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P U B L I C  H E A R I N G / W O R K I N G  S E S S I O N  M E M O R A N D U M  

 
DATE:   November 27, 2015 

MEETING DATE: December 1, 2015 

TO:   Land Use Committee of the Board of Aldermen 

FROM:   James Freas, Acting Director of Planning and Development  
   Alexandra Ananth, Chief Planner for Current Planning 
   Stephen Pantalone, Senior Planner 

CC:   Petitioner 
 
In response to questions raised at the Land Use Committee public hearing, and/or staff technical 
reviews, the Planning Department is providing the following information for the upcoming public 
hearing/working session.  This information is supplemental to staff analysis previously provided at the 
public hearing.   

PETITION #231-15        5-7 & 9-11 Carthay Circle 

Request for Special Permit/Site Plan Approval to extend a nonconforming use in order to construct 
two new two-family dwellings on two separate lots. 

The Land Use Committee (the “Committee”) held a public hearing on October 13, 2015, which was 
held open so that the petitioner could respond to questions/concerns that were raised in the 
Planning Department’s memorandum and at the public hearing by the Committee and the public. 
This memo reflects additional information submitted by the petitioner and additional analysis 
completed by the Planning Department. 

Community Meeting 

The petitioner held a community meeting on November 23, 2015 to discuss the project with 
neighbors and the Ward Aldermen.  Based on staff’s conversation with the Ward Alderman, two 
residents on Carthay Circle, two residents on Walnut Street and all three Aldermen attended the 
meeting.  The petitioner also spoke with another resident on Carthay Circle that could not attend the 
meeting.  Overall, the feedback on the project was generally positive. 
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Modifications to the Site Plan/Architectural Drawings 

The petitioner submitted revised plans based on the comments from the community meeting and the 
Planning Department, which lowers the building height by approximately two feet and provides 
additional architectural details on the exterior facades.  The revised plans also show the proposed 
infiltration systems.  The Planning Department believes that the reduction in the building height and 
modifications are improvements to the mass of the proposed building.   
 
Additional Information Required 

The petitioner should submit a site plan showing the second (outdoor) parking stall for each of the 
units to ensure that there is adequate maneuvering aisle width.   The Planning Department has also 
requested the calculation of the average grade plane several times but has not received the 
calculation as of the date of this memo.  The average grade plane calculation will confirm that the 
lowest story is considered a basement for purposes of zoning. 
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