
CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2015 
 

Present: Ald. Ciccone (Chair), Johnson, Cote, Harney, Schwartz and Lipof 
Absent: Ald. Yates and Fuller 
City Staff: Captain David MacDonald, Newton Police Department  
 
#326-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR in accordance with Chapter 279 of the Acts of 1992 

and Sec. 3-3 and 3-4 of the City Charter, appointing CAPTAIN DAVID 
MACDONALD as Chief of Police, appointed November 16, 2015, effective 
November 30, 2015.  [11/16/15 @ 3:39 PM]  

ACTION: APPROVED 6-0 
 
NOTE: Captain David MacDonald joined the Committee for discussion on this item. 
 
Captain MacDonald said that he has been with the Newton Police Department for almost 23  
years and is excited to move forward with this opportunity.  He then said that Chief Mintz should 
be commended for his great work including preparing for his successor.    
 
Chair Ciccone stated that Captain MacDonald has had a distinguished career with the Newton 
Police Department.  Amongst many previous police positions, experience, education and training  
Captain MacDonald also had the role of Executive Officer for 2 ½ years and as a narcotic officer 
which is important in today’s society.   
 
Committee members were pleased and excited with this appointment and expressed they have 
great confidence in his performance and look forward to working with him.  They then stated 
that members of the Police Department are also excited.  They agree that Chief Mintz did a great 
job.  Continuity is important and great for the City and the Police Department.   
 
Committee members suggested that Captain MacDonald return to this Committee several times 
per year to update them if necessary addressing any concerns, priorities or needs.  Chair Ciccone 
suggested that Captain MacDonald return in ninety days.   
 
Without further discussion, Chair Ciccone stated Captain MacDonald was an excellent choice.  
Therefore, he made the motion to approve this request appointing him as Chief of Police.  
Committee members agreed 6-0.   
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#311-15 STEVEN J. DONATO, 1211 Washington Street, Trustee of the 337 Washington 

Street Realty Trust, appealing the Approval of TC2-15 Traffic Council Decision 
on October 1, 2015:  All existing Peabody Street resident permits and visitor 
passes will expire on December 31, 2015.  A maximum of two (2) visitor permits 
will be available per dwelling unit for each address on Peabody Street, to be 
effective beginning January 1, 2016.  A note will be added to TPR-202 for 
Peabody Street: “Beginning January 1, 2016, a maximum of one (1) visitor permit 
will be made available to residents of dwelling units located on corner lots which 
are contiguous to a lot that borders Peabody Street.  These visitor permits are to 
continue to be made available on an annual basis, but only to residents living in 
these dwelling units who have a current Peabody Street resident permit or visitor 
pass.  Resident of dwelling units located on corner lots which are contiguous to a 
lot that borders Peabody Street, but who do not currently have a Peabody Street 
visitor permit or resident sticker will not be entitled to obtain one.”   

 (Ward 1)  [Appeal filed 10/21/15] 
ACTION: NO ACTION NECESSARY 5-0, Ald. Cote not voting 
 
NOTE: Chair Ciccone stated that a letter was received today from Attorney Stephen  
Buchbinder from Schlesinger and Buchbinder, LLP, requesting the appeal of Traffic Council  
decision #TC2-15 be withdrawn.  The letter is attached to this report.     
 
Without discussion, Ald. Johnson moved no action necessary.  Committee members agreed 5-0,  
Ald. Cote not voting.  
 

REFERRED TO PS&T, PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#85-15 ALD. SANGIOLO, requesting discussion with the Director of Transportation and 

the Transportation Coordinator to determine whether a fee could be imposed on 
all residents who own automobiles in the City.  Such fee to be placed into a 
transportation fund to pay for roadway and sidewalk improvements.  Residents 
would get a parking sticker in return for each automobile they have registered 
with the City that would enable them to bypass parking restrictions in the City 
except for Tow Zones and Fire Hydrants and any other emergency zones 
determined by the Police and Fire Departments.  [03/12/15 @ 10:38 AM] 

 FINANCE VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY 7-0 on 11/09/15 
ACTION:       NO ACTION NECESSARY 6-0 
 
NOTE: Chair Ciccone stated it was the intent to vote no action necessary on this item.  He 
then said that the Finance Committee voted no action necessary with the understanding that if the 
Public Safety and or Public Facilities Committees voted otherwise, it would be returned to the 
Finance Committee for discussion.   
 
Chair Ciccone then stated that today, Ald. Sangiolo requested that this item be referred to the 
2016-2017 City Council for discussion.   
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Ald. Harney said that Ald. Sangiolo docketed this item on behalf of several constituents.  As 
requested, he will support this item being referred to the 2016-2017 City Council for discussion.  
 
Without further discussion, Ald. Johnson moved no action necessary.  Committee members 
agreed 6-0. 
 
 
The following two (2) items were voted No Action Necessary by Ald. Johnson without 
discussion.  Committee members agreed 6-0.   
 
#309-14(2) ALD. JOHNSON, requesting a discussion regarding changes that may need to be 

made to Traffic Council.  This would include intent and purpose of the council, 
criteria and process to determine the referral of Traffic Council petitions to be 
discussed and acted upon Administratively, by Traffic Council or Public Safety & 
Transportation Committee.  [03/05/15 @ 9:23 PM] 

ACTION:       NO ACTION NECESSARY6-0 
 
#309-14 ALD. JOHNSON, requesting a discussion re changes that may need to be made to 

the membership of the Traffic Council to make it more effective, efficient, and 
representative of the community.  [07/28/14 @ 9:20 AM]  

 HELD 7-0 on 09/17/14 
 HELD 7-0 on 03/04/15 
ACTION:       NO ACTION NECESSARY6-0 
 
 
The following five (5) items were referred without discussion to the 2016-2017 City Council. 
Committee members agreed 6-0.   

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#288-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY 2017-FY 2021 Capital 
Improvement Plan pursuant to section 5-3 of the Newton City Charter.  [10/01/15 
@ 1:53 PM 

 
#326-14 ALD. ALBRIGHT, requesting a discussion and a plan to replace all Newton 

parking meters within two years.  [08/19/14 @ 9:16 AM] 
 HELD 5-0 on 09/17/14, Ald. Harney and Lipof not voting 
 HELD 6-0 on 02/04/15, Ald. Fuller and Johnson not voting 
 HELD 7-0 on 03/04/15 
 HELD 5-0 on 10/07/15, Ald. Fuller not voting  
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#137-11 ALD. DANBERG AND FULLER requesting possible changes to City Ordinance 

19-191, Parking Meter Fees, to require a minimum purchase at long-term parking 
meters in order to discourage short-term use.  [04/26/11 @ 9:52 AM] 

 HELD 6-0 on 05/18/11, Ald. Freedman not voting 
 HELD 8-0 on 01/18/12 
 HELD 5-0 on 01/23/13, Ald. Fuller not voting 
 
#72-14 ALD. CICCONE & JOHNSON, requesting a discussion of the installation of a 

possible bike lane on Walnut Street between Otis Street and Commonwealth 
Avenue.  [03/03/14 @ 8:17 AM] 

 HELD 7-0 on 03/19/14 
 

REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 
#257-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending (1) review of the Fees, Civil 

Fines/Non-Criminal Disposition contained in Chapter 17 LICENSING AND 
PERMITS GENERALLY and Chapter 20 CIVIL FINES/NON-CRIMINAL 
DISPOSITION CIVIL FINES to ensure they are in accordance with what is being 
charged and (2) review of the acceptance of G.L. c. 40 §22F, accepted on July 9, 
2001, which allows certain municipal boards and officers to fix reasonable fees for 
the issuance of certain licenses, permits, or certificates. 

 
At approximately 8:30 pm, the Committee adjourned.  
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
    Allan Ciccone, Jr. Chairman 
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