
 
The location of this meeting is handicap accessible and reasonable accommodations will be 
provided to persons requiring assistance.  If you need a special accommodation, please contact 
John Lojek, at least two days in advance of the meeting: jlojek@newtonma.gov, or 617-796-
1064.  For Telecommunications Relay Service dial 711. 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE AGENDA 
 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 2015 
 

7 PM 
Room 204  
 
ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 
Public Hearing assigned for April 8, 2015: 
#71-15 EVERSOURCE ENERGY petitioning for a grant of location to install a total of 

754’ + of conduit in the following locations: 
 50’ + of conduit in SPIERS ROAD northerly from Pole 371/18 to the 

intersection of Keller Path 
 411’ + of conduit in KELLER PATH from Spiers Road to proposed 

Manhole #30070.  [02/27/15 @ 2:46 PM]  
 
Public Hearing assigned for April 8, 2015: 
#70-15 EVERSOURCE ENERGY petitioning for a grant of location to install a total of 

461’ + of conduit in the following locations: 
 50’ + of conduit in SPIERS ROAD westerly from Pole 371/21 to the 

intersection of Van Wart Path. 
 704’ + of conduit in VAN WART PATH from Spires Road northwesterly 

to proposed Manhole #30072 and then continuing to proposed Manhole 
#30073.  [02/27/15 @ 2:44 PM]  

 
Public Hearing assigned for April 8, 2015: 
#69-15 EVERSOURCE ENERGY petitioning for a grant of location to install a total of 

562’ + of conduit in the following locations: 
 50’ of conduit in WISWALL ROAD southeasterly from Pole 232/18 to 

the intersection of Shumaker Path 
 456’ + of conduit in SHUMAKER PATH from the intersection of  

Wiswall Road in a southeasterly direction to a proposed Manhole 30074 in 
front of 15 Shumaker Path and then continuing to proposed Manhole 
30075 

 56’ + of conduit in OSBORNE PATH from the intersection of Nightingale 
Path in a northeasterly direction to a box in front of 28 Shumaker Path. 

 103’ + of conduit in OSBORNE PATH from the intersection of 
Nightingale Path in a southwesterly direction to a box in front of 36 
Shumaker Path. [02/27/15 @ 2:44 PM]  
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Public Hearing assigned for April 8, 2015: 
#68-15 EVERSOURCE ENERGY petitioning for a grant of location to install a total of 

415’ + of conduit in the following locations: 
   47’ + of conduit in WISWALL ROAD southeasterly from Pole 232/16 to 

the intersection of Nightingale Path 
 293’ + of conduit in NIGHTINGALE PATH from the intersection of  

Wiswall Road in a southeasterly direction to a proposed Manhole 30076 in 
front of 27 Nightingale Path and continuing to proposed Manhole 30077 

 75’ + of conduit in OSBORNE PATH from the intersection of Nightingale 
Path in an easterly direction to a box in front of 10 Osborne Path. 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#455-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR recommending amendment to Chapter 29, Section 
80 Sewer/Stormwater use charge. of the City of Newton Ordinances to create a 
storm water rate fee structure based upon square footage of impervious surface 
area. 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#88-15 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of six 
hundred thousand dollars ($600,000) from the Department of Public Works 
Salaries Account to the Department of Public Works Contracted Snow Removal 
Account for the purpose of funding the contracted labor final bills.  [04/03/15 @ 
9:45 AM] 

 
#153-13 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting periodic updates on the progress 

of the citywide storm water system assessment needed to define the scope of 
repairs to the system, as well as methods of financing the assessment and an 
accounting of the storm water enterprise fund.  [04/02/13 @ 11:02 AM] 

 
#14-14 ALD. ALBRIGHT, JOHNSON & NORTON requesting a discussion of the snow 

removal operations during the last storm including information on the use of brine 
and how it worked, the effectiveness of the new snow melter, snow dumping, and 
what can be done to make city sidewalks safe in the event of an ice storm.  
12/20/13 @ 4:21 PM] 

 
ITEMS NOT SCHEDULED FOR DISCUSSION: 

REFERRED TO PS&T, PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#85-15 ALD. SANGIOLO requesting discussion with the Director of Transportation and 

the Transportation Coordinator to determine whether a fee could be imposed on 
all residents who own automobiles in the City.  Such fee to be placed into a 
transportation fund to pay for roadway and sidewalk improvements.  Residents 
would get a parking sticker in return for each automobile they have registered 
with the City that would enable them to bypass parking restrictions in the City 
except for Tow Zones and Fire Hydrants and any other emergency zones 
determined by the Police and Fire Departments.   
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#83-15 ALD. CROSSLEY, GENTILE, & ALBRIGHT requesting a discussion and 
update from the Administration on the following energy related items:  status of 
municipal power purchasing contracts for gas and electricity; status of the Power 
Purchase Agreement including solar PV rooftop installations, power offset (cost 
benefit) to date and review of potential future projects; and an update on 
municipal energy consumption including the recent Green Communities report 
filed with the Department of Energy Resources.  [03/26/15 @ 9:19 AM] 

 
#82-15 ALD. SANGIOLO requesting the Public Works Department and the 

administration determine the cost if the City were to undertake complete sidewalk 
shoveling throughout the City, such costs might be charged back to residents with 
a fee.  [03/12/15 @ 10:38 AM] 

 
#72-15 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting a discussion with the 

Administration and Department of Public Works about the extent of damage to 
the City resulting from the recent extreme winter conditions including roadways, 
sidewalks, infrastructure, buildings and how the City is preparing to cope with the 
needed repairs.  [03/09/15 @ 4:22 PM] 

 
#48-15 ALD. JOHNSON, SANGIOLO & YATES requesting a discussion with the 

Commissioner of Public Works regarding: (1) short and long term snow clearing 
of streets and sidewalks, (2) proactive planning relative to potential issues 
resulting from melting snow, (3) short term plans for addressing potholes, and (4) 
how the Department of Public Works will use the data gathered from where 
potholes need to be filled to guide planning for street repairs.  [02/23/15 @ 9:31 
AM] 

 
#47-15 ALD. RICE AND YATES requesting establishment of a pilot storm water 

treatment program for the streets in Waban between Quinobequin Road and 
Chestnut Street including but not limited to Amherst Road, Radcliffe Road and 
Tamworth Road.  [02/11/15 @ 9:13 AM]   

 
REFERRED TO PUB FACIL, PROG & SERV, AND PS&T COMMITTEES 

#46-15 ALD. JOHNSON & CICCONE, requesting a discussion with the Commissioner 
of Department of Public Works and the School Department to determine and 
discuss parking options including use of school properties based on the current 
municipal parking lot programs including the issuance of permits.  [02/11/15 @ 
1:35 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#375-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY16-FY20 Capital Improvement 
Plan pursuant to section 5-3 of the Newton City Charter.  [10/15/14 @ 3:01 PM] 
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#358-14 FINANCE COMMITTEE requesting that the Public Facilities Committee receive 
updates on the clean-up of the Rumford Avenue Landfill every three months.  
[09/11/14 @ 12:01 PM] 

 
#328-14  ALD. ALBRIGHT, DANBERG, & LAREDO requesting a review of double 

poles in Newton including a random sampling of ten double on the north side and 
ten double poles on the south side of Newton to determine which utility is holding 
up the removal of double poles. [08/19/14 @ 9:16 AM] 

 
#189-14  PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting periodic updates on the Zervas 

Elementary School Project. [04/17/14 @ 10:48 PM] 
 
#188-14 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting periodic updates on the Cabot 

Elementary School Project. [04/17/14 @ 10:48 PM] 
 

REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND PUBLIC FACILTIES COMMITTEES 
#119-14  ALD. ALBRIGHT AND CROSSLEY requesting discussion with the Inspectional 

Services Department to explain the development of short and long term plans to 
identify and correct buildings, sidewalks, playgrounds, etc…that do not conform 
to American Disability Act (ADA) standards. The discussion should include 
information on how improvements will be incorporated into the Capital 
Improvement Plan or if less than $75,000 into a comprehensive budget plan to 
correct ADA deficiencies. [03/12/14 @ 4:18 PM] 

 
#62-14 ALD. CROSSLEY, HESS-MAHAN, ALBRIGHT AND SALVUCCI requesting 

a report from the administration on the status of the City strategy to meet its 
obligations as a Department of Energy Resources Green Community, to reduce 
municipal energy consumption by 20% over five years, particularly regarding 
advancing the implementation of the building energy audits program 
recommending energy efficiency measures in existing buildings, and how that 
strategy is incorporated into the capital improvement plan. [02/24/14 @ 6:35 PM] 

 
#417-13 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting that the Administration provide 

updates on the progress of the Angier Elementary School project.  [11/21/13 @ 
9:16 AM] 

 
#131-13 ALD. CROSSLEY, FULLER, SALVUCCI, JOHNSON, CICCONE requesting 

periodic updates and discussion, at the discretion of the members of the Public 
Facilities Committee or the Commissioner of Public Works, on the condition 
functioning, operations and management of all elements of the City sewer, water 
and storm water systems including the following: 

 Water meters 
 Implementation of the ten project area strategic plan to remove infiltration 

in the City sewer system 
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 Implementation of the long range strategic plan to repair and replace City 
water mains, especially to correct for fire flow 

 Status of the City’s Private Inflow Removal Program to resolve and 
disconnect illegal storm water connections to the City sewer system 

 Current billing practices  
 Rates analyses needed to facilitate an informed comparison of billing 

options to include the following options either alone or in combination:  
seasonal rates, second meters, tiered rates, frequency of billing, low 
income credits.  [03/23/13 @ 11:13 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#41-13 ALD. CROSSLEY, FULLER AND SALVUCCI requesting a discussion with the 
administration to review how the city inventories, plans for, budgets and accounts 
for needed smaller capital expenditures (currently set at under $75,000), which 
are excluded from the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP); how to make these non-
CIP capital maintenance items visible, and how to integrate them with the overall 
planning, CIP, and budgeting processes.  [01/14/13 @ 5:02 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PS&T, PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#310-10(2) ALD. DANBERG, BLAZAR, KALIS, SCHWARTZ, ALBRIGHT, HESS- 
(#409-12) MAHAN, RICE, COTE, LEARY, AND NORTON requesting amendments to 

Sec. 26-8D of the City of Newton Ordinances to modify and make permanent the 
trial program for removal of snow and ice from sidewalks and to provide for 
enforcements and fines for violations.  [09/10/14 @ 2:12 PM] 

 
#246-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending Sec. 25-1, which requires a 

permit to create a trench, be reviewed to determine if a new section relative to 
excavation should be established to regulate unsafe excavation beyond the 
regulation of trenches, as the City Engineer has advised that all trenches are 
excavations, but not all excavations are trenches, which amendment would replace 
Sec. 20-53. Excavations; protection; erection of barriers., which was deleted as 
part of recodification because it conflicted with Sec. 25-1.  

 
#245-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending that Chapter 11, RECYCLING 

AND TRASH as most recently amended by Ordinance Z-68 and Z-87, dated 
6/21/10 and 5/16/11, respectively, be reviewed and be amended as necessary. 

 
REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 

#413-11 ALD. CICCONE, SALVUCCI, GENTILE & LENNON updating the Public 
Facilities and Public Safety & Transportation Committees on the progress of 
renovations to the city’s fire stations.  [11-17-11 @11:07 AM] 
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REFERRED TO PROG. & SERV AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 
#36-12 ALD. CROSSLEY & FULLER requesting Home Rule legislation or an ordinance 

to require inspections of private sewer lines and storm water drainage connections 
prior to settling a change in property ownership, to assure that private sewer lines 
are functioning properly and that there are no illegal storm water connections to 
the city sewer mains. 

 
A) Sewer lines found to be compromised or of inferior construction would have 

to be repaired or replaced as a condition of sale; 
B) Illegal connections would have to be removed, corrected, and re-inspected in 

accordance with current city ordinances and codes, as a condition of sale.  
[01/24/12 @ 8:07 AM] 

 
#367-09 PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEE requesting discussion with the Law 

Department on how to resolve the dispute with NStar regarding whose 
responsibility it is to repair the streetlight connection between the manhole and 
the base of the streetlight.  [10/21/09 @ 9:00 PM] 

 
#253-07 ALD. LINSKY ALBRIGHT, JOHNSON, HARNEY, SANGIOLO, SALVUCCI, 

MANSFIELD, BURG, SCHNIPPER requesting (1) a review as to how provisions 
of applicable ordinances, specifically 5-58, were implemented during the course 
of the Newton North project, and (2) consider proposed revisions of 5-58 
including, but not limited to: 
(a) timely provision of documentation by the public building department to the 

Board of Aldermen and Design Review Committee; 
(b) establishment of liaison committees to facilitate communications and input 

from neighborhoods affected by projects subject to this ordinance; 
(c) approval of final design plans by the Board of Aldermen of projects subject to 

this ordinance; 
(d) oversight during the construction phase of projects subject to this ordinance 

by appropriate Board committee(s) both in respect to approval of change 
orders as well as design changes; and 

(e) generation of a required record detailing the entire construction process by the 
public building department to guide present and future oversight of projects 
subject to this ordinance.   

(f) establishment of a committee to provide oversight for public building 
construction and renovation during all phases of planning, design and 
construction.  [08/07/07 @ 3:12 PM] 

 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 Deborah Crossley, Chairman 



























































Instructions and Guidelines for Stormwater Fee Credits 

The City of Newton offers credits against the drain fee for service customers who undertake 
specific actions to reduce the impact of stormwater runoff on the public storm drainage system, 
or provide an on-going benefit related to stormwater management.  Credits are evaluated based 
upon two categories 1) On-site stormwater management systems and 2) Stormwater Quality 
Treatment.  Residential and non-residential properties may apply using the same form.  

If a property owner, school or business wishes to obtain abatement for the storm drain fee, a 
completed application form with supporting documentation shall be submitted to the Stormwater 
Program Manager.  Please attach to the application any plans, sketches or engineering reports 
that indicate the location of these structures (e.g., dry wells, leaching galleys, detention basins, 
etc.) and the area captured by these stormwater controls or best management practices.    

The Stormwater Program Manager will review the application and conduct a site visit, if 
necessary, to determine the appropriate fee reduction based upon the following schedule.

Residential Non-Residential
Roof runoff captured and infiltrated:   25 to 50%    25 to 50% 
Driveway / parking lot captured and infiltrated:    15 to 25% 25 to 50% 
Stormwater Quality (pre-treatment prior to 
  entering public drainage system):    10 to 20% 10 to 20% 

Since house, building, driveway and/or parking lot areas vary greatly with the properties in 
Newton; a range of percentages is given so that a fair evaluation may be given to all applicants.
The following are examples of how the above rate structure may be applied:  

Single-family house with all roof leaders connected underground to a 500-gallon dry well 
sized to handle 7 inches of rain over a 24-hour period (100-year storm) = 50% deduction.   

All driveway runoff is collected by a catch basin that conveys water to a second 500-
gallon dry well, sized for the 100-year storm = 25% reduced fee.     

Local gas station installs and maintains a Stormceptor™ such that all stormwater runoff 
on their property passes through this unit prior to entering the public drain = 20% 
deduction.

The total number of credits given to any property cannot exceed 75% of the drain fee for that 
property.

It is the responsibility of the property owner to apply for a credit and to provide the necessary 
supporting documentation with the application.  Credit applications will only be reviewed if they 
are filled out completely.  The review will be performed within four (4) weeks of receiving the 
application.   Final approval of the application, if any, shall be made by the Commissioner of 
Public Works or his designee. 

#455-14
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