
The location of this meeting is handicap accessible and reasonable accommodations will be 

provided to persons requiring assistance.  If you need a special accommodation, please contact 

Jini Fairley, at least two days in advance of the meeting: jfairley@newtonma.gov, or 617-796-

1253.  For Telecommunications Relay Service dial 711. 

 

CITY OF NEWTON 

 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2015 

 

 

7 PM 

Room 211 

 

ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION:  

#336-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to expend twenty-five 

thousand dollars ($25,000) received as a bequest from the Estate of Sylvia R. 

Goldberg to be used by the Newton Council on Aging and the Newton Senior 

Center.  The Council on Aging intends to use the funds to support the creation of 

a marketing campaign to promote programs and services offered by the 

Department of Senior Services and the Senior Center.  [11/30/15 @ 1:11 PM] 

 

#347-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to settle a worker’s 

compensation claim of nine thousand six hundred twenty-three dollars and six 

cents ($9,623.06) from the Workers’ Compensation Trust Fund for loss of 

function as a result of a cervical fusion suffered in a work related injury.  

[12/08/15 @ 9:42 AM] 

 

#338-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of fifty 

thousand dollars ($50,000) from Budget Reserve to the Human Resources 

Department’s Consultants Account to cover the costs associated with the 

development of a safety plan for City Hall and continued sensitivity training for 

City employees.  [11/30/15 @ 1:11 PM] 

 

#339-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of five 

thousand dollars ($5,000) from the Law Department’s Full-time Salaries Account 

to the Law Department’s Legal Services Account to fund the costs associated with 

State Bond Counsel’s investigation into whether or not the City’s planned solar 

installation at the Rumford Avenue Landfill constitutes an immaterial private 

purpose use of State bonds.  [11/30/15 @ 1:11 PM] 

 

REFERRED PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#345-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of fifty-

six thousand dollars ($56,000) from Budget Reserve to the Veterans Department’s 

Veterans Benefits Account to pay the second installment for the purchase of the 

quadrant of graves located in the Newton Cemetery.  [11/30/15 @ 1:11 PM] 
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REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#346-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of one 

hundred fifteen thousand five hundred dollars ($115,000) from Budget Reserve to 

the Public Buildings Department to fund the demolition of the garage and site 

restoration at 525 Winchester Street Newton Highlands.  [11/30/15 @ 1:11 PM] 

 

#340-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a 

United States Food and Drug Administration grant in the amount of three 

thousand dollars ($3,000) to be used for the Health and Human Services 

Environment Health Specialists to complete training in order to become Food and 

Drug Administration Standardized Inspectors.  [11/30/15 @ 1:11 PM] 

 

#341-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to accept and expend a 

United States Food and Drug Administration grant in the amount of twenty 

thousand dollars ($20,000) to be used for the Health and Human Services 

Standards Coordinator to write a community toolkit for designing and 

implementing a municipal food grading system.  [11/30/15 @ 1:11 PM] 

 

#342-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate five hundred 

thousand dollars ($500,000) from CATV Regulation Receipts Reserved for 

Appropriation for the installation of VoIP (Voice Over Internet Protocol) 

Technology, fiber components, and video surveillance and security alarm 

systems, as well as funding the addition of one full-time employee (VoIP/Router 

Specialist) in the Information Technology Department to the following accounts 

 VoIP/Security Project  

 C11103-5795...........................................................$450,000 

 Full-time Salaries 

 0111101-511001 .......................................................$50,000 

  

The Committee will meet jointly with the Zoning & Planning Committee to discuss the below 

item:   

REFERRED TO ZONING & PLANNING AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#344-15 COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending the 

appropriation of seventy-two thousand six hundred fifty-two dollars ($72,652) 

from the Community Preservation Fund’s historic and general reserves to the 

control of the Planning & Development Department for a grant to the New Art 

Center at 61 Washington Park for renovations to its National Register listed 

building that will comply with federal standards for historic rehabilitation.   

 

#335-15 COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE recommending the 

appropriation of one hundred fourteen thousand nine hundred dollars ($114,900) 

from the Community Preservation Fund’s historic and general reserves to the 

School Department to rehabilitate and display all three panels of the Maurice 

Compris mural originally installed in the library of Newton High School in 1936.  

[11/18/15 @ 11:52 AM] 
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#25-15 ALD. GENTILE requesting a discussion regarding the establishment of an 

Investment Advisory Committee to be comprised of the Treasurer, Chief of 

Staff/Chief Financial Officer, Comptroller, Chairman of Finance and three 

residents of the City of Newton.  [01/09/15 @ 1:57 PM] 

 

#337-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting that the Rainy Day Stabilization Fund be 

converted to a formal statutory stabilization fund per Massachusetts General Law 

Chapter 40, Section 5B to improve investment income earnings for the Rainy Day 

Stabilization Fund.  [11/30/15 @ 1:11 PM] 

 

#343-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate three 

hundred eighty-five thousand dollars ($385,000) from Free Cash to the School 

Department Budget to fund the retroactive portion of the Newton Teachers 

Association settlement.  [11/30/15 @ 1:11 PM] 

 

#287-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY 2017-FY 2021 5-Year Financial 

Forecast for Board of Aldermen review/acceptance.  [10/01/15 @ 1:53 PM] 

 
It is the Chairman intention to entertain motions to refer the following items to the 2016 - 
2017 City Council or to vote them  no action necessary:  

 

REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#288-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY 2017-FY 2021 Capital 

Improvement Plan pursuant to section 5-3 of the Newton City Charter.  [10/01/15 

@ 1:53 PM 

 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#223-15 ALD. LAREDO requesting a discussion of the process of licensing the current 

and future use of city building, including:  (a) how licensees may request the use 

of city buildings; (b) the process for determining which licensees will get the use 

of city buildings; (c) how the fees for the use of city buildings are set; and (d) how 

the current process compares to the process for permitting the use of school 

buildings.  [08/13/15 @ 11:20 AM] 

 

#202-15 ALD. SANGIOLO requesting that City of Newton formally accept and/or take all 

necessary steps to accept Mass General Law chapter 149 section 148C, in order to 

qualify full-time, part-time, seasonal, and temporary employees coverage under 

the earned sick time regulation, 940 CMR 33, as approved by the voters of 

Massachusetts in the 2014 Election – Ballot question 4 – Earned Sick Time for 

Employees.  [08/17/15 @4:09 PM] 

 

#190-15 ALD. SANGIOLO requesting a discussion with the Executive Department 

relative to creating a policy to require audio recordings of all meetings of boards 

and commissions and requiring them to be posted to the City’s website, as well as 
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posting of all documentation that is reviewed by boards and commissions and/or 

by their designated City staff member. 

 

#133-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to enter into negotiations 

for the potential lease on city properties for purposes of third-party construction, 

ownership, and operation of on-site renewable solar energy generation from 

which the City will purchase electric output and/or net metering credits.  

[05/11/15 @ 5:00 PM] 

 ITEM SPLIT INTO PART A AND PART B 

 PART A – Ground mounted solar panels at Rumford Avenue landfill, solar 

panels mounted on new carport structures at 60 Elliot Street, all roof mounted 

solar panel locations with the exception of City Hall, which is removed from the 

list of sites for solar panels. – BOA APPROVED on 11/16/15 

 PART B – Solar panels mounted on new carport structures at Newton South 

High School and solar panels mounted on new carport structures at the 

Library. HELD on 11/09/15 

   

REFERRED TO ZONING & PLANNING, LAND USE AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#104-15 ALD. JOHNSON, LAREDO, AND GENTILE requesting a report from the 

Planning Department with the following information:  How many of the 

affordable units developed at Commonwealth Avenue, Pearl Street, and Eddy 

Street qualify to be included on the State’s Subsidized Housing Inventory List.  If 

a property is not currently on the list, what can be done to make it eligible.  

[04/09/15 @ 12:00PM] 

 

#84-15 ALD. GENTILE requesting a discussion with the Newton Community 

Development Foundation (NCDF) regarding their plans for repayment of the 

deferred rental payments and accrued interest on their ground lease with the City 

for the former Warren Junior High School site.  [03/30/15 @ 2:57 PM] 

 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANS AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#465-14 ALD. SANGIOLO, GENTILE AND HARNEY requesting a discussion regarding 

reducing the fee charged to residents for permit parking programs. [11/17/14 @ 

12:40 PM]  

 

#461-14 ALD. FULLER AND JOHNSON requesting a report from the Executive 

Department regarding the current open positions with a report listed by 

Department of the days open, current month/quarter forecasted to fill, and 

candidate pipeline/strategy for hiring.  [11/17/14 @ 9:22 AM] 

 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#455-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR recommending amendment to Chapter 29, Section 

80 Sewer/Storwater use charge. of the City of Newton Ordinances to create a 

storm water rate fee structure based upon square footage of impervious surface 

area.   
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#375-14(6) HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting that Sec. 17-6 Fees for building, 

electrical, gas and plumbing permits. of the Revised Ordinances of the City of 

Newton, 2012 be amended by deleting the section and inserting the following in 

to take effect July 1, 2015: 

CERTIFICATION OF USE AND OCCUPANCY FEE SCHEDULE 

2. Condominium Certificate of Inspection (not required for $100.00 

new construction) 

FEE AMENDMENT HELD PENDING ACTION ON DOCKET ITEMS 

#102-11 AND #95-11 

 

REFERRED TO ZONING & PLANNING AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#315-14  ALD. HESS-MAHAN, ALBRIGHT, CROSSLEY AND DANBERG proposing 

an amendment to Chapter 2 of the City of Newton Ordinances setting forth 

requirements for procurement of materials and services by non-governmental 

recipients of federal, state or local funds administered by the City, such as CDBG 

and CPA funds.  In order to encourage non-profit and other private organizations 

to participate in affordable housing, cultural and other public-private 

collaborations, such procurement requirements should accommodate the needs of 

non-governmental recipients for flexibility given the multiple public and private 

sources of funds necessary for any project by not placing undue or unreasonable 

burdens on them. [08/04/14 @ 5:08PM] 

 

REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#216-14 ALD. HESS-MAHAN, ALBRIGHT, BAKER, CROSSLEY, NORTON AND 

SANGIOLO proposing the following amendments to Chapter 12 Health and 

Human Services of the Revised Ordinances to:  

 require owners of dwellings requiring a Certificate of Habitability under 

Section 12-1 and real estate agents/brokers who receive compensation in 

connection with the particular real estate transaction to notify the 

Commissioner of Health and Human Services whenever an apartment, 

tenement, or room in a lodging house is vacated by the occupant or when an 

area in an existing building is converted to a condominium prior to being 

reoccupied by a new tenant, lodger or occupant;  

 require educational institutions to disclose addresses of undergraduates living 

off-campus in Newton;  

 require a fee for certification; and  

 impose a fine for violation of these provisions. [05/14/14 @11:51 AM] 

 

REFERRED TO LAND USE AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#49-14 LAND USE COMMITTEE requesting discussion with the Chief Financial 

Officer and the Chief Information Officer regarding the critical need to implement 

technology which enables the development, management and use of shared, 

searchable, mobile-accessed (both read and write) database which contains parcel-

based information that can be accessed by all city departments (including 

Planning, Inspectional Services (ISD), Assessing, Engineering, Fire, Police, 
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Health), the Board of Aldermen and the community.  This technology must 

support the work of ISD and other departments in both the office and the field to 

more effectively and efficiently monitor and enforce compliance with approved 

special permits and other related Board Orders.  [02/10/14 @ 6:47 PM] 

 

#34-14 ALD. FULLER requesting a discussion with the Executive Office regarding the 

current status and challenges related to the City of Newton pension and retiree 

healthcare (OPEB) systems.  [01/11/14 @ 5:22 PM] 

 

REFERRED TO FINANCE AND PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE 

#402-13 ALD. FULLER, GENTILE, RICE and LINSKY requesting a Home Rule Petition 

to amend Article 9 of the Charter to clarify that Neighborhood Area Councils 

shall maintain and control their own financial accounts and records, independent 

of City finances; and to further clarify that such independent financial accounts 

and records shall remain subject to City audit.  [10/28/13 @ 10:18 AM] 

 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#41-13 ALD. CROSSLEY, FULLER AND SALVUCCI requesting a discussion with the 

administration to review how the city inventories, plans for, budgets and accounts 

for needed smaller capital expenditures (currently set at under $75,000), which 

are excluded from the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP); how to make these non-

CIP capital maintenance items visible, and how to integrate them with the overall 

planning, CIP, and budgeting processes.  [01/14/13 @ 5:02 PM] 

 

REFERRED TO ZONING & PLANNING, LAND USE & FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#273-12 ALD. CROSSLEY & HESS-MAHAN requesting a restructuring and increase in 

fees for permits charged by the Inspectional Services Department and fees 

charged by the Planning Department and City Clerk to assure that fees are both 

sufficient to fund related services provided and simple to administer. 

 

REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#185-12 ALD. BAKER, BLAZAR, SANGIOLO, LINSKY, ALBRIGHT & DANBERG 

requesting that the Board of Aldermen adopt a RESOLUTION to His Honor the 

Mayor asking that, when the Mayor seeks future Board approval for bonding the 

cost of additional capital facilities or equipment for the schools, he include in that 

funding request, as well as in the city-wide Capital Improvement Plan, the 

estimated costs needed for funding the capital technology needs of the Newton 

Schools, including the appropriate portions of the estimated project costs of the 

School Committee's three-year district-wide technology plan not anticipated to be 

funded by the Information Technology Department budget; the anticipated 

technology grants from Boston College for the elementary schools; and/or 

estimated revenue from the E-rate Technology Reimbursement Program.   

 PROGRAMS & SERVICES APPROVED 6-0 on 07/11/12 
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REFERRED TO ZONING AND PLANNING AND FINANCE COMMITTES 

#102-11 ALD. HESS-MAHAN, JOHNSON, COMMISSIONER LOJEK, AND 

CANDACE HAVENS requesting an amendment to Chapter 17 to establish a fee 

for filing a notice of condo conversion. [03-29-11 @ 4:55PM] 

 ZONING & PLANNING APPROVED 6-0 on 6/10/13 

 

REFERRED TO ZONING AND PLANNING AND FINANCE COMMITTES 

#95-11 ALD. HESS-MAHAN proposing an ordinance requiring that a notice of 

conversion to condominium ownership be filed with the Inspectional Services 

Department and that the property be inspected to determine compliance with all 

applicable provisions of the state and local codes, ordinances and the rules and 

regulations of all appropriate regulatory agencies.  [03-24-11 @ 9:30AM] 

 ZONING & PLANNING APPROVED 6-0 on 6/10/13 

 

REFERRED TO LAND USE & FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#276-10 ALD. FULLER, CROSSLEY, DANBERG, LINSKY requesting a review of 

guidelines for mitigation fund provisions to maximize the use of such funds on 

behalf of the city together with mechanisms by which the city can better track 

such funds to ensure they are used in a timely fashion. 

 

REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#257-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending (1) review of the Fees, Civil 

Fines/Non-Criminal Disposition contained in Chapter 17 LICENSING AND 

PERMITS GENERALLY and Chapter 20 CIVIL FINES/NON-CRIMINAL 

DISPOSITION CIVIL FINES to ensure they are in accordance with what is being 

charged and (2) review of the acceptance of G.L. c. 40 §22F, accepted on July 9, 

2001, which allows certain municipal boards and officers to fix reasonable fees for 

the issuance of certain licenses, permits, or certificates. 

 

#248-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending that ARTICLE IV. 

PURCHASES AND CONTRACTS, Secs. 2-182 through 2-205, be amended to 

make it consistent with state law. 

 

#247-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending that Chapter 18 MEMORIAL 

FUNDS AND TRUSTS be reviewed relative to the consequences and practices of 

special legislation passed by the General Court in 2007, Chapter 75 of the Acts of 

2007, in which the City sought and was granted an exemption from G.L. Chapter 

44 §54, which intent was to allow the City greater flexibility in terms of 

investments.  

 

  Respectfully submitted, 

 

  Leonard J. Gentile, Chairman 
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    City of Newton 
 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT 

             

Josh Morse, Building Commissioner 

Telephone (617) 796-1600 

FAX (617) 796-1601 

TTY: (617) 796-1608 

52 ELLIOT STREET 

NEWTON HIGHLANDS, MA 02461-1605 
                 Setti D. Warren 
             Mayor 

 

November 20, 2015 

 

Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

Newton City Hall 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue 

Newton Centre, MA 02459 

 

 

RE:   Summary of the  Demolition of the Garage and site restoration at 525 Winchester Street, Newton Highlands 

  

The Public Buildings Department requests the sum of $115,500.00 to fund the Demolition of the Garage and site 

 restoration at 525 Winchester Street, Newton Highlands. 

 

This project was a result of the negotiations with the Recreation Commission to allow the Fire Department to place the 

firefighters and equipment from the old Fire Station #10 to a temporary site during the construction of the new fire station. 

As part of the negotiations, Recreation Commission requested the garage building on this site would either be fully 

renovated for Recreation Department activities use or torn down and the site returned to green Recreational Space.  

At the time of the creation of the Fire Station #10 construction budget, no determination was made as to the final 

dispensation of the garage, therefore, no funds were placed in the budget for this garage. It was hoped that through tight 

fiscal management of the project budget, potential funds would become available for this purpose.  

 

However, through an oversight, no mention of work to be done at this site was included in the Bond Sale Request, 

preventing the Public Buildings Department from using funds that are currently available in the construction budget  as 

the project is now in the closeout stage. 

 

The building is currently housing a carpenter shop as well as providing a storage site of building materials for the Public 

Buildings Department. Due to the building being demolished the Public Buildings Department will have to move the 

Carpentry Shop and some of items stored to our facility located at 52 Elliot Street. Minor modifications to the Public 

Buildings Department Garage area will be required. 

 

It is the intent of the Public Buildings Department to turn back the above total of $115,500.00 from the Fire Station #10 

construction project contingency to the Budget Reserve Fund and request additional funds to cover the following:  

 

Demolition of Existing Building and Site Restoration:      $  53,400.00 

Disposal of materials stored that are no longer required, obsolete or hazardous:      43,775.00    

Moving of Carpentry Shop and required stored materials from Winchester Street:        7,825.00    

Modifications to existing Public Buildings Department Garage:          5,000.00   

Contingency:                5,500.00   

  Total         $115,500.00   

 



 

 

 Should you have any questions regarding the above, please feel free to contact my office. 

 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Josh Morse 

Public Buildings Commissioner     
 

cc:  Maureen Lemieux, Chief Financial Officer 

       Alex Valcarce, Deputy Commissioner 

       Dori Zaleznik, Chief Admin Officer 
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              City of Newton 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Community Preservation Committee 
Funding Recommendation for 

NEW ART CENTER PRESERVATION PLANNING 
date: 3 December 2015 

from: Community Preservation Committee 

to: The Honorable Board of Aldermen 

PROJECT GOALS & ELIGIBILITY 
The New Art Center’s building on Washington Park in Newtonville is a former church, originally constructed in 
1872 and used in the twentieth century by a neighborhood women’s club and after City acquisition, by Newton 
Junior College. This project will produce conceptual and schematic designs for making this historic building 
accessible, energy-efficient, and usable for the Center’s full range of current and planned future programs. All 
work proposed will meet the federal rehabilitation standards for historic buildings, as required to qualify both 
for funding under the Community Preservation Act (CPA) and for historic tax credits.  
This building’s individual listing on the National Register of Historic Places makes it eligible for CPA funding. 

RECOMMENDED FUNDING  
On 5 November 2015 by a vote of 6-0 (members Michael Clarke, Joel Feinberg and Richard Kronish absent) the 
Community Preservation Committee recommended appropriating $72,652 from the Community Preservation 
Fund’s fund balance and reserves for historic resources, and general fund balance, to the Planning & 
Development Dept., for a grant to the New Art Center for the overall purposes summarized in this budget: 

 

website   www.newtonma.gov/cpa 
contact  Alice E. Ingerson, Community Preservation Program Manager  

email  aingerson@newtonma.gov     phone  617.796.1144 

Preserving the Past    Planning for the Future 

Setti D. Warren 
Mayor 

 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Department of Planning and Development 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 
 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1120 

Telefax 
(617) 796-1142 

TDD/TTY 
(617) 796-1089 

www.newtonma.gov 
 

James Freas, 
Acting Director 
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3 December 2015, Newton CPC Funding Recommendation for New Art Center p. 2 of 2 
 

SPECIAL ISSUES CONSIDERED BY THE CPC 

Historic Preservation Standards     The Center’s planning to date has focused on the functional and 
programming needs its building must meet, rather than on historic preservation per se. The CPC asked that the 
Center’s RFPs and contracts be approved by the Planning Dept.’s historic preservation staff, to ensure that the 
project meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties 
(www.nps.gov/tps/standards.htm). Compliance with these Standards is required for CPA eligibility and to make 
any future construction based on the results of the current project eligible for historic tax credits. 

The CPC also asked the Center to work with CPC staff to determine whether the grant agreement for this 
project should make completion of the Center’s Strategic Plan a condition for the initial release of CPA funds, 
or whether instead the partly CPA-funded preservation architect should be hired in time to participate in 
finalizing the Strategic Plan. The Center has indicated it is willing to consider both options. 

Project Budgeting & Purchasing     As suggested by the CPC, the base for the budget contingency on page 1 
of this recommendation now excludes the cost of already completed plans. Since the anticipated cost of 
architectural and estimation services exceeds the CPA funding request, CPC staff should work with the Center 
and the City’s Chief Purchasing Officer to design the most efficient possible process for purchasing these 
professional services with a combination of public and private funds. 

ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS (funding conditions) 
1. The CPC assumes that all recommended funds will be appropriated within 6 months, and the project will 

be completed within 18 months, after the date of this recommendation. If either deadline cannot be met, 
the New Art Center should request an extension of that deadline in writing from the CPC. 

2. In addition to other provisions usual in CPA grant agreements for Newton, the agreement for this project 
should  
♦ require Planning staff approval of RFPs prior to distribution, and contracts prior to execution, for 

consultant services –to ensure that both design and construction work on the Center’s building is 
eligible for both CPA funding and for historic tax credits 

♦ specify conditions for the initial release of CPA funds (possibly including completion of the Strategic 
Plan) 

♦ specify the procedures that will be used to combine public and private funds for purchasing the 
professional services needed to complete the project 

♦ specify conditions for releasing the final 10% of CPA funds, including an in-person and written final 
report to the CPC 

3. Any CPA funds appropriated but not used for the purposes stated herein will be returned to the Newton 
Community Preservation Fund. 

KEY OUTCOMES 
The Community Preservation Committee will evaluate this project based on how well it meets all the 
conditions listed above. 

ATTACHMENTS 
(delivered to the clerks of the Public Facilities, Programs & Services and Finance Committees) 

• Copy of CPC project webpage, with links to additional information:  
www.newtonma.gov/gov/planning/cpa/projects/new_art_ctr.asp 

• Proposal and presentation by the New Art Center to the CPC, October-November 2015 

#344-15
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The experience of art belongs to all human beings.  

It helps people build community, and live fuller lives.  

Students participating in the arts have better academic performance and lower dropout rates. 

At-risk students with access to arts have better academic results, job opportunities, and higher 
community engagement. 

Community-based cultural programs reduce long-term care risk factors for those over 65. 

Building livable communities for people of all ages helps the region prepare for rapidly aging 
populations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Source:  It Works. Work It… Mass. Cultural Council, 2016 

New Art Center        CPC Preservation Planning Proposal 

Presented 5 November 2015 

2

The New Art Center’s historic building 
needs preservation and renewal. 

ADA provisions are not implementable. 

New Art Center        CPC Preservation Planning Proposal 

#344-15
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The New Art Center’s historic building needs 
preservation and renewal. 

Systems throughout the building are stretched 
to the maximum and patched together.  

33333333333333333333333

New Art Center        CPC Preservation Planning Proposal 
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The New Art Center’s historic building 
needs preservation and renewal. 

Rooms are inadequate for teaching 
purposes and restrict our ability to 
develop new offerings.  

New Art Center        CPC Preservation Planning Proposal 

#344-15



5

Organizational strategic plan in development, due February 2016 

Board, staff and consultants TDC are building a new vision, strategy, goals and objectives for the 
Center which in turn will drive planning in many areas: 

Fundraising plan 

Long-range financial plan 

Facilities plan 

Education program development plan 

New Art Center        CPC Preservation Planning Proposal 

6

Facilities Plan: the purpose of this proposal 

The building and many systems require substantial upgrades to accommodate ADA requirements, 
building codes, sustainability, maintenance & function.  

The work will trigger compliance with MA Architectural Access Board regulations. 

NAC has already commissioned a Systems Replacement Plan (2010) and an envelope assessment 
(2014) by independent engineers. 

New Art Center        CPC Preservation Planning Proposal 
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Facilities Plan 

Additional inputs required for design process:  

Existing Conditions Survey (to incorporate existing envelope study)  

Needs assessment: integrate conditions with life safety, code compliance, regulatory 
constraints & efficient operation to determine priorities. 

Feasibility study: integrate needs with budget and organizational goals; determine priorities 
for  design project.  

New Art Center        CPC Preservation Planning Proposal 
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Facilities Plan 

Procurement of design services 

Develop scope-of-work: integrate all above elements to define scope of design project.  

Selection process: prepare qualifications and RFP/RFQ; advertise and otherwise recruit 
bidders; pre-bid meeting; analyze, rank, interview respondents. Select vendor through City 
of Newton Purchasing process.  

Initial design phases 

Conceptual Design: Designer produces initial designs to address critical goals, regulatory 
and code requirements.  

Schematic Design: Refine concept into priceable designs 

Estimation 

Engage professional construction estimator to price designs 

New Art Center        CPC Preservation Planning Proposal 
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Fundraising & Implementation 

Planning project will provide documentation necessary to raise funds for construction.  

Potential sources of construction funds:  

CPC  

Mass Cultural Council Cultural Facilities Funds 

Equity- or income-backed funding (deed amendment needed to secure ownership.   

Capital campaign focused on NAC donors.  

New Art Center        CPC Preservation Planning Proposal 
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Project Budget 

Systems Replacement Plan (Completed 2010)   $   8,512 
Detailed Envelope Survey (Completed 2014)    $  8,909 

Existing Conditions Survey     $  6,000 
Needs Assessment      $  6,000 
Feasibility Study      $  2,500 

Purchasing requirements research    $     500 
Selection process for designer/architect services   $  2,300 
Selection process for estimator services    $     500 

Conceptual Design:  
     dependent on needs assessment, completed by hired architect  $25,000 
Schematic Design Development,  
     architectural & engineering fees for architect & consultants  $45,000 

Construction estimation     $  4,000 
Project Management support services    $  2,500 
Contingency @ 3% (based on subtotal of $111,721)   $  3,352 

TOTAL USES     $115,073 

New Art Center        CPC Preservation Planning Proposal 
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Rec'd 5 pm, 30

September 2015

City ofNewton 

Setti D. Warren 
Mayor 

Newton, Massachusetts Community Preservation Program 

FUNDING REQUEST 

D PRE-PROPOSAL 0 PROPOSAL 

Last updated December 2014. 

For full instructions, see www.newtonma.gov/cpa or contact us: 

Community Preservation Program Manager, 

{For staff use) 
date rec'd: 

City of Newton Planning & Development Department, 1000 Commonwealth Ave., Newton, MA 02459 
aingerson@newtonma.gov 617.796.1144 

You may adjust the space for each question, but the combined answers to all questions on this page must fit on this page. 

New Art Center- Preservation Planning 

New Art Center in Newton, 61 Washington Park, Newtonville, MA 02460 

Email Phone. 

Dan Elias, Executive dan@newartcenter.org 617-964-3424 
Director, New Art Center 

A. CPA funds requested: 

$72,652 

B. Other funds to be used: 

$42,421 

Mailing address 

61 Washington Park, 
Newtonville, MA 02460 

C. Total project cost (A+B): 

$115,073 

""W!II!III Summarize the_project's main tasks, components or features, and why you believe it is eligible for CPA fu.nds. 
You niay provide more infbrmation in attachments, but your-SUMMAR.Y MUST FJT IN THE SPACE BELOW. 

The New Art Center is requesting a grant to help fund a planning process for preservation and rehabilitation of our 
storic building at 61 Washington Park. The existing building, while in need of work, is what binds us to our 

munity, offering a warm and unique space centrally located in a supportive neighborhood. We see great potential 
r improving and growing our organization, as the supporting documents will show, in our current space. The 

posed planning process will result in a set of schematic designs with which the NAC will estimate costs and solicit 
l rnrltr;:~ctor bids. With these documents in hand, we will be able to approach Newton's CPC, the MA CFF, private 

undations and individuals with studied and fact-based data for what will be an extensive capital campaign and long­
renovation of our building. We understand that if the CPC awards us a grant for this planning process that it is 

n no way committing to fund any portion of the larger building project expected to follow. Upon completion of the 
anning, and with a clear and realistic building budget in hand, we will launch a capital campaign fundraising effort. 

are in the soft phase of our fund raising efforts, and have several interested funders, good prospects and $150,000 
itted to date. 

With MCC funding, we have completed a Systems Replacement Plan and other repairs to the building: switching 
m oil to gas heat, replacing leaky, inefficient windows, installing an accessible bathroom and repairing the ramp on 
front entrance of the building. This proposal builds on those critical upgrades to make the building safe, efficient, 

'"uu-_,,,·ble and ready to serve all our patrons. Earlier this year we conducted a building envelope assessment with 
•nr'""'·a funding. We have postponed repairs based on these findings until a more thorough planning process is 

ete, due in large part to feedback we received from the Mass Cultural Council that our argument for funding this 
rk would be more successful as part of a more informed long-term plan. 
As a first step, the NAC has hired (with its own funds) Technical Development Corporation (TDC} to create a strategic 

an for the organization to include goals for the facility, which will in turn inform the existing conditions survey, needs 
and ultimate design project, should we receive CPC planning funds. We have attached the status of this 

tegic planning process to-date. 
The resulting assessments from this planning process will determine our building's condition, problems, zoning 
ues and City of Newton and historical rehabilitation requirements as well as an ADA review and a cost analysis of the 

ecessary work. Conceptual and schematic design phases are the bulk of the costs, as an architect and associated 
pecialists develop and refine designs to insure that the project can be achieved. A feasibility analysis will act as a check 

ambitions. 
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You may adjust the space for each question, but the combined answers to all questions on this page must fit on this page. 

New Art Center- Preservation Planning 

preserve 

Prbvide a brief quote and citation (plan title, year, page number) showing hoy. this project ni~ets 'needs 
already recognized in at least 2 community-wide plans with links under Guidelines & Forms on 
w~.n~wtonm'a .gov/cpa. You may also Jist other community-bimefits not mention!!d in any plan.· . . 

proposed planning process for preservation and rehabilitation of the New Art Center building at 61 Washington 
Park, Newtonville, serves community needs as outlined by the following citations, making it very clear that our goal 
of using and sustaining an existing structure and adapting it for current use fit well into the City's Comprehensive 
Plan and the Newton Historic Preservation Design Guidelines: 

Adaptive reuse of historic buildings: Comprehensive Plan, 2007, page 9-8: "Recycling "used buildings" and "used 
land" is critical for achieving the sustainability and smart growth goals articulated for Newton in this Plan. Historic 
buildings and landscapes are already used throughout the City for affordable housing, economic development, and 
recreation. Ironically, many of these uses are not recognized as historic preservation or adaptive reuse, perhaps 
because these projects depend less on preservation regulations and review than on proactive planning and 
voluntary actions by property owners, buyers, tenants, developers, and nonprofit organizations, who have quietly 
chosen to treat history as a valuable economic and environmental asset." 

1
===.:..==-<'-'-. Newt on Histor ic Preservation Design Guidelines: Sustainability, page 1: "The preservation of historic 
buildings and sites plays a key role in the protection of cultural resources and community character, promoting 
social sustainability." 

Newton Historic Preservation Design Guidelines: Sustainability, page 2: 
"An added benefit to historic buildings is that they are intrinsically "green" with substantially lower environmental 
impact than new construction. Since historic buildings and structures already exist, the energy required to fabricate 
the lumber, bricks and details was expended in the past. New construction often includes demolition of existing 
buildings, with construction waste f illing approximately 25% to 30% of landfills, in addition to waste associated with 
the fabrication of new construction materials. The most appropriate materials for the majority of preservation 
projects are often historic materials that are more sustainable than non-biodegradable manufactured products 
such as vinyl and plastics." 

Heritage Landscapes Report for Newton: Village Centers and their Defining Features, p. 17: "During the Hll 
meetings, there was strong sentiment that the villages remain as the core of Newton's character and that all 
villages should be considered heritage landscapes. Each is valued for its small human scale, although each has a mix 
of residential and commercial properties." And "Most neighborhoods, ... are an amalgamation of architectural 
styles reflecting all periods of their history. This "evolving" character is an important feature to Newton residents 
who state that they are concerned about substantial ch that obliterate ne borhood character." 

COMMUNITY 
CONTACTS 

List 3 Newton residents or organizations willing ~nd able to comment on the project and its manager's 

qual!fications. No more than 1 should be a s~perVisor, e~ployee or ~urrent'work co lleague of the project manager 

or sponsor. Consult stat{ orit~e communi!¥ contacts required for your specific proposal. 

Name & t itle or ization Eniail · Phone · ·. Maili address 

Emily Norton, Alderman, Ward 2 

Claire Sokoloff, former chair, 
Newton School Commit tee 

Lisa Monahan, Chair of NAC 
Board, trained architect 

NON-CPA FUNDING 

Private donors 

Mass. Cultural Council 

emily@emilynorton.org 

clasok@aol.com 

lisa@lisamonahan.com 

Source of Funds 

$38A21 

617-795-0362 

617-527-2219 

617-964-4723 

Amount 

58 Prescott Street, Newton, MA 

41 Oxford Road, Newton Centre, 
MA02459 

1105 Walnut St., Newton, MA 
02461 

Status of Funding 
ov.,,, ... ,,.. confirm 

Expended or Confirmed 

Expended 

#344-15



You may adjust the space for each question, but the combined answers to all questions on this page must fit on this page. 
Full proposals must include separate, detailed budgets in addition to this page. 

Systems Replacement Plan (Completed 2010) $ 8,512 

Detailed Envelope Survey (Completed 2014) $ 8,909 

Existing Condit ions Su $ 6,000 

Needs Assessment $ 6,000 

Feasibility Study $ 2,500 

Purchasing uirements research $ 500 

Selection process for designer/architect services $ 2,300 

$ 500 

hired architect $25,000 

architectural & e $45,000 

Construction estimation $ 4,000 

Project Management support services $ 2,500 

$ 3,352 
D. TOTAL USES (should equal C. on page 1 and E. below) $115,073 

Sources of Funds 

CPC (Requested) $72,652 

Massachusetts Cultural Council Cultural Facilities Fund (Expended) $4,000 

New Art Center Private donors (Expended) $13,421 

New Art Center private donor (Confirmed) $25,000 

E. TOTAL SOURCES (should equal D. above) $115,073 

SUMMARY ANNUAL OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE BUDGET (cannot use CPA funds) 

Uses of Funds · 
Janitorial Expense $15,500 

Building and Liability Insurance $15,500 

Repairs and maintenance $27,000 

Building supplies $ 1,500 

F. TOTAL ANNUAL COST (should equa l G. below) $59,000 

Sources of Funds 

Earned annual revenue of $820,000 from classes $59,000 

G. TOTAL ANNUAL FUNDING (should equal F. above) $59,000 

Project TIMELINE Phase or Task Season & Year 

Existing conditions survey and needs assessment Dec- Jan 2015-2016 

Feasibility study and purchasing requirements research Jan 2016 

Completing procurement for designer/architect services March 2016 

Conceptual design April- Jul 2016 

Schematic design development and Construction Estimation Jun - Aug 2016 

#344-15



Attachments outlined in red above are available on the CPC's webpage for this project, but have
been omitted from the materials accompanying the CPC recommendation to the Board of
Aldermen. The project webpage is:
www.newtonma.gov/gov/planning/cpa/projects/new_art_ctr.asp

Project TITLE 

REQUIRED 

New Art Center- Preservation Planning 

Att 1 

Att 1 

Check off submitted attachments here. 
**Attachment numbers in check~boxes** 

PHOTOS of existing site or resource conditions (2-3 photos may be enough) 

MAP of site in relation to nearest major roads (omit if project has no site} 

PROJECT FINANCES printed and as computer spreadsheets; with both uses & sources of funds 

detailed budget 
attachments 

REQUIRED 

REQUIRED 

OPTIONAL 

REQUIRED 

REQUIRED 

OPTIONAL 

Att 2 

Att 3 

Att 4 

Att 5 

development pro forma/capital budget AND timeline: include total cost, hard vs. soft costs 
and contingencies, and project management- amount and cost of time from contractors or 
staff (in-kind contributions by existing staff must also be costed} All budget information 
included on page 3 of proposal formj additional narrative provided. 

operating/maintenance budget, projected separately for each of the next 10 years 
(CPA funds may not be used for operations or maintenance) 

non-CPA funding: commitment letters, letters of inquiry to other funders, fund raising plans, 
etc., including both cash and est. dollar value of in-kind contributions 

purchasing of goods & services: briefly summarize sponsor's understanding of applicable 
state statutes and Cit olicies 

SPONSOR FINANCES & QUALIFICATIONS 

for sponsoring department or organization, most recent annual operating budget (revenue 
Att 6 & expenses} & financial statement (assets & liabilities}; each must include both public (City) 

and private resources ("friends" organizations, fundraising, etc.} 

Att 7 for project manager: relevant training & track record of managing similar projects 

Att sl LEITERS of SUPPORT I from Newton residents, organizations, or businesses 

For all historic resources projects, see separate instructions for 3 
HISTORIC 

Att 9 SIGNIFICANCE attachments analyzing historic significance and significant features, and 
showing how project meets national preservation standards 

SITE CONTROL, VALUE & DEED RESTRICTIONS 

Att 10 deed (confirming proposal sponsor's control of site} 

Att 5 owner's agreement to a permanent deed restriction for historic preservation 

ADDITIONAL ATIACHMENTS 

A 
11 

Systems Replacement Plan {SRP) and Envelope Analysis (2010, Funded by Massachusetts 
tt Cultural Council grant} 

Att 12 Current Strategic Planning Process Status 
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New Art Center Accessibility and Preservation Pre-Proposal to 
Newton Community Preservation Committee- Photos 

Figure 1: Exterior of Main Gallery's stained glass windows 

31 May 2013 
page 1 or 11 
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New Art Center Accessibility and Preservation Pre-Proposal to 
Newton Community Pr,eservatlon Committee- Photos 

Figure 2: Exterior of ELVAS studio orchltecturol de Iolii 

31 May 2013 

page 2of 11 
New Art Center Accessibility and Preservation Pre-Proposal to 
Newton Community Preservation Committee- Photos 

Figure 3: El VAS studio is 1101 handicapped accessible 

31 May 2013 
page 3 of 11 
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New An Center Accessibility and Preservation Pre-Proposal to 
Newton Community Preservation Committee- Photos 

31 May2013 
page4 of 11 

New Art Center Accessibility and Preservation Pre-Proposal to 
Newton Community Preservation Committee- Photos 

Fisure 5: M all\ Gallery Interior, noors in need of repair 

31 May2013 
pageS of 11 
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New A.rt Center Accessibility and Preservation Pre-Proposal to 
Newton Community Preservation Committee- Photos 

Figure 6: ln te(iOr of Mall\ Gallery's stained glass windows 

31 May 2013 
page 6 ofll 

New Art Center Accessibility and Preservation Pre-Proposal to 
Newton Community Preservation Committee- Photos 

31 May2013 
page 7 of 11 
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New Art Center Accessibility and Preservat ion Pre-Proposal to 
Newton Community Preservation Committee- Photos 

Figure 8 : Lower studio interior 

31 May2013 
page Sol ll 

N~ Art Center Accessibility and Preservation Pre-Proposal to 
Newton Commurlity Preservation Committee- Photos 

Flgur<> 9 : Driveway whkh needs 10 be repaved 

31May 2013 
page9 of 11 
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New Art Center Accessibility and Preservation Pre-Proposal to 

Newton Community Preservation Committee - Photos 
31 May2013 
page lOot 11 

New Art Center Accessibility and Preservation Pre-Proposal to 
Newton Community Preservation Committee - Photos 

Figure II : Exterior of Moin Gallery an1 tow"r 

31May2013 
page 11 olll 
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New Art Center 
Supplemental Materials to the CPC, Attachment 2 
October 1, 2015 

Project Budget Narrative AND timeline 

This narrative refers to the budget summary on page 3 of the proposal form. That page includes 
all available budget information, so no separate budget attachment has been provided. The 
following is an explanation of each item, along with the expected timeline for each item. 

Systems Replacement Plan: Completed in 2010, please see attachment 11 of this proposal. 

Detailed Envelope Survey: Completed in 2014, please see attachment 11 of this proposal. 

To Be Completed December 2015- January 2016: 

Existing Conditions Survey: Look at each element of the building and the property it sits on to 
compile an inventory of the observed condition. A room-by-room walk through would be 
completed, looking at building systems, in-place construction and its condition. 
Needs Assessment: Review the findings of the existing conditions survey and prioritize the 
conditions for life safety, code compliance, and efficient building operation. Review the goals 
and how the existing condition needs to be addressed to accomplish them. This would include 
the physical condition and any regulatory constraints. 

To Be Completed Januarv. 2016: 
Feasibility Study: Using the information obtained from the existing conditions survey and 
review of goals, make determinations about the success of accomplishing the noted goal(s). 
Factors to be examined in addition the physical building are zoning, historical limitations and 
budget constraints. 
Purchasing Requirement s Research: Review the City of Newton requirements for purchasing 
goods and services when municipal funds are used in a design and construction project. 

To Be Completed March 2016: 

Selection Process for designer, architect and estimator: Prepare a request for proposalsfrom 
each of the above noted professionals to provide a specific set of documents necessary to 
complete the planning process. Steps would be: complete the written RFP; advertise the 
request, respond to any questions related to the request; hold a pre- bid meeting to review the 
building with respondents; receive bid proposals, analyze, rank and set up interviews with 
selected respondents; choose final vendors; execute contracts. 

To Be Completed April - June 2016: 

Conceptual Design: Work with the selected designer/architect to lay out the desired goals and 
address any code issues. 

To Be Completed June - August 2016: 

Schematic Design: Refine the concepts to ensure the building and the budget can support 
them. Ensure what is shown can be bui lt physically as well as financially. The architect will 
provide some in-house budget analysis. Secure a third party independent estimator. 
Construction Est imation: Prepare an independent estimation of project costs to confirm the 
desired goals as detailed can be supported by the project budget or use the information to 
establish and refine a budget. 
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New Art Center Facilities and Utilities Expense projections, 2016-2025 

&p.nM 

&300 · FKllltles Expenu 

MtO • J.ani~l Exptn ... 

6)20 • 8ulidlng & llAb:clty Insurance 

6330 • Re.pafn 4 M•lnt~arte• 

63AO • $ulf<G~~ 

&~So· Fa.c:iJilln licence & Permits 

1310 · otflia Sldtage 

Sub.cotlf or F.clillltiM b(l4nH 

6370 • Oopf.xp · CA 

T<JC .. 6300 · F•ollltlt$ E:w;PMJ• 

6.400 • Utll liH bl)t'Me 
6410· Electricity 

1-430· Telephone 

&c40 • W<tl•dSe:wtt 

6450 ·Gil$ a~nn 

Tot1l kOO • Utllilies Expcmu 

Total Ex,.nM 

NOTES: 
1J Plf FY 2016 budge1 

2016 1 

16,500.00 
15,800.00 
20,000.00 

4.300.00 
100.00 

1.320.00 
57,820.00 
45,000.00 

102.820.00 

9 ,10000 
4 ,100.00 
2.500.00 
8,200.00 

23.900.00 
126,720.00 

%+1· 2017 

0 .0 16.500.00 
5.0 16,380.00 
3.0 20.600.00 
3.0 4,429.00 

00 100.00 
0.0 1.320.00 
3% 59,329.00 

--:3.0 43,650.00 

~ 102,979.00 

6 .0 9,646.00 

3 .0 4,223.00 
3.0 2,575.00 
6.0 8,692.00 

S% 25.138.00 
1·.4 128,115.00 

l) Atler ,.novtdon, cos.ts tev.n to dmbltli •• prwioullr. 

%•1~ 2018 

0.00 16.500.00 
5.00 17.199.00 
3.00 21.218.00 
3.00 4,551.87 

0.00 100.00 

0.00 1.320.00 

~ 60.898.87 
-3.00 42,340.50 

~ 103,239.37 

6 .00 10.224.76 

3 .00 4 ,349.69 
3.00 2,652.25 
6.00 9.213.52 

6% 26.4<0.22 
1% 129,679.59 

4) After 20 )'U,..'InUNM ... total is atll Y{fiJ wlthfA HAC't" C~t)' tO fund lhrOUOf\ 1\lhiOM. 

NS: Sl,.c..o the ptHtftt proopotflll• fot CIIIMff'l9 •nd nMds ~pis., tl'la aeopo 
and n.wtt 01 ronovat1ona n.atV4: 1:101 ~c b«n cJ'9Wmireocl. Tilt ~reuo tn 
~OEion •xpense asaurnes • c.os.t of renovatlotla equllllo tne pres11nt 
.... , "''h•• of 1M buildinG. 

%+1· 2019 2) %+1· 

20.00 19,800.00 0.00 
7.00 18.•02.93 5.00 

·50.00 10,609.00 3.00 
10.00 5,018.06 3.00 
0.00 100.00 000 

·100.00 0 .00 0.00 

~ 
53,929.99 ~ 94,681 .00 ·3.00 

~ 138.610.99 r--:!!! 

·10.00 9,202.28 6.00 
3 .00 4 ,480.18 3.00 
3.00 2.731.62 300 

·30.00 6.449.48 6.00 
·14% 22.e.53.75 6% 

2S% 161,47U3 0% 

2020 [3) %+1· 2021 %+1· 2022 

19,800.00 000 19,800.00 0 .00 19,800.00 
19.323.08 5.00 20.289.23 5.00 21,303.69 
10,927.27 3.00 11.255.09 3.00 11.592.74 
5,168.60 3.00 5,323.66 3.00 5,483.37 

100.00 000 100.00 0.00 100.00 
0 .00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

55,318.95 3'4 56.767.98 --fJ.: 55,279.80 
82,1<40.57 r:to'<\ 79,876.35 ·3.00 n.z8a.oa 

137,459.52 ~ 136,444.33 __:!!! 135,565.86 

9 ,754.42 s.oo 10,339.69 s.oo 10,960.07 
4,614.59 3.00 4,753.02 3.00 4,895.61 
2,813.77 3.00 2.698.19 MD 2.985.13 
6,836.43 6.00 7 ,246.62 6.00 7,681.41 

24 019.21 5% 25.237.51 6% 26.522.23 
161,.476.73 0% 161,681.64 0% 162,098.09 

% +1· 2023 %+1· 2024 

0 .00 19,800.00 o.oo 19,800.00 
5 .00 22.368.88 5.00 23,487.32 

3.00 11,940.52 3.00 12,298.74 
3.00 5,647.87 3.00 5,817.30 
0.00 100.00 0.00 100.00 
0 .00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
3% 59.857.27 3% 61.503.36 

r:to'<\ 74.967.48 Too 72.718.46 

~ 134,824,75 ~ 134,221.82 

6.00 11 ,611.67 6.00 12,314.73 
3.00 5,042.48 3.00 5,193.76 

3.00 3,074.68 3.00 3,166.93 
6.00 8,142.30 6.00 6.630.84 

S% 27,877.14 5% 29,306.25 
0% 162,701.89 1% 163,528.07 

Vo+/-

0.00 
5.00 
3.00 
3.00 
0.00 
0.00 

~ ·3.00 

~ 

s.oo 
3 .00 
3.00 
6.00 

5% 
1% 

2025 

19,800.00 
24,661.69 
12.667.70 
5,991.82 

100.00 
0.00 

63.221.21 
70,538.90 

133,758.11 

13.053.62 
5,349.57 

3.261.93 
9.148.69 

30,813-81 
164,571.92 4 

30% Increase 
ov~r2016 
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j 
New Art Center 

September 29, 2015 in Newton 

Alice Ingerson 

Community Preservation Project Manager 

Department of Planning 

City of Newton 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue 

Newton, MA 02460 

To the Committee, 

Regarding funding for our planning project to preserve our bu ilding at 61 Washington Park, we 

have a 5-year verba l commitment at $25,000. per year to use for institutional priorities from a 

donor who wishes to remain anonymous. We have committed her gift for 2016 calendar year to 

funding our portion of the present proposal. 

~ 
Executive Director 

6t Wa&hington Park. Newtonville. MA 02460 · Tel: (6t7) 964-3424 Fax: (617) 630-0081 www. newartcenter. org 
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September 23, 2015 

Alice Ingerson 

~1 
~~ 

New Art Center 
in Newton 

Community Preservation Program Manager 
City of Newton Planning & Development Department, 
1000 Commonwealth Ave., 
Newton, MA 02459 

Regarding the New Art Center in Newton Inc. Preservation Planning grant proposal: 

To the Community Preservation Program Commit tee, 

In the event t hat the Newton CPC funds construction or alteration of t he New Art Center building 
at 61 Washington Park, the New Art Center Board of Governors is ready and willing to enter into 
a permanent deed restriction for historical preservation. 

Furthermore, the New Art Center understands that, should we receive City of Newton funds 
t hrough the CPC, we will be required to comply with City policies and state statutes when 
procuring goods or services with those funds. 

Sincerely, 

Executive Director 

Lisa Monahan 
President, Board of Governors 

61 Washington Park, Newtonville, MA 02460 

617.964.3424 info@newartcenter.org NewArtCenter.org 
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New Art Center 
Supplemental Material to the CPC 
October 1, 2015 

ELIGIBILITY STATEMENTS OF LEAD PERSONNEL 

Dan Elias, CPC Program Manager 
As Executive Director and coordinator of the board's building committee, Dan 
Elias will oversee all aspects of this project including fund-raising, staff 
supervision, maintaining and enforcing the budget and final oversight of the 
required contractors, with the support of the building committee and 
construction manager. Dan has managed several similar planning and 
construction projects in the past, including the Center's Massachusetts Cultural 
Council Capital Facilities Fund's grant for Accessibility and Energy Efficiency. 
Dan was Director of Grants Management for the Peabody Essex Museum, has a 
Master's degree from Harvard University in Museum Studies with a focus on 
management and administration, and has owned and managed two businesses. 
He has work experience as a builder and craftsman in woodworking, 
ironworking, construction and painting. 

Diana Bailey, Building Committee Chair 
Diana will be our resident architectural expert and advisor to Dan on the 
planning process. Since winning, upon graduation, the prize from the Harvard 
Graduate School of Design for Excellence in the Study of Architecture, Diana 
has worked for over 35 years working as an architect doing different types of 
work, ranging from designing the Harvard Red Line T station, to low income 
housing, to designing houses and extensive interior renovations, the latter two of 
which are her current foci. Her experience in collaborating with vendors and 
managing construction projects, and understanding the details of all of these 
projects will be vital to efficient, high quality outcomes. 
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New Art Center Accessibility and Preservation Pre-Proposal 31 May 2013, rev. 10 June 2013 
to Newton Community Preservation Committee- Historic Resources Attachments p. 1 of 3 

1. Analysis of Historical Significance 
(Adapted from the Andover-Harvard Theological Library database and Samuel Francis Smith's History of 
Newton, Massachusetts, Town and CityJrom its Earliest Settlement to the Present Time, 1630-1880, 
1880) 

61 Washington Park was built as Newton's first Universalist church. The Newton Universalist Society was 
organized in April1871, holding its first meeting in the small hall over Williams' Drug Store, in 
Newtonville Square. The Society voted in July 1872 to purchase land on the newly-established 
Washington Park for the erection of a church building. The cornerstone was laid on October 22, 1872, 
and the Newtonville Universalist Church-built at a cost of about $20,000-was dedicated on June 26, 
1873. It was one of four churches built in Newtonville in the late 1800s, the village's first period of major 
growth. 

In 1932 the land and building were sold to Newton Women's Club. In 1962 the land and building were 
sold to the City of Newton which leased it to Newton Junior College. Newton Junior College was 

operated through the Newton Public Schools. It was founded in 1946 in order to allow returning 
veterans to continue their education but closed in 1976 due to increasing costs. In 1976, the City sold 
the building to Newton Cultural Affairs, Inc. so that the space could be used as an arts center. 

2. Description of Historically Significant Features 
(Adapted from the National Register of Historic Places) 

The Universalist Church at 61 Washington Park, now home to the New Art Center, is the only non­
residential structure in the National Register district. This US-story, three-bay, Gothic Revival stone 
building is also the largest in the district, with its rear elevation fronting Madison Avenue. Distinctive 
architectural details include large, pointed-arched windows filled in ornamental stained glass; an arched 
front door; and a front-gable, slate-shingled roof. The roof features bands of polychrome, hexagonal 
slates that form a decorative pattern. 

The right bay features the lower half of the church tower, which holds the primary entranceway to the 
building and was the base for the original belfry and steeple. Two narrow lancet windows are positioned 
directly above this entranceway on the facade of the tower, which has a decorative metal cornice with 
diamond-shaped details. 

The west elevation features a covered side entrance, which has a hipped, slate-shingle roof, supported 
by six wooden posts leading to a pair of paneled wooden doors. This elevation also has a three-pointed 
arch, stained glass sash windows (mimicked on the east elevation), and a metal handrail leading down to 
an additional side entrance. The middle and rear bays were added sometime before 1895. The middle 

bay on the west elevation has a Tudor-arched side entrance with metal doors and transom and a small, 
double-hung, sash window with a quoin-patterned brick casing. A small gabled dormer sits in the center 

of the roof. On the east side, this bay features a hipped dormer above a trio of tall, narrow, double-hung 
sash windows set into patterned, brick casing. The rear bay on the west elevation reveals one side of the 
large, gable-on-hip roof that connects to the main building, with the small, pedimented gable having 
board-and-batten siding and a boxed vent. A smaller half-hipped roof is set into the larger roof directly 
below the gable, covering a trio of 12-paned, fixed-sash windows with stained glass and thick stone sills. 

Below each of these windows is a set of six decorative terra-cotta tiles with sunburst-patterned 
ornamentation. The rear bay on the east elevation has the same detailing as on the west. 

The rear (north) side of the building is dominated by the steeply-pitched, gable-on-hip roof, and has a 
1/1 double-hung sash window and four 2/2 double-hung sash windows, all with quoin-patterned brick 
casings. A rear entranceway with concrete steps and a shed roof was added in 1932, extending the 
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New Art Center Accessibility and Preservation Pre-Proposal 31 May 2013, rev. 10 June 2013 
to Newton Community Preservation Committee- Historic Resources Attachments p. 2 of 3 

existing bulkhead that covers the stairway to the basement. The entrance features a paneled wood door 
with a six-paned transom, and the same quoin-patterned casing found on the building's sash windows. 

The building suffered a major a iteration in 1938, when the wooden belfry and steeple were destroyed 
by the devastating Hurricane of 1938. More recent alterations have been few and have been achieved 
with concern for preservation of the building's historic character. A wooden ramp and metal handrail 
were added in 1980 to allow access to the Main Gallery for visitors who use wheelchairs and walkers. 
Repairs to roofs have maintained the original slate, and replacement gutters and downspouts (installed 

in 2009) are copper. 

3. Summary and Justification of Proposed Treatment 

The proposed improvements to the New Art Center at 61 Washington Park fall in the categories of 
rehabilitation and preservation . The decision to embark on this process, and to request planning funds 
from the Newton CPC, comes out of the long-standing need for rehabilitation of our building, feedback 
we have received from the Mass Cultural Council that our application for funding major construction would 
oe looked upon more favorably if it were part of a better-informed, long-term plan, and the work that has 
been done piecemeal, as we have been able to afford each project. The most responsible and fiscally 

feasible approach to complete the majority of the rehabilitation at this point is to begin with a thorough 
and detailed existing conditions survey and needs assessment. These surveys, along with the ensuing 
conceptual and schematic designs, will enable us to have a clear grasp of the full scope of work and 
feasibility of a major construction project. We have ideas of what the needs will be, and have listed 
below some of the items that will most likely come up, but without conducting a full planning process as 
outlined in this proposal, we will not have a clear idea of all that a project such as this will entail, 
resulting in unforeseen and untenable issues and associated costs. We are very excited to begin and 
look forward to working with the CPC. 

The New Art Center serves 2,500 students and 4,500 visitors each year, yet much of the building remains 
inaccessible to visitors with disabilities. Only the Main Gallery is accessible via ramp, and we have 
installed an accessible bathroom on the Main Gallery level. Our goal is to make the entire building 

accessible. We also hope to make much-needed capital improvements to preserve the building's historic 
character, including preserving the Main Gallery's original stained glass windows and repairing the roof. 
These are comprehensive and long-term changes that will modernize the building, make it more 
sustainable and increase its ability to serve the needs of the community while also being able to reach a 
broader audience. 

This proposal is specifically to attain funds to plan our approach to the rehabilitation of our building in a 
careful and considered way. Some of the upgrades to the building that we anticipate will be made 
apparent are: 

• Repair roof, building tower, porch and other portions of building's exterior 
• Upgrade HVAC systems in galleries and studios 

• Install elevator from Main Gallery to downstairs studios 
• Repave driveway to direct water away from building 
• Create barrier-free access to large art studio and main office 
• Re-plan existing kitchen to install barrier-free restroom 
• Restore or replace inefficient, leaking windows in large art studio 
• Preserve stained glass windows in Main Gallery 

• Restore floor in Main Gallery 
• Renovate basement studios 
• Create barrier-free access to ceramics studio 
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New Art Center Accessibility and Preservation Pre-Proposal 31 May 2013, rev. 10 June 2013 
to Newton Community Preservation Committee- Historic Resources Attachments p. 3 of 3 

Along with our neighbors on Washington Park, we believe the New Art Centers use of the historic 
building at 61 Washington Park has been good for historic preservation. While the evolution of the 
building ta the art Genter neeessitated many ehanges to the building's interior, it did allow the building's 
most important interior space, the former church nave, to remain intact-not carved into numerous 
rooms on multiple stories, as with former churches converted into residential or commercial space. 
Moreover, the building's architecturally significant exterior has been preserved as carefully as possible 
(with further restoration work planned as funds can be found), and the building remains a largely 
unspoiled example of Victorian Gothic Revival architecture. 

The New Art Center remains committed to the 61 Washington Park location. The building is an integral 
part of the organization's identity as a community art center. By making the building accessible to a 
diverse population, we will ensure the continued usability of this historic property. We hope the 
planning process and rehabilitation to follow, accomplished with care and respect for the building's 
history, will adapt the building at 61 Washington Park for use by students and visitors of all abilities in 
the decades to come. 
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              City of Newton 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Community Preservation Committee 
Funding Recommendation for 

1930s MURAL (NEWTON NORTH HIGH SCHOOL) 
date: 18 November 2015 

from: Community Preservation Committee 

to: The Honorable Board of Aldermen/City Council 

PROJECT GOALS & ELIGIBILITY 
This project will rehabilitate a three-part mural by WPA artist Maurice Compris that was first installed in the 
library of Newton High School in 1936. The mural was dedicated to the memory of Newton High graduate 
Stafford Leighton Brown, who served as an ambulance driver and pilot in France during World War I beginning 
before the United States entered the war. He died in a test flight crash just 6 months before the war’s end. His 
mother, Eugenie Brown, also established a scholarship in her son’s name that is still awarded at Newton North. 
After the mural was removed from the old Newton High School, only the central panel (“Education”) was 
installed in the cafeteria at the new Newton North High School. Just before that school was demolished, the 
side panels (“Industry” and “Commerce”) were rediscovered – unfortunately too late to design a space at the 
current Newton North to accommodate the three-part mural’s original configuration. However, the School 
Dept. has committed to displaying all three panels in a way that helps viewers see them as a single work of art. 
The Newton Historical Commission made the mural eligible for CPA funding by voting on 24 September 2015 
to declare it significant in the history and culture of Newton. 

RECOMMENDED FUNDING  
On 5 November 2015 by a vote of 6-0 (members Michael Clarke, Joel Feinberg and Richard Kronish absent) the 
Community Preservation Committee recommended appropriating $114,900 for this project from the 
Community Preservation Fund’s fund balance and reserves for historic resources and general fund balance, to 
the control of the School Department for the overall purposes summarized in this budget: 

 

website   www.newtonma.gov/cpa 
contact  Alice E. Ingerson, Community Preservation Program Manager  

email  aingerson@newtonma.gov     phone  617.796.1144 

Preserving the Past    Planning for the Future 

Setti D. Warren 
Mayor 

 

City of Newton, Massachusetts 
Department of Planning and Development 

1000 Commonwealth Avenue Newton, Massachusetts 02459 
 

Telephone 
(617) 796-1120 

Telefax 
(617) 796-1142 

TDD/TTY 
(617) 796-1089 

www.newtonma.gov 
 

James Freas, 
Acting Director 
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SPECIAL ISSUES CONSIDERED BY THE CPC 
Funding Leverage     The CPC’s current funding guidelines and comments from the League of Women Voters 
encouraged raising some funds for this project from non-CPA sources, such as Newton North’s PTO or alumni. 
However, some CPC members felt it would be difficult to raise non-CPA funds for the project, or that PTO and 
alumni funds should be reserved for supporting classroom education. Given the relatively small amount 
requested, the CPC decided not to require additional leverage. 

Installation & Maintenance     Given the mural’s difficult recent history, the CPC was particularly concerned 
to ensure its future maintenance. Since the School Dept. does not have in-house the skills needed to evaluate 
proposed installation locations and required conservation measures (such as UV film to reduce light exposure 
from windows), or to design a long-term maintenance program for the mural, the CPC asked that these tasks 
be included in the contract for the restoration conservator hired with CPA funds. 

Research & Interpretation     The City of Newton seal and Newton High School letters and colors in the 
central “Education” panel support the School Dept.’s view that this mural was intended to depict Newton’s 
history or at least Newton’s self-perceptions as of the 1930s. On the other hand, some aspects of the mural do 
not easily fit into this interpretation, such as the longshoremen loading (or unloading) an ocean freighter in the 
“Commerce” panel. Several questions about the mural’s creation and intentions remain unanswered:  Compris 
did other work for the New Deal’s Works Progress Administration (WPA), but no connection between this 
mural and the WPA has yet been documented. A 1936 student newspaper article credits Mrs. Eugenie Brown 
with providing “materials” for the mural, but no documentary evidence has been found for who actually 
commissioned the mural, or why.  The CPC hopes the School Dept. will follow through on its stated intention 
to sponsor further student research on these and other questions raised by the mural. The CPC also hopes the 
School Dept. will engage the general public in discussing the mural’s history and meanings, especially in the 
context of current debates about Newton’s community character and economic diversity. 

ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS (funding conditions) 
1. The CPC assumes all recommended funds will be appropriated within 6 months, and the project will be 

completed within 18 months, after the date of the recommendation.  If either of these deadlines cannot 
be met, the School Dept. should submit to the CPC a written request to extend that deadline. 

2. The contract with the restoration conservator should include evaluating proposed installation locations; 
recommending and implementing any measures needed to protect the mural in the final location chosen; 
and producing a brief (one-page) “preservation maintenance plan,” with cost estimates, to guide the 
School Dept. in caring for the restored mural. 

3. The School Dept. should sponsor additional research, ideally by Newton students, on the mural’s history; 
encourage broad community discussions of that history; and hold a public re-dedication ceremony for the 
restored mural once it has been installed in its new location. 

4. Within a month of completing the project, the School Dept. should provide the CPC with a final in-person 
and written report on the project’s results, including the preservation maintenance plan in 2 above. 

5. Any CPA funds appropriated but not used for the purposes stated herein must be returned to the Newton 
Community Preservation Fund. 

KEY OUTCOMES 
The Community Preservation Committee will evaluate this project based on goals 1-4 above and in the long 
term, on appropriate maintenance and continued student and public engagement with the restored mural . 

ATTACHMENTS 
(Delivered to the City Clerk and clerk of the Finance Committee) 

• Copy of the CPC’s webpage for this project, with links to additional information:  
www.newtonma.gov/gov/planning/cpa/projects/art.asp#1930s-mural 

• School Dept. funding proposal and slide presentation to the CPC in October-November 2015 
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Maurice 
Compris mural 
in its original 
location, 
Newton High 
School Library, 
date unknown 
(photo supplied 
by Newton 
School Dept 
2013) 

“Commerce” “Industry” 

“Education” 
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Maurice Compris mural, 21 August 2015, 
Unrolled on the floor of Newton City Hall War Memorial Auditorium 
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Maurice Compris mural, 
21 August 2015, 

unrolled on the floor or 
Newton City Hall War 
Memorial Auditorium 
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Maurice Compris mural, 21 August 2015, 
Unrolled on the floor of Newton City Hall War Memorial Auditorium 

closeups from 
central panel 
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Maurice Compris mural, 21 August 2015, 
Unrolled on the floor of Newton City Hall War Memorial Auditorium 

closeups from 
central panel 
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 City of Newton 
Newton( North) High School 

Historical Mural 
Restoration and 

Installation
CPC Project Request

November 5, 2015

The Story of Lt. Brown 
• Stafford Leighton Brown graduated from 

Newton High School in 1915. 

• He attended Dartmouth College, and in 
1917, joined the American Ambulance 
Field Service, and was sent to France.

• He became a pilot and flew in the 
famous Lafayette Flying Corps.
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Lt. Brown in uniform: 

• His plane crashed in Oct. 1918, just six 
weeks before the war ended, and Lt. 
Brown is buried in an American 
Cemetery in France.

• He once wrote: I would like to be 
remembered for having done something 
worthwhile, or for dying in the attempt.
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Mural in Brown’s Honor 
• In 1936 Maurice Compris was 

commissioned to paint a three-part 
mural entitled Citizenship.” 

• The mural was dedicated to the memory 
of Lt. Brown and hung in the Newton 
High School library. 

• Each panel depicts an aspect of life and 
education in the city.

Mural in Brown’s Honor 

• Mrs. Eugenie Stafford Brown (Stafford s
mother) was present at the dedication 
of the murals in 1936, and according to 
The Newtonite, she paid for the materials 
that Compris used to create them.

• She also established a scholarship in her 
son’s name, which is still given annually 
to “a deserving Newton North student.”
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Center Panel – “Education” 
in Original Installation 

Left Panel – “Commerce” 
in Original Installation 
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Right Panel – “Industry” 
in Original Installation 

The “WPA Mural” 
• The mural was often called “the WPA mural.”

• Compris did do some work for the WPA, but we have 
no evidence that this mural was funded by the WPA.

• It certainly is in the style of many similar works funded 
by the WPA.
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Mural Restoration 
• In 1973 Newton High was torn down; the center panel 

was moved to the new NNHS and hung in the 
cafeteria until 2010.  The two side panels were rolled 
up and stored. 

• In 2010 the new Newton North opened; the center 
panel was found to be in need of significant 
restoration.

• It was decided to apply for CPA funds to restore all 
three panels of the original mural.

Future Plans 
• We hope to fully restore the mural, and hang it

prominently in Newton North.
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PROPOSED  FY2016  
RESTORATION BUDGET 

Conservation Restoration  $ 82,200
Installation      $  17,100
Admin Fee      $  15,600

Total Projected Expenses  $114,900 
     

Thank You! 

• Thank you for your time and consideration. 

• We hope that you will approve our request to add 
another chapter to the story of this dramatic work 
of public art!
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David Fleishman 
Superintendent of Schools 

September 10, 2015 

Alice Ingerson 

Newton Public Schools 
100 Walnut Street 

Newton, MA 02460 

Community Preservation Program Manager 
Planning and Development Department 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Dear Ms. Ingerson: 

Telephone 
(617) 559-6100 

Fax 
(617) 559-6101 

I am very excited about the opportunity to restore the giant murals that originally hung in 
the library at Newton High School. The murals are dramatic and a portrayal of Newton 
in the early and mid 201

" century and are magnificent in scope and style. 

I am delighted to inform you that the Newton Public Schools enthusiastically support the 
restoration and the re-hanging of the murals. We will commit resources to managing 
the project including administrative support and a designated project manager to 
oversee the grant funds. I can assure you that we are also committed to displaying the 
murals, interpreting them for the public and maintaining them in the future. 

If you need further information about this most promising initiative, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

t1f;K__ 
David Fleishman 
Superintendent of Schools 

DAF/mb 

cc: Jonathan Bassett 
Jennifer Huntington 
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Last updated 21 September 2014.     

For full instructions, see www.newtonma.gov/cpa or contact us: 
Community Preservation Program Manager,  

City of Newton Planning & Development Department, 1000 Commonwealth Ave., Newton, MA 02459 
aingerson@newtonma.gov  617.796.1144 

You may adjust the space for each question, but the combined answers to all questions on this page must fit on this page. 

Project TITLE 1930s Mural Restoration – Newton North High School 
Project  LOCATION Newton North High School,  457 Walnut St, Newtonville, MA 02460 
Project CONTACTS Name & title  Email Phone Mailing address 

Project Manager 
Cynthia Brown, 
Purchasing Manager, 
School Dept. 

cindy_brown 
@newton.k12.ma.us 

617.559.  
9050 

Education Center, 100 Walnut St., 
Newtonville, 02460 

Other Contacts 

Representing Newton North High School: 
Jennifer Huntington, 
Principal Emeritus 

granx4@gmail.com 617.965. 
5063 

20 Berkshire Rd, Newtonville, 02460 

Jon Bassett, Head, 
History & Social Sciences 

jonathan_bassett 
@newton.k12.ma.us 

617.559. 
6280  

457 Walnut St, Newtonville, 02460 

Project  
FUNDING 

A. CPA funds requested: 

$114,900 
B. Other funds to be used: 

N/A 
C. Total project cost (A+B): 

$114,900 

Project  
SUMMARY 

 Summarize the project’s main tasks, components or features, and why you believe it is eligible for CPA funds.  
You may provide more information in attachments, but your SUMMARY MUST FIT IN THE SPACE BELOW. 

This proposal seeks funding to restore a large, three-part mural  by Maurice Compris, which was originally installed in 
1936 in the library at Newton High School, and which has been seriously damaged over many years in storage. It 
consists of a large central panel on the theme of “education,” and two side panels, one illustrating “industry” and one 
illustrating “commerce.” 

The mural, totaling over forty feet in length, was dedicated to the memory of Lt. Stafford Leighton Brown, Newton 
High School Class of 1915, who volunteered with the American Ambulance Field Service in France in 1917 and died in  
an accident on September 28, 1918, while serving as a pilot with French forces. 

When the multi-building Newton High School was torn down in 1973, the mural’s central panel was moved to the 
new Lowell Avenue Newton North High School and hung in the cafeteria. For reasons still to be researched, the two 
side panels were rolled up and stored. When that building was demolished, the mural’s central panel was again taken 
down, rolled up and also put in storage. A space was designed in the new NNHS building on Walnut Street for that 
panel, should it be restored. After that building opened in 2010, the two side panels were re-discovered. They would 
hang across the hall from the central panel. 

The main task of the project is to clean and restore these important historical visual artifacts, and to reunite them, 
although not on a single wall, to hang in the new building for future generations to appreciate. The school 
department is offering significant ‘in-kind’ support for the project in the form of administrative support for the grant, 
and a commitment to displaying and maintaining them in the future.  

We believe that the restoration of this unique and beautiful mural offers the city, and the school, a wonderful 
opportunity to preserve, and present, an important part of our community’s story. The murals will honor both the 
man to whom they were dedicated, and reclaim a part of the school’s history that will definitely contribute to our 
whole community. 

  

Newton, Massachusetts Community Preservation Program 
FUNDING REQUEST 

 

  PRE-PROPOSAL  PROPOSAL 

City of Newton 

 
Setti D. Warren 

Mayor 

 

 

(For staff use) 
date  rec’d: 
5:30 pm,  
25 Sept 2015 
(electronic 
version) 
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You may adjust the space for each question, but the combined answers to all questions on this page must fit on this page. 

Project TITLE 1930s Mural Restoration – Newton North High School  

USE of CPA FUNDS 

HISTORIC  RESOURCES: preserve  rehabilitate/ restore  

COMMUNITY  
NEEDS 

Provide plan title, year, page number and a brief quote showing how this project meets needs already 
recognized in at least 2 community-wide plans linked to the Guidelines & Forms page of the CPC website, 
www.newtonma.gov/cpa. You may also list other community benefits not mentioned in any plan. 

Among the goals outlined in Newton’s Comprehensive Plan in the Chapter 9 on History, are:  
• to allow “educators to use local historical resources and sites to help students explore broader issues and develop 

both analytical and communication skills.” [Chapter 9, p. 1].  
• to align “… Newton with recent trends in the broader practice of historic preservation by seeing history 

everywhere.” [Chapter 9, p. 6).  
• to support “ … more systematic use of local resources in the Newton Public Schools.” [Chapter 9, p. 13].  

This application, for funds to restore a three-part mural that the Newton Historical Commission has designated of local 
significance in Newton’s history, seeks to help fulfill the above goals and actions.  

The School Department has already demonstrated positive support for the restoration of the murals through many 
hours of staff time preparing an RFQ for the restoration, touring the building to find a suitable site to hang the art, and 
several general meetings to help facilitate the project. David Fleishman, Superintendent of Schools, has promised on-
going support for the care, upkeep and maintenance of the murals. 

Why restore this mural now? The mural will remind Newton’s students, teachers and the community of the school’s 
intimate connection to World War I, the terrible “war to end all wars.” Lt. Stafford Brown was just the age of most of 
the students who will be able to use the mural as a research tool for their junior history theses, as a visual historical 
marker for tours of the school, and inclusion on websites about the history of the school and the city. 

Important questions about this mural remain to be researched, including whether it was intended to portray Newton’s 
self-perception or future aspirations as a community in the 1930s, and whether it was funded in whole or in part 
through the New Deal’s Works Progress Administration. No matter what original intentions and funding, however, the 
challenge of reinterpreting it through time, in the context of changing community values and historical methods, will 
help students to develop the ‘analytical and communication’ skills called for by the Comprehensive Plan, and to “see 
history everywhere.”   

COMMUNITY 
CONTACTS 

List Newton residents or organizations willing and able to comment on the project and its manager’s 
qualifications. No more than 1 should be a supervisor, employee or current work colleague of the project 
manager. Consult staff on the types of community contacts required for your specific proposal.  

Name & title or organization Email Phone Mailing address 

David Fleishman, School 
Superintendent 

fleishmand@newton.k12.ma.us 617.559.6100 Education Center, 100 Walnut St., 
Newtonville, 02460 

Peter Capodilupo, former NNHS housemaster & English Dept. 
Co-Chair 

617.244.5972 19 Marion St., West Newton 02465 

Helen and Peter Smith phsmith@igc.org 617.969.5243 130 Washington St., 
Newton Corner 02458 

Claudia Wu Wuclauds5@gmail.com 617.965.7665 25 Sewall St., West Newton 02465 

NON-CPA 
FUNDING Source of funds Amount  

requested 
Date of funding decision (confirmed or 

expected) 

Newton Cultural Council $2,000 Late October 
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You may adjust the space for each question, but the combined answers to all questions on this page must fit on this page.  
Full proposals must include separate, detailed budgets in addition to this page. 

Project TITLE 1930s Mural Restoration – Newton North High School 

SUMMARY CAPITAL BUDGET 

Uses of Funds 
Senior Restoration Contractor $24,000 

Restoration Contractors $58,200 

Project Administrative Supports $15,600 

Installation Subcontractor $8,800 

Installation Materials $8,300 

TOTAL $114,900 
Sources of Funds 

Community Preservation Program $114,900 

Newton Cultural Council $2,000 

 $00,000 

TOTAL $116,900 

SUMMARY ANNUAL OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE BUDGET (cannot use CPA funds) 

Uses of Funds 
Newton Public Schools Administrative Support N/A 

  

  

  

TOTAL N/A 
Sources of Funds 

 $00,000 

 $00,000 

TOTAL $00,000 

Project TIMELINE Phase or Task Season & Year 

Confirmation of project funding by Board of Aldermen January 2016 

Bidding & contracting  

Mural restoration & further research (for historic interpretation)  

Re-installation & re-dedication December 2016 
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Project TITLE  1930s Mural Restoration – Newton North High School 

Note: Any specific attachments not required for this proposal have been deleted below by CPC staff. 
                                         Check off submitted attachments here. 

REQUIRED. 

  PHOTOS  of mural in its orig. location, showing its current condition, and of planned 
location for reinstallation (New location provided as map, not as photo.) 

  MAP/PLAN 

floor plan of Newton North High School, showing planned display location, *** 
marks the location of main mural 
 
Note: a photo of the planned location for central panel of the mural is 
included in the RFQ below. 

Detailed budget 
attachments 
REQUIRED. 

PROJECT FINANCES printed and as computer spreadsheets, with both uses & sources of funds 

 
development pro forma/capital budget: include total cost, hard vs. soft costs and 
contingencies, and project management – amount and cost of time from contractors or staff 
(in‐kind contributions by existing staff must also be costed) 

  operating/maintenance budget, projected separately for each of the next 10 years 
(CPA funds may not be used for operations or maintenance) 

  non‐CPA funding: commitment letters, letters of inquiry to other funders, fundraising plans, 
etc., including both cash and est. dollar value of in‐kind contributions 

REQUIRED. 

SPONSOR FINANCES & QUALIFICATIONS 

 
for sponsoring department or organization, most recent annual operating budget (revenue 
& expenses) & financial statement (assets & liabilities); each must include both public (City) 
and private resources (“friends” organizations, fundraising, etc.) 

 

for project manager: relevant training & track record of managing similar projects 
Statement in lieu of attachment: 
Cindy Brown, Project manager, has worked for the NPS for several years and has a lot of 
experience managing budgets, purchases etc. She prepared the RFQ, and paid a lot of 
attention to the murals and their condition. 

  RFQ (request for qualifications) used to solicit the project estimates on which this proposal’s 
budget is based; and summary of responses to the RFQ. 

OPTIONAL    LETTERS of SUPPORT  from Newton residents, organizations, or businesses 

REQUIRED. 
 

See 
note. 

CAPITAL  
IMPROVEMENT PLAN  current listing/ranking & factors for this project 

  COVER  
LETTER 

from head of City department, board or commission confirming: current 
custody, or willingness to accept custody, of the resource and commitment of 
staff time for project management 

REQUIRED.    HISTORIC 
SIGNIFICANCE 

For all historic resources projects, see separate instructions for required 
attachments: analyzing historic significance, detailing significant features,  
and showing how project meets national preservation standards. 
Letter from Newton Historical Commission confirming that the resource is 
locally significant (required for CPA eligibility). Voted YES 9/24/2015 

 
Note:  This project is not listed in the current Capital Improvement Plan, but as context, CPC staff added 

to this proposal the list of other School Dept. projects that are listed in the CIP. 
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Description
Cost of Time 

(Hourly Rate)

Estimated 

Time
Total Cost

Senior Restoration Contractor $120 200 $24,000

Restoration Contractors $120 485 $58,200

Project/Administrative Supports $15,600

Installation Sub Contractor $8,800

Installation Materials $8,300

Project Total $114,900

In‐Kind Contributions: Cost of Time Time Total

NPS Professional Services $1,000

Administrative Support N/A

reformatted for legibility by CPC staff 28 Sept 2015

Submitted 25 Sept 2015;

Project Budget for 1930s Mural Restoration ‐ Newton North High School

#335-15
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NEWTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
100 WALNUT STREET 

NEWTONVILLE, MA 02460 
 

Cindy Brown            Tel. 617-559-9050            
Purchasing Manager                   Fax 617-559-9039 
cindy_brown@newton.k12.ma.us  

 
R e q u e s t  f o r  Q u o t a t i o n   

 
R F Q #  0 9 1 6 1 5  

 
 

       Professional Mural Restoration and Installation Services  
Please Quote No Later Than September 23, 2015  

 
Newton Public Schools (NPS) is seeking quotations that will lead to the hiring of a professional mural restoration certified 
conservation contractor and a professional installer contractor to provide specific conservation restoration and installation services for 
a large three piece oil-based 1930s mural in accordance with the terms and conditions contained herein.  All quotes must be submitted 
in the manner and form prescribed by the specifications, which control award of the contract.  This Request for Quote (RFQ) is to 
collect information and review quotes for the grand total of all restoration and installation services described below.  Contract is 
contingent upon a grant that will be applied for and approved in October of 2015.  A more detailed proposal will be 
required at that time.   
 
The contract, if awarded, shall be in effect from the time of the approved grant funded contract execution through December 31, 2016.  
Subcontracting of any of the work is not permitted unless indicated within this RFQ response or pre-approved in writing by the NPS 
designated Project Manager.  

 
Quotes may be delivered to the NPS Purchasing Department via the address listed above OR emailed to: 
cindy_brown@newton.k12.ma.us and copied to: alyssa_baringer@newton.k12.ma.us OR faxed to 617-559-9039.  It is recommended 
to email or call to confirm that your quote has been received for consideration. 

  

 

1.0 Overview and Scope of Services 
Newton Public Schools has three separate oil-based murals painted on canvas by Maurice Compris in the late 1930’s. The 
center panel is approximately 22’ wide by 12’ tall with an arc top. The other pieces are two side panels, each measuring 
approximately 10’ wide by 12’ tall with more pronounced arcs on top. Currently there are no strainers, stretchers, or 
supports for these canvases. The current condition of these canvases is delicate and will require a significant amount of 
cleaning, repairing and conservation restoration work before they can be re-installed at Newton North High School. The 
original murals were site specific and built right into a wall with elaborate molding framework.  There is a need for some 
added restoration on the side panels in four small areas where the molding cut right into the canvases. All three canvases 
will be hung on panels after restoration is completed and transported to Newton North High School for final installation. 
The larger center mural will be installed on one prepared wall to be hung approximately 25’ high. The two end murals will 
be installed side by side to be hung approximately 22’ high on wall in close proximity to the main mural.  Awarded 
contractor(s) will be responsible to provide a dedicated staging area for the conservation, restoration, and assembly of 
panels where restoration work will be completed.  Pricing will also include any related restoration materials, canvas 
molding or framing for finished edges, tools, packing, shipping, and transportation of canvases and supports during various 
stages of completion.    
 
The three murals were unrolled, laid out, and available to be viewed by potentially interested contractors to assess how 
much restoration work will be needed and to help in the preparation of a detailed quote.  This RFQ should not exceed more 
than an additional page of scope work description in addition to the price proposal page included with this RFQ. A more 
detailed scope of work will be required once the grant is approved to fund this project. The restoration work will require  
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in-painting to give the same detail as the original mural work.  There are four small sections that will need additional 
canvas and painting to fill in areas that were cut out to accommodate the original elaborate molding. These areas were 
pointed out at the viewing when the murals were rolled out on display.  Awarded contractor(s) would be responsible for 
the complete professional restoration project and to attach the murals to new support panels for an extensive, complete and 
professional installation with a finished look.  Please review Attachments 1 & 2 on pages 6 & 7. 
 
 
 
2.0 Description and Delivery 
The restoration contractor will work closely with Newton Public Schools staff to plan and develop a strategy and timeline that meets 
our needs and expectations after the initial award. Regular meetings and contact from the execution of this contract through the 
completion of this restoration project will be required.  

 
 
 

3.0  Price Schedule 
Quote for estimated restoration services for Newton Public Schools “NPS” as per scope of service.    
 
IMPORTANT: Quote must include all RFQ scope specifications and minimum requirements. Please include in your quote 
the number of hours per restorer and the hourly rate for each.  
Award will be made to the lowest responsive and responsible contractor. 
 
Restoration and Installation Services 
 
Senior Restoration Conservation Contractor:  Est. # of hours _______ at an hourly rate of ____________   = $ _____________    
 
Restoration Assistant Contractors:                    Est.  # of hours ______ at an hourly rate of _____________  = $ _____________  
 
Project Manager:       Est.  # of hours ______ at an hourly rate of _____________  = $ _____________  
 
Administrative Support:                                     Est. # of hours ______ at an hourly rate of _____________  = $ _____________ 
 
 
Senior Professional Installers:                            Est. # of hours ______ at an hourly rate of _____________  = $______________ 
 
Installation Assistants:     Est. # of hours ______ at an hourly rate of _____________  = $______________ 
 
Project Manager:    Est. # of hours______ at an hourly rate of ______________  = $______________  
 
Other Expenses: Location (restoration area), staging, packaging 
and transporting for restoration and installation                                                        = $_____________ 
 
Other Expenses: Materials needed for restoration and installation (canvas, paint, panels, etc.                       = $______________ 
                       
 
*GRAND TOTAL FOR CONSERVATION RESTORATION AND INSTALLATION SERVICES            
                                                                                                                                                                     = $_____________ 
*Please add all nine (9) totals to calculate Grand Total 
 

________________________________________________________  and  $ ________________________ 

(Written word Grand Total)                            (Numerical) 
Grand Total  (From execution of the contract through December 31, 2016)          
 
IMPORTANT: Award will be made to the lowest responsive and responsible bidder based on estimated grand total and 
provided that grant funds are awarded.   
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Contractor Information: 
 
Signature: ___________________________________________________ Date: _______________________ 
 
Name: ___________________________________________ Title: __________________________________ 
 
Company: ________________________________________ Telephone: _____________________________ 
 
E-mail___________________________________________  Fax: ___________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________ City: ________________State: ______Zip: _____________ 
 

 
 
 
4.0 Minimum Requirements 

4.1 Contractor(s) must have a minimum of ten (10) years of experience completing successful comparable projects, 
such as described within this RFQ. 

4.2 Contractor(s) must submit evidence of certification as a professional conservation restoration professional.  
4.3 Contractor(s) must provide company names and contact information of three (3) references with whom they have 

successfully worked on comparable projects as described within this RFQ. 
4.4 Awarded contractor must be able to produce evidence of existing coverage of a certificate of insurance or insurance      

             binder to demonstrate that workers compensation insurance and liability insurance (minimum of $1,000,000) is in effect.  
 
 
 
5.0 Payment   

Invoices shall be billed in duplicate to Accounting Dept., Newton Public Schools, 100 Walnut Street, Newtonville, Massachusetts 
02460.  All invoices will be processed and paid within 45 days of receipt of invoice.  Invoices may be submitted monthly or 
quarterly as work has been completed. 

 
 
 
6.0 Contract Forms  

Sign and include a Certificate of Non-Collusion, as well as a signed Certificate of Payment of Taxes to the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts (“Tax Attestation Form”).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS SPACE IS INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 
 
 
 
 

#335-15



ATTACHMENT 2 
 

Photo of where the main mural will be hung. 
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RFQ Attachment Check List: (to be included with your RFQ submission) 
 
A. Request for Quote response 
B. Certificate of Non-collusion Form 
C. Tax Attestation Form  
D. A list of company names and contact information of three (3) references with whom you have successfully worked on 
comparable projects within the last five (5) years.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECTION COMPLETED 
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FUNCTIONAL ELEMENT SUMMARY

ACTUAL ACTUAL RECOMMENDED CHANGE
2013 2014 2015 To 2016

AMENDED
20162015

YTD

CITY OF NEWTON BUDGET
DEPARTMENT SUMMARY  DEPARTMENT:

03/31/2015

  FUND: 01 - GENERAL FUND             

NEWTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS

180,210,956 188,932,442 125,390,236 203,710,912 7,879,74898001080 SCHOOL COMMITTEE 195,831,164

180,210,956 188,932,442 125,390,236 203,710,912TOTAL FUNCTIONAL ELEMENT 7,879,748195,831,164

OBJECT SUMMARY

180,210,956 188,932,442 125,390,236 203,710,912 7,879,7485795 - UNDISTRIBUTED BUDGET 195,831,164

180,210,956 188,932,442 125,390,236 203,710,912TOTAL OBJECT 7,879,748195,831,164

1
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NPS Budget Information 
 

 
 

Newton Public Schools 
Revenue Funds Summary 

FY13, FY14 and FY15 

Fund FY13Actual FY14Actual FY15 Budget 
DIFFERENCE 
FY14- FY15 

City Appropriation (Annual Operating Budget) $178,607,074 $188,179,011 $195,831,164 $7,652,153 
Expenditures by City* 29,242,962 24,699,280 25,885,684 1,186,404 
Federal Grants 5,624,306 4,861,034 5,320,549 459,515 
Circuit Breaker 4,822,162 5,231,633 4,525,031 -706,602 
State Grants 2,584,054 2,617,449 2,516,642 -100,807 
Private Grants 103,599 262,569 78,020 -184,549 
Newton Schools Foundation 109,984 190,204 192,280 2,076 

Revolvinq Funds Revenue: 
Athletics 842,215 798,538 795,068 -3,470 
School Lunch 3,021,083 3,027,090 3,057,361 30,271 
Summer School and Camp 506,553 569,021 562,742 -6,279 
Bus Fees 500,657 516,838 410,000 -106,838 
Student Fees 572,870 476,804 479,829 3,025 
School-Based Instructional Programs 215,043 461,240 472,482 11,242 
Tuition-Based Pre-School 742,529 763,877 779,155 15,278 
Community Education 1,351,544 1,772,053 1,770,949 -1,104 
Use of School Buildings 566,051 675,903 576,000 -99,903 

Subtotal Revolving Funds 8,318,545 9,061,365 8,903,586 -157,779 

Reimbursements 
t.tedicaid Reimbursement 620,000 0 0 0 
E-Rate Reimbursement 119,426 119,259 112,979 -6,281 

Total $230,152,112 $235,221 ,804 $243,365,934 $8,144,130 
* Includes retirement benefits, retiree Insurance, long term debt retirement, long term debt service/school 
construction, student support services (nursing, crossing guards) and general administrative services. 

D City Appropriation 
80.5% 

D Reimbursements 
<0.1 % 
o Newton Schools 

Foundation <0.1 % 

• Private Grants <0.1 % 

FY15 
Revenue 

• Expenditures by City 
10.6% 

D Circuit Breaker 1.9% 

D Federal Grants 2.2% 

o State Grants 1.0% 

o Revolving Accounts 
3.7% 
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Community Letters of Support: 

September 20, 2015 

Claudia Sauermann Wu 
25 Sewall Street 

West Newton, MA 02465 
wuclauds5@qmail.com; 617-965-7665 

Community Preservation Committee 
c/o Alice Ingerson, Community Preservation Program Manager 
Newton Planning and Development Department 
Newton City Hall, 1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Dear Ms. Ingerson and Members of the Community Preservation Committee: 

My name is Claudia Wu. I am a long time Newton resident and historic preservation professional, and 
am writing in support of CPA funding to restore the three Compris murals commissioned in memory of 
Lt. Stafford Leighton Brown. 

Our city is so very fortunate to have surviving murals from the WPA period associated with Newton from· 
the first part of the 20th century. Although we often celebrate our history by preserving our built 
environment, and have put mechanisms in place for doing so, it is historic art and artifacts that often 
convey our sense of place in the most powerful way. 

The Compris murals, lovingly commissioned by a mother in memory of her son, depict an early 20th 
century Newton, a time of great change and upheaval in the United States. While they are noteworthy 
and important as public art, they also capture a certain vision of Newton and life in a Boston suburb at 
this time. Preserving this visual record is an important part of our city's history and can be the vehicle 
through which many stories of the past are told to our students and the public. 

The agrarian nature, social structure and economic life of our city are all pieces of history reflected and 
celebrated in this artwork. And yet, while the murals depict a changing Newton, they also tell a larger 
story of depression-era WPA projects, immigrant artists such as Maurice Compris who brought their 
artistic style to a growing United States and young men going off to war. There is much to be learned 
from them. 

When we have the chance to preserve a unique and fragile artifact that tells us something about 
ourselves and the people who came before us, we need to act. We have an opportunity to remember Lt. 
Brown with public art that celebrates the city that he came of age in and thereby continue to make 
connections across decades for the residents of this city. The restoration of these murals is an excellent 
use of Newton's CPA funds, and I urge you to allocate funding for this important project. 

Thank you very much for your consideration of this application. 
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Community Preservation Program 
cj o Alice Ingerson, program manager 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Ave. 
Newton, Mass. 02459 

September 11, 2015 

This letter is in support of the application to get funds to restore the murals by 
Maurice Compris in memory of Lt. Stafford Leighton Brown, Class of 1915. 

Both of our children are Newton North graduates. Teaching at Newton High and 
then Newton North from 1971-2009 as well as working on Newton's 
Comprehensive Plan are part of both our experiences over the years. 

We urge you to find the way to bring the murals back into the life of Newton North 
so that students can appreciate both the graphic depictions of the city and the 
sacrifices graduates have made. 

Sincerely, 

Helen F. Smith 
Peter H. Smith 
130 Washington St. 
Newton, Mass. 02458 
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   Since 1859, before Abraham Lincoln was President and most of our ancestors were on 
some distant continent, there has been Newton High School.  Its founding motto, “Animi 
Cultus Humanitatis Cibus”, affirms that “Learning Sustains the Human Spirit”, and this 
motto is embedded in the original set of murals which stood proclaiming Newton’s 
educational mission.          
                                                                  
   Even as the make-up of our community has evolved and changed over the last century 
and a half, this core value has been a touchstone and a mirror of Newton’s culture.  The 
“Millennial” mural, commissioned and mounted through Project 2000, acknowledged 
the need to symbolize and visualize the diverse breadth and profound depth of Newton’s 
people and their children.  Now as we  enter our “new” building,  the mural’s message is 
both striking and evocative.  It is  important to remember that it was designed as a 
“partner” to be viewed as a counterpoint and “companion” piece with the original mural 
which was to be restored.  The original stood at the “heart” of the original Newton High 
School, reminding those generations of who they were   and what they should aspire to. 
 
   Many of us who are part of Newton’s traditional human “fabric” are afraid this 
historical art may be lost.  There is already a place, a “frame”, ready for its showing and 
display juxtaposed to Millenial 2000’s beauty. The restoration would complete the 
spiritual journey which reminds us all of Newton’s unyielding commitment to both our 
children and their vital and vibrant education, regardless of the changes and challenges 
which time may thrust upon us. 
                                                                              Thank you, 
 
                                                                       Peter A. Capodilupo 
 
                                                                (former Housemaster, English Department Co-        
                                                                Chairman, Head Football Coach) 
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Ward Newton School Committee 
I Ellen Gibson I 00 Walnut Street 

Newtonvil le, MA 02460 

Mayor Setti Warren 
Ex officio 

II Margaret Albright 

Ill Angela Piller-Wright 

IV Diana Fisher Gomberg 
Tel (6 17) 559-6 110 
Fax (6 17) 559-6 10 1 

V Steven S iegel 

VI Ruth Goldman 
www.newton.k 12.ma.us 

schoolcommittee@newton.k 12.ma.us 
VII Matthew Hills. Chairperson 

VIII Margie Ross Deeter. Vice-Chairperson 

September 25, 2015 

Community Preservation Program 
Newton City Hall 
1000 Commonwealth Avenue 
Newton, MA 02459 

Dear Members of the Community Preservation Program: 

I am writing to express the enthusiasm and support of the School Committee for the 
project to restore and re-hang the murals at Newton North. The murals are an 
important portrayal of Newton's history from the early and middle part of last century, 
and we are delighted that they will again be hung at Newton North. 

I am happy that Superintendent Fleishman has informed you that the Newton Public 
Schools support the project and will commit resources to manage the project (including 
administrative support and a designated project manager to oversee the grant 
funds) . The support for this project will enable current and future Newton residents to 
benefit from the murals for decades to come. 

Thank you again for your interest, and please contact me with any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Matt Hills 
Chair, Newton School Committee 

/mb 
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Historical Significance: 
 

HISTORIC RESOURCES PROPOSAL 
FOR RESTORATION/REHABILITATION OF THREE MURALS 

 
 
On September 24, 2015, the Newton Historical Commission voted unanimously to 
designate three murals of historical importance to the City. 
This proposal seeks funding to restore and rehabilitate these murals, which were painted 
in the 1930’s by Maurice Compris, possibly with WPA funding. The murals were 
dedicated to Lt. Stafford Leighton Brown, Class of 1915, who died in 1918, and were 
hung in the library of Newton High School in the original building on Walnut Street. The 
murals probably depict what Newton thought was important at that time: education, 
family life, commerce, trade and agriculture. The school’s colors, orange and black, are 
integrated into the central section. The two side panels do not accurately depict the city’s 
commerce, but the pictures of shipping and foundry work were possibly included, if the 
work was indeed funded by the WPA, to comply with WPA guidelines, given the 
Depression in the 1930’s.  
 
Maurice Compris (1885-1939) was born in Amsterdam, Holland and was a member of 
the Royal Academy there before moving to the USA. He became a member of both the 
Rockport and the North Shore Art Associations. The main mural has been called “The 
WPA mural”, and research shows that WPA money was awarded to those art associations 
in the 1930’s, although it is not known for sure if Mr. Compris received funding from the 
WPA to complete these particular murals. 
 
Lt. Stafford Leighton Brown graduated from Newton High School in 1915 and went on 
to Dartmouth College. In 1917 he left college to join the American Ambulance Field 
Service unit in France. After working in and around Verdun, the site of fierce fighting, Lt. 
Brown transferred to the Lafayette Escadrille. Here he trained as a pilot and took many 
important photographs of enemy territory for the French government. In one letter to his 
family he wrote that he would like to be remembered: “ … for having done something 
worthwhile, or for dying while trying to do the same.” Lt. Brown died September 28th, 
1918 after a fall from his Spad monoplane. He is buried in the American cemetery in 
Suresnes, Seine, France.  
 
In December 1936, the three murals were dedicated to Lt. Brown in a ceremony at the 
high school. [See attached Dedication Ceremony program]. The artist, Maurice Compris, 
was present at the ceremony, and the guest of honor was Mrs. Eugenie Stafford Brown. 
Local history has usually described the murals as having been commissioned by Mrs. 
Stafford Brown. So far there is no actual evidence to support this. She did, however, 
donate funds for a scholarship in his name, which is still awarded to this day. 
 

(statement continued on page 2) 
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HISTORIC RESOURCES PROPOSAL 
FOR RESTORATION/REHABILITATION OF THREE MURALS 

 
(statement continued from page 1) 

 
 
When the original high school building on Walnut Street was torn down in 1973, the main 
mural was transferred to the new school on Lowell Avenue and hung in the school’s 
cafeteria until 2010. For reasons that are not known, the two side panels were not re-hung, 
but rolled up and kept in storage. When the Lowell Avenue school building was torn 
down and the school moved to Walnut Street in 2010, a specific place was designated for 
the mural to be rehung on “Main Street”.  However, the mural was deemed to be badly in 
need of restoration, and was rolled up and put in storage. It was then that the side panels 
were rediscovered! Since that time all three murals have remained in storage, except for a 
brief time this past summer when they were unrolled and laid out in the War Memorial 
Room at City Hall. Several art restoration firms came to view the murals prior to 
presenting quotes for the much-needed work.  
 
If the murals are restored, there is, sadly, no wall space big enough in the new school 
building to hang all three panels together. So, rehabilitation might be a better word to use, 
since restoration implies not only the physical restoring of the actual paintings, but also 
hanging them all together again. The main mural, once restored, will hang in its own 
niche, and wall space will be found near the Career and Technical Education department – 
directly across from the niche – to hang the side panels.  
 
The School Department is fully in support of this project and has already given ‘in-kind’ 
support to unroll the murals, repack them professionally, and then find an appropriately 
qualified restoration company to do the work. In addition, the Newton Public Schools is 
committed to ongoing administrative support of any funding; maintenance of the murals; 
and interpretation of them at a re-dedication ceremony and in history classes at Newton 
North.  
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Dedication Program (page 2 of 4) 
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Eugenie s;ralfcml Urown Donor of Brown Schol~rships 

---~--- -----
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1./l•.lT,.-.\. J.-\T ST.JFFOUJ) 1./·; f(;J..JTO:\' lJRUJrN. in 
,,.h""e nwmory thi' munl is dr•tht":Hf•d, will he- r,-nwmhcred througiu.ltlf the 

~ <.:.1!1. l.y hoy:o nf the Nc:wtno .Hi~h School. In hi.; n:nnc: :t ~50. 000 schol::m;hip 
fund has hccn •:r.:c a~.idc hr hili motlwr, i\lr~. Eugenic Stafford Brown. w 
be .twar~kd im thl! basi11 of dlar.lct«:.r, lc.-adt:rship, j;t:holarship, and nccJ to 

lu · ~:-: wltn are ~radu:ues of Ncwtun Hi~h School. 

I ,ieutcnam Brown \\':IS n prominent mcrnhcr of tlu.· Cla~ of }r)} 5. 
:1 nd ~~ 1110ng other :Kti \'it ics in 1 he ~chnol had an outsl:lll cling record ns r:t pt.ti rl 
of the Tc:unis Te.1111. H e ent<"'rcd D:manmtth Cullegc, IC:l\'ing in 1')17 
durinJ; his sophomore Yl'af to join the Arnai(.::tn Amhubnn: Field .Sl'r\'it;c 
l 1uir in Frnncc . 

. 1-\fter spending MIUll' months ncar Pari" he licn·ctl for :t rim<: in the 

,;,·inity of Verdun where rh~:rc ''·''~much dcspemre fighting. During this 

Jkrind he passed through rn:wy thrilling-cxpcricnn'S ancl had many n3rrow 

c:S<.":lpes from d~tth. Later Lieutenant llm\\'n w:11> transferred ro the famous 

Lafa\'f'lle Escadrille, recei,·ing hi~ tmining ar Tours and at hsoudun. He 
obr~1ined many important phowgrapht- of c:nemy territory for the FrC'nch 

gr)\'crnlllenr. His w<~r n:cor<l i~ that of a ~.Ia ring and rcsnurceful pil11t. I k 

wac; killed in a fall from a Sp:tcl monopla ne on September 2S, 191S. 

Bt·~·s of New~on may wdl rake him as :tn example of charncre; and 

lcadenhip. 

. -- . ---- -------
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.. 

.. 
T I J £ M t !? A/, if. :1 paintillf{ fllny-h\'e feel \\ icle renciC'red in 

ron!it•n·:ttive. moder11 ~t} It: u.\ i\lnurke Compri~. 

The theme of the p:.inting. which is "Citizenship", is developed 
in three panels. The tn!lin and ccmral p:tnd !tymholizcs "E(lucarion•• and 
rhe two small~.:r ones on either side rcprcscnr the workers in "I rl<lus(r~· " 
and "Commerce". 

In the center panel, ag1linst :\ h<tt:kground of New En~land hills, on 
"·hich appear rhc farm :10d t:arl_v dJUrch, modern youth is symhnli~eJ 
in the \'arious studies and activities of schonl life, slH.'h as Science, Historv, 
Art, Dntma, Music, and Athletics. I Jere the sdtool colors, orauge ar;d 
black. are skilfully wo\'en imo the sdwme. t\m of least importance is the 
<'l'ntral grrmp. :111 c\'cryday f:~ther with an c\'eryclay f:unily standing on a 
founcl:ttirm of rnck in which is gra\'ell the seal of the City of Newton. 

Just hcohind rhi' group rise the inspiring upright lines C)f huilt.ling~ 
ofthc "City ofthr: Future". 

The quotation, inscribed in ~olc.J under the entire wiclrh of rhe 
decoratit>n, is from the Atbt."Jiian Oath ancl wdl t'Xj)T('$SCS the ideal whi~h 
the: mural should inspire: "\Vc will stri\'e unceasingly to quicken the 
public semt" of ch•ic duty that we may tmnsmit our dty not le~, but greater, 
better, and more hcauriful Ul:tn it w:t~trnnsmittcd to us". 

M.·IUIUCE COMPRJS. rhc artiht, was hom in lln11and in IS~5. 
He obtained hit: rmining :H the Qudlinn& 111HI the Royal At:alk~my in 
!\mstcrchuu. Holland. He has stuJied under Profcs~ors !\J,thec, Drake, 
V:UJJ<.:rwoay, :m•l Jan Dunsdman, an<l i11 England :111d llclgium. 

1\lr. Cnmpri~ is :m excd]cnt clmfrsm:m nnd is \'cr:':'ltile in both 
acaderpic and tnoc.Jt:rn tl'Hlll n~rs. He hal- !o:ho\\'n his \\'ork in the mnjor 
exhibitions of this country. In :t1ldrtion to mur:1ls :Had dct'nrati,•c panels 
for public buiiJin~. he is notably successful as a portrait painter. 

~ .. 

-·· 

#335-15



 

 

#25-15 

Draft 

 

CITY OF NEWTON 

 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

 

ORDINANCE NO. A- 

 

2015 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN  

OF THE CITY OF NEWTON AS FOLLOWS: 

 

That the Revised Ordinances of Newton, Massachusetts, 2012, as amended, be and are 

hereby further amended with respect to Article XVIII of  Chapter 18 MEMORIAL 

FUNDS AND TRUSTS as follows: 

 

Following Section 18-232 Exemption from G.L. c. 44 § 54, insert a new Section as 

follows: 

 

18-233 Investment Advisory Committee. 

 

 

(a) Establishment 

 

The Investment Advisory Committee is hereby established to maximize 

investment income earnings on temporarily idle cash in the City treasury, 

consistent with state and federal law and City investment policies.  The 

activities of the Investment Advisory Committee shall be advisory only.  The 

Committee shall take no action that is inconsistent with State law or the City 

Charter or Code of Ordinances, nor shall it abridge any investment 

management authority/responsibility assigned to the City Treasurer/Collector 

or Trustee by virtue of State Law; City Charter or Code of Ordinance; or trust 

agreement. 

 

(b) The purposes of the Investment Advisory Committee shall be: 

 

1) To advise the City Treasurer/Collector on investment management options 

that minimize the need for ongoing tax levy subsidies for the City’s Rainy 

Day Stabilization Fund, while maintaining appropriate levels of liquidity 

and complying with State law governing the investment of Stabilization 

Fund assets. 

 

2) To advise the City Treasurer/Collector on investment management  

options to maximize investment earnings on temporarily idle operating 
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cash that are consistent with liquidity needs; State and Federal law; and 

City investment policies. 

 

3) To advise the City Treasurer/Collector on investment management options 

to maximize investment earnings on trust and internal service funds, 

consistent with liquidity needs; State and Federal law; and any related 

trust agreements. 

 

4) To assist the Finance Committee in monitoring the City’s compliance with 

state law and City investment policies. 

 

5) To recommend changes in the City’s investment policies and/or State law, 

when the Committee determines that such changes are appropriate in order 

to meet the City’s investment management safety/liquidity/return 

objectives. 

 

(c) Composition 

 

The Committee shall consist of the Chair of the Finance Committee; the Chief 

Financial Officer; the Comptroller; and the City Treasurer/Collector, all ex-

officio, as well as four residents of the City, who are qualified to advise on the 

investment of idle cash by virtue of education and professional experience. 

Two citizen members shall be appointed by the Mayor and two by the 

President of the Board of Aldermen.  The term of office for the appointed 

members shall be two years, provided that for the initial appointments made 

hereunder, each of the appointing authorities shall make one of its 

appointments for a three year term.   

 

(d) Meetings 

 

The investment Advisory Committee shall meet at least quarterly in the first 

year and in subsequent years no less than twice a year and make a written 

annual report on their activities to the Mayor and Board of Aldermen within 

(60) days following the conclusion of each fiscal year. 
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CITY OF NEWTON 

 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

 

___________________, 2015 

 

 

Whereas, Area Councils are created by the Board of Aldermen in accordance with the 

requirements of the City of Newton Charter; 

 

Whereas, Area Councils are subject to City audit and must adhere to the City’s financial 

requirements and all other statutory duties, responsibilities, rights and obligations concerning the 

handling of funds received by the Area Councils; 

 

Whereas, utilizing a revolving gift account to receive and expend money, in accordance with 

Massachusetts General Laws chapter 44 § 53A, will allow the Area Councils to comply with the 

requirements of municipal finance laws and the requirements of the Charter. 

 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Aldermen, that  

 

1. Existing Area Councils shall establish revolving gift accounts and shall adhere to the 

City’s “Guidelines for Neighborhood Area Council Special Revenue Funds.” 

 

2. Any Orders issued by the Newton Board of Aldermen to establish a new Area Council 

shall contain a condition that the Area Council create a revolving gift account through 

which the Area Council will conduct all financial business. 
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