure that private sewer lines 
are functioning properly and that there are no illegal storm water connections to 
the city sewer mains. 
A) Sewer lines found to be compromised or of inferior construction would have 

to be repaired or replaced as a condition of sale; 
B) Illegal connections would have to be removed, corrected, and re-inspected in 

accordance with current city ordinances and codes, as a condition of sale.  
[01/24/12 @ 8:07 AM] 

 PROG & SERV VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY 6-0 on 11/17/14 
 

REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 
#413-11 ALD. CICCONE, SALVUCCI, GENTILE & LENNON updating the Public 

Facilities and Public Safety & Transportation Committees on the progress of 
renovations to the city’s fire stations.  [11-17-11 @11:07 AM] 

 
#367-09 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting discussion with the Law 

Department on how to resolve the dispute with NStar regarding whose 
responsibility it is to repair the streetlight connection between the manhole and 
the base of the streetlight.  [10/21/09 @ 9:00 PM] 

 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 Deborah Crossley, Chairman 
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Shawna Sullivan

From: Joshua R. Morse
Sent: Thursday, December 03, 2015 11:38 AM
To: Shawna Sullivan
Subject: CO Detectors

Shawna,  
 
I understand the Board was looking for an update on the CO detectors. Although these detectors are not required by 
code in our buildings, after the event that occurred at the Franklin School, we felt it was in the best interest of occupant 
safety to install CO detectors as rapidly as possible. This effort started the day of the event at Franklin School, and at this 
point CO detectors have been installed in every school in the district. These detectors are tied in the fire alarm panel and 
will not only set the alarm off to alert occupants, but emergency dispatch will also be immediately notified. Over the 
next two weeks will be wrapping up the CO detector installations at the Senior Center, Library, and City Hall.  
 
Regards,  
 
Josh Morse 
Building Commissioner 
Public Buildings Department 
City of Newton 
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