
CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2015 
 
Present: Ald. Ciccone (Chair), Yates, Cote, Fuller, Lipof, Harney and Schwartz  
Absent: Ald. Johnson  
Also Present: Ald. Crossley (Chair), Lennon, Gentile, Lappin, Danberg, Laredo and Brousal-
Glaser  
Absent:  Ald. Albright 
City Staff:  Captain David MacDonald, Newton Police Department; Chief Bruce Proia and  
Acting Assistant Chief Gino Lucchetti, Newton Fire Department; Joshua Morse, Commissioner,   
Public Buildings; Maureen Lemieux, Chief of Staff/Chief Financial Officer; Shane Mark,  
Director of Operations, Public Works Department and James McGonagle, Commissioner of 
Public Works  
 
#414-13(3) HIS HONOR THE MAYOR, requesting authorization to petition the General 

Court for Home Rule Legislation to amend the provisions of the Acts 2014, c.96 
An Act Relative to the Appointment of Special Officers in Newton by raising the 
age limit for service on the special retiree police detail patrol from age 65 to age 
70.  [08/14/15 @ 11:37 AM] 

ACTION: APPROVED 7-0 
 
NOTE: Captain MacDonald joined the Committee for discussion on this item. 
 
Captain MacDonald stated that in June 2014, Newton began using six retired police officers 
(under the age of 65) to perform police details alleviating some department issues.  There are 
currently two retirees now over the age of 65 who desire to continue performing details in the 
City.  The City and the retirees are both benefiting because the retirees are experienced and 
properly trained at no expense to the City and allow the retiree to continue earning wages.  The 
Police Department has not received any complaints and did not take any disciplinary actions.  
 
Committee members expressed their questions regarding amending this legislation. 
Questions: 
Committee members asked if there is a mandatory health screening for the retiree?  Is the City 
fulfilling 100% of necessary details? Is it possible for the Auxiliary Police to perform details? 
Are there different standards for retirees versus officers? 
 
Captain MacDonald answered that the retiree is required to pass a health-screening test at their 
expense.  The City is doing better than Fiscal Year 2014 with fulfilling details required because 
of these additional six retirees.  The Police Department would have to bargain with the Police 
Department Unions to have the Auxiliary Police perform details.  Retirees are limited to  
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performing details, they are not assigned other police tasks.  A retiree may be terminated with a 
fourteen-day notice.  Officers are responsible for their weapons, equipment purchases and their 
own transportation.   
 
Committee members said that they support raising the age limit from age 65 to age 70.  Without 
further discussion, Ald. Yates made the motion to approve amending this legislation.  Committee 
members agreed 7-0. 
 
REFERRED PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#218-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate the sum of 

six hundred fifty thousand dollars ($650,000) from bonded indebtedness for the 
purpose of purchasing a new pumper truck for the Fire Department.  [08/31/15 
3:08 PM] 

ACTION: APPROVED 6-0, Ald. Fuller not voting 
 
NOTE: Chief Proia and Acting Assistant Chief Lucchetti joined the Committee for  
discussion on this item.   
 
Chief Proia stated that several years ago he wrote an apparatus replacement plan for all Fire 
Department vehicles.  The department uses the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA).  
The NFPA recommends standards for replacing fire apparatus.  There are currently nine first 
hand apparatus vehicles that are well over 15 years of age.    
 
The FY’16 Capital Improve Plan (CIP) included replacing a 1999 pumper truck.  The 1999  
pumper truck exceeds the NFPA 15-year life expectancy.  The pumper truck will be used as a  
spare in the City.  The department always tries to maintain three dependable spare vehicles. 
 
The appropriation for $650,000 will allow the department to purchase from E-One a new Custom  
42 Pumper E-One Typhoon X Medium Cab 4x2 Chassis to be used at Station #10.   
 
Committee members expressed their questions regarding this appropriation.   
Questions: 
Committee members asked what type of technology changes in a vehicle over 15 years of age 
and is a 15-year old truck too old?  Will this pumper truck be sold or surplused?  How many 
manufactures are in the area?  The quote from E-One states $594,117, this appropriation requests 
$650,000 why the difference?  How many bids did the City receive on a new pumper truck?    
Do the trucks have standard equipment? 
 
Vehicles change over the years including emergency egress, safety features, hydraulics, 
electronics, computers, sensors, alarms and phones.  This pumper truck will be used as a spare 
truck in the fleet.  There are approximately five manufacturers in the area.  Chief Proia stated 
that once the specs for a truck are complete the cost is set by MAPC according to chosen specs.  
The City has satisfactorily purchased three trucks from E-One.  The approximate $55,000 
difference is for the necessary new equipment and mounting fees including hoses, tools, radios, 
nozzles and generators.  The City’s mechanics are always being educated on newer equipment. 
 



PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
Wednesday, September 9, 2015 

PAGE 3 

Without further discussion, Ald. Lipof made the motion to approve this appropriation.  
Committee members agreed 6-0, Ald. Fuller not voting.   
 
REFERRED PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#217-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate the sum of 

five hundred four thousand seven hundred fifty dollars ($504,750) from bonded 
indebtedness for the purpose of purchasing new Self Contained Breathing 
Apparatus (SCBA) with GPS tracking devices for the Fire Department.  [08/31/15 
3:08 PM] 

ACTION: APPROVED 5-0, Ald. Fuller and Schwartz not voting 
 
NOTE:  Chief Proia and Acting Assistant Chief Lucchetti joined the Committee for  
discussion on this item.   
 
Chief Proia stated the FY’16 Capital Improve Plan (CIP) included replacing the self-contained 
breathing apparatus gear (SCBA) purchased in 2007.  This equipment includes each firefighter 
receiving their own new face piece with GPS technology to allow the safety officer on the scene 
to track firefighter’s location and the elevation inside a building.  Chief Proia stated that this is a 
firefighter’s most important tool and the biggest advancement in firefighter safety.   
 
The department is spending approximately $2,000 to $3,000 to repair each piece of equipment.   
The appropriation for $504,750 will allow the department to purchase from Industrial Protection 
Services, LLC.  Sixty harnesses, 20 thirty-minute cylinders, 2 sixty-minute cylinders, 187 face 
pieces, 2 pak trackers and 2 truck chargers.  
 
Committee members asked if the quote dated January 24, 2015 is still appropriate?  
 
Chief Proia answered that he hold off on purchasing the equipment until the CIP was approved.  
 

 Without further discussion, Ald. Cote made the motion to approve this appropriation.  
Committee members agreed 5-0, Ald. Fuller and Schwartz not voting. 

 
REFERRED PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#216-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate the sum of 

two hundred twenty-seven thousand seven hundred dollars ($227,700) from 
bonded indebtedness for the purpose of purchasing a new bucket truck for the Fire 
Department.  [08/31/15 3:08 PM] 

ACTION: APPROVED 5-0, Ald. Fuller and Schwartz not voting 
 
NOTE:  Chief Proia and Acting Assistant Chief Lucchetti joined the Committee for  
discussion on this item.  
 
Chief Proia stated that the department uses the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA).  
The NFPA recommends standards for replacing fire apparatus.  There are currently nine first 
hand apparatus vehicles that are well over 15 years of age.    
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Chief Proia stated that the FY’16 Capital Improve Plan (CIP) included replacing a 1996 bucket  
did not pass inspection due to a cracked frame and is therefore off the road.  This truck serves  
50% of work in the City including wires, lines and business fire alarm systems.  Most recently, 
the City has borrowed bucket trucks from surrounding communities.  
 
The appropriation for $227,700 will allow the department to purchase from Taylor & Lloyd, Inc.  
a new 2016 4300SBA Cab & Chassis.  
 
Without discussion, Ald. Lipof made the motion to approve this appropriation.  Committee 
members agreed 5-0, Ald. Fuller and Schwartz not voting. 
 

REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 
#413-11  ALD. CICCONE, SALVUCCI, GENTILE & LENNON updating the Public 

Facilities and Public Safety & Transportation Committees on the progress of 
renovations to the city’s fire stations.  [11/17/11 @11:07 AM] 

ACTION: HELD 6-0, Ald. Harney not voting 
 PUBLIC FACILITIES HELD 7-0  
 
NOTE:   The Public Safety & Transportation Committee discussed the item jointly with the 
Public Facilities Committee.  Please refer to the Public Facilities report for a detailed account of 
this discussion including the PowerPoint presented.     
  
Ald. Schwartz made the motion to hold this item.  Committee members agreed 6-0, Ald. Harney  
not voting.   
 
At approximately 9:00 pm, the Committee adjourned. 
 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 
   Allan Ciccone, Jr. Chairman 
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Fire Station #3 and Headquarters Working Group 

 

 The Pre-Qualification and Selection Working Group Committee received three 

Construction Manager at Risk statements on April 9, 2015 in response to the city’s 

request for qualifications issued on March 18th.  The three submissions were from 

Colantonio, Inc., Commodore Builders and WT Rich.  The committee met on May 15th to 

discuss the submissions and found that all three firms were qualified, and they were 

chosen for the Request for Proposal stage. 

 Proposals were received on July 1st and interviews were conducted on July 15th.  

Following the interviews and the review of the submissions and questions, the committee 

met to discuss the firms’ presentations, technical proposals and fee proposals. The 

committee unanimously chose Commodore Builders to be the CM at risk for this project. 

Among the reasons were: 

 

a. The experience and skill set of the team proposed for the project; 

b. The experience with highly complex, phased construction and occupied 

renovation projects; 

c. Pre-construction processes for options analysis, budget controls, and 

constructability reviews;  

d. Strategies for coordinating the project efforts around fire department 

operations; and 

e. Shortest construction schedule which would limit duration of temporary fire 

operations.   

   

The choice of Commodore Builders was approved by the Mayor on July 21st.  

 

      Dick Blazar, Jay Ciccone, Vicki Danberg 
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