
CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7, 2015    
 

Present: Ald. Ciccone (Chair), Yates, Cote, Fuller, Lipof, and Schwartz  
Absent: Ald. Johnson and Harney 
Also Present: Ald. Crossley (Chair), Lennon, Gentile, Albright, Lappin, Danberg, Laredo,   
Brousal-Glaser, Sangiolo and Norton 
City Staff: David Turocy, Commissioner of Public Works; Joshua Morse, Commissioner of 
Public Buildings; Maureen Lemieux, Chief of Staff/Chief Financial Officer; Chief Bruce Proia, 
Newton Fire Department; Rob Garrity, Director of Sustainability; Capt. Marc Gromada and Sgt. 
Jay Babcock, Newton Police Department and David Koses, Transportation Coordinator 
 

REFERRED TO PS&T AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES 
#413-11  ALD. CICCONE, SALVUCCI, GENTILE & LENNON updating the Public 
  Facilities and Public Safety & Transportation Committees on the progress of 
  renovations to the city’s fire stations.  [11/17/11 @11:07 AM] 
ACTION: HELD 6-0 
  PUBLIC FACILITIES HELD 8-0 
 
NOTE:   The Public Safety & Transportation Committee discussed the item jointly with the 
Public Facilities Committee.  Please see the Public Facilities report for a detailed account of this 
discussion including the PowerPoint presented.     
  
Ald. Fuller made the motion to hold this item with the understanding that the project would be  
before the Board of Aldermen as part of the schematic design/site plan approval process in the  
near future.  Committee members agreed 6-0. 
 
#11-15 TRAFFIC COUNCIL CHAIR, providing the Annual Report on the work of the 

Traffic Council for 2014 pursuant to Section 19-30(g) of the City of Newton 
Revised Ordinances 2012.  [12/15/14 @ 4:10 PM] 

ACTION: NO ACTION NECESSARY 6-0 
 
NOTE:   David Koses, Transportation Coordinator and Ald. Sangiolo joined the 
Committee for discussion on this item. 
 
Mr. Koses reviewed with Committee members the work of Traffic Council in 2014, attached to 
this report.  Mr. Koses said during 2014, Traffic Council held eleven evening meetings and heard 
81 items.  The maximum backlog during 2014 was 26, as of tonight there are 16 items.  Traffic 
Council approved (or approved as amended) 78% of all items heard, took no action on 11%, and 
denied one item.  One appeal was submitted to the Board of Aldermen and remains on the Public 
Safety & Transportation Committee Agenda. 
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Changes to Traffic Council in 2014 included Alicia Wilson joining Traffic Council as the 
Resident member and the Transportation Planner position was transferred from the Department 
of Planning and Development to become a Transportation Coordinator within the Transportation 
Division of the Department of Public Works.    
 
In 2014, Traffic Council approved the following two new Neighborhood Parking Districts:  The 
Auburndale Village Parking District Plan and the Carr School Traffic and Parking Plan.   
 
Twenty-eight items remain on the Traffic Council Agenda including six items slated to be 
reviewed for preliminary eligibility by the Department of Public Works.  Committee members 
noted that some items on the preliminary eligibility section of the agenda are quite old and have 
been on the agenda for quite some time.  Mr. Koses agreed.  He said that delays are due to 
staffing shortage/issues.  Committee members and Aldermen present asked and later suggested 
discussing staffing shortages/issues past and present during budget discussion and suggested 
hiring outside consultants to conduct the preliminary studies reducing delays regardless of 
staffing.  
 
Committee members then asked the number of items Traffic Council approved that did not come 
to fruition due to funding reasons.  Mr. Koses answered that Traffic Council approved the 
installation of parking meters in the Melrose Street parking lot as part of the Auburndale Village 
Parking District Plan but due to funding these meters have not been installed.  They then asked 
Mr. Koses in the future to provide a summary on approved items that have not come to fruition, 
if necessary.   
  
Without further discussion, Ald. Cote moved no action necessary.  Committee members agreed 
6-0. 
 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANS AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#465-14 ALD. SANGIOLO, GENTILE AND HARNEY, requesting a discussion 

regarding reducing the fee charged to residents for permit parking programs. 
[11/17/14 @ 12:40 PM] 

ACTION: HELD 6-0 
 
NOTE: Ald. Gentile, Sangiolo, Norton, Mr. Koses, Sgt. Babcock and Capt. Gromada 
joined the Committee for discussion on this item. 
 
Ald. Sangiolo and Gentile informed Committee members that they docketed this item after 
receiving complaints from constituents regarding the implementation of a $25.00 permit fee per 
sticker for the Auburndale Village Parking District Plan.  It appears some residents are unhappy 
with parking being eliminated in front of their homes or that they have to purchase resident 
permits.  What used to be free is now costing $25.00 per year, per permit.  Residents were happy 
prior to the Auburndale Village Parking District Plan being implemented.  They said that they 
informed their constituents that they would docket an item researching the possibility to either 
reduce or eliminate the permit fee.   
 
Capt. Gromada and Sgt. Babcock said that the Police Department is absorbing the cost on these 
permits; it is costing the department more than $25.00 to implement the program.  The 
department purchases the stickers, pays the issuing clerks salary, pays overtime costs, if 
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necessary and installs necessary information into the hand-held computers.  The City pays to 
install the permit signs.   
 
If permit fees are reduced or eliminated perhaps residents in areas of other approved parking 
plans will request a refund or a fee reduction.  Residents are unhappy when parking is eliminated 
in front of their homes unless it is for their use.  Initially when the Newtonville Neighborhood 
Parking District Plan was implemented, residents were complaining of the $25.00 fee.   
 
A paid resident permit allows residents to override a parking restriction.  Permit fees are $25.00 
for the entire year and each violation is $25.00.  Each parking permit includes two free visitor 
passes.  Sgt. Babcock noted that a number of years ago, the Board of Aldermen approved a 
$25.00 resident permit-parking fee prior to any of the neighborhood-parking plan being 
implemented, residents did not complain.  
 
This year, the department has issued approximately 1,000 stickers at $25.00 each.  Residents are 
complaining to them that the department only issues permits weekdays until 5pm.  The 
department is discussing an option to allow residents the ability to renew and pay on-line, which 
would lower department costs.  Sgt. Babcock noted the following fees charged for permit 
parking in neighboring communities:  Cambridge and Brookline are $25.00, Brookline is $25.00, 
Watertown charges a fee and Waltham is free (does not have a permit-parking program).  
Employees in the Auburndale Village Parking District Plan area purchase parking permits for 
$25.00.  Brookline charges $500.00 for employee parking permits.   
 
Committee members expressed their concerns, questions/suggestions and comments. 
Concerns 

 Some Committee members feel that the fees should not be reduced or eliminated due to a  
few complaints. 

 Understanding the difference between paying taxes and fees are necessary.  Fees are  
charged to residents requiring unique needs such as parking.     

 Fees charged for resident parking permits should not be a financial penalty and should 
not be an inconvenience to residents. 

 A $25.00 permit fee is concerning to residents.   
Questions/Suggestions 

 Is it right to charge residents to pay a fee allowing them to park on their street?   
 Track the number of complaints received. 
 Are residents requesting permit plans be implemented?  
 Some resident do not desire parking permit plans.   
 Determine how parking plans are approved and decided.   
 Survey residents inquiring if parking permit plans are beneficial for them.   

Comments  
 Some Committee members said that the parking permit allows residents to park on their  

street and allows them to override parking restrictions without receiving violations.  A cost is  
necessary and the City should not absorb the fees.  

 Some Committee members and Aldermen present said that the City taxes should include 
resident parking permit fees and include supplementing the Police Department for their costs.   

 Committee members said that there would be additional resident parking permit 
programs implemented Citywide and fees should be considered and discussed. 

 Significant Police presence is necessary to enforce these parking plans. 



PUBLIC SAFETY & TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE REPORT 
Wednesday, January 7, 2015 

PAGE 4 

 
Mr. Koses explained the three different $25.00 permit fees.  Resident permits cost $25.00, Tiger 
permits cost $25.00 and Auburndale Village employee permits cost $25.00.  Ald. Gentile noted 
that he is not suggesting eliminating or reducing permit fees for the Tiger permits or Auburndale 
Village employee permits.  He is only suggesting resident permit fees be eliminated or reduced.  
Mr. Koses said that the Newtonville Neighborhood Parking District Plan included sixty streets.  
Since implementation, some residents have docketed items for Traffic Council’s consideration 
either to be eliminated or added into the neighborhood-parking program.  The Auburndale 
Village Parking District Plan is the same process where abutters may petition Traffic Council.  It 
is an easy process to complete.  Ald. Sangiolo said that as a last resort, Traffic Council 
implements resident parking restrictions after conducting trials.   
  
Ald. Sangiolo asked for statistics of overtime paid to process the permit and the number of 
permits issued.  Sgt. Babcock answered that the department started issuing permits on December 
17.  He is hopeful all permits will be issued by January 31.   
 
Ald. Fuller made the motion to hold this item on the following three parking districts including 
Newtonville Neighborhood Parking District Plan, Carr School Traffic and Parking Plan and 
Auburndale Village Parking District Plan regarding residential parking permits (only) to 
eliminate the fee charged to residents while maintaining the parking programs.  She then 
suggested collecting additional data if possible.   
 
Ald. Lipof made the motion to hold this item.  Committee members agreed 6-0.  The docketers 
agreed to hold this item and discuss again in the near future with data including the number of 
residents purchasing permits and the number of residents who do not purchase permits.  They 
understand that residents may always petition Traffic Council to change, opt in or opt out of the 
program.  Ald. Fuller requested that this report reflect a potential motion in the future on the 
following three parking districts including Newtonville, Carr School Traffic and Parking Plan 
and the Auburndale Village Parking District Plan residential permit parking permits (only) to 
eliminate fees charged to residents while maintaining the parking programs.   
 
#449-14 ALD. NORTON, requesting a discussion with the Police Department regarding 

the practice of issuing warning to drivers heading north on Walnut Street and 
turning right onto Washington Street, if they turn right during the pedestrian 
countdown, even if there are no pedestrians in the crosswalk, as there is no 
mention of this being illegal in the RMV Drivers Manual. [11/10/14 @10:17 AM] 

ACTION:  NO ACTION NECESSARY 4-0, Ald. Lipof and Cote not voting 
 
NOTE:   Ald. Norton, Sgt. Babcock and Capt. Gromada joined the Committee for 
discussion on this item. 
 
Ald. Norton said that she docketed this because she always thought turning right at this location 
during the pedestrian countdown was illegal.  She was later misinformed that it was legal when 
in fact, it is not and she was issued a warning.   
 
Sgt. Babcock said that the Registry of Motor Vehicles (RMV) Drivers Manual does not identify 
what the Newton Police Department has been enforcing.  The RMV has advised them that the 
rule is that at an intersection; the intersection becomes frozen when the walk light is lit.  If there 
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are no pedestrians present, you are allowed to turn right.  The Department of Transportation 
(DOT) sent a letter stating that from a judicial review, they prefer the intersection be frozen and 
it is necessary that it be enforced.  The City is issuing warnings.  The department is using DOT’s 
letter as guidance. 
 
Sgt. Babcock said that when the DOT letter was reviewed, the City began working on choosing 
the five worst intersections in the City for grant purposes.  Walnut Street and Washington Street 
are one of the top five.   
 
Approximately 400 warnings have been issued at this intersection.  A majority of the time 
pedestrians were present in the crosswalk.  Most recently, in eleven weeks there have been zero 
accidents.  Prior to the department issuing warnings, there were six accidents.   
 
Committee members and Ald. Norton want to notify, educate and make clear to the public that 
this is illegal.  Sgt. Babcock said that he has requested the letter from DOT, when it is available 
he will forward to Chair Ciccone for public use, many are unaware that is illegal. 
 
Without further discussion, Ald. Fuller moved no action necessary.  Committee members agreed 
4-0, Ald. Lipof and Cote not voting.   
 
At approximately 9:40 pm, Ald. Yates made the motion to adjourn.  Committee members agreed 
4-0, Ald. Lipof and Cote not voting.  

 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 
   Allan Ciccone, Jr. Chairman 
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Compass Project Management, Inc. 
Owner’s Project Managers 
 
Schwartz / Silver Architects 
Architecture, Interiors, Specifications, Sustainability, Accessibility           
 
Mitchell Associates 
Fire Station Programming, Public Safety 
  
BVH Integrated Services 
HVAC / Energy Modeling: Paul Ricci, PE 
Electrical: Dan Marchand, PE 
Plumbing / FP: Tony Monaco, PE 
Technology: Felix Zayas, PE 
  
Becker Structural Engineers 
Structural:  Paul Becker, PE + Dan Burne, PE   
    
Nitsch Engineering 
Civil, Environmental:  Sandra Brock, PE, LEED AP  
     
Rolf Jensen Associates 
Code:  Jeremy Lebowitz, PE    
  
VJ Associates 
Cost:  Clive Tysoe, CCC, MRICS 
  
Ground Inc. 
Landscape: Shauna Giles-Smith 

PROJECT TEAM 
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PROJECT & SITE 
CHALLENGES 

 
Existing historic headquarters 
building constrains the use of the 
site. 
 
Moving the headquarters building 
affects limited financial resources. 
 
MWRA property line limits access to 
Centre Street from the site 
 
Verizon vault limits access to Centre 
Street from the site 
 
Vehicle access to Centre Street 
would improve response times and  
is desirable. 
 

 
 
 

VERIZON VAULT 

HQ 

STATION #3 
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SITE OPTIONS 
 

Option #1: 
   Existing HQ stays 
   Verizon vault stays 
   MWRA easement not required 
   No vehicle access onto Centre St 
 
Option #2: 
   Existing HQ stays 
   Verizon vault access moves 
   MWRA easement not required 
   Four drive-through bays 
 
Option #3: 
   Existing HQ moves on-site 
   Verizon vault access moves 
   MWRA easement not required 
   Five drive-through bays 
 
Option #4: 
   Existing HQ moves off-site 
   Verizon vault access moves 
   MWRA easement not required 
   Five drive-through bays 
 
 

 
 
 

Option #1 Option #2 

Option #3 Option #4 
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SITE OPTIONS 
 

Option #5: 
   Existing HQ moves off-site 
   Verizon vault stays 
   MWRA easement not required 
   Five drive-through bays 
 
Option #6: 
   Existing HQ stays 
   Verizon vault access moves 
   MWRA land required 
   Three drive-through bays 
 
Option #7: 
   Existing HQ stays 
   Verizon vault access moves 
   MWRA easement for driveway 
   Five drive-through bays 
 
Option #8: 
   Existing HQ stays 
   Verizon vault stays 
   MWRA easement not required 
   Five drive-through bays  
   Dallaria Salon site required  
 
 

 
 
 

Option #5 Option #6 

Option #7 Option #8 
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EVALUATION 
MATRIX 

Options #1  through  #8 
 
 

 
 
 

  Evaluation Matrix - Newton Fire Station #3 and Headquarters -  Concept Options  - WORKING DRAFT 
Updated:                 
7/22/2014                 
                  

Option Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Option Description Existing HQ Stays 

Verizon vault stays 
Existing HQ stays 

Verizon Vault access 
moves 

Existing HQ moves 
on-site; Verizon vault 

stays 

Existing HQ moves 
off-site; verizon vault 

access moves 

Existing HQ moves 
off-site; Verizon vault 

stays 

Existing HQ stays; 
Verizon vault access 

moves; MWRA 
Easement 

Existing HQ Stays; 
Verizon vault stays;                  
MWRA Easement 

Existing HQ stays; 
Verizon Vault stays; 

Acquire Dellaria's 
parcel 

Evaluation Criteria                 
Service Delivery; 
Operationally 
Desirable? 

No discharge to 
Centre;  No drive-thru 
bays 

4 bay discharge to 
Centre, converging 
driveway; 

5 drive-thru bays with 
discharge to Centre; 
possible grade issue 

5 drive-thru bays with 
discharge to Centre 

5 drive-thru bays with 
discharge to Centre; 
possible grade issue 

5 bay, split discharge 
to Centre, converging 
driveway; poor entry 
to HQ 

5 drive-thru bays 
discarge to 
intersection on 
Centre 

5 drive-thru bays 
discarge to 
intersection on 
Centre 

Option supports 
Program sq. footage 
requirements 

Irregular layout could 
limit ideal 
progamming 
adjacencies 

Irregular layout could 
limit ideal 
progamming 
adjacencies 

Regular footprint for 
new space 

Ideal; no constraints; 
larger new space due 
to relocation of HQ 

Regular footprint for 
new space 

disconnected 
programming; less 
admin space to get 
drive-thru bays 

Regular footprint for 
new space 

Regular footprint for 
new space 

Parking Not ideal access to 
HQ 

Not ideal access to 
HQ 

Adequate Adequate Adequate Poor access to HQ Adequate Adequate 

Project Costs - not 
including acquisition 
costs 

Typical; temp facilities Modification to 
Verizon Vault; temp 
facilities 

Move HQ; temp 
facilities 

Move HQ; 
Modfication to 
Verizon vault; temp. 
facilities; larger new 
space 

Move HQ; temp 
facilities; larger new 
space 

Modification to 
Verizon Vault; temp 
facilities 

Typical; Retaining 
wall; added site 
costs? Temp faclities. 

Typical 

Acquisition Cost(s) NO NO NO Relocation site for 
HQ? 

Relocation site for 
HQ? 

NO NO Acquisition of 
Dellaria's 

Timeline/Schedule Typical Verizon vault 
modification 

Move of HQ Move of HQ; Verizon 
vault modification 

Move of HQ Verizon vault 
modification; MWRA 
easement 

MWRA easement Acquisition of 
Dellaria's 

Temporary 
Operations 

Yes - FS#3 Yes - FS#3 Yes - FS#3. Possibly 
only partial? 

Yes - only HQ? Yes - FS#3. Possibly 
only partial? 

NO Yes - FS#3 NO 

Public Acceptance HQ remains; lots of 
green space along 
Centre 

HQ remains; less 
green space on 
Centre 

HQ moved to Willow; 
less green space on 
Centre 

Relocation of HQ; less 
green space on 
Centre 

Relocation of HQ; less 
green space on 
Centre 

HQ remains; no green 
space on Centre; poor 
access to HQ 

HQ remains; lots of 
green space along 
Centre 

HQ remains; lots of 
green space along 
Centre 

Long Range Planning Future expansion is 
possible 

Future expansion 
limited. 

Future expansion 
limited. 

Future expansion is 
possible 

Future expansion is 
possible 

Future expansion 
limited. 

Future expansion is 
possible 

Future expansion is 
possible 

                  
  More Desirable Neutral Less Desirable     
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Option #8: 
   Existing HQ stays 
   Verizon vault stays 
   MWRA easement not required 
   Five drive-through bays  
   Dallaria Salon site required  
 
Option #7: 
   Existing HQ stays 
   Verizon vault access moves 
   MWRA easement for driveway 
   Five drive-through bays 
 
Option #3: 
   Existing HQ moves on-site 
   Verizon vault access moves 
   MWRA easement not required 
   Five drive-through bays 
 
Option #2: 
   Existing HQ stays 
   Verizon vault access moves 
   MWRA easement not required 
   Four drive-through bays 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TOP FOUR OPTIONS 
 

Option #8 Option #7 

Option #3 Option #2 
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  Evaluation Matrix - Newton Fire Station #3 and Headquarters -  Concept Options  - WORKING DRAFT of Shortlisted Options 
Updated:                 
7/22/2014                 
                  

Option Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Option Description Existing HQ Stays 

Verizon vault stays 
Existing HQ stays 

Verizon Vault access 
moves 

Existing HQ moves 
on-site; Verizon vault 

stays 

Existing HQ moves 
off-site; verizon vault 

access moves 

Existing HQ moves 
off-site; Verizon vault 

stays 

Existing HQ stays; 
Verizon vault access 

moves; MWRA 
Easement 

Existing HQ Stays; 
Verizon vault stays;                  
MWRA Easement 

Existing HQ stays; 
Verizon Vault stays; 

Acquire Dellaria's 
parcel 

Evaluation Criteria                 
Service Delivery; 
Operationally 
Desirable? 

No discharge to 
Centre;  No drive-thru 
bays 

4 bay discharge to 
Centre, converging 
driveway; 

5 drive-thru bays with 
discharge to Centre; 
possible grade issue 

5 drive-thru bays with 
discharge to Centre 

5 drive-thru bays with 
discharge to Centre; 
possible grade issue 

5 bay, split discharge 
to Centre, converging 
driveway; poor entry 
to HQ 

5 drive-thru bays 
discarge to 
intersection on 
Centre 

5 drive-thru bays 
discarge to 
intersection on 
Centre 

Option supports 
Program sq. footage 
requirements 

Irregular layout could 
limit ideal 
progamming 
adjacencies 

Irregular layout could 
limit ideal 
progamming 
adjacencies 

Regular footprint for 
new space 

Ideal; no constraints; 
larger new space due 
to relocation of HQ 

Regular footprint for 
new space 

disconnected 
programming; less 
admin space to get 
drive-thru bays 

Regular footprint for 
new space 

Regular footprint for 
new space 

Parking Not ideal access to 
HQ 

Not ideal access to 
HQ 

Adequate Adequate Adequate Poor access to HQ Adequate Adequate 

Project Costs - not 
including acquisition 
costs 

Typical; temp facilities Modification to 
Verizon Vault; temp 
facilities 

Move HQ; temp 
facilities 

Move HQ; 
Modfication to 
Verizon vault; temp. 
facilities; larger new 
space 

Move HQ; temp 
facilities; larger new 
space 

Modification to 
Verizon Vault; temp 
facilities 

Typical; Retaining 
wall; added site 
costs? Temp faclities. 

Typical 

Acquisition Cost(s) NO NO NO Relocation site for 
HQ? 

Relocation site for 
HQ? 

NO NO Acquisition of 
Dellaria's 

Timeline/Schedule Typical Verizon vault 
modification 

Move of HQ Move of HQ; Verizon 
vault modification 

Move of HQ Verizon vault 
modification; MWRA 
easement 

MWRA easement Acquisition of 
Dellaria's 

Temporary 
Operations 

Yes - FS#3 Yes - FS#3 Yes - FS#3. Possibly 
only partial? 

Yes - only HQ? Yes - FS#3. Possibly 
only partial? 

NO Yes - FS#3 NO 

Public Acceptance HQ remains; lots of 
green space along 
Centre 

HQ remains; less 
green space on 
Centre 

HQ moved to Willow; 
less green space on 
Centre 

Relocation of HQ; less 
green space on 
Centre 

Relocation of HQ; less 
green space on 
Centre 

HQ remains; no green 
space on Centre; poor 
access to HQ 

HQ remains; lots of 
green space along 
Centre 

HQ remains; lots of 
green space along 
Centre 

Long Range Planning Future expansion is 
possible 

Future expansion 
limited. 

Future expansion 
limited. 

Future expansion is 
possible 

Future expansion is 
possible 

Future expansion 
limited. 

Future expansion is 
possible 

Future expansion is 
possible 

                  
  More Desirable Neutral Less Desirable Eliminated 

EVALUATION  
MATRIX 
  

 

 
#413-11



PREFERRED SITE OPTION 
 

Preferred Option #7 
 
Site Plan 
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NEWTON FIRE STATION #3 and HEADQUARTERS SCHWARTZ / SILVER with MITCHELL ASSOCIATES 

Refined Site Plan for 
Preferred Option #7 

 

N 

HQ 

STATION #3 

MEMORIALS 
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Ground Floor Plan 
 

N 

NEW STATION #3 

RENOVATED HQ BLD’G 
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Mezzanine Plan 
 

N 

NEW STATION #3 

RENOVATED HQ BLD’G 
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Second Floor Plan 
 

RENOVATED HQ BLD’G 

NEW STATION #3 

N 
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Northeast Aerial View – Existing Conditions 
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NEWTON FIRE STATION #3 and HEADQUARTERS SCHWARTZ / SILVER with MITCHELL ASSOCIATES 

Northeast Aerial View – Option 01 
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NEWTON FIRE STATION #3 and HEADQUARTERS SCHWARTZ / SILVER with MITCHELL ASSOCIATES 

Materials – Option 01 
 

BRICK TO MATCH EXISTING HQ 

FIBER CEMENT PANELS 

FIBER CEMENT PANELS WITH WINDOWS  HISTORIC REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 
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Willow Street Elevation – Option 01 
 

 
#413-11



NEWTON FIRE STATION #3 and HEADQUARTERS SCHWARTZ / SILVER with MITCHELL ASSOCIATES 

Centre Street Elevation – Option 01 
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NEWTON FIRE STATION #3 and HEADQUARTERS SCHWARTZ / SILVER with MITCHELL ASSOCIATES 

Lyman Street Elevation – Option 01 
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NEWTON FIRE STATION #3 and HEADQUARTERS SCHWARTZ / SILVER with MITCHELL ASSOCIATES 

Northeast Aerial View – Option 02 
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NEWTON FIRE STATION #3 and HEADQUARTERS SCHWARTZ / SILVER with MITCHELL ASSOCIATES 

Materials – Option 02 
 

RED BRICK SIMILAR TO EXISTING HQ 

FROSTED GLASS PANELS 

ANODIZED ALUM. SUNSREEN AND WINDOWS HISTORIC REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 
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Willow Street Elevation – Option 02 
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NEWTON FIRE STATION #3 and HEADQUARTERS SCHWARTZ / SILVER with MITCHELL ASSOCIATES 

Centre Street Elevation – Option 02 
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NEWTON FIRE STATION #3 and HEADQUARTERS SCHWARTZ / SILVER with MITCHELL ASSOCIATES 

Lyman Street Elevation – Option 02 
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Site Section through Willow Street at Apparatus Bay 
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SW Aerial View of the Site 
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NEWTON FIRE STATION #3 and HEADQUARTERS SCHWARTZ / SILVER with MITCHELL ASSOCIATES 

NE Aerial View of the Site 
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ADDITIONAL SLIDES… 
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SITE 
SURVEY 
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SECTION THROUGH 
MWRA AQUADUCT 
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City of Newton 

 

Setti D. Warren 
    Mayor 
 

DATE:  JANUARY 7, 2015 

To:     Members of the Public Safety and Transportation Committee 

From:       David Koses, Transportation Coordinator 

RE:            #11‐15 Traffic Council Chair providing the Annual Report of the work of the 
Traffic Council for 2014 

 

M E M O R A N D U M  

 
On December 3, 2007, the Board of Aldermen approved as amended, docket item #421‐
05, which authorized changes to the structure of the Traffic Council.  At that time, the 
Committee requested an annual update of Traffic Council Actions.  The attached 
information is provided to the Committee as requested.  No action is necessary. 
 
During 2014, Traffic Council held eleven evening meetings.  As shown in Appendix A, 
during 2014 Traffic Council heard 81 items and took final action on 73 of them (eight 
items are still being held).  A list of all items heard during 2014 is shown in Appendix B.  
Traffic Council approved (or approved as amended) 78% of all items heard, took no 
action on 11%, and denied one item.  During 2014, the following item was the only item 
that was submitted for appeal to the Board of Aldermen.   
 

 TC1‐14 SGT. BABCOCK, requesting a parking restriction on Fairfield Street, to 
allow for emergency vehicle access. 

 
Two new Neighborhood Parking Districts were approved in 2014:  
 

 The Auburndale Village Parking District in Ward 4; and  

 The Carr School Traffic and Parking Plan.   
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During 2014, the Transportation Planning Coordinator position was transferred from the 
Department of Planning and Development to become a Transportation Coordinator 
position within the Transportation Division of the Department of Public Works.  The 
Board of Aldermen subsequently voted to make a change to City Ordinance Section 19‐
25, establishment of traffic council membership, to allow the employee whose job 
responsibilities include transportation planning to serve as a member of traffic council, 
as determined jointly by the commissioner of public works and the director of planning 
and development (the ordinance previously specified that the Traffic Council member 
whose job responsibilities include transportation planning must be located within the 
Planning Department). The following Traffic Council‐related item is currently being held 
by the Public Safety and Transportation Committee, awaiting further recommendations 
from the Director of Transportation and Interim Director of Planning and Development: 
 

 #309‐14 ALD. JOHNSON requesting a discussion re changes that may need to be 
made to the membership of the Traffic Council to make it more effective, 
efficient, and representative of the community. [07/28/14 @9:20 AM]  HELD 7‐0 
on 09/17/14  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

#11-15



APPENDIX A: Summary of 2014 Traffic Council Actions 

Traffic Council Meetings  Number 11
      

      

Distribution by Vote  Number Pct 
No Action Necessary 9 11% 
Approved 47 58% 
Approved as Amended 16 20% 
Denied 1 1% 
Heard in 2014, Held, and still being held at end of 2014 8 10% 

Number of Unique Items Handled: 81 100% 

Trials Undertaken in 2014 6 7% 

      

Distribution of Items by Ward Number Pct 
  1 14 17% 
  2 12 15% 
  3 6 7% 
  4 26 32% 
  5 2 2% 
  6 7 9% 
  7 1 1% 
  8 3 4% 
Multiple Wards 10 12% 

Total Number of Items Heard: 81 100% 

      

Appeals of Traffic Council Decisions 1 1% 

      

Backlog during 2014 # of Items Date 
Average 14   

Minimum Backlog 7 5.29.14 

Maximum Backlog 26 10.23.14
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