
 
The location of this meeting is handicap accessible and reasonable accommodations will be 
provided to persons requiring assistance. If you need a special accommodation, please contact 
the Newton ADA Coordinator, Joel Reider, at least two days in advance of the meeting: 
jreider@newtonma.gov . or 617-796-1145. For Telecommunications Relay Service dial 711. 
 

CITY OF NEWTON 
 

IN BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA 
 

MONDAY, MARCH 24, 2014 
 
7 PM 
Room 222 
 
ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED: 

REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES & FINANCE COMMITTEES 
#107-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the following 

funds into a capital account to purchase and install LED streetlights throughout 
the City:   

 
 Account Amount 
 Capital Stabilization – Bonded Capital Projects .............................$887,346 
 Capital Stabilization – Energy Conservation Projects ....................$208,890 
 Capital Stabilization – Unrestricted Capital Purposes ........................$7,817 
 Receipts Reserved for Appropriation – Sale of Municipal Assets ...$46,684 
 [03/17/14 @ 10:09 AM] 
 PUBLIC FACILITIES APPROVED 7-0 on 03/19/14 
 
#317-08(8) HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to appropriate the sum of 

sixty-nine thousand six hundred seventeen dollars ($69,617) from the 
Shaw’s/Hammond Pond Development Mitigation Fund for the purpose of 
implementing storm water management on an existing drainage pipe owned by 
the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation per Condition #4 
of Special Permit #401-03, approved on December 15, 2003.  [03/10/14 @ 5:42 
PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES & FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#106-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer and appropriate 
the sum of two million seven hundred thousand dollars ($2,700,000)  from the 
City’s Water Operating Reserve Fund to fund Water System Improvements for 
calendar year 2014.  [03/17/14 @ 10:09 PM] 

 PUBLIC FACILITIES APPROVED 6-0 (Lennon not voting) on 03/19/14 
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#105-14 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR requesting authorization to transfer the sum of one 
hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) form Budget Reserve for the purpose of 
covering the costs incurred as a result of the February 2014 Bond Sale.  03/17/14 
@ 10:09 AM] 

 
Re-appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#102-14 MATTHEW CHAO, 95 Columbia Avenue, re-appointed as a member of the 

NEWTON TAXATION AID COMMITTEE for a term of office to expire March 
1, 2017 (60 days 05/16/14) [03-10-14 @ 3:46 PM] 

 
Re-appointment by His Honor the Mayor 
#103-14 ROSEMARY LARKING, P.O. Box 620066, Newton Lower Falls re-appointed as 

a member of the NEWTON TAXATION AID COMMITTEE for a term of office 
to expire March 1, 2017 (60 days 05/16/14) [03-10-14 @ 3:46 PM] 

 
ITEMS NOT TO BE DISCUSSED: 
#104-14 ALD. JOHNSON requesting that the Executive Department conducts a complete 

review and analysis of the policies governing data privacy and the security of 
resident/business information on the Treasurer’s website to be followed with an 
action plan to protect our residents’ data to be completed by the end of Fiscal 
Year 2014.  [02/26/14 @ 9:07 AM] 

 
#34-14 ALD. FULLER requesting a discussion with the Executive Office regarding the 

current status and challenges related to the City of Newton pension and retiree 
healthcare (OPEB) systems.  [01/11/14 @ 5:22 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO LAND USE AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#49-14 LAND USE COMMITTEE requesting discussion with the Chief Financial 
Officer and the Chief Information Officer regarding the critical need to implement 
technology which enables the development, management and use of shared, 
searchable, mobile-accessed (both read and write) database which contains parcel-
based information that can be accessed by all city departments (including 
Planning, Inspectional Services (ISD), Assessing, Engineering, Fire, Police, 
Health), the Board of Aldermen and the community.  This technology must 
support the work of ISD and other departments in both the office and the field to 
more effectively and efficiently monitor and enforce compliance with approved 
special permits and other related Board Orders.  [02/10/14 @ 6:47 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#403-13 HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the FY15-FY19 Capital Improvement 
Plan and Long Range Projection pursuant to section 5-3 of the Newton City 
Charter.  [10/21/13 @ 9:59 AM]  
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REFERRED TO FINANCE AND PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE 
#402-13 ALD. FULLER, GENTILE, RICE and LINSKY requesting a Home Rule Petition 

to amend Article 9 of the Charter to clarify that Neighborhood Area Councils 
shall maintain and control their own financial accounts and records, independent 
of City finances; and to further clarify that such independent financial accounts 
and records shall remain subject to City audit.  [10/28/13 @ 10:18 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#288-13 PUBLIC FACILITIES & FINANCE COMMITTEES requesting that the 
Administration update the Board of Aldermen when a funding source is 
determined for the Zervas Elementary School Feasibility Study.  [07-11-13 @ 
10:10 AM] 

 
REFERRED TO PUBLIC FACILITIES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#41-13 ALD. CROSSLEY, FULLER AND SALVUCCI requesting a discussion with the 
administration to review how the city inventories, plans for, budgets and accounts 
for needed smaller capital expenditures (currently set at under $75,000), which 
are excluded from the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP); how to make these non-
CIP capital maintenance items visible, and how to integrate them with the overall 
planning, CIP, and budgeting processes.  [01/14/13 @ 5:02 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO ZONING & PLANNING, LAND USE & FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#273-12 ALD. CROSSLEY & HESS-MAHAN requesting a restructuring and increase in 
fees for permits charged by the Inspectional Services Department and fees 
charged by the Planning Department and City Clerk to assure that fees are both 
sufficient to fund related services provided and simple to administer. 

 
REFERRED TO FINANCE AND APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

#257-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending (1) review of the Fees, Civil 
Fines/Non-Criminal Disposition contained in Chapter 17 LICENSING AND 
PERMITS GENERALLY and Chapter 20 CIVIL FINES/NON-CRIMINAL 
DISPOSITION CIVIL FINES to ensure they are in accordance with what is being 
charged and (2) review of the acceptance of G.L. c. 40 §22F, accepted on July 9, 
2001, which allows certain municipal boards and officers to fix reasonable fees for 
the issuance of certain licenses, permits, or certificates. 

 
REFERRED TO PROG & SERV, PUB. FAC., ZAP, AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#256-12 ALD. HESS-MAHAN, SANGIOLO & SWISTON proposing and ordinance 
promoting economic development and the mobile food truck industry in the City of 
Newton. [08/06/12 @4:46 PM] 

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#254-12 (3) PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE proposing an ordinance to require a 
fee, charged to consumers, for the use of paper bags at certain retail 
establishments in the City of Newton. [01/10/14 @ 3:36 pm] 
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#248-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending that ARTICLE IV. 

PURCHASES AND CONTRACTS, Secs. 2-182 through 2-205, be amended to 
make it consistent with state law. 

 
#247-12 RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending that Chapter 18 MEMORIAL 

FUNDS AND TRUSTS be reviewed relative to the consequences and practices of 
special legislation passed by the General Court in 2007, Chapter 75 of the Acts of 
2007, in which the City sought and was granted an exemption from G.L. Chapter 
44 §54, which intent was to allow the City greater flexibility in terms of 
investments.  

 
REFERRED TO PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#185-12 ALD. BAKER, BLAZAR, SANGIOLO, LINSKY, ALBRIGHT & DANBERG 
requesting that the Board of Aldermen adopt a RESOLUTION to His Honor the 
Mayor asking that, when the Mayor seeks future Board approval for bonding the 
cost of additional capital facilities or equipment for the schools, he include in that 
funding request, as well as in the city-wide Capital Improvement Plan, the 
estimated costs needed for funding the capital technology needs of the Newton 
Schools, including the appropriate portions of the estimated project costs of the 
School Committee's three-year district-wide technology plan not anticipated to be 
funded by the Information Technology Department budget; the anticipated 
technology grants from Boston College for the elementary schools; and/or 
estimated revenue from the E-rate Technology Reimbursement Program.   

 PROGRAMS & SERVICES APPROVED 6-0 on 07/11/12 
 

REFERRED TO ZONING AND PLANNING AND FINANCE COMMITTES 
#102-11 ALD. HESS-MAHAN, JOHNSON, COMMISSIONER LOJEK, AND 

CANDACE HAVENS requesting an amendment to Chapter 17 to establish a fee 
for filing a notice of condo conversion. [03-29-11 @ 4:55PM] 

 ZONING & PLANNING APPROVED 6-0 on 6/10/13 
 

REFERRED TO ZONING AND PLANNING AND FINANCE COMMITTES 
#95-11 ALD. HESS-MAHAN proposing an ordinance requiring that a notice of 

conversion to condominium ownership be filed with the Inspectional Services 
Department and that the property be inspected to determine compliance with all 
applicable provisions of the state and local codes, ordinances and the rules and 
regulations of all appropriate regulatory agencies.  [03-24-11 @ 9:30AM] 

 ZONING & PLANNING APPROVED 6-0 on 6/10/13 
 
#41-11(2) ALD. CICCONE requesting implementation of the fees associated with the 

Winter Overnight Parking Pilot Program.  [09/19/13 @ 3:49 PM] 
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REFERRED TO LAND USE & FINANCE COMMITTEES 

#276-10 ALD. FULLER, CROSSLEY, DANBERG, LINSKY requesting a review of 
guidelines for mitigation fund provisions to maximize the use of such funds on 
behalf of the city together with mechanisms by which the city can better track 
such funds to ensure they are used in a timely fashion. 

 
  Respectfully submitted, 
 
  Leonard J. Gentile, Chairman 
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To: Public Finance Committee 

From:  Robert Garrity, Director of Sustainability 

Date:  March 21, 2014 

Re:  Citywide Streetlight LED Conversion 

The Administration is seeking an appropriation to undertake the replacement of approximately 8,400 

streetlights with new, energy efficient Light Emitting Diode (LED) lights.  Newton last undertook a full-

scale light replacement in 2006, switching out mercury vapor lights in favor of high pressure sodium 

lights.  These high pressure sodium lights are reaching the end of their useful lives (we are replacing 80-

100 lights per month) and replacing them with LED fixtures will save considerable electricity and labor 

costs. 

Costs 

The City issued an IFB for the labor to switch over the 8,400 lights, as well as an RFP for the supply of 

lights.  We received six responses for each part of the project.  The lowest bidders in each category have 

been determined to be responsive and we are developing contracts now.   We are also asking for 

funding to cover police details we will require for certain roads. 

 Cost 

8,425 lights of various wattages $1,139,000 

Labor to install 8,400 lights in three months $386,000 

Police details $25,000 

Total request $1,550,000 

 

The cost of this project is further reduced as we have received a Green Communities grant for $250,000, 

and will be receiving an incentive from NStar of at least $454,000.   

Savings 

The new LED lights emit much more light per watt, allowing dramatic energy savings.  We also expect to 

save a consider amount on maintenance, as the lights will be warrantied for 10 years but have useful 

lives of 100,000 hours, or about 23 years. 

 Old cost Project cost Savings 

Energy $350,000 $124,000 $226,000 

Maintenance $100,000 $50,000 $50,000 

Total $450,000 $174,000 $276,000 
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 of buildings on this list (2013 M
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100,909

                    
50%

Total SF of buildings on this list
1,084,151

                
40%

Total num
ber of buildings on this List
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Total num
ber of City Buildings and Schools 

76
                               

Total M
M

BTU savings from
 buildings on this list

28,564
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245,503

                    
MMBTU

(Savings reduction is relative to MEI 2008 base year for buildings sector)
MMBTU Savings

%

Total buildings savings already achieved through FY13
41,870

                      
17%

Total MMBTU savings from this EE Program (all phases)
28,564

                      
12%

Total estimated savings from new schools (Ang, Zervas, Cabot)
6,700

                         
3%

Total savings in buildings sector, MMBTU
77,134

                      
31%
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